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Tenth Anniversary Convention
Combines Business, Celebration

The Libertarian Party will be ten
years old this August. And in
recognition of our tenth anniversary,
this year’s national convention is be-
ing held in Colorado, site of the
Party’s first national convention.

LP/10, as the convention has been
designated, will take place at the
Denver Hilton the last week in
August. 1200 to 1500 libertarians are
expected to attend, including more
than 600 voting delegates who will
take part in the official business of
the convention.

Convention-related events will
begin with meetings of the Platform
Committee and the Constitution, By-

Laws & Rules Committee, on Tues-

- day, August 25 and Wednesday,
August 26.

Wednesday evening will feature an
informal gathering with Murray
Rothbard, one of the philosophical
fountainheads of the libertarian

" .movement; old-timers and new-

‘comers alike will enjoy Murray’s
“anecdotes about the “old days’’ and
his comments on the achievements
and prospects of the Libertarian
Party. Following the get-together
~ with Rothbard, the Society for In-
dividual Liberty will host its tradi-

tional cocktail party.

wealthy and influential liberal

Thursday, August 27

The convention will officially
come to order at 10:00 am Thurs-
day, following a breakfast speech by
David Friedman. Kicking things of f
will be LP National Chair David
Bergland, who will deliver the
keynote address. His topic will be
“Where Do We Go From Here?”’ -
Following Bergland’s speech, there
will be a Keynote Panel, further ex-
ploring the same topic.

Commencing at 2:00 pm Thurs-
day, and continuing through midday
Sunday, the voting delegates will

Gun Control — Denying
Your Right to Self-Defense

by Jay Hilgartner

With the recent handgun shootings
of prominent individuals, most
notably John Lennon and Ronald
Reagan, the cries from many
quarters for some form of national
handgun prohibition have reached a
crescendo. Following the assasina-
tion attempt on President Reagan,
Time, Newsweek, U.S. News &
World Report, the New York Times,
the Washington Post, and hundreds
of other publications all ran
editorials denouncing the ‘‘freedom
to purchase handguns’’ in America
and calling for national legislation to
ban ‘‘Saturday Night Specials.”’

Political cartoonists have
placed responsibility for handgun
murders on the ‘‘gun lobby,’” most

notably the National Rifle Associa-
tion (NRA). Indeed, the NRA, a na-
tionwide organization devoted to ex-
cellence in markmanship and totally
opposed to any form of handgun
restrictions, seems to have fallen to
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Beautiful Denver, Colorado, the site of the 10th Anniversary Libertarian Party Convention.

meet to conduct the official business
of the convention. Among the more
important orders of business will be
consideration of proposed changes in
the party’s governing documents;
other major items include platform
revisions and election of party of-
ficers. The decisions made in Denver
will greatly influence the future
course of the Libertarian Party; be
there to make your opinions known!
Running opposite the floor ses-
sions will be a smorgasbord of
speakers, panels, and workshops on
almost every imaginable aspect of
continued on page 6

moguls is not going to go away. In
fact, unless the terms of the debate
are radically redefined, the move-
ment for gun control is likely to
grow stronger with every crime (non-
governmental, of course) in which a
handgun is involved. Gun control
proponents have successfully made
themselves out to be the moral pro-
gressives, while gun control op-
ponents have been made to look like
a small band of reactionary

l
1‘
:
l

The racist roots of gun laws in the U.S., the results of
numerous studies on the efficacy of gun control in
reducing violent crime, the civil liberties implications,
and the moral implications all fall on the deaf ear
of the gun control reactionary.

the same villainous status once en-
joyed by the oil companies.
While the Reagan administration

. has restated its opposition to gun

control, the anguished outcry from

crackpots. In truth it is exactly the
opposite. ;
The issue of gun control embodies
far more than denying the right of
continued on page 7
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One of the important tasks of the
Denver LP convention this summer
will be to consider amendments to
the national platform. I have had the
privilege of being on the platform
committee for the last three national
conventions and this summer will be
my fourth.

The LP platform is the heart and
soul of the Libertarian Party. It is
the living embodiment of the great
truth that Libertarians are not in
politics to get jobs, or votes, or
political patronage. For other par-
ties, the platform is an inchoate grab
bag of whatever goodies can be ex-
tracted from the hapless taxpayer
and used to pay off whatever
pressure group can get a political
foothold. Our platform, to the ex-
tent that we all honor it, is our pro-
nouncement to the world that we are
not just another set of would-be
political hacks, that we are in
politics to apply a consistent set of
principles to all the political issues of
the day. And, in fact, that we are
unique because our principles require
that we be in politics in order to get
rid of politics, to get rid of political
intervention in our lives and proper-
ties.

Our platform is the pledge and the
commitment that we mean what we
say. Not only that; it is a solemn
contract and covenant that we make
to ourselves and to the country: that
these are our stands on political

The Importance of

the LP Platform |

by Murray N. Rothbard

issues because these are the positions
that flow from our principles, and
because we are, uniquely, The Party i
of Principle. |
In the early days of the LP, there
was a tendency to keep the platform ,
short and confined to general expres- |
sions of abstract libertarian princi-
ple. There was nothing wrong with
the principles; but the problem was
that it left the applications to
political issues vague and cloudy.
The glory of our platform is that it
not only enunciates general prin-
ciples, but then performs the dif-
ficult and challenging task of apply-
ing these principles to specific, con- |
crete political issues. It is here, in the
applications, that controversy occurs
within libertarian ranks, but such
controversy is healthy and should
not be shunned. It is through discus-
sion, disagreement and debate that
we all hammer out the applications
of principles to concrete issues and
that we achieve and have achieved a
broad consensus on these issues in
the Libertarian Party. Libertarians
are, or should be, individualists,
both because of the nature of our
creed and the hard-fought struggle
against conformity that brought

most of us to the libertarian posi-
tion. So the last thing we should try
to avoid is debate over political
issues.

The effect of this continuing ‘
discussion is evident in the LP Plat- |
form. Each successive platform has |
been a marked improvement over ‘
the previous one. As discussion pro- |
ceeds and consensus grows, as 1
mistakes are discovered and cor- ‘
rected, and as changing times bring
new issues to the fore, the platform
committee and the LP conventions
as a whole have brought growing
maturity and depth of analysis of ‘:
issues to the LP platform.

1981 will be an important year for
the LP platform. Two years ago, we
were all so caught up in the exciting
Presidential race that there was no '
time to bring most suggested plat-
form changes to the floor. This year,
there will be sufficient time to ex-
amine the platform in depth. Every
Libertarian should send in suggested
platform changes to Sheldon
Richman, Chairman of this year’s
committee. It is too early to know
what the key issues will be in this
year’s platform debate, but two
things come immediately to mind:

the children’s rights plank is still in
the same brusque and unsatisfactory
form that passed at the last-minute
from the floor in the 1977 conven-
tion; and abortion is now probably
too hot an issue to remain, as it has
been, soundly treated but discreetly
buried inside a larger plank.
Strategically, too, a strong and
up-to-date platform will play an im-
portant role in the years ahead. On
economic issues at least, the 1980
election was a massive vote in favor
of rolling back Big Government on a
mighty scale. That vote has already
been betrayed by the Reagan Ad-
ministration, which, despite the
propaganda, is in no sense cutting
back the federal budget, taxes, or
government regulation of the
economy. Instead, it is only slowing
down the rate of increase of Big
Government in all these areas. This
betrayal by the Reagan Administra-
tion provides us with a danger and
an opportunity. The danger is that
when the public wakes up to the fact
that the Reagan administration has
not done anything to reduce infla-
tion or roll back Big Government,
the liberal Democrats will say:
“Well, we gave Reagan his chance:
we tried laissez-faire, drastic budget
and tax cuts and hard money, and
they didn’t work. So we have to go
back to New Deal liberalism.’’ The
danger is that the public will get
continued on page 19

The LP Constitution & Bylaws

Defining the ‘‘Rules of the
Game.”’

In 1975, I attended my first Liber-
tarian Party National Convention.
During the presidential and vice-
presidential balloting, 1 became very
irritated—in fact, angry—with the
many state delegations that
‘“‘passed’’ or changed their vote dur-
ing the balloting. It seemed to me a
lot of wheeling and dealing was go-
ing on, with the wheeler-dealers
gaining advantages over delegations
that forthrightly cast their votes.
This, plus the large amount of time
wasted, made me want to improve
the rules in this area. Other people
felt the same, and in 1979 we
changed the rules so all delegations
cast their votes simultaneously. We
saved both time and hard feelings.

This example illustrates why |
believe our Party rules are so impor-
tant. Using game theory, any activity
can be thought of as a game. The
more complex the game, the greater
the need for carefully constructed
and fair rules. The rules determine
the structure of the game being
played. If you have bad rules, you
play an unproductive game, and the
players are frustrated and angry with
the game, and each other. If you

by Ben Olson

have good rules, the game is satisfy-
ing and productive. L

In the following sections, I’ll
discuss our current ‘‘game rules,’’
some proposed changes, and the
process we use for changing them.
What Are Our Current Rules?

The national LP derives its ‘
authority from the affiliated state i
parties through the delegates they ‘
send to national conventions. In a 1
sense, you could say the delegates ’
‘“‘own’’ the Party. The delegate !
allocation formula in our Constitu- |
tion is based on membership in the |
national LP, per cent of the vote for |
our presidential candidate, and a ’
basic allocation to assure that every
affiliated party is represented.

Under our current rules, delegates
to regular business conventions (held
in odd-numbered years) have the
following powers:

(1) electing the National Commit-
tee (LNC), including officers, at-
large members, and (in regional
caucuses) regional representatives;

(2) writing and amending the Par-
ty’s operating rules (Constitution,
Bylaws and Convention Rules);

(3) writing and amending the Par-
ty Platform; and

(4) nominating candidates for

President and Vice-President in ap-
propriate years. ;

The Libertarian National Commit- |
tee is charged with managing the
Party between conventions, as the
elected representatives of the
delegates. The LNC meets several
times a year to review national LP
activities and finances and set policy.
These LNC meetings are always
well-attended by Party activists, and
provide an opportunity for interested
Party members to discuss and in-
fluence important decisions.

The Chairperson appoints the Na-
tional Director (with the advice and
consent of the LNC) and gives day-
to-day guidance to the national
headquarters staff, as well as
presiding over conventions and LNC |
meetings.

The only real power the LNC has
over affiliated parties is to charter I
them (by majority vote) or to sus-
pend their affiliation (by two-thirds
vote). No LNC has ever suspended a
party’s affiliation; if it ever did, the
suspension could be appealed to the
Judicial Committee.

Under our current rules, the LNC
appoints the nine-member Judicial
Committee, which may hear various
appeals (suspensions of officers, at-

large LNC members, and presiden-

| tial and vice-presidential candidates;

affiliate party suspensions; and
challenges to Platform Planks and
Resolutions).

The LNC also has the authority to
appoint members of three important
convention committees: (1) the Plat-
form Committee (ten members are
named by the LNC and ten by the
ten largest state parties); (2) the Con-
stitution, Bylaws and Rules (CB&R)
Committee (all ten members are
named by the LNC and five by the
five largest state parties).

What Are Some Proposed Areas for
Change?

Reorganizing and condensing the
rules: The current rules of the Party
are contained in three documents:
the Constitution, the Bylaws and the
Convention Rules. As additions and
changes have been made over the
years, quite a bit of disorganization
and duplication have crept in. For
example, details about the Platform
Committee appear in all three
documents. Wasted time and lots of
confusion are the results of this poor
organization. ;

Current parliamentary practice
(recommended by Robert’s Rules of
Order, Newly Revised) is to incor-
porate an organization’s rules into a
single document, called Bylaws. An
LNC subcommittee has already
worked on cond: d re
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Mathers, Erwin Campaign for

Contrary to common perception,
1981 is an election year and liber-
tarians are running for offices rang-
ing from county commissioner to
U.S. Congress. Topping the ’81
campaigns are two libertarian can-
didates for U.S. Congress, Thomas
P. Mathers of Maryland and Dr.
Bette Erwin of Michigan.

Thomas Mathers, 32, an employee
of the National Association of
Securities Dealers, is running a
highly professional campaign for
Maryland’s Fifth Congressional
District seat (formerly held by
Gladys Spellman) against Democrat
Steny Hoyer and Republican Audrey
Scott. The fifth District borders
Washington, D.C. and has a large
population (40%) of federal govern-
ment employees.

Needless to say, Tom Mathers has
a fight on his hands, particularly
from the local politicos. Mathers
had twice applied for, and was twice
denied, a place on the ballot in the

upcoming May 19 special election.
The Administrator of the Maryland
Board of Elections ruled that

Mathers must gather 5500 signatures
from District five voters plus
another 10,000 signatures statewide
to have the Libertarian Party affilia-
tion follow his name. The Board of
Elections required that this process
by completed by March 17, only two
and a half weeks after Maryland
Governor Hughes set a date for the
special election. These requirements
arose from a highly subjective inter-
pretation of the Maryland ballot
laws and ignored support for Liber-
tarians in Maryland exemplified by
Maryland’s 14,192 votes for Clark in
1980.

The Libertarian Party of
Maryland, after gathering 7,700
signatures (thanks to the hard work
of campaign manager Dean Ahmad,
and other volunteers), took the

Thomas Mathers

could postpone the election to a later
date. Noted Lee Williams, press
secretary for the Mathers campaign,
‘A decision to appeal, throwing the
election date back, would generate
even more coverage of the Mathers
campaign. Either way we win.”’

The judge’s ruling lent the
Mathers campaign instant visibility
and precipitated immediate and
widespread media attention on TV
and radio, as well as next-day
coverage in newspapers. Up to that
point, Mathers had had difficulty in
garnering the attention of the press
because he had not been included on
an official list of candidates
prepared by the Maryland Board of
Elections.

Mathers is stressing four major
issues in his campaign: education
and day care tax credits, tax cuts,
and foreign policy. On El Salvador,
Mathers, a Vietnam veteran, said ‘I
don’t think Vietnam was a noble
cause. Nor would U.S. intervention
in El Salvador be a noble act. It

“I don’t think Vietnam was a noble cause.

Nor would U.S. intervention in El Salvador be
a noble act. It would be just one more immoral

extension of U.S. military power abroad to
drum up an excuse for more taxes and
regulation at home.”’

Board of Elections to court and
won. On April 18, Libert_arian at-
torneys Robert J. Booze, Steve
Fielder, and Paul Kunberger were
handed a ruling from the U.S.
District Court which virtually
assured Mathers a place on the
ballot. As this goes to press, the
State of Maryland is appealing the
ruling to a higher court. This appeal

would be just one more immoral ex-
tension of U.S. military power
abroad to drum up an excuse for
more taxes and regulations at
home.’’ On tax exemptions for day
care centers, Mathers adds ‘‘my pro-
posal would provide tax credits for
individuals or corporations who con-
tribute to day care centers for
children, invalids, or the elderly. By

Seats in he U.S. Congress

Dr. Bette Erwin

allowing the marketplace to provide
day care, we will avoid the federal
straightjacket of regulations which
so often stifles new and innovative
ideas.”’

Tom Mathers’ fundraising team of
Peggy and Bill Bobick and Janet
Nelson are reaching out to Liber-
tarians around the country for
funds. As this goes to print, a
strategy of telephone solicitations to
District 5 voters and a radio blitz are
in the works. Reflecting on his cam-
paign, Mathers said ‘‘the viable can-
didacy of a Libertarian in the
heartland of the government
bureaucracy is a loud and clear
message to the country that the peo-
ple demand and will achieve final
victory over the State.”’

Dr. Bette Erwin, Libertarian can-
didate for Congress from Michigan’s
Fourth Congressional District, is a
professor of psychology at the
Merrill-Palmer Institute and a prac-
ticing psycho-therapist. She is run-
ning for David Stockman’s seat
against ‘‘moral majority’’ Repub-
lican Mark Siljander and conser-
vative Democrat Johnnie Rodebush.

The Michigan Fourth Congres-
sional District is a long-time conser-
vative stronghold. But the major
campaign issues here could be a por-
tent of things to come for the rest of
the country. The ‘‘moral majority’’
coalition—with their advocacy of
government ‘‘crackdowns’’ on
homosexuality, prostitution, por-
nography, and other voluntary ac-
tivities that they disagree with—is a
tremendous factor in this election.
“‘Questions involving the separation
of church and state come up con-
stantly during my campaigning,’’
said Dr. Erwin.

The Erwin campaign strategy is to
espouse free market principles while
clearly differentiating libertarians

from conservatives on the issues of
civil liberties, victimless crime laws,
and foreign policy. ‘‘One issue that
Republicans haven’t been concerned .
with is civil liberties,”” said Erwin,
‘““We believe that no one group has
the right to impose it’s value system
on another.”’ Differentiating herself
from her conservative opponents,
Erwin said the current movement to
ban abortion is ‘‘dead set’’ against
libertarian principles.

Commenting on campaign strat-
egy, Press Secretary Kathy Jacob
said ‘‘we took everything we learned
from the Clark campaign and ap-
plied it to the local level, in a largely
rural district. The result, I think,
given the time and money we had to
work with, is a very effective cam-
paign.’’

Indeed, press coverage of Dr. Er-
win’s campaign has extended all the
way to the Washington Post. The
South Bend (Indiana) Tribune
reported that ‘‘also impressing the
crowd at the League of Women
Voters debates was Dr. Bette Erwin,
who answered often difficult ques-
tions with intelligent answers. If
anyone was prepared for the debate
it was Dr. Erwin.”’

Fortunately, challenges to the
LP’s ballot status in Michigan is not
a problem. After a grueling 1980
ballot drive, the Michigan LP won
permanent ballot status for all par-
tisan races.

Elsewhere around the country
Libertarians are running for county
commissioner, mayor, board of
education, and many other posts.
(For more details, see the Regional
Reports).

(Postscript—Dr. Bette Erwin won

“nearly 2% of the vote, or twice that

of any other Libertarian candidate in
that district.)

FLASH!!!

Libertarian Elected
to City Council

As we go to print, Libertarian
Marshall Dannenberg, a com-
puter engineer, has just won
49.6% of the vote in a four way,
non-partisan, race for City
Council of Elgin, South Caro-

lina. This makes Dannenberg
the first Libertarian elected to
office in the Deep South.
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS by National

Chairman David Bergland. Topic: “Where
Do We Go From Here?”’

BREAKFASTS with Ed Clark, David
Friedman, David F. Nolan and Dick
Randolph.

A GALA RECEPTION in honor of our

past Presidential and Vice-Presidential
candidates.

A TRIP TO HISTORIC CENTRAL CITY,
an Old West gold mining town once
known as “’the richest square mile on
earth”. Live entertainment; informal
gatherings with Karl Hess and Robert
Anton Wilson. Galt’s Gulch was never
like this!

AN EVENING WITH MURRAY
ROTHBARD. A lighthearted get-together
with the philosophical godfather of the
Libertarian movement.

FOREIGN POLICY & DEFENSE: TWO
PERSPECTIVES. Ron Paul and Earl
Ravenal exchange views on what may well
be the crucial issue of the 1980’s.

SPEECH BY JOSEPH SUGARMAN,
president of J[S& A electronics, marketing
genius, and anti-FTC crusader.

TENTH BIRTHDAY BANQUET. The
event of the decade! A grand celebration
featuring brief appearances by many of
the people who have contributed most to
the LP’s growth and success. Live music,
champagne, surprises!

OVER 25 SPEECHES, PANELS &
WORKSHOPS, featuring such popular
Libertarian speakers as Roy Childs, Bill
Evers, Bob Poole, John Hospers, Tonie
Nathan, Roger MacBride, Sharon Presley,
Michael Emerling and Joan Kennedy
Taylor.

BUSINESS SESSIONS, at which the
future course of the party will be decided
and new leadership chosen. In many
ways, this will be the most important
convention in the party’s history!

Register now! Upon receiving your
registration, we will send you a
confirmation and information about
hotel reservations.
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Choose from four different event
packages, each designed for a specific
need and budget! The first price given is
for registrations sent in prior to the 4th of
July; the second is about 25% higher.

Admission to individual events is not v
available by pre-registration. Single-shot
admissions to sonie events will be offered"
on-site at the convention, depending

on availability.

FULL PACKAGE — $180 PRIOR TO
JULY 4th; $225 AFTERWARD

As the name implies, this includes
everything — the tour Breaktasts, all
evening events including the Tenth
Anniversary Banquet, admission to all
speeches, panels, and workshops — plus,
of course, your registration material and
access to the convention floor. This is
definitely the first-cabin way to go; you
get first crack at limited-admission events,
and the freedom to change your plans at
any time.

iEnclosed is payment for
IConvention Registrations, as indicated
Ibelow. First price is for registrations sent
Ibefore July 4th; use second price after
E]uly 4th.

e FULE PACKAGES

B0 (8225) .........0cc o §eais
! DELEGATE PACKAGES
185 ... ¢ Pl
5 ____ECONOMY PACKAGES
) it
i “BARE BONES"’ PACKAGES
) 3

1

DELEGATE PACKAGE — $150 PRIOR
TO JULY 4th; $185 AFTERWARD
Everything except access to the speakers
and panels which run directly opposite
floor proceedings. If you plan to spend
your daytime hours on the floor, but want

to do all the Fun Stuff in the evenings, this

is the package for you. Includes the
Breakfasts.

ECONOMY PACKAGE — $120 PRIOR
TO JULY 4th; $150 AFTERWARD

Gets you onto the floor, into the daytime
speeches, panels and workshops, and into
all social/recreation events except the
Banquet and the four Breakfasts. Most
mileage for your money, but you miss one
of the great Libertarian events of all time
and four of the party’s most popular
speakers.

“BARE BONES” PACKAGE — $80
PRIOR TO JULY 4th; $100 AFTERWARD
Floor access, panels, workshops, daytime
speakers, and the Thursday and Friday
night movies at the Hilton. No frills, but
you'll learn a lot.

g .
0%//4/ e /Z o

NAME

- ————————— " ———— - ——— ————————— T —— — — ——— o ———————

TENTATIVE PRICES FOR SINGLE ITEMS.
Not available by pre-registration; neither
availability nor price is guaranteed now.

REGISTRATION MATERIAL AND FLOOR
A@EESS =525

DAYTIME PANELS, SPEAKERS & WORKSHOPS —
$75 PKG, $6 EACH

BREAKFASTS — $40 PKG. OF FOUR, $12 EACH
TENTH ANNIVERSARY BANQUET — $50
EVENING IN CENTRAL CITY — $20

EVENING WITH MURRAY ROTHBARD — $10

PAST PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES
RECEPTION — $15

JOSEPH SUGARMAN — $8

MOVIES — $3 EACH

LP/10 Convention Committee
1041 Cherokee Street
Denver, Colorado 80204

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE rALE

ITELEPHONE

Please charge to my [JMasterCard (] VISA

Card no Expires

Signature

If you are ordering more than one package, please list names of all registrants; attach
a separate sheet of paper if necessary. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO LP/10.
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Convention continued from pg. 1

libertarian theory and practice.
These events will be of special in-
terest and value to newer party
members.

Among the topics to be addressed
by daytime speakers and panels are
the following: Foreign Policy &
Defense; The Draft; The Environ-
ment; Resource Development; Liber-
tarian Feminism; Gold, Paper &
War; Lessons of 1980. Workshops
will deal with the ‘‘nuts and bolts’’
of political organizing: petitioning,
media relations, putting out a
newsletter, building precinct
organizations, and so forth.

Thu.sday eveniny there will be a
bus trip to Central City, and Old
West gold mining town in the moun-
tains west of Denver. At one time
the largest city in Colorado, Central
City is now a world-famous tourist
attraction boasting more bars and
honky-tonks than any other town its

size on earth! Special attractions will |

include gatherings with Karl Hess
and Robert Anton Wilson; for sheer

all-out fun, this outing will be the
high point of the convention. (Be
sure to bring a sweater or jacket;
night-time temperatures in the 40’s
are not uncommon in the mountains
at that time of year.)

For those who choose not to go to
Central City, there will be a showing
of libertarian-oriented feature films
at the Hilton.

Friday, August 28

Starting off a full schedule of
events on Friday is a breakfast with
Ed Clark, our 1980 presidential
nominee. Ed will recount some of
the highlights of his campaign, and
offer his thoughts on the future of
the party.

Ed’s speech will be followed by a
full day of convention business,
paralleled with speeches, panels and
workshops. Then, in the evening,
there will be a speech by anti-FTC
crusader Joseph Sugarman—who is
perhaps the world’s leading mail-
order marketing expert. You’ve
probably seen his ads for electronic
marvels ranging from pocket calcu-

lators to the Bone Fone; now, you
can hear him in person!

Following Sugarman’s address,
we’ll disperse to a gala reception in
honor of our past presidential and
vice-presidential candidates—each of
whom will make some brief remarks,
and be given a token of our ap-
preciation for their great efforts in
the cause of liberty. (For those not
attending, there will be another
special movie showing.)

Saturday, August 29

Saturday’s breakfast speaker will
be the dynamic Dick Randolph,
Libertarian legislator from Alaska.
Randolph will tell how much he’s
been able to accomplish as the na-
tion’s first elected Libertarian state
representative, and discuss his plans
for 1982 and beyond.

Convention business Saturday will
relate to proposed changes in the
party platform; as on previous days,
there will be presentations running
opposite the floor proceedings.

Saturday evening, we’ll pull out
all the stops at the Tenth Birthday

Banquet—a spectacular celebration
of the LP’s first decade. This once-
in-a-lifetime event will feature live
music, champagne, and appearances
by many of the individuals who have
been responsible for our growth and
success as a party . . . plus, of
course, some special surprises. Peo-
ple will be talking about this event
for years to come; be there, or regret
it ever afterwards!

Sunday, August 30

Launching the final day of the
convention will be a breakfast with
David F. Nolan, one of the founders
of the Libertarian Party. Nolan will
offer his thoughts on the progress of
the party, and some ideas on what
we can hope to accomplish in the
future.

Following Dave’s presentation, the
convention will turn to its final
business—selection of officers and
National Committee members for
the coming two-year period. The

" new National Committee will hold

its first meeting on Sunday after-
noon.

Speakers Bureau Launched

Did you ever think of creating a
Libertarian Speakers Bureau in your
state, but not know how to get the
project off the ground? The Na-
tional Libertarian Speakers Bureau
Program has been created to help
you put together an active and effec-
tive Speakers Bureau.

Libertarians have attempted to set
up state and local Speakers Bureaus
since the L.P. was founded. Some
have succeeded; others have sprung
‘up, bumped along for a few months,
and then folded. One reason for
their failure has been the lack of
support from outside, and the lack
of feeling that there is a community
of Libertarians across the country
directing their efforts in the same
way.

The major impediments to a suc-
cessful speakers bureau program are
the start-up effort and the initial
follow-through. The National
Speakers Bureau will supply
whatever information and guidance
necessary to help you through that
initial difficult stage.

Most Libertarians will agree that
the idea of a Speakers Bureau as an
outreach program is a good one, and
that it is a major benefit for the par-
ty to have experienced, articulate
speakers who are willing to talk

about Libertarian principles and pro- |
grams to a wide variety of audiences. |

The goals of the Speakers Bureau

program are:

1. To promote broader understand-
ing of and support for the Liber-
tarian party and Libertarian
ideas;

2. To develop competent, credible,

and articulate Libertarian spokes-
people in every state;

To help develop solid Libertarian
candidates for local and federal
offices in 1982;

4. To blanket major high schools
and college campuses in every ma-
jor city;

5. To generate favorable publicity
and media coverage for Liber-
tarian speeches; specifically, to
generate coverage of a Libertarian
speech at least once a year in each
Speakers Bureau locality; and

6. To contribute to the development
of strong, grass roots libertarian
organizations capable of having a
real impact in their communities.
As of this writing, Marion

Williams, the National Speakers
Bureau Coordinator has already
lined up 41 State Coordinators.
These Coordinators have recruited
an additional 36 local Coordinators,
who have signed up over 200
speakers in their various locales.
Many speakers bureau coordinators
have begun contacting high schools
and organizations in their areas to
introduce the Speakers Bureau and
set up speaking engagements.
Williams has put together a work
manual for state and local coor-
dinators complete with suggestions
and information on ‘““How To Set
Up Your Own Speakers Bureau.’’
Included are sections on recruiting
key activists, finding speakers, ap-
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proaching organizations, sample let-
ters, organizational forms, approaches
to the telephone call, publicity,
research, speeches, etc. Reaction

from the local Speakers Bureaus has
been favorable.

The Speakers Bureau is planned as
an ongoing program of the Liber-
tarian Party. It is hoped that it will
result in a network of active Liber-
tarian speakers from coast to coast.
If you are interested in participating
in the Speakers Bureau program in
your area, contact your state chair
or Marion Williams, Libertarian
Party Speakers Bureau, 225
Lafayette Street, Suite 1212, New
York, NY 10012, (212) 226-6483.

STRATEGIC
METALS

The Undiscovered Investment

Chromium, Cobalt, Magnesium,
Tungsten, Rhodium. These are among 40
major industrial metals all in potential short
supply, all essential to western economies.

Because they are not traded on the com-
modity exchanges of the world it has been
almost impossible for individuals to invest
in, and profit from, these metals despite in-
creasing world demands. At least until
now.

Personal Finance’s Special Report writ-
ten by Peter Robbins, the distinguished
British financial writer and metals dealer,
analyzes all relevant supply and demand
factors and for the first time outlines a
method by which individual investors may
participate in this undiscovered investment.

Send $3 to Personal Finance, Dept.3971,
901 N. Washington St., Alexandria, VA
22314. Ask for “‘Strategic Metals Report.”
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Gun Control continued from pg. 1

Joe Smith to go target practicing,
though that in itself would be a
gross denial of individual rights. For
all Americans, particularly for
women, the elderly, minorities, and
those living in high crime areas, the
right of self defense is literally a
matter of life and death. Gun con-
trol reactionaries would take away
that right—that is the ultimate im-
morality of the proponents of gun
laws. In an America experiencing a
wave of violent crime, with inept
and at times dangerous police forces,
with a judicial system teetering on
the verge of collapse, gun control
proponents would take away the
ability of women to protect them-
selves from rapists, merchants from
robbers, minorities from racists (and
the police), and all of us from the
muggers and killers whose activities
have been on the rise.

Gun control is not a new idea.
The first government restrictions on
handgun ownership in the United
States were implemented in the post-
Civil War South as part of the Black
Codes—a body of laws designed to
keep blacks in legal serfdom. Don B.

Kates, Jr., Professor of Law at St.
Louis University and editor of

Restricting Handguns: the Liberal
Skeptics Speak Out (must reading
for anyone interested in the gun con-
trol issue) writes: ‘‘Meaningful black
access to self-defense weapons oc-
curred only in the mid 1870s when
the cheap, off-brand revolver began
to be sold in the South in large
numbers. The Klan recognized in the
mere existence of these a threat to
it’s previous virtual monopoly of
violence . . . Instead of formal legis-
lation, Mississippi, Florida, and the

rest of the Deep South States simply

continued to enforce the pre- "
emancipation statutes forbidding
blacks to possess arms. Mississippi
formalized the custom by enacting
the.first registration law for gun
retailers in 1906.” :

Other elements undesirable to the
status quo in the late 1800s were
used to foment'support for gun
ownership restrictions. Poor whites
became almost as threatening as
blacks in the South during the push
for agrarian reform in the late 1800s.
Businessmen became staunch sup-
porters of gun control laws in order
to disarm ‘‘labor agitators.”” Im-
migrants and ““anarchists,”’ often
used synonomously during the late
1800s and early'1900s, soon followed
as new boogeymen for the gun con-
trol movement to disarm.

In 1911 New York State passed
the Sullivan Law which made owner-
ship of a handgun illegal without a
police permit. This became the
““model”’ gun law for the rest of the
nation. So-called ‘‘progressives’’
joined the gun control bandwagon

after 1920 when it became apparent
that their pet solution to crime,
alcohol prohibition, was not work-
ing.

Today most American gun owners
would be surprised to hear that there
are ‘‘no controls.’’ In fact, there are
more than 20,000 statutes at the
federal, state, and local levels which
in some way restrict or regulate the
acquisition, ownership, or carrying
of firearms. In 1968 the federal Gun
Control Act was passed banning
mail order gun sales and firearm im-
ports, and requiring indentification,
supplementary information, and
‘“‘penalty of perjury’’ forms for all

. retail sales. (The 1968 act was heavi-

ly lobbied for by domestic arms
manufacturers as a way of impeding
competition from imports. It is a
classic example of special interest
legislation camouflaged by a ‘‘noble
cause.’’) The 1968 act is enforced by
the notorious Bureau of Alcohol,

. Tobacco, and Firearms (BATF),

which, with an annual budget of
$160 million, interprets the law and
regularly conducts raids to confiscate
firearms from peaceful citizens.

There is no empirical
evidence that supports the
contention that gun control

laws reduce crime or the
number of firearm related
deaths.

Organizations such as Handgun
Control, Inc. are pushing for federal
legislation outlawing the private
ownership of handguns with a one
year mandatory prison sentence for
violators. The most vocal support

“for gun control laws comes not only

from the gun manufacturers (Since
1968 Smith and Wesson, Remington
Arms Co., Colt’s Inc., Savage
Arms, Sturm, Ruger & Co., and
other major arms manufacturers
have gone on record as endorsing
some form of national handgun pro-
hibition, mostly aimed at the
‘“‘Saturday Night Special’’) but from
an articulate, largely white, upper
class establishment. Many gun con-
trol proponents, well protected in
their police patrolled suburbs, hold
the same blind, undying faith in the
ability of a few good people (like
them) to use government to suc-
cessfully organize our lives for us.
As Professor Kates pointed out,
“‘the position of all too many who
would ban guns is indistinguishable
from Archie Bunker’s views on
legalizing pot and homosexuality: ‘I
don’t like it and I don’t like those

* who do—so it ought to be illegal’.”

As in so many other debates,
language has been perverted in order
to set the stage for a victory by one
side. Note that the very term ‘‘gun

control’’ puts opponents auto-
matically on the defensive. It con-
jures up a scene of thousands of
handguns indiscriminately attacking
people. This allows the statist to set
up a false dichotomy: it is not peo-
ple who will be controlled but the
guns that are ‘‘attacking’’ them.
Centuries of human experience with
every form of government prohibi-
tion against the possession of
weapons, drugs, prostitution, gam-
bling, etc. are tossed out the window
or totally ignored by the gun control
advocate. The racist roots of gun
laws in the U.S., the results of
numerous studies on the efficacy of
gun control in reducing violent
crime, the civil liberties implications,
and the moral implications all fall on
the deaf ear of the gun control reac-
tionary.

What are the facts? First, there is
no empirical evidence that supports
the contention that gun control laws
reduce crime or the number of
firearm related deaths.

Professor Kates reports, ‘‘Hawaii,
Michigan, Missouri, New Jersey,
New York, North Carolina, and
Puerto Rico have laws that prohibit
their residents from purchasing or
possessing a handgun without a dis-
cretionary police permit. As these
laws have been in effect for twenty-
five to sixty-five years in each state,
any violence reductive effect should
be apparent in these jurisdictions’
crime statistics. Six different
criminological studies have com-
pared the per capita homicide and
other violent crime rates of these
jurisdictions in various years to
those of states that allow handguns.

The conclusion of each study is that,
taken together, the handgun pro-

hibiting states have consistently as
high or higher homicide and other
violent crime rates as the handgun
allowing states.”” In Washington,
D.C. between 1974 and 1976 the
murder rate fell 30%. Then in
February 1977 Washington D.C.’s
law prohibiting handgun ownership
went into effect. Between 1977 and
1980 the murder rate in Washington,
D.C. increased 11% from 28.0 to
31.5 per 100,000 (note: the national
average murder rate for 1979 was 9.7
per 100,000). In August 1980, New
York amended the Sullivan law to
require a mandatory one year prison
sentence for anyone found with an
unlicensed handgun. The result?
From the first half of 1980 to the
second half of 1980 the number of
murders in New York increased by
22%. Robberies were up from
82,000 in 1979 to 100,550 in 1980.
Indeed, New York City—with' 3% of
the U.S. population—accounted for
15% of all firearm related robberies
committed in the United States in
1980. The four cities with gun con-
trol laws—New York, Washington,
D.C., Detroit, and Chicago—ac-
count for one sixth of all murders in
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the United States.

If gun control in any way reduces
violent crime, then there should be
some kind of obvious contrast be-
tween states with gun laws and
without gun laws. There is none.
There are areas with strict gun laws
and high crime rates, areas with no

““The position of all too
many who would ban guns
is indistinguishable from
Archie Bunker’s views on
legalizing pot and homosex-
uality: ‘I don’t like it and 1
don’t like those who do—so
it ought to be illegal.”

gun laws and high crime rates, and
areas with no gun laws and low
crime rates. If there is any pattern at
all it is that areas with gun laws tend
to have crime rates higher than those
that do not. Police Superintendent
Colin Greenwood, in an authori-
tative 1971 Cambridge University
Study on the effect of gun control in
England, summed it up, ‘‘At first
glance it may seem odd or perverse
to suggest that statutory controls on
the private ownership of firearms are
irrelevant to the problem of armed
crime, yet that is precisely what the
evidence shows.”’

Gun control advocates dismiss all
such evidence with what has been
called ‘‘the adjacent state theory’’—
that gun control is ineffective in
Washington, D.C. and New York
because people can bring in guns

easily from non-gun law states.

England, with its very low crime
rate (relative to America’s), has
become the ‘‘living proof’ that we
need a national prohibition of hand-
guns in the United States. The penal-
ty for carrying a firearm in Britain is
an automatic six months in jail.
Again, contrary to popular belief,
there is no evidence that Britain’s
gun laws have reduced the incidence
of violent crime. Police Superinten-
dent Greenwood concluded that
““half a century of strict controls on
pistols had ended perversely with a
far greater use of this class of
weapon in crime than ever before.”’
If the availability of firearms is
believed to be a factor in violent
crime, then consider Switzerland,
where not only are there no laws
prohibiting gun ownership but each
male is required (in violation of their
rights—‘‘gun control’’ in reverse) to
keep at home an assault rifle, a sub-
machine gun or a pistol with an am-
ple supply of ammunition. Yet the
rate of crimes involving firearms is
so low in Switzerland as to be com-

continued on pg. 18



: “I’d do almost anything,
’ even overpay my taxes, to avoid
havmg the IRS audit my return.”’” A sur-

prising number of taxpayers feel this way.

But this attitude is more usual: ‘I
minimize my taxes as much as I dare — but |
also worry about getting slapped with a tax
audit.”

Then there’s a third attitude, more com-
mon than you might think: “Those SOBs
don’t scare me. I'll fight them all the way.”’

Which attitude resembles your own?
Whichever it is, if you earn $25,000 a
year. . .or if you own a house or some other
asset that interests the tax collector, there’s a
new Report you should see:

The Taxpayer’s
Audit Survival Manual

The authors? You won’t find two who
know more about this problem. Charles W
Schoeneman, formerly with the U.S. Tax
Court, is now a Washington tax attorney
(with an imposing client list). Vernon K.
Jacobs, nationally known tax consultant and
lecturer, is the author of Taxpayers’
Counterattack and editor of the consumer’s
tax service, TAX ANGLES (and, therefore,
a master at reducing tax gobbledygook to
plain English).

Your Chances of Getting Audited

The authors give you the latest figures,
broken down by income. . . the latest reports
on tax delinquents, and how many had their
property seized. They follow your tax return,
step by step, through the IRS bureaucracy.
This “‘tour’’ gives you precious hints on how
to lessen your chances of an audit. For exam-
ple:

* How to choose a tax advisor. (Careful: the one
you pick might cause you to be examined.)

® Fearsome weapons the feds can use: liens,
levies, seizures. What each one means. How they
hurt you in other ways.

* One powerful weapon to get the IRS to cut your
tax deficiency. (Here, the odds are in your favor.)
e What to do if a tax agent shows up at your door
unannounced.

¢ How to make the tax man suspicious: more than
25 signals that suggest tax fraud. Signals given off
by the tax man that hint at a criminal investigation.
e When the exam period ends, collection begins.
Do you have any recourse then?

e Encouraging note: the double screening your re-
turn must pass before you get audited.

e Should you round off your figures?

e The awesome legal powers of Special Agents
and Revenue Agents. How they differ.

e Can your accountant be required to testify
against you? How about your wife? Your

Valuable Extras

@ Official IRS List of Unallowable Deductions
® [RS Guidelines for Auditing Professionals
® 20 charts, illustrations, IRS forms

® Map of IRS districts

children? Can your accountant be forced to pro-
duce your tax records?

e Useful literature you can get free from the U.S.
Tax Court.

* True or False: when a taxpayer beats a criminal
rap, he may still owe a big tax bill. :

e Should you go before the IRS yourself, or send
your tax advisor? 3 possibilities.

* One reason not to file an amended return.

® Your chances when you appeal (better than you
think).

* When the IRS suspects fraud: what goes on
behind the scenes. =

* Should you ever admit a mistake? A doubtful
deduction?

* What are the mathematical chances of being
prosecuted for a tax crime? Of being convicted?
Of going to jail?

* Priceless advice on how to conduct yourself dur-
ing the audit. Tips that help it run your way.
Dangers to avoid.

* Why the odds against you aren’t so bad after all.

® When is the best time to file—early, late, or just
under the wire?

One thing that makes an IRS audit so un-
settling: much of it operates outside the
American legal system. The tax bureaucrats
assess what they will. The taxpayer must
prove his deductions: guilty till proven inno-

HOW TO AVOID
AN LR.S. AUDIT

cent. It is an adversary situation—and the tax
collector holds all the guns. So if you pay a
sizable tax bill, you owe it to yourself to see
how far you can legally minimize your tax-
es—and what risks you may be taking at
each step.

The stakes are high. In 1978, the average
extra assessment gathered in by the IRS came
to $3,898. It is almost certain to soar over
$4,000 for 1979 returns—and keep soaring.
This new Manual comes just in time.

Our Guarantee

The Manual, frankly, is prepared for
those who make $25,000 or more. ..who
can save the most. ..who have the most to
lose. It is tax-deductible and comes as a type-
written Special Report for $35 postpaid, and
is returnable for a full refund within 30 days.

Nothing can guarantee you won’t be
audited. Sometimes it’s just bad luck. But if
you don’t agree that the Manual cuts your
chances of an audit, just return it. You’ll get
your $35 back, and no questions asked.

How to get this
Special Report FREE

You may take this $35 Report FREE with a
two-year subscription to TAX ANGLES, the
only monthly service that shows executives,
owners of small businesses, professionals and
investors how to cut their taxes legally. Just
check the box in the coupon and send $90 for
24 issues (two years). GUARANTEE: Read 4
issues. If TAX ANGLES isn’t worth many
times its modest price in tax savings, just tell us
to cancel after 4 issues. We’ll send you a com-
plete refund for the entire unused portion of
your subscription upon request — and you
keep the Manual FREE.

P mmm e m =2

free, even if I cancel.

Name

Alexandria House Books
901 N. Washington St., Alexandria, VA 22314

L] Ienclose $35. Please send The Taxpayer’s Audit Survival Manual postpaid. If not pleased, I
may return it within 30 days for full, prompt refund.

L] FREE OFFER: I enclose $90. Enter my TAX ANGLES subscription for 2 years (24 issues)
and send the Manual FREE. If not pleased after 4 issues of TAX ANGLES, I may cancel and re-
quest a full refund of the entire unexpired portion of my subscription. But the Manual is mine
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Reagan’s initial economic pro-
posals have taken center stage in
Washington. The Reagan plan is full
of the free enterprise rhetoric of
massive budget cuts, tax cuts, tight
money, and deregulation.

Libertarians aside, this rhetoric
has, more or less, been accepted at
face value by both Reagan’s op-
ponents and those who support his
proposals. For example, speaking
about the Reagan plan to reduce
marginal tax rates some 27% over
four years (although actual income
tax collections will go up on account
of inflation-induced ‘‘bracket
creep’’), House Majority Leader Jim
Wright of Texas said, ‘‘It’s
unrealistic to lead the people to ex-
pect that kind of (massive tax) cut. I
think it would be inflationary, that
it’s not compatible with a balanced
budget.”” What Wright has in mind
is not marginal rate reductions but
one-time rebates which, according to
old-fashioned Keynesian theory,

would lead to greater disposable in-
come and consumer demand,

resulting in higher price levels.
Reagan himself says the proposal
““‘will leave the taxpayers with $500
billion more in their pockets’’ over
the next five years. But is the
Reagan program all that much dif-
ferent from what would most likely
have been enacted had he not been
elected? Probably not. Is the pro-
posal all that radical—a fundamental
change from the manner of govern-
ing wrongly said to have been issued
in by FDR? Absolutely not.

Shortly before the first Presiden-
tial debate, Reagan promised to cut
the 1981 Carter budget by $13
billion, a reduction of 2%. In other
words, Reagan endorsed an increase
in spending over 1980 of $70.1
billion or 12%. Now, after the elec-
tion, Reagan has lowered his sights,
proposing to cut only $8 billion from
Carter’s initial runaway 1981 budget.
This is hardly revolutionary stuff;
the Carter budget which suddenly
became Reagan’s benchmark of
discussion was the culmination of a
decade of unrestrained government
growth. The federal budget more
than doubled during the Ford and
Carter years. Rather than being
heralded as some sort of revolu-
tionary, Reagan should be believed
when he and his advisors talk of
cementing this massive growth and
of their commitment to strong
government and a ‘‘well-managed
conservative welfare state.”’

Although Reagan’s current 1982
budget projection claims to reflect
budget “‘cuts’’ of $41.4 billion from
an earlier Carter projected figure,
since Reagan wants an additional

Washington Report:
Swapping Peanuts for Jellybeans

by Jule R. Herbert, Jr.

$7.2 billion for military spending,
only a $34.2 billion difference
results. More importantly, Reagan’s
total proposed 1982 expenditures of
$695.5 billion are actually $9.2
billion greater than what Carter had
estimated for 1982 prior to the elec-
tion.

The point is that it is business as
usual here in Washington. Basing
budget ‘‘cuts’’ on reductions from
other people’s estimates or projec-
tions for future budgets, as Reagan
did, obscures what is really going
on. Only by taking the currently
enacted budget and pointing out
when, what and how much is to be
cut, what, if anything, should be in-
creased, and what, if anything,
should be held constant, as Ed
Clark’s staff did in its 1980 cam-
paign White Paper, can an honest
and clear picture be made of what
direction an administration really
wants to go.

It is quite likely that the major
differences between the Carter and
Reagan projected budgets for 1982
and thereafter are mostly the result
of different guesses about future
economic conditions. Carter pro-
jected 2.5% real growth for 1982
with 8.8% inflation, whereas the
new administration made more op-
timistic assumptions: 4.2% real
growth and 8.3% inflation. Because
there is much disagreement within
the administration as to the impact
of its proposals, these projections
were reportedly arrived at by an in-
formal roundtable compromise and
then mathematically manipulated to
make the projections consistent.

Perhaps more promising is
Reagan’s marginal rate tax cut pro-
posal. The important thing here
would be to get the highest marginal
rates down as quickly as possible
and to index the brackets so that in-
flation induced increases in nominal
income would no longer result in
higher tax rates. Here again it seems
the new Administration has largely
missed the point by abandoning
these aspects of Kemp-Roth and
stretching the program out over four
years.

Libertarians, of course, for
reasons of justice, support any and
all tax cuts. The question is whether
true tax cuts can coincide with in-
creased government expenditures as
Reagan and the supply-siders pro-
pose. The level of taxation is by
definition equal to the amount of
private resources which are ex-
propriated by the state. The essence
of supply-side theory is that lower

marginal tax rates will lead to
greater private saving and investment
and, hence, more private wealth to
be taxed, leaving both the state and
its subjects better off. The crux of
the matter for supply-siders is
whether or not the market can save,
invest, and produce faster than the

government can expand expenditures, |

diverting private resources for its
own use. Since the creation of new
wealth takes time, it is highly likely
that marginal rate reduction coupled
with runaway government spending
will lead to even higher deficits than
in recent years.

This deficit, estimated at $100
billion for 1981 and 1982 by Reagan,
will be financed by a combination of
government borrowing and
monetary expansion. The supply-
siders, recognizing that money crea-
tion causes inflation, claim to favor
borrowing from the private sector,
coupled with monetary restraint. Ac-
cording to the new Treasury Under-
Secretary Norman Ture, increases in
the deficit need not cause either
“‘crowding out’’ of private invest-
ment or increased inflationary
pressure if the deficit increase is off-
set by the increase in private sector
saving. ‘‘If household and/or
business savings increase by as
much, if not more, than the govern-
ment’s deficit, gross private domestic
investment . . . will increase.”’” But it
is clear that this hoped for increase
can only be much smaller than it
would be if there were no deficit—
perhaps so much smaller as to wreck
the original plan. Moreover, the
government is not just borrowing; it
is also spending: buying up the
resources which could be used for
the creation of private wealth. It is
the ‘‘double-whammy’’ of the taxing |
(or borrowing) and spending process ‘!
that dooms the supply-side experi-
ment. .

Reagan has shown no desire to ac-
tually make the cuts of government
expenditures which would give his
plan a chance to succeed. He has
promised not to touch the ‘‘Sacred
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veteran’s benefits, make-work sum-
mer jobs, Medicare, and federal pen-
sions, and has proposed huge in-
creases in military spending of an
additional $105.1 billion over four
years. Since these programs together
plus interest on the federal debt
comprise almost the entire budget,
perhaps a ‘‘seat of the pants”’
history of federal spending will give
us a better idea of where spending
will likely be in 1985.

Let’s look at the facts. Between
1961 and 1968, when the Democrats
were in the White House, federal
spending increased almost exactly
100%, from President Eisenhower’s
last budget of $92.2 billion to Presi-
dent Johnson’s last budget of $184.5
billion. Under the Republicans—the
““fiscal conservatives’’—government
spending increased 118% between
1968 and 1976, from President
Johnson’s last budget to President
Ford’s last budget of $402.7 billion.
President Carter accelerated the
same pattern, with a 1981 budget of
$662 billion, approximately a 65%
increase over President Ford’s last
budget, showing that the trend is
getting worse.

Thus we hear budget analysts in
Washington saying that the only dif-
ference between the Republicans and
Democrats is that when the
Democrats spend they enjoy it while
the Republicans feel guilty about it,
but they both spend just the same.

Following these historical trends,
assuming that Reagan is no worse
than Carter, that the U.S. does not
get into a war in El Salvador or
elsewhere, and that inflation does
not completely destroy the dollar, we
can predict a 1985 budget of
$1,092.3 billion, or just over $1.09
trillion. Interestingly, this is only
$248 billion more than Reagan,
himself, projects with his optimistic
assumptions. Write down both pro-
jections and let’s see who the future
proves correct.

Jule R. Herbert, Jr. is President of the
National Taxpayers Legal Fund, a
member of the Libertarian National
Committee, and Director of the Tax
Action Committee of the National

Cows’’ such as Social Security, Taxpayers Union.
Reagan’s Budget Plan
1981 1982 1983 1984 1985
Outlays 655.2 695.3 732.0 770.2 844.0
Revenues 600.3 650.3 709.1 770.7 850.9
Deficit (—) or Surplus -54.9 -45.0 -22.9 0.5 689
Assumptions
CPI (% change) JiLs 8.3 6.2 4.7
Real GNP (% change) 1%l 4.2 5.0 4.2 4.2




NOW AVAILABLE FROM

THE CATO INSTITUTE...

Introduce yourself to Cato's
new, semiannual interdisciplin-
ary journal of applied public
policy at a special introductory
charter subscription price! The
Cato Journal is designed to keep
both scholars and laymen
abreast of the most recent think-
ing on key public policy issues by
some of America’s leading
scholars, including Arthur
Laffer, Hendrik Houthakker,
Edward Erickson, Murray
Rothbard, Richard Mancke, John
Baden, Ronald Max Hartwell,
William Siffin, Lloyd Dumas,

D. T. Armentano, Richard
Stroup, and many others.

Each year, over 600 pages of
controversial, stimulating, and
informative reading . . . all for
the special, never-to-be-repeated
price of $10 for one year, $17.50
for two years, and $22.50 for
three years. Volume 1, Number 1
is out now, sodon'tdelay . . .
get your copy by return mail
immediately. The Cato Journal
promises to become one of the
most quoted and sought after
publications currently in print.
Don’'t miss a single issue
of this important
new journal.

BOOKS AND
MONOGRAPHS

Provocative analyses of
economic and political issues
from the Cato Institute. Four
titles are now available:

Social Security: The Inherent
Contradiction, by Peter J.
Ferrara. A comprehensive
survey of the problems under-
mining history’s most costly
welfare legislation.

Balanced Budgets, Fiscal
Responsibility, and the Constitu-
tion, by Richard E. Wagner and
Robert D. Tollison. The authors
argue that a balanced federal
budget is fiscally sound and
democratically necessary.

Rent Control: The Perennial
Folly, by Charles W. Baird. The
causes of and cures for the
“New York disease’’: rent
control, which always fails to
achieve its stated objectives.
The Regulation of Medical Care:
Is the Price Too High? by John C.
Goodman. The skyrocketing
costs of medical care are a

and the Constitution

Cato Journal (one year)
Policy Report (one year)

Social Security: The Inherent Contradiction
Balanced Budgets, Fiscal Responsibility,

Rent Control: The Perennial Folly
The Regulation of Medical Care: Is The Price Too High?

Inquiry Magazine (one year)
Please send me information regarding the Cato reprint series.
Return to: Cato Institute, Publications Dept. LN, 747 Front St., San Francisco, CA 94111

4.00
5.00
5.00
10.00
15.00
15.00

01yl

Inquiry is a fresh new national
political magazine that won'’t fit
into the tired old pigeonholes of
“left’’ and ‘‘right.”” The New
Republic called it ‘‘the best of
the right wing rags,” and conser-
vative William Safire praised it
as ‘‘a lively, lefty magazine.”
Maybe George V. Higgins of the
Boston Globe got at the real
truth. ““Inquiry magazine may be
addictive,” he warned his
readers. ““Those guys will

flog anybody.”

Inquiry will make you laugh at
the latest blunders of the CIA. It
will make you cry about the
latest IRS scheme to pilfer your
paycheck. And it will make you
grit your teeth in outrage over
the continuing intrusion of
Orwellian government into every
aspect of our private lives. If
you're ready for some original
thinking on life in the age of
bureaucracy, then you're
ready for Inquiry.

Inquiry points the way toward
a future free from repression,
bureaucratic arrogance, and
economic privilege. Join the
thousands of Americans who
find Inquiry’s tough reporting
and daring analysis
the perfect antidote to
the old politics.

To Tks about Good as G
e e T ofa Rusing Star

OLICY.
EPORT

If what happens in the economy
is important to you, then you
can'’t afford to be without Policy
Report, the monthly newsletter
on economic policy questions.
Policy Report tells you what is
happening to the economy and
why. Each month two major
articles analyze important eco-
nomic issues, and our features
keep you up-to-date on inflation,
government spending, regula-
tions, and all the government
actions that influence
our economy.

Policy Report has established
itself as an important tool
for those who need to stay on top
of what is happening in Wash-
ington—who need to know why
policy changes are being made
and what the probable conse-
quences will be. Businessmen,
policy analysts, congressional

staffs, and concerned laymen
are turning to Policy Report for

its unique analysis of current
economic problems.

Don't delay—start your sub-
scription now and keep track of
what the Reagan administra-
tion’s policies will mean
for the economy.

Address

City State Zip

Amount enclosed Billmy  Visaor_  MasterCard
Acct. #

Signature Exp.date
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Region 1: Alaska

by Lew Beyer

The Alaska Libertarian Party’s
annual convention, featuring Robert
Ringer, author of ‘‘Restoring the
American Dream,’’ will be held in
Fairbanks on May 2 & 3. Attendance
is expected to be twice that of last
year’s convention.

Not to our surprise, Democrats
and Republicans are working
together to restrict the growing
Libertarian presence in Alaska
politics. Under Alaska Public Of-
fices Commission (APOC) rules, the
Libertarian Party is considered a
political ‘‘group’’ rather than a par-
ty, thus placing a limit of $1,000 on
contribution to any Libertarian can-
didate. Such a status would present
severe financial problems for any
potential Libertarian gubernatorial
campaign. APOC first agreed that
the LP’s status should be changed to
a ‘“‘limited political party’’ which
would remove the contribution
limitation. However, after state-wide
hearings, APOC (made up of two
Republicans and two Democrats)
voted to retain the current Alaska
LP status. Needless to say, the
Alaska LP is fighting this obvious
partisan effort to keep Libertarians
out of the governor’s race.

At the Alaska State Legislature,
Rep. Dick Randolph reports, ‘‘Ken
Fanning and I have an excellent
working relationship. Between the
two of us we are influential far
beyond our numbers.’’ Represen-
tatives Randolph and Fanning have
submitted resolutions opposing
registration and the draft, support-
ing the Tundra Rebellion (an effort
to wrest control of Alaska’s land
from the federal government),
repealing all state taxes including oil
and gas company taxes, and repeal-
ing the authority of the state to go
into bonded indebtedness. The Ran-
dolph/Fanning team will soon be
submitting a comprehensive
Criminal Justice Reform package
which includes abolition of vic-
timless crime laws and a requirement
that criminals provide restitution to
their victims.

Also, an historic first at the
Alaska State Legislature—Rep. Dick
Randolph called for a caucus and,
because there are now two libertar-
ian representatives, the legislature
was forced to recess.

REGIONAL REPORTS

any standard, thanks to the hard
work of John Tiritilli, convention
chair and newly elected state chair,
and his committee.

One hundred people attended the
Saturday evening banquet and heard
David Nolan present a conciliatory
call for future Libertarian political
action. Even the dull business por-
tion of the convention was well at-
tended with enthusiastic participants.

The week-end was a full one start-
ing with a cozy reception Friday
night, a rousing breakfast speech by
Dick Randolph, a key note address
by Tonie Nathan, a luncheon presen-
tation by the Minority Outreach
Committee, and a Sunday brunch
address by Eric O’Keefe on activist
opportunities.

But most importantly, crucial
business was conducted. A new state
committee was elected as follows:

John Tiritilli, Chairman *

Susan Flesher, Vice-chairman

Susan Gmirkin, Secretary

Judy Snyder, Treasurer

Fred Oerther, At-Large Member

of State Committee

Tim Wirkkala, At-Large Member

of State Committee

Gerry Longton, At-Large Member

of State Committee

In preparation for the National
Convention, 18 delegates and 15
alternates were elected and Paul
Dillan was selected as Oregon’s
representative to the national Plat- |
form Committee, a repeat honor |
from the 1979 convention. |

Resolutions of interest passed by |
the Oregon convention included: op-
position to the death penalty; sup-
port of current proposed state
legislation to abolish the income tax
on interest income; abolition of the |
Metropolitan Service District (the 1‘
Portland ‘‘Public’’ Bus); and sup- }
port of a Libertarian introduced bill l
which would greatly improve ballot
access for minor parties in Oregon
and assure ballot status for the
Libertarian Presidential nominee in
1984 without any petitioning.

Tiritilli reports that the biggest
plus from the week-end long conven- |
tion was the enthusiastic feeling with |
which everyone went home. Oregoni-
ans are geared for action.

Region 3: Oregon, and
Washington
by Vivian Baures

The main event in the Pacific
Northwest this spring was the
Oregon LP Annual Convention in
Portland on April 11/12. The con-
vention, held in conjunction with the
LNC meeting, was a huge success by

Region 8: North Dakota,
South Dakota, Minnesota,
Iowa

by Ben Olson

IOWA—The Iowa LP held its an-
nual convention the first weekend of
April in Des Moines. The affair was
well-organized by Pat Gall. New of-
ficers elected for two year terms are:

Mike Grant of Davenport, Chair-
man; Carol Pruitt of Cedar Rapids,
Recorder; and Marcia Farrington of
Ames, Treasurer. The convention
also elected 12 delegates and a list of
alternates to the 1981 national con-
vention.

Approximately 50 people attended
the LPI convention. Jeff Riggen-
bach, executive editor of Libertarian
Review, addressed the Saturday
evening banquet. About $2600 was
raised in cash and pledges for the
Iowa party. Other speakers at the
convention were lowans Ralph Aker-
mark, Bill McClain, Mal Iles and
outgoing chairman Gary Roewe.

Plans have begun for the annual
LPI Luau, to be held near Des
Moines on John Throckmorton’s
farm on July 25, and for the party’s
state fair booth. Party activists are
also making plans for two all-out
campaigns this year: Marcia Far-
rington is making a second run for
city council in Ames (she finished a
strong second in a field of five last
November); and Joan Stupka is run-
ning for alderman in Davenport.

MINNESOTA —The Minnesota
LP has grown significantly during
the past year (over 200 members cur-
rently), and is holding its annual
convention on April 24-25 in Arden
Hills. Convention flyers have been
distributed to approximately 7000
people (including National Tax-
payers’ Unions’ Minnesota list). Pre-
registrations are going well, and a
large turnout is expected. Chuck
Ullery and Linda Taylor are this
year’s convention organizers. Chuck
is the party’s retiring chairman, and
Linda is running for that position at
this convention.

The convention features a keynote
address at the Saturday evening ban-
quet by Ed Clark and workshops by
Eric O’Keefe and Leslie Graves Key.

The Minnesota Party has a new
office, located by Rex Newman, who
organized and helped in a general
sprucing up of the place. Volunteers
Jake and Paul Haagsman did spray
texturing of the walls and ceiling to
complement the donated carpeting.

NORTH DAKOTA—North
Dakota activists held their annual
convention in Fargo the last week-
end in March.

Tim Garcia from Grand Forks
was elected party chairman. Tim, 25,
is a student at the University of
North Dakota at Grand Forks and
plans to help organize an active SLS
chapter there in addition to leading
N.D. activists in creating a state-
wide organization. The party has
been basically dormant in the past,
but now it looks like things will
begin to click.

May-June, 1981

SOUTH DAKOTA—Emmett
Elrod from Deadwood is taking over
as party chairman. Darlene Nesson
remains Secretary-Treasurer. Ac-
tivists have recently helped with the
joint state/national fundraising
drive.

Region 9: Nebraska, Kansas
Oklahoma, Missouri,
Arkansas

by Lynn Crussel

OKLAHOMA —The LPO state
convention is scheduled for June 13
in Oklahoma City, and nine work-
shops are to be held during the con-
vention, along with regular business
and election of state officers. Guest
speakers include David Nolan and
Milton Mueller.

Plans for a petition drive in the
fall are currently on hold, awaiting a
10th Circuit Court of Appeals deci-
sion. The state LP expects a decision
by the end of the summer on this
case.

Tax protests are planned for the
evening of April 15th both in Tulsa
and Oklahoma City. These have
been very successful in the past, and
the party is expecting a great turnout
for this annual event.

The fundraising phonathon is go-
ing pretty well in this state, and ex-
pected revenues will help fund a peti-
tion drive. The state party increased
its membership by 50% in the recent
membership drive.

Spaces have been rented for the
two major State Fairs in the state.
This has proven to be an excellent
recruiting tool for the state party,
and the fair in Tulsa allows the party
to sell goods. This helps to defer
costs of renting the booth.

KANSAS—The state party is gear-,
ing up for a court suit challenging
the difficult petitioning procedures.
The party is also fighting zoning in
Franklin County. They are trying to
obtain a temporary restraining order
to stop enforcement of a zoning
board decision.

The state convention is planned
tentatively for June 20, and Dick
Randolph has been asked to be a
guest speaker.

The membership is busy with the
phonathon fundraiser, like most
other states.

NEBRASKA —The Nebraska par-

|ty is also in the middle of the

phonathon. They are planning for a
summer convention, but as of this
date, no date has been set for the
convention.

ARKANSAS—The Arkansas par-
ty held their state convention on
February 28, and Matt Richard is
the new state chair. They also elected
delegates to the August national con-
vention.

The LP here is currently fighting a
law which recently passed allowing

continued on page 14
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Region 4: Region 9: Region 14:
] Lew Beyer Tyler Olson Lynn Crussel Craig Franklin
‘ om mlt‘tee P.O. Box 742 210 North 32nd Street, 1916 Cherokee Ln. Box 12728 Res. Tri. Pk.
Fairbanks, AK 99707

Phoenix, AZ 85034
(602) 275-9478 (h)
248-8425 (LP)

Norman OK 73071

(405) 321-2524 (h)
325-1756 (0)

Region 10:

Ann Marie Perier

1921 Place One Lane

North Carolina 27709
(919) 544-3427 (h & o)

Region 15:

Jule Herbert

1113 C Street, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20003

907) 456-
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
Eric O’Keefe, National Director
2300 Wisconsin Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20007

Region 2:
Bill White
1220 Larnel Place

Region 5:
Rick White
1605 E. Charleston

(202) 333-8209

OFFICERS

Chairman

David Bergland

695 Town Center Drive
Suite 800

Costa Mesa, CA 92626
(714) 751-8980 (0)

Vice-Chairwoman

Mary Louise Hanson
1060 S. Parker Road, #6
Denver, CO 80222

(303) 753-0770 (h)

Secretary

Sylvia Sanders

RR #1, Box 114
Pocohontas, 1A 50574
(712) 335-4049 (h & o)

Treasurer

Dr. Dallas Cooley

8316 Arlington Blvd., Ste. 232
Fairfax, VA 22031

(703) 280-1106 (h)

861-8811 (o) 573-9000 (o)
Ext: 2063
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
Sara Baase David F. Nolan

4250 Cobalt Drive

LaMesa, CA 92041

(714) 460-9136 (h)
265-5231 (o)

Fred Esser

1309 West McDowell Road

Phoenix, AZ 85007
(602) 263-5426 (h)
254-5119 (0)

Michael Emerling

29 N. 28th Apt. 18-G
Las Vegas, NV 89101
(702) 384-0063

Bill Evers

P.O. Box 4030
Stanford, CA 94305
(415) 326-1624 (h)

1818 S. Jasmine

Denver, CO 80224

(303) 770-2000 (0)
759-2244 (h)

Dick Randolph

P.O. Box 123

Fairbanks, AK 99701

(907) 456-8480 (h)
452-2206 (o)
456-3812 (LP)

Jan-June

Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99811

(907) 465-4821 (o)
586-9824 (h)

David Walter

894 Pine Rd.

Warminster, PA 18974

(215) 672-3892 (h)
972-8289 (0)

Los Altos, CA 94022
(415) 961-4837 (h)
497-3324 (0)

Bruce Lagasse

4924 Sepulveda Blvd. #6

Sherman Oaks, CA 91403

(213) 501-0769 (h)
391-0711 X:2630 (o)

Mike Anzis

11 Winterbrach

Irvine, CA 92714

(714) 552-9255 (h)
641-5500 (o)

Region 3:

Vivian Baures

2351 China Gulch Rd.
Ruch, OR 97530
(503) 899-8250 (h)

Las Vegas, NV 89104
(702) 876-0910 (h)

Region 6:

Westley Deitchler
P.O. Box 341
Forsyth, MT 59327
(406) 232-0182

Region 7:

John Mason

1041 Cherokee

Denver, CO 80204

(303) 778-0686 (h)
442-7692 (0)

Region 8:

Ben Olson

Rt. #1, Box 114
Pocohontas, 1A 50574
(712) 335-4049 (h & 0)

Garland, TX 75042

(214) 690-4260 (h)
995-3441 (o)
651-1784 (LP)

Region 11:

Leslie Graves Key
912 Vernon Ave. #9
Madison, WI 53714
(608) 257-0145

Region 12:

Sandy Burns

2850 Sherwood Rd.
Columbus, OH 43209
(614) 237-1815

Region 13:

Phil Carden

607 N. 14th St.

Nashville, TN 37206

(615) 227-2546 (h)
254-6747 (0)

(202) 547-4955 (h)
543-1300 (o)

Region 16:
VACANCY

Region 17:

Andrea Millen Rich

P.O. Box 120

Orangeburg, NY 10962

(914) 359-0557 (h)
359-3255 (o)

Region 18:

William D. Burt

P.O. Box 775

Greenwich, CT 06830

(203) 661-0036 (h)
629-4692 (o)

STANDING COMMITTEES

Adpvertising/Publications:

David F. Nolan, Chair

Adpvertising/Publications Review:
David P. Bergland, Chair

Assistance to State Parties:

Sylvia Sanders, Chair

Finance:

Leslie Graves Key, Chair

Membership:

Kent Guida, Chair
1566 Bay Head Rd.
Annapolis, MD 21401
(301) 757-4797 (h)

Judicial:

Jim Clarkson, Chair
4 Coral Avenue
Rome, GA 30161
(404) 235-2181 (h)

Mailing List:
David P. Bergland, Chair

Salary Review:
Dallas Cooley, Chair

Special Platform Committee:
Rich Kenney

Directory of Libertarian Party
State Organizations

ALABAMA

State Chair

Mr. Adam Hand
POUBox 351
Tuscaloosa, AL 35402

Newsletter Editor
Tim Gatewood
P.O. Box 775

Birmingham Southern College (California Libertarian Council)

Birmingham, AL 35254

Speaker’s Bureau

Steve Smith

704 48th Street S.
Birmingham, AL 35222
(205) 592-3801 (h)

ALASKA

State Chair

Mr. Lew Beyer

P.O. Box 742

Fairbanks, AK 99707

(907) 456-1211 (o)
456-3812 (LP)

Newsletter Editor
Susan Bickman

Star Route Box 5422
Eagle River, AK 99577

Speaker’s Bureau
Sonja Redmond

521 Creekside Drive
Anchorage, AK 99504
(907) 337-3724

ARIZONA

State Chair

Mr. Buck Crouch

5851 South 6th Avenue
Tucson, AZ 85706
(602) 889-8582 (h)

Newsletter Editor

Marcia Allen-Mabrey
Arizona LP Newsletter Editc
2841 N. Castro

Tucson, AZ 85705

(602) 662-4179

Speaker’s Bureau
Joan Vanderslice
4019 N. 44th Place
Phoenix, AZ 85018
(602) 243-7157 (0)
959-1557 (h)

ARKANSAS

State Chair

Matt Richards
2010 South Blvd.
Conway, AR 72032
(501) 329-5257

Speaker’s Bureau

Paul Jacob

35 DeSoto Circle

N. Little Rock, AR 72116

(501) 753-6601 (h)
376-2522 (o)

CALIFORNIA

Chair

Jon Michael Hall
14834 Friar St. #D
Van Nuys, CA 91401
(213) 782-3017 (h)

Vice-Chair (Northern CA)
Martin Buerger

145 Hazelwood Ave.

San Francisco, CA 94112
(415) 585-3292 (h)

Vice-Chair (Southern CA)
Melinda Pillsbury-Foster
7019 Chimineas

Reseda, CA 91335

(213) 343-6733 (h)

Newsletter Editor

Lester Antman

17175 Brookhust

Fountain Valley, CA 92708
(714) 975-0905

Chair (State LP)

Mr. Bill Evers

P.O. Box 4030

Stamford, CA 94305

(415) 326-1624 (h)
323-2464 (0)

Finance

Carolyn Felton

9 Alta Avenue
Piedmont, CA 94611
(415) 428-2344

Speaker’s Bureau

Northern CA

John Mann

1029 Liberty St.

El Cerrito, CA 94530

(415) 526-9334

Martin Buerger: (415) 585-3292

San Diego Co.
Marc Ward

Box 932

Bonita, CA 92002

Orange Co.
Jack Dean
17179 Brookhurst
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
(714) 776-6137

975-0905

Los Angeles

Melinda Pillsbury-Foster
7019 Chimineas Ave.
Reseda, CA 91335

(213) 343-6733

COLORADO

State Chair

Mr. John Mason
P.O. Box 1557
Denver, CO 80201
(303) 778-0686 (h)

Newsletter Editor
David F. Nolan
1818 S. Jasmine St.
Denver, CO 80224
(303) 770-2000 (o)
759-2244 (h)

Speaker’s Bureau
Chris Pentico
2819 W. 28th
Denver, CO 80211
(303) 455-3193

CONNECTICUT

State Chair

Mr. Richard E. Spilman
P.O. Box 2314
Stamford, CT 06906
(203) 358-2250

Newsletter Editor
Anthony H. Young

1 Catoonah Street
Ridgefield, CT 06877
(203) 438-9143 (h)

Speaker’s Bureau
Jenny Roback

Box 1987, Yale Station
New Haven, CT 06520
(203) 776-7706

DELAWARE

State Chair

Mr. John R. Strojny
3205 Garnet Place
Londonderry,
Wilmington, DE 19810
(302) 478-9386 (h)

Newsletter Editor
Paul Thompson

72 Helios Ct. TreeTop
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 731-9524

Speaker’s Bureau
Lyndon Olson

1303 Delaware Ave. #307
Wilmington, DE 19806
(302) 654-5082

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

State Chair

Christopher J. Grieb

2300 Wisconsin Ave. Ste. 201
Washington, D.C. 20007
(202) 333-8263

Newsletter Editor

Bruce Hill Majors

2300 Wisconsin Ave., Ste. 201
Washington, D.C. 20007
(202) 333-8263

Speaker’s Bureau

Gillian Jewell

2300 Wisconsin Ave., Ste. 201
Washington, D.C. 20007
(202) 333-8209

FLORIDA

State Chair

Mr. Fred Daniels

450 Hillman Avenue

Maitland, FL 32751

(305) 644-2243 (h)
843-2222 (o)

Newsletter Editor
Claude Pinnsonault
Box 557253

Miami, FL 33155

Speaker’s Bureau

Ted McAnlis

1918 Ascott Rd.

N. Palm Beach, FL 33408
(305) 626-3212

GEORGIA

State Chair

Mr. Gary Marcus

3330 Atlanta Road, #N-8

Smyrna, GA 30080

(404) 436-9220 (h)
761-7678 (LP)

Newsletter Editor

Jim Cox

214 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE
Smyrna, GA 30318

(404) 325-4879 (h)

Speaker’s Bureau
Robert Falk

733 Michael St.
Atlanta, GA 30329
(404) 321-3085

HAWALII

State Chair

Ms. Dale L. Pratt

1400 Kapiolani Blvd., Ste. B49
Honolulu, HI 96814
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Newsletter Editor

Ken Schoolland
47-692-2 Hui Kelu Street
Kaneohe, HI 96744
(808) 739-6977

Speaker’s Bureau
Ken Schoolland
Hui Kelu St.
Kaneohe, HI 96744
(808) 239-6977

IDAHO

State Chair

Mr. Larry Fullmer
P.O. Box 4106
Pocatello, ID 83201
(208) 232-2306 (h)

Speaker’s Bureau

Rich Price

4227 Denton St.

Boise, ID 83706

(208) 345-1803 (h)
336-4500 (o)

ILLINOIS

State Chair

Ray Birks

LP of Illinois

Box 313

Chicago, IL 60690

(312) 472-1536 (h)
248-2250 (0)

Newsletter Editor

Dan Hanson

1245 W. Barry, 1R
Chicago, IL 60657

Speaker’s Bureau

Bob Costello

320 Callan Ave.

Evanston, IL 60202

(312) 864-4382 (h)
372-2255 (0)

INDIANA

State Chair

Kevin Grant

802 S. State St. #8

S. Whitley, IN 46787

(219) 723-5691 (h)
723-5146 (0)

Newsletter Editor
Jennifer Bergman Debaun
P.O. Box 1601
Indianapolis, IN 46206
(317) 786-1486

Speaker’s Bureau

Bob Behrman

714 W. 13th St.
Bloomington, IN 47401
(812) 336-1728

IOWA

State Chair

Gary Rowe

RR 2 Box 59
Laurens, IA 50554
(712) 845-2335 (h)

Newsletter Editor
Vicki Mongeau
Route 2, Box 59
Laurens, IA 50554
(712) 845-4049 (h)

Speaker’s Bureau
Dick Bacon
3403 Jersey Ridge Rd. #605
Davenport, A 52807
(319) 359-6474 (h)
788-0431 (o)

KANSAS

State Chair

Mr. Joel Ayers

P.O. Box 8
Richmond, KS 66080
(913) 835-2685 (h)

Newsletter Editor
Dave Oas

P.O. Box 56
Richmond, KS 66080
(913) 835-4156

Speaker’s Bureau
Brent Davis

5820 East Skinner
Wichita, KS 67218
(316) 683-9435

KENTUCKY

State Chair

Mr. Ernest McAfee
20 Spurlin Court
Richmond, KY 40475
(606) 623-0196

Newsletter Editor
Matt Livingood
2420 Longest Ave.
Louisville, KY 40207
(502) 895-1106

Speaker’s Bureau
Ernest McAfee

20 Spurlin Ct.
Richmond, KY 40475
(606) 623-0196

LOUISIANA

State Chair

Crayton Sparky Hall
12425 Castle Hill Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70814
(504) 275-4160 (h)

Newsletter Editor

Chris Gould

1020 Short Street, Apt. A
New Orleans, LA 70118
(504) 861-8025 (h)

Speaker’s Bureau

Diane Tudor

1445 Westmoreland
Lake Charles, LA 70605
(318) 478-3413

MAINE

State Chair
Newsletter Editor
Speaker’s Bureau
Ms. Mary Denzer
RFD #3, Box 84
Wiscasset, ME 04578
(207) 882-7915 (o)
443-6241 (h)

MARYLAND

State Chair

Dr. I. Dean Ahmad

4400 East-West Hwy., #1111
Bethesda, MD 20014

(301) 951-0539 (h)

Newsletter Editor

Lee Williams

122581 Street;"S*B.

Washington, D.C. 20003

(202) 547-6760 (h)
547-2770 (o)

Speaker’s Bureau

Cheri Bowman

804 Wayne Ave.

Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 565-3480 (h)

MASSACHUSETTS

State Chair

Norman MacConnell
9 Union St.
Hingham, MA 02043
(617) 749-3993

Newsletter Editor
Steve Trinward

19 Caltha Road
Brighton, MA 02135
(617) 787-3475 (h)

Speaker’s Bureau

Jim Poulin

11 Independence Drive
Woburn, MA 01801
(617) 935-1509

MICHIGAN

State Chair

Mr. Brian Wright

1850 Mansfield

Birmingham, MI 48008

(313) 644-1816 (h)
624-5200 (0)

Newsletter Editor
Kathy Jacob

2707 Highbrook
Midland, M1 48640
(517) 631-6536

Speaker’s Bureau
Janet Parks

3901 Kilt Court
Midland, M1 48640
(517) 631-9737

MINNESOTA

State Chair

Mr. Charles Ullery

c/o LP of Minnesota
P.O. Box 774
Minneapolis, MN 55440
(612) 227-3955

Newsletter Editor
Wayne De Priest
847 Agate

St. Paul, MN 55117
(612) 227-6725 (h)

Speaker’s Bureau

Dennis Kurk

373 University Ave.

St. Paul, MN 55103

(612) 484-3688
292-8672 (LP)

MISSISSIPPI

State Chair

Mr. Charles Clark
P.O. Box 143
Perkinston, MS 39573
(601) 928-3806 (h)

MISSOURI

State Chair
Newsletter Editor
Speaker’s Bureau
Mr. Marshall Cobb
10160 Squire Meadow, #1
St. Louis, MO 63123
(314) 631-1632

664-7000 X:231 (0)

MONTANA

State Chair

Mr. Duncan Scott
Montana Libertarian Party
Box 7272

Missoula, MT 59807

(406) 728-3862 (h)

Newsletter Editor

Della Scott

P.O. Box 1464

Elmo, MT 59915

(406) 849-5340
728-0847

Speaker’s Bureau
Don Doig

701 S. 4th St. W.
Missoula, MT 59801
(406) 728-3862

NEBRASKA

State Chair

Mr. Daniel Salem
1014 S. 30th Ave.
Omaha, NE 68105
(402) 341-0691 (h)

NEVADA

State Chair

Mr. Dan Becan
P.O. Box 12214
Reno, NV 89510
(702) 786-7184 (h)

Newsletter Editor

John Ketchum

414 Casino Center Blvd. S.
#4-A

Las Vegas, NV 89101
(702) 382-4695

Speaker’s Bureau
Deborah Hassler
Libertarian Party
2105 Western Ave.
Las Vegas, NV 89102
(702) 384-0081

NEW HAMPSHIRE

State Chair

Mrs. Nancy Reed

1 Pleasant Drive
Londonderry, NH 03053
(603) 434-9959 (h)

Newsletter Editor
Paul Koning

RFD #3, Brian Drive
Raymond, NH 03077
(603) 895-9084

NEW JERSEY

State Chair

Mr. C. William George
P.O. Box 444
Westfield, NJ 07091
(201) 654-3954 (LP)

Speaker’s Bureau
Virginia Flynn

RD 3 Box 370
Jackson, NJ 08527
(201) 928-9758

NEW MEXICO

State Chair

Mr. Steve Curtis

Box 1769

Albuquerque, NM 87103

(505) 266-0951 (h)
842-8155 (0)

NEW YORK

State Chair
Newsletter Editor
Mr. Gary Greenberg
FLP Headquarters

225 Lafayette St., Ste. 1212

New York, NY 10012
(212) 226-6483 (LP)
732-5000 X:307 (0)

Speaker’s Bureau
John Zdanowiez

130 San Gabriel Drive
Rochester, NY 14610
(716) 244-7582

NORTH CAROLINA

State Chair

Mr. David Braatz

P.O. Box 114

Mt. Mourne, NC 28123

(704) 892-3694 (h)
875-1381 X:30 (o)

Newsletter Editor
Linda Janca

P.O. Box 114

Mt. Mourne, NC 28123
(704) 892-3694

Speaker’s Bureau
Linda Janca

Box 114

Mt. Mourne, NC 28123
(704) 892-3694

NORTH DAKOTA

State Chair

Tim Garcia

33 Ambherst St.

Grand Forks, ND 58103
(701) 775-5861

Speaker’s Bureau
Bill Shockey
P.O. Box 448
Sabin, MN 56580
(218) 789-7565

OHIO

State Chair

Mr. Thomas J. Zuber

250 So. High Street

Columbus, OH 43215

(614) 444-1783 (h)
444-6861 (o)
464-0911 (LP)

Newsletter Editor

Eric Isaacson

Ohio University

Rm. 355 Hoover House
Athens, OH 45701

Speaker’s Bureau

Carl Nennerfelt

1571 Dyer Rd.

Grove City, OH 43123

(614) 875-8891 (h)
875-6235 (0)

OKLAHOMA

State Chair

Mr. Tom Laurent
116 S. 19th Street
Guthrie, OK 73044

Newsletter Editor
Gordon Mobley
2401 Osborne Drive
Norman, OK 73069
(405) 364-8253

Speaker’s Bureau

Tom Winter

1819 E. 27th St.

Tulsa, OK 74114

(918) 582-0656 (0)
742-8912 (h)

OREGON

State Chair
John Tiritilli
14895 NW Hunters Drive
Beaverton, OR 97006
(503) 645-0264

245-6081 (LP)

Newsletter Editor
Burgess Laughlin

710 S.W. Madison, #706
Portland, OR 97205

Speaker’s Bureau
Craig Armstrong
3631 NE 71st Ave.
Portland, OR 97213
(503) 281-4886

PENNSYLVANIA

State Chair

Newsletter Editor

Mr. David Walter

894 Pine Road

Warminster, PA 18974

(215) 672-3892 (h)
972-8289 (0)

Speaker’s Bureau
Frank Bubb

97 Dartmouth Ave.
Swarthmore, PA 19081
(215) 544-1866

RHODE ISLAND

State Chair

Mr. Jerry Daniels
P.O. Box 6651
Providence; RI 02940
(401) 831-8927

Speaker’s Bureau
Paul Crawford *

219 Hornbine Rd.
Rehobeth; MA 02769
(617) 676-1390

SOUTH CAROLINA

State Chair

Ms. Lee Bowie

P.O. Box 50115
Columbia, SC 29250
(803) 254-8683

Newsletter Editor

Drew Smith

Keowya Apt. B-3, Rt. 2
Seneca, SC 29678

Speaker’s Bureau

Tom Waldenfels

Box 1132

Tyron, SC 28782

(803) 457-4662 (h)
895-4300 (o)

SOUTH DAKOTA

State Chair

Emmet Elrod

Box 67

Deadwood, SD 57732
(605) 578-3439

Speaker’s Bureau
Darlene Nesson
750 Nicolette S.W.
Huron, SD 57350
(605) 352-4682

TENNESSEE

State Chair

Mr. Bob R. Chapuis

211 Sawyer Brown Court

Nashville, TN 37221

(615) 646-2248 (h)
552-6557 (o)

Newsletter Editor
Roger Bissell

4415 Lone Oak Rd.
Nashville, TN 37215

TEXAS

State Chair

Ms. Honey Lanham

P.O. Box 35432

Dallas, TX 75235

(214) 350-3980 (h)
658-3926

Newsletter Editor

Mike Grossberg

Texas LP Newsletter Editor
1205 East 52nd St., #201
Austin, TX 78723

(512) 454-1522

UTAH

State Chair

Mr. Steve Trotter

3213-B Orchard

Salt Lake City, UT 84106
(801) 484-5895

VYERMONT

State Chair

Mr. Bruce Wiley

RD #1, Box 140
Ferrisburg, VT 05456
(802) 877-2711

Speaker’s Bureau

Jim Hedbor

Barnes Bay

So. Hero, VT 05486

(802) 372-5041 (h)
372-4014 (o)

VIRGINIA

State Chair

Mr. Scott Bowden
P.O. Box 857
McLean, VA 22101
(703) 356-0750 (h)

Speaker’s Bureau

No. VA

Jody Croley

11603 Vantage Hill Rd. #1A
Reston, VA 22029

So. VA

Michel LaVean

1710 Wilmington Ave.
Richmond, VA 23227
(804) 355-1923

WASHINGTON

State Chair

Mr. Jay Miskimen

2920 200th Avenue, S.E.
Issaquah, WA 98027
(206) 392-5003

Speaker’s Bureau

Rod Colver

22002 Highway 99 #20

Edmonds, WA 98020

(206) 776-8420
622-0470

WEST VIRGINIA

State Chair

Mr. Chris Gundlach
618 Hall Greer Blvd.
Huntington, WV 25701
(304) 522-4575

Speaker’s Bureau

Gene Weaver

2410 Woodland Ave.

S. Charleston, WV 25303
(304) 744-4209

WISCONSIN

State Chair

Ms. Leslie Graves Key
912 Vernon Ave. #9
Madison, WI 53714
(608) 257-0145 (LP)

Newsletter Editor
Steve De Mars

711 Pirate Island Drive
Madison, WI 53716
(608) 222-7037

Speaker’s Bureau

Helen Slavens

2424 Independence Lane-#103
Madison, WI 53704

(608) 249-0388

WYOMING

State Chair
Speaker’s Bureau
Jerry Burback

3029 Allendale Blvd.
Casper, WY 82601
(307) 577-0738

Newsletter Editor
Gerard Reith

1116 N. Main
Sheridan, WY 82801
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the cities to levy a one-cent sales tax.
They are pushing for a review provi-
sion for the law. This has generated
lots of publicity for the LP here.

MISSOURI—A(fter a brief hiatus
following the November elections,
things are starting to roll in
Missouri, according to state chair
Marshall Cobb. The membership
drive resulted in a 41% increase in
national memberships between the
end of 1980 and February 28. Late
applications are expected to increase
this figure even more.

The annual convention which will
be held in Columbia on April 24-25
is expected to be the biggest LP
event ever in Missouri. The films
““The Incredible Bread Machine”’
and ‘‘The Inflation File’’ will be
shown. Speakers include Andrew
Chalk, Ph.D. candidate in

Economics at Washington University |

at St. Louis.

The state newsletter, sporadically
published in the past, is now a bi-
monthly feature on the Missouri
scene effective with the March issue.
State organizations interested in ex-
changing newsletters with Missouri
should write to Marshall Cobb at the
address shown in the directory of
state chairs.

Region 10: Texas
by Ann Marie Perier

The late winter and early spring
elections are behind us with good
showings by Libertarians throughout
the state. Gary Johnson of Austin
ran a strong Libertarian campaign
for mayor, finishing fourth in a six
way race. Four El Paso Libertar-
ians—John McDivitt (County
Chair), Brad Harrison (County
Secretary-Treasurer), John Hendley
(former County Chair), and Todd
Darby—ran for seats on the pro-
posed city charter commission. All
four are considering active partisan
campaigns in 1982.

In the April 4th elections Mike
Angwin of Crosby received 30% of
the vote in his bid for election to the
District Water Board. Angwin was
endorsed by a prominent local
group, the Special Committee for
Acceptable Taxation (SCAT) and

campaigned on a platform of legaliz- |

ing private wells and septic tanks as
a first step in eliminating the legal
barriers to private water and sewage
treatment. When asked to join
SCAT, Angwin declined, explaining
that he would join only if the group
changed its name to Special Com-
mittee Against Taxation.

February 26th saw eight University
of Houston students campaigning
together on a Libertarian slate.
James Williams, UH Libertarian
Alliance chair, and fellow UH Liber-
tarians Bill Traweek, Randy David-
son, Steve Paul, Manuel Roca,

REGIONAL REPORTS

Trebor Kutyba, Craig Haynie, and
Kevin Lacobie received 21% of the
vote.

While other areas of the state were

working on electing Libertarians to
office, Dallas Libertarians were driv-
ing to Austin to fight the legislature.
Dallasites David Kelley, chair of
Texans for Freedom of Choice in
Health Care, and Greg Clark spent
many hours lobbbying and testifying
before legislative committees.

The state organization is making
progress toward its goals with an
82% increase in national member-
ship, adding three new counties to
those already organized, active
organizations at six universities, and
a regional organization in the
panhandle. The Independence
Pledge drive has raised over $22,000
in pledges in less than two months
and is planning a telephone follow-
up to raise more funds. These
pledges will insure more and better
literature from the publications
director and the continued publica-

tion of the excellent state Libertarian

newspaper, Free Texas.
The highlight of the year will be

the state conference (Libertarians are

prohibited by law from having an
official convention) in Austin June
19-21. Titled ‘“The Politics of Prin-
ciple,”’ it will feature such speakers
as Murray Rothbard, a debate be-
tween economist David Friedman
and philosopher George Smith on
the foundations of libertarianism.
Texas Libertarians are predicting a
large turnout and an exciting con-
ference. Invitations are extended to
all Libertarians and friends to at-
tend.

Region 11: Wisconsin,
Illinois
by Leslie Graves Key

About 175 Illinois Libertarians at-
tended a star-studded state conven-
tion in Chicago April 10-12 to hear
Ed Clark, Tibor Machan, Peter
Breggin, and others speak about
‘‘Rediscovering Liberty;’’ elect 26
delegates to the 1981 Libertarian
party national convention; and elect
Libertarian Party of Illinois officers
for the coming year.

Ray Birks, who served previously
as the Clark for President coor-
dinator in Illinois, was elected Il-
linois state chair in an exciting con-
test with long-time activist Tom
Verkuilen. Also elected were nor-
thern Illinois vice-chair, Gerry
Walsh; southern Illinois vice-chair,
Scott Tillman; treasurer, Mary Alice

Strzalka; and secretary, Marji Kohls.

In the last several months, groups

from DeKalb, Rockford, Peoria,
and the ‘‘Quad Cities’’ have af-
filiated with the Illinois LP, and new
groups are forming in Champaign,
Normal, Carbondale, and Kane
County. In Rockford, Libertarian
David Kelley won 9% of the vote in
a 3-way contest for city alderman
from Rockford’s Fourth Ward.

In Wisconsin, Libertarians are
looking forward to the June 6-7 state
convention at the Concourse Hotel
in Madison that is featuring Murray
Rothbard as its banquet speaker, in
addition to an interesting line-up of
workshops and panels.

The Wisconsin state legislature is
currently paying a back-handed com-
pliment to the Wisconsin Libertarian
Party by giving bi-partisan support
to a bill that would double the
percentage of the vote needed to
maintain ballot status. 1980 was the
first time in over 60 years that a not-
previously-known candidate won
over 1% of the vote (Ed Clark got
1.4%), thus attaining continued
ballot status. The state legislature is
trying to double the percentage re-
quired in future elections because
otherwise there will be ‘‘too many
parties on the ballot.’”” Right now,
the Republican, Democratic, and
Libertarian Parties are the only par-
ties that enjoy ballot status in
Wisconsin.

Appearances by Wisconsin Liber-
tarians on several radio shows
discussing ‘‘Reaganomics’’ have
resulted in a steady flow of inquiries
into the Madison office. This office
has moved temporarily to a new
location at 912 Vernon Ave., Suite
9, in Madison, while larger accom-
modations are being sought.

e ]

Region 12: Indiana, Ohio,
Kentucky, Michigan
by Sandy Burns

All of the states in Region 12 have
quadrupled their memberships in
both state organizations and in the
national party since 1976. Most of
this growth occurred during the past
year and a half.

In terms of overall organization
during the Clark campaign and since
the election, each state is actively
working toward maximizing the
effectiveness of furthering Liber-
tarian influence at the grassroots
level.

INDIANA —Kevin Grant,
Chairman-elect, has replaced Joe
Bryan, who ran a spirited campaign
for Monroe County Commissioner
last year.

The biggest challenge in the next
two years will be striving for perma-

nent ballot status for the Libertarian
Party in Indiana. LPI members will

need to file about 7,000 valid signa-
tures to be on the ballot in 1982. To
achieve permanent ballot status, the
Libertarian candidate for the Secre-

tary of State office must receive .5%
of the votes cast in that race.

Jenni Bergman Debaun has been
appointed Newsletter Editor of ‘““The
Quill.”’” Indiana plans a Tax Protest
in four cities on April 15 and a com-
bined ‘‘Decriminalization Day and
Independence Day Celebration’’ in
Bloomington on July 4. Contact
Kevin Grant at (219) 723-5691 for
details.

The Indiana State Delegate Con-
vention is scheduled for May 9 at the
Essex Hotel, 421 N. Pennsylvania,
Indianapolis. The keynote speaker
will be Eric O’Keefe, LNC National
Director.

KENTUCKY—Membership in
Kentucky quadrupled ower the past
year, reported Ernie McAfee, State
Chairman. Kentucky ranks 37th na-
tionally in state/national member-
ship which is a tremendous growth
from virtually no organization in
Kentucky in 1976.

Recently, the Richmond City
School Board levied a 3% tax on all
utilities which would have
automatically become effective on
May 1. However, in coordination
with a non-partisan group,
‘“Madison County Taxpayer’s Ac-
tion Group,’’ local Libertarians
helped to obtain 60% more
signatures than needed to put the
issue on the ballot in November for
local taxpayers to vote on the levy.

The Kentucky LP will be running
three local candidates for the Ken-
tucky General Assembly in 1981.
Those running in various Legislative
Districts are: Tom Bogel (47th),
David Galey (84th), and Ernie

| McAfee (81st). The state newsletter,
| ““Kentucky Libertarian’’ is evolving

into an excellent publication thanks

1 to the efforts of Newsletter Editor,

Matt Livingood. The Kentucky State
Convention is scheduled for June
27-28 at the Louisville Inn, ‘
Louisville, Kentucky. For details,
contact Sharon Wayne at (502)
288-0494.

MICHIGAN—Michigan may be
the ‘‘star’’ in organization in Region
12 (though there is much competi-
tion). According to Brian Wright,
State Chairman, not only did
Michigan attain permanent Liber-
tarian party ballot status this past
year, but increased its membership
400% in the past year. As a result of
a funding pledge system within one
of the committees, Michigan has
been able to hire a full-time director
for the state. Michigan is the only

state in Region 12 to accomplish this
goal thus far.

Bette Erwin, candidate for the 4th
Congressional district, has been

continued on page 22
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Funds, Volunteers

Over 400 Libertarians from 39
states participated in an ambitious
Finance Committee ‘‘phonathon’’ in
late March and early April to raise
critically needed operating funds for
national headquarters and state par-
ties. So far, these volunteers have
reported raising over $40,000 in one-
time contributions and monthly
pledges.

““Considering that right now is the
most difficult time in any four-year
period to raise money for political
purposes, we are quite happy with
the resuits of this effort,”’ com-
mented Finance Committee Chair
Leslie Graves Key. She added that
the Finance Committee expects the
total raised in this phonathon to ex-
ceed $60,000, not including funds
raised by a letter from Alaska State
Representative Dick Randolph ask-
ing for pledges and one-time con-
tributions, to which the phonathon
was a follow-up.

According to Key, this phonathon
was the fourth such effort conducted
by the Libertarian Party since 1978.
‘“‘In past phonathons, a small
number of people were asked to
make telephone calls to people who
had previously contributed very high
amounts to the Libertarian Party.
Because our goal this time was not
just to raise money, but also to ex-
pand our base of experienced and
dedicated volunteer fundraisers, we
asked far more people to help us out
than ever before.”’

To achieve their goals, the officers
of the Finance Committee agreed to
find people in as many states as
possible who would, as their part of
the project, recruit activists in their
state to make calls to fellow Liber-
tarians to discuss the importance of
keeping the Libertarian Party going
and ask them for a contribution or
monthly pledge.

‘““As far as I know,’’ Key stated,
‘““the Libertarian Party is the only
political organization that makes
successful widespread use of
volunteers in its finance projects. It

takes a great deal of courage to sit
down at your telephone, call up
strangers, and ask them for money.
Other political parties usually have
to pay people to do this. I think this
shows that our supporters are excep-
tionally committed and also, in the
case of this phonathon, that they
were aware of how desperate our
financial picture is.”’

The three primary organizers of
the phonathon—Leslie Key, Kent
Guida, and Bob Thompson—noted
that Sandy Burns (Ohio), Joe
Laiacona (Indiana), and Mike Lout-
tit (Montana) served as regional
coordinators in the phonathon and
were crucial to its success.

The Finance Committee also
wishes that recognition and apprecia-
tion be extended to all the state
coordinators (a listing of their names
follows) and individual volunteers
who made the phonathon possible.
ALABAMA —Steve Smith
ARIZONA—Cindy Coplen
CALIFORNIA—Carolyn Felton
COLORADO—Jan Jillson
CONNECTICUT—Richard Spillman
DELAWARE—AIlan R. Burgess
GEORGIA—Gary Marcus
IDAHO—Jack Dalton
ILLINOIS—Raymond Birks
INDIANA—Joe Laiacona
IOWA—Gary Roewe
KENTUCKY—Mitch Wayne
LOUISIANA—Crayton Hall
MAINE—Mary A. Denzer
MARYLAND—Frances Eddy
MICHIGAN—Kathleen Jacob
MINNESOTA—Linda Ann Taylor
MISSISSIPPI—L. Renee Ethridge
MISSOURI—Marshall Cobb
MONTANA—Della A. Scott
NEBRASKA—Daniel Salem
NEVADA—Ron Wittig
NEW YORK—Gary Greenberg
N. CAROLINA—Robert Thompson
N. DAKOTA—Tim Garcia
OHIO—Sandy Burns
OKLAHOMA —Agnes Wampler
PENNSYLVANIA—Joseph Sabatina
S. CAROLINA—Carol Lee Bowie
TENNESSEE—Bobby R. Chapuis

| o ¥

Minnesota LP Convention drew record crowd. Photo by Doug Robbins..
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Heuadquarters Acquires
New Computer

by Gillian Jewell

il[ian Jewel and Bruce Majors at the
National Headquarters Computer.

An illustration of the Libertarian
Party’s tremendous growth during
the Clark campaign and in the
months following has been the in-
stallation of a brand new Data
General Eclipse S-140 computer at
National Headquarters. During the
bustling activity of the campaign,
the LP’s MicroNova computer was
pushed to overcapacity, running 24
hours a day, 7 days a week. By elec-
tion day the LP contributor base had
tripled, a ‘‘prospect’’ list of in-
terested people had grown to 10,000,
and the Clark TV ads had generated
approximately 25,000 new names.
Running out of disk space on the ex-
isting computer was becoming an
imminent problem. The Party
needed a faster, bigger, safer and
more capable computer.

Although physically located at
Headquarters, the new computer
does not belong to the Libertarian
National Committee; rather, its ser-
vices are leased to the Party through
Liberty Services. Liberty Services,
the creation of Libertarian National
Committee member Craig Franklin,
is a limited partnership formed for
the specific purpose of providing
computing services to the Libertarian
Party and various other libertarian
organizations.

Four other terminals were pur-
chased along with the new computer
and they have been tentatively set up
in the office for the following pur-
poses:

One is to be used to look up
names, addresses, phone numbers
and contribution information, and
to keep closer track of the Party’s
financial situation by computerizing
the accounting system. Headquarters
manager Kristina Herbert said,
““This new tool will help us to
streamline our Headquarters pro-
cedures, freeing more valuable time

for servicing local and state party
organizations.’’

A second terminal will be used as
a fundraising station where a
telephone fundraiser can call up a
name and financial and other back-
ground information on the screen.
Telephone fundraising can be much
more successful with that type of in-
formation at one’s fingertips.

A third terminal will be utilized
solely by the publications and com-
munications departments. The com-
puter’s word processing capability
will help facilitate the drafting and
editing of Libertarian Party News,
issue papers, and other publications.
“This is a big step up,’’ said Com-
munications Director Tom Palmer.
““Not only will our editing and pro-
duction process be made more effi-
cient, but the Communications
Department will look more like a
scene from TV’s Lou Grant.”

The fourth terminal will be set up
as a general inquiry station for on-
the-spot retrieval of information.

In addition to the extra terminals,
Liberty Services expects to have on-
line phone hook-ups with other
libertarian organizations. The great
advantage to having other libertarian
mailing lists on-line with one central
computer is the ability to merge the
names into one main master list,
thus avoiding duplication and costs
to organizations doing mailings to
several lists.

The acquisition of the new com-
puter opens the door to future
growth as well. The computer can
hold a maximum of one million
names, thus allowing expansion at a
ripe period in the Party’s history.
“Let’s face it,”’ said Craig, ‘‘the
Libertarian Party is attracting new
people every day and we have to be
in a position to handle the increase
in activity. The new computer will
allow us to do just that.”

Gillian Jewell was, until recently, the
Director of Computer Operations
for the Libertarian Party National
Headquarters, and now works for
Liberty Services.

Attention . . .

The California Libertarian Party
is looking for a State Coordinator
to work out of its office in"the San
Francisco Bay Area. Campaign
and organizational skills plus good
familiarity with LP stance desired.
Salary to be negotiated. Send
resume to: Bill Evers, P.O. Box
4030, Stanford, CA 94306.
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Current Affairs

Restricting Handguns: The Liberal Skeptics Speak Out, ed. by Don G. Kates.

Powerful arguments that handgun control is contrary to the interests of
women, minorities, etc. and is a violation of civil liberties. Contributors are
liberal dissenters from statist gun control orthodoxy; include general counsel
and former American chair of Amnesty International, liberal San Francisco
Supervisor, Vice President of Southern California ACLU, and others. Very
highly recommended. (hb., $10.00)

The New Jim Crow Laws, Walter Williams.

Thorough analysis of how government intervention hurts minorities and the
poor. Williams presents his argument with unassailable logic and thorough
documentation. Highly recommended. (pamphlet, $1.00)

Never Again: Learning From America’s Foreign Policy Failures, Earl C.
Ravenal.

Analysis of recent American foreign policy. Argues for a fundamental
rethinking of foreign policy. Written by a leading analyst and primary foreign
policy advisory to Ed Clark’s 1980 presidential campaign. (pb., $7.95)

The Draft: The Dynamics of Social Control, Milton Mueller.

Thorough examination of conscription, its purpose, its history, its impact.
Argues that the draft is unnecessary to maintain national defense. (pamphlet,
$1.50)

Local Problems: Libertarian Solutions, William D. Burt.

In-depth treatment of local issues, focusing on municipal problems and liber-
tarian, market solutions. Well documented and highly recommended for com-
munity activists and local candidates. (pb., $5.00)

Rent Control: Myths and Realities, ed. by Walter Block and Edgar Olsen.
This study demolishes the case for rent control, demonstrating with sound
logic and documentation that rent control leads to deteriorating neighborhoods
and housing shortages. (pb., $7.95)
Earth’s Resources, Robert J. Smith.

Presents the case that conservation and environmentalism are more compati-
ble with libertarianism than with statism. A pathbreaking work. (pb., $5.00)
Educating the Citizen Worker, Joel Spring.

A prominent educational historian documents the domination of the
American educational system by a government seeking to produce conformity
and perpetuation of its own control. Important for understanding the way
government has shaped social institutions. (pb., $10.00)

The Regulation of Medical Care: Is the Price Too High?, John C. Goodman.

Reviewed in this issue. Demonstrates that the medical profession enjoys
numerous legal privileges which raise the price of medical care and increase the
incomes of doctors. Argues for a free market in medical care. (pb., $5.00)
Race and Economics, Thomas Sowell.

Brilliant economist analyzes the effects of government intervention into
racial relations, arguing that it leads to conflict and stagnation. (pb., $11.00)
Strategic Disengagement and World Peace: Toward A Non-Interventionist
American Foreign Policy, Earl C. Ravenal.

Two essays discussing the limitations on American world power and the need
to diminish U.S. involvement around the world and the means by which the

threat of nuclear war can be reduced. (pb., $2.00)

Make check or money order payable to Libertarian Party Book Service.
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Economics

Economics in One Lesson, Henry Hazlitt.

Readable introduction to an often difficult subject. Intended to help the
reader understand the effects of government economic policy. (pb., $4.95)
What Has Government Done to Our Money, Murray N. Rothbard.

Brilliant introduction to the economics of inflation. Explains the function,

origin, and history of money, as well as the disastrous consequences of its con-
trol by the state. (pamphlet, $2.00)

The Incredible Bread Machine, various authors.

Introductory book on the market vs. government intervention. Explodes
many of the popular myths about government action. (pb., $2.95)
Unemployment and Monetary Policy: Government as Generator of the
Business Cycle, F. A. Hayek.

Exposition of the causal relationship between inflation and unemployment
includes Hayek’s important Nobel essay. (pb., $2.00)

The Fallacy of the Mixed Economy, Stephen Littlechild.

Explodes the idea of a ““mixed economy’’ and argues for a free market.
Powerful application of ‘‘Austrian’’ economic theory to political economy,
(pb., $2.00)

Man, Economy, and State, Murray N. Rothbard.

One of the great economic treatises of our time, this work provides a tour
through economic science from first principles to applied economic policy. A
masterful work; often times difficult to read. (pb., $10.00/hb., $30.00)
Power and Market: Government and the Economy, Murray N. Rothbard.

An extension of Man, Economy, and State that applies economic analysis to
government intervention, arguing that intervention leads to monopoly,

unemployment, and poverty. Presents a convincing case for the market. (pb.,
$4.95/hb., $15.00)

History

The Political Economy of Liberal Corporatism, ed. by Walter Grinder.

Historical analyses of government intervention. Argues that intervention
served to transfer wealth and power from the poor and middle classes to
powerful political interests. Important for an understanding of twentieth cen-
tury politics and the roots of government regulation. (pamphlet, $1.50)
The Decline of American Liberalism, Arthur Ekirch.

Traces the decline of American libertarian ideas after the Revolution. Very
important analysis. (pb., $6.50)
Capitalism and the Historians, ed. by F. A. Hayek.

Essays by prominent economic historians exploding established myths about
the Industrial Revolution and the benevolence of government intervention. Im-
portant historical work on a watershed period in western history. (pb., $3.95)

- Rise to Globalism, Stephen E. Ambrose.

The story of how the American government made itself the world’s
policeman in the period since the beginning of World War II. Straightforward,
readable, authoritative—the best historical introduction to the subject. (pb.,
$4.95)

Techniques for Change

Winning Political Campaigns With Publicity, Hank Parkinson.

Introductory ‘‘how-to’’ book on local media relations, geared to campaigns
at state legislative level or lower. Treatment of technique is superb; treatment
of strategy is unprincipled and not recommended. (pb. reprint, $8.00)

The Political Campaign Handbook, Arnold Steinberg.
Political Campaign Management, Arnold Steinberg.

These two books provide an exhaustive guide to campaign management.
Recommended reading for Libertarian candidates and campaign managers.
(The Political Campaign Handbook: hb., $21.95/Political Campaign Manage-
ment: hb., $23.95)

How to Win Votes, Edward Costikyan.

A well-written and up-to-date manual by a top political adviser to New York
City’s Democratic mayor Edward Koch. Stresses opinion polling, TV ads, and
mobilizing the non-voter, and pays particular attention to the importance of
issues. (hb., $12.95)

The Almanac of American Politics 1980, various authors.

A massive (over 1,000 pages) compendium of facts and information about
American politics. Generally objective, but with slight Democratic Party bias.
(pb., $10.95)

Cutting Back City Hall, Robert Poole.

Reviewed in this issue. Very useful for local activists and municipal can-

didates. (hb., $12.50/pb., $5.95)

Political Philosophy

A New Beginning, Ed Clark.

Systematic and readable overview of libertarianism with specific applications
to important public policy areas. Written by 1980 Libertarian presidential can-
didate. Highly recommended. (pb., $5.95)

continued on next page
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A New Dawn for America, Roger L. MacBride.

Introductory exposition of libertarianism with more emphasis on abstract
libertarianism and less analysis of public policy than A New Beginning. Written
by 1976 Libertarian presidential candidate. Excellent introduction. (pb., $.95)
For A New Liberty, Murray N. Rothbard.

In-depth presentation of libertarianism by a leading libertarian scholar. In-
cludes libertarian heritage, philosophy, economic analysis, public policy, and
strategy for achieving liberty. (pb., $6.95)

The Libertarian Alternative: Essays in Social and Political Philosophy, ed. by
~ Tibor Machan.

Wide-ranging collection of essays on libertarian theory and analysis, covering
such areas as ethics, economics, foreign affairs, etc. Includes many important
essays. (pb., $11.95)

The Law, Frederic Bastiat.

Classic polemic against statism by nineteenth century French libertarian

economist. Dated but excellent. (hb., $2.50, pb., $1.00)

No Treason, Lysander Spooner.

~ Written by a great libertarian abolitionist of the nineteenth century, this
work argues clearly and persuasively that one is not bound by all of the dictates
of government, but that government must be judged by the standards ap-
plicable to all. Focuses on constitutional arguments. (pb., $2.00)

In Search of Peace, F. A. Harper.

This eloquent pamphlet argues that force and coercion are inappropriate
means to achieve social goals. (pamphlet, $1.00)
Vices Are Not Crimes, Lysander Spooner.

Written by a prominent constitutional lawyer, this book systematically
demolishes the pretensions of ‘‘moral reformers’’ to regulate voluntary con-

" duct. Distinguishes between immoral conduct that should be illegal (aggression)
and that which should not be regulated by law. (pb., $3.95)
Fugitive Essays, Frank Chodorov.

Collection of essays by a libertarian journalist of the 1940’s and 50’s.
Cogently and consistently makes the case for peace and freedom. (pb.,
$4.50/hb., $9.00)

Two Treatises of Government, John Locke.

Locke’s Second Treatise was a powerful source of inspiration for the
American Revolutionaries. Often difficult and subtle reading. (pb., $3.50)
Conscience on the Battlefield, Leonard Read.

Set in the form of a dialogue between a dying soldier and his conscience, this
brief pamphlet discusses the nature of freedom and responsibility. Written'in
1951 during the Korean War by a veteran of World War I and reprinted with a
new introduction in 1981. (pamphlet, $1.00) !

The Regulation of Medical
Care: Is The Price Too High?

by John C. Goodman
published by The Cato Institute
135 pages (p.b., $5.00)

Reviewed by S. Dallas Cooley, M.D.

This excellent monograph tells a
story that will not surprise anyone
familiar with the health care system
in this country—it is a cartel, a suc-
cessful cartel. And like all cartels, it
has depended on government actions
in order to persist for as long as it
has. :

Goodman, relying heavily on ex-
cellent research done by Reuben A.
Kessel in the late 1950s, traces the
steps taken by the medical profes-
sion to establish this cartel. Publicly

espousing noble notions like protec-
ting ‘‘befuddled and helpless’’ pa- ;
tients from ‘‘quacks,’’ the revelation |
of AMA internal statements that
steps had to be taken ‘‘to improve
the incomes and social status of its
members’’ provides the true motive
for its drive to institute and control
the mechanism of licensure. Once in
control of licensure, it was easy to
extend control over the number of
physicians, their activities and even
their fee policies.

Beginning with the notorious
‘“‘Fletcher Report’’—an AMA
backed ‘“‘study’’ of unlicensed or
unaccredited medical schools in
America in 1910—Goodman outlines |
how the AMA successfully lobbied
to eliminate not only proprietary
medical schools (except for those run |
by the AMA hierarchy) but schools |
that admitted Jews, blacks, and
women as well.

Moving to more modern times,
Goodman explains how government |
policy affects the supply of i
hospitals, influences the insurance
industry, the drug industry and
medical research, and restricts the

activities of paramedical personnel.

The net effect of all these intru-
sions by government into the market
for health care is predictable—in-
creased costs for health care which is
less responsive and essentially devoid
of competition.

A minor criticism of the book is
that some recent changes in certain
areas have not been considered by
the author. Although these changes
are not substantive, some have
allowed for minor improvements in
past abuses. The most notable is the
relaxation of restrictions on advertis-
ing by physicians (the restriction led
to less competition and higher
prices).

This is certainly a book to be read
by anyone who thinks that there is a
free market in health care or by
anyone who needs solid facts and ex-
amples of how government does us
no favors by trying to ‘‘protect’’ us.

As a member of the medical pro-
fession, I find the sordid history
related by this book to be embarrass-
ing and disgusting. As a libertarian,
I find it strengthens my resolve to
eliminate government from all sec-
tors of the marketplace.

S. Dallas Cooley, M.D. is in practice
in Northern Virginia and is the
Treasurer of the Libertarian Na-
tional Committee.

Update On El Salvador

On March 16, 1981, the Senate Foreign Operations Subcom-
mittee voted 6-2 to approve an additional $5 million in military
aid to El Salvador requested by President Reagan. The $5
million will be added on to the $20 million in military aid that

Reagan has already authorized.

On March 24, 1981, the House Appropriations Subcommit-
tee on Foreign Operations voted 8-7 to approve a similar $5
million package for the El Salvadoran junta.

Officially, there are 56 U.S. military advisors and personnel
in El Salvador including a contingent of 15 from Special Forces
to instruct Salvadoran infantry units. Of course, there is no way
of verifying what the ‘‘unofficial’’ count is.
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Gun Control continued from pg. 7

pletely insignificant. Consider
Jamaica, an island nation which in-
stituted a draconian gun ban in
1973. All guns with police permits
were immediately seized and police
were given the power to stop anyone
or search any home, without war-
rant, for firearms and ammunition.
Arrests were made for ownership of
a single .22 caliber bullet. Those ar-
rested were imprisoned in a stockade
surrounded by barb wire and guard-
ed with submachine guns. The
result? The rate of armed crime
dropped for the first three months.
Then it soared. Conditions culmi-
nated in the recent elections where
armed gangs roamed the streets and
assasinations and bloody massacres
Were common.

That gun control laws do not
reduce the availability of handguns
comes as no surprise to libertarians,
liberals, and others familiar with the
dismal record of alcohol and mari-
juana prohibition. Any good or ser-
vice in demand by consumers, legal
or illegal, will be met in the
marketplace. All prohibition laws ac-
complish is to drive the production
and trade of the prohibited product
into the black market, transforming
tens of millions of peaceful citizens
into ‘‘criminals.”’ Most gun control
proponents, knowing very little

about firearms, totally underestimate |

the ease with which handguns and
ammunition can be manufactured in
the underground economy. Under

Britain’s so called ““model’” gun laws |

Sir Robert Fabian, former Superin-
tendent of Scotland Yard, said, ‘‘(a
criminal) can easily buy a gun in
London’s underworld; ($15.00) will
buy you a big revolver; ($30.00) will
get a slender automatic pistol to fit
the pocket.”’

By increasing the risk involved in
handgun ownership, and conse-
quently raising the price to con-
sumers, prohibition leads to what
economists call the ‘‘substitution ef-
fect.”” Gun control does not reduce
the rate of violent crime, but it does
lead to substitution of other
weapons, such as knives or long-
guns in place of handguns otherwise
used in violent crime. Studies by
Professor Kates and Superintendent
Greenwood, among others, verify
that the availability of one type of
weapon over another is not a signifi-
cant factor in the number of
homicides or seriousness of assaults.
In fact, if a handgun ban causes a
temporary switch to the deadlier
long-gun in assaults and armed rob-
bery the probability of serious injury
is four times greater than with a
handgun. Superintendent Green-
wood noted that the Harvard Law
School’s Center for Criminal Justice
study of the effects of the
Massachusetts handgun control law

|

found that ‘‘in unpremeditated
crimes such as . . . domestic
homicide . . . the use of guns did
decrease, but not the numbers of
seriousness of the crimes. Weapons
such as knives were substituted for
guns with no diminution of the
severity of the effects of assault.”’
Enforcement problems alone
should be enough to make any good
“‘civil libertarian”’ a staunch oppo-
nent of gun control. Cautious
estimates place the number of hand-
guns in America at 50 million mean-
ing that only 0.04% (or less) of the
handguns currently in circulation
were used in criminal acts in 1980.
Incredibly, gun control reactionaries
are perfectly willing to make tens of
millions of peaceful American gun
owners subject to fine and imprison-
ment by government fiat, all in a
hopeless attempt to disarm the in-
credibly tiny minority of handgun
owners involved in crime. The
BATF’s record of entrapment and
gestapo-like tactics against gun col-
lectors and peaceful gun owners in
enforcing the relatively mild Gun
Control Act of 1968 is just a taste of
what would be in store for us under
national handgun prohibition.

For women, the freedom to
own a handgun is often the
freedom to defend themselves
from the physically stronger
male aggressor.

Americans, particularly the millions
who view handgun ownership as a
constitutional right and a necessity
for self defense, are not likely to
comply with any handgun ban. At-
torney David T. Hardy and Kenneth
L. Chotiner, Vice-President of
Southern California ACLU, have
noted that ‘‘the only practical way to
insure the initial universal com-
pliance that an effective handgun
ban requires would be something
tantamount to suspending civil liber-
ties and declaring martial law; . . .
police activities would include a
house to house ‘clean sweep’ com-
plemented by random dragnet
searches; . . . those found with
firearms would receive harsh
sentences designed to be more terri-
fying than the violence feared by in-
ner city residents,”” and concluded,
‘‘such a system has all the civil liber-
ties appeal of the swastika.”’

Under an attempted national
handgun ban pressures for unlawful
search and seizures would become
unbearable for law enforcement of-
ficials. Conviction of only 1% of
today’s handgun owners would tax
the federal system beyond it’s pres-
ent resources. As in marijuana laws,
sex laws, and gambling laws, the
police, in order to save time and
costs, would tend to discriminate in
the enforcement of the handgun laws
directing efforts against only those

unpopular with the police—namely,
minorities, dissidents, and the poor.
The Harvard Study of the Massa-
chusetts gun law found that only
33.3% of those arrested for gun law
violations were white, while 54.9%,
were black, and 9.2% were
Hispanic.

Incredibly, gun control
reactionaries are perfectly
willing to make tens of millions
of peaceful American gun
owners subject to fine
and imprisonment.

The usefulness of the handgun for
self-defense has been totally
downplayed by gun control reac-
tionaries. A few examples cited by
Professor Kates may suffice: ‘“‘In
May 1975, for no apparent reason, a
stranger begins shouting abuse at a
young mother traveling with her
children on a train. After the two
uniformed officers detrained, he
threw her to the floor and began
dragging her down the aisle, while
the conductor and five other
passengers did nothing. Drawing a
‘Saturday Night Special’ she shot
him in the shoulder and held him for
the police.”” ““Chicago, October
1976. Returning to her apartment,
Mrs. W found a man who had
entered by battering down a wall,
and had raped her roommate and
thrown her out the 15th story win-

- dow. When Mrs. W drew a gun, the

attacker fled.”” A final example—
““Shreveport, La., a burglar who
tried to force his way into the home
of an 84 year old woman at 2:30

A .M. fled after she shot him with a
handgun.”’

Murders and robberies make the
news. Someone scaring off a poten-
tial rapist or murderer usually does
not. The Eisenhower Commission
Report, largely responsible for the
misconception that handguns are not .
useful in self defense, based their
findings on the number of attackers
killed. But a 1976 survey of 2.5
million California handgun owners
reported that 58% had used a hand-
gun in personal defense but that in
99% of these incidents the attacker
was not killed. The gun control pro-
ponent’s charge that ‘‘handguns are
only meant to kill”’ is simply false.
Handguns are an effective deterrent
to violent crime. In 1968, Orlando,
Florida became the only U.S. city of
over 100,000 people to experience a
decrease in crime (rape down by
90%, aggravated assault down by
25%, burglary down by 24%) after
6,000 women took a highly publi-
cized shooting course. Highland
Park and Detroit, Michigan both ex-
perienced reductions in armed rob-
beries of up to 90% following
publicized firearms training courses
by local merchants.

For women, the freedom to own a
handgun is often the freedom to de-

“fend themselves from the physically

'

{

stronger male aggressor. A study by
liberal San Francisco Supervisor
Carol Silver found that “‘a firearm is
far superior to any other form of
resistance because it is: a) most likely
to stop the attacker; b) least likely to
be taken away; and c) least likely to
be used to injure the woman if it is
taken away,”” and concludes
‘““‘women must have the freedom to
choose with whom, and under what
conditions, they shall live. That
freedom is made possible by the op-
portunity to possess a handgun. To
paraphrase a saying from the Old

West: ‘God didn’t make men and
women equal, Colonel Colt did.’ ”’
For minorities, gun control not
only threatens their ability to defend
themselves from ‘‘free lance’’ crim-
inals but from the organized
criminality of government itself. The
police beating of a black man which
touched off the Liberty City, Florida
riots in 1980 is just one of many ex-
amples of police violence against
minorities. A black Washington,
D.C. resident noted recently on gun
control, ‘‘some people have only in
mind disarming the Negro and not
the KKK. Look right here in
Washington, all this gun law. Then
you have Charlie coming in from
Maryland and Virginia with rifles on
the racks.”” John R. Salter, Jr. an
American Indian and a civil rights
activist with the NAACP during the
Jackson Movement in 1963 writes,
““no one knows what kind of -
massive racist retaliation would have
been directed against grass roots
black people had the black com-
munity not had a healthy measure of
firearms within it’’ and concludes,

‘A huge number of our people, par-

ticularly poor and minority people,
are not going to give up the only
security they and their families have; |
no matter how often they are told
they will be safer by well-to-do white
gun banners living in suburbs and
high-security buildings . . . The
causes of crime are complex . . .
they can’t be constructively touched
by gimmicky legislation, but gim-
micky legislation can hurt good peo-
ple and seriously damage the liber-
tarian traditions of this country.”
Firearms allow for the very
necessary function of an armed peo-
ple as'a bulwark against government
tyranny. For those who doubt the

. usefulness of small arms against

State police and armed forces,
remember the U.S. experience with
the guerillas of Vietnam and the
Russian experience with the Afghan
rebels. Adolf Hitler wrote ‘‘the most
foolish mistake we could possibly
make would be to allow the subject
races to possess arms. History shows
that all conquerors who have al-
lowed the subject races to carry arms
have prepared their own downfall by
doing so.”’ Indeed such was the

' continued on page 22
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to Get to the National Convention

by Glenda Bull

To get the best available fare from
your city to the Denver convention
in August: :

1) Find yourself a good travel
agent. His services are free to you.
He earns his commission of 5 to
10% from airlines, hotels, car com-
panies, and tour operators. By a
good travel agent, I mean one who
asks you what you want rather than
tells you what you can have. If a
special fare is sold out, he should be
willing to place your name on a
waitlist (if the airline has one for the
fare you want) and should check it
regularly. A good agent is a person
who knows where to get the answers
you need, not a person who has been
everywhere you may want to go.
These answers may take time, so
give your agent the time to research
for you. If you call in the morning,
he should return your call by after-
noon, or the next morning, with the
information you need. You can help
by knowing your destination and
dates of travel. At a commission rate
of 5 to 10 percent, trying to find the
best fare is something that your
agent must be able to do quickly and

precisely if he is going to be in

business the next time you call.

What will your agent look for?

A. Which airline(s) fly to your
destination? You may also want
to get Amtrak rates. Bus rates
may also be available and it may
be wise for you to compare all
three. In spite of the fact air-
fares have risen astronomically,
the comparisons often reveal
that air transportation is still
your best buy.

B. Are there nearby large cities with
better bargains?

C. What are the special fares avail-
able and do you meet the restric-
tions?

D. How do the special fares com-
pare to the regular fares for
your convenience and comfort?
The choice, of course, is up to
you.

When your agent has the informa-

tion, he calls and you make your

decision.

2) Reserve and purchase your
ticket as early as possible. A reserva-
tion can be made and held for you
without ticketing until approximately

two weeks before your departure,
however you are not guaranteed a
price until you are ticketed. Even if
you know you cannot purchase the
ticket immediately, or even if you
are not certain you will make the
trip, make a reservation. The best
fares are capacity-controlled and are
the first to go for those who meet
the restrictions. Restrictions may
mean advance purchase, minimum
stay, maximum stay, or merely that
there are only 20 seats on a par-
ticular flight allotted for the special
fare. How much can this save you?
Frequently up to 40%, and
sometimes over 60% !

3) Verify before your departure.
Well, you have taken my advice so
far and it is now one month before
your departure. To make sure that
you still have the best buy, call your
agent to see what the status is at that
point. In most cases the fare you
have already purchased will be by
far the best. In a few rare instances a
new carrier may have obtained the
route or a previous carrier may be
offering a better fare. Although this
aspect of the industry causes much

distress to your agent, he should be
willing to exchange your ticket at no
additional cost. Quite often, his
original commission will be pro-
tected at the higher fare if the same
carrier is involved. Exchanges, at
any rate, should not cost you unless
you were so informed prior to pur-
chasing your ticket. Refunds, should
you decide not to go, may cost you a
minimal service fee at some agencies
for processing the paper work.

If you don’t have your reserva-
tion, make it soon. You could save
enough money to pay all of your
convention expenses. See you thore!

Glenda Bull is the manager of brad-
ford Travel in North Hollywood
California and has been in the travel
business for four years. She is cur-
rently writing a book on interna-
tional travel which is scheduled to be
released in December. Glenda has
been a Libertarian since 1972 and
has served in regional and state LP

offices.

Rothbard continued from pg. 2

conned into thinking that these
policies—basically policies in our
direction in economics—were tried
and failed, so that we will go down
the tubes along with Reaganism.

The opportunity is for us to point
out loud and clear, beginning now,
that Reagan’s policies are a gigantic
hoax, and that none of the rhetoric
has been put into effect. Policies
that have never been tried are scarce-
ly likely to work. By pointing this
out, we can demonstrate to the dis-
appointed and disaffected
Reaganites that there is a real anti-
Big Government alternative to Ron-
nie. There is a Party that means all
that anti-statist rhetoric. How do
they know we mean it? By pointing
to, emphasizing, and spreading the
good news of our magnificent plat-
form.

We also have a tough but vitally
important row to hoe among the
public: to point out to them that
true opposition to Big Government,
such as embodied in the LP, is
against such government everywhere,
in civil liberties and foreign affairs
as well as in strictly economic mat-
ters. How can an anti-Big Govern-
ment policy be pursued which wants
to raise military spending almost in-
definitely, and to intervene and rat-
tle sabers and missiles all over the
world? There are doubtless many
genuine anti-statists among the
Reagan supporters who will see this
when it is pointed out to them. But

only we can do so, and again we
have an opportunity to convince
people of across-the-board anti-
statism through disseminating and
stressing the importance of our
ongoing, ever-improving LP plat-
form.

Hope to see you at Denver!

Olson continued from pg. 2

nizing our existing documents, and
the CB&R Committee will refine this
work. I hope the convention
delegates adopt these reorganized
Bylaws as a first order of business.
Then the real issues needing discus-
sion and change will be much easier
to deal with.

Control of presidential campaigns:
Some Libertarians believe our cur-
rent rules to be inadequate in outlin-
ing the relationship of a presidential
campaign to the Party. Should a
campaign be totally independent, or
an agent of the Party? The only pro-
vision we currently have is that
three-fourths of the Nat Com may
suspend the nomination (subject to
appeal to the Judicial Committee).
The CB&R Cominittee will be hear-
ing proposals for control of a
presidential campaign and making its
recommendations to the delegates.
Some of the preliminary ideas that
have surfaced are:

(1) an LNC-appointed ‘“Watchdog
Committee’’ with ability to impose
sanctions upon officers of the cam-
paign (Greg Clark);

(2) pre-campaign contracts and
conditional use ot the LP mailing list
(Michael Emerling);

(3) specific debt limitations, plus a
five-member Campaign Review
Committee with power to review and
veto campaign statements and
literature, control use of the LP
mailing list and LNC funds for the
campaign, and fire campaign staff
(Bill Evers); and

(4) a Campaign Liason Committee
to play an ombudsman role, in-
vestigating complaints, analyzing
campaign financial reports and other
materials, and reporting its findings
to the LNC and officers; Party
ownership of all mailing lists and
campaign-related property; and LNC
assumption of campaign debts, with
any debts beyond an authorized limit
to become the personal liability of
the candidates (Ben Olson).

Date of the next nominating con-
vention: Should our next presidential
nominating convention be held in
the summer of 1983 or the spring of
1984? Advocates for ’84 argue that
we need to enter the ‘‘big time’’ and
become involved in caucuses and
primaries; advocates for ’83 argue
that we need the extra time to get on
the ballot everywhere. If we choose
’84, should we set another business
convention in 83 to elect a new Nat
Com and take care of other
business?

Among the many other topics to
be considered are: redistricting the
regions; delegate allocation; defini-
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tions of Party membership; size of
the LNC; limiting LNC members
and officers to two terms in any
position; discontinuing cumulative
voting for members-at-large.

How Do We Change the Rules?

Proposals for all these various
changes are now being worked on by
members of the CB&R Committee,
which was elected at the April LNC
meeting. These proposals will be put
in final form when that committee
meets in Denver on August 25-26,
just prior to the opening of the con-
vention. Then the committee’s pro-
posals—and amendments from the
convention floor—will be offered to
the assembled delegates for discus-
sion and voting.

As a member of the CB&R Com-
mittee, [ ask you to give us your
ideas, and to take an active part in
the ongoing debate about the future
structure of the Party. The decisions
we all make in Denver this August
will shape that structure. To succeed
as a party, we need rules that are
forthright and fair; that will
facilitate our growth, foster in-
telligent decision-making, and put
responsibility and accountability
where it belongs; and that will help
maintain the Libertarian Party as the
party of principle. Let’s work
together to make it happen!

Ben Olson is a long-time Libertarian
activist. He is the regional represen-
tative from Region 8 to the Liber-
tarian National Committee.
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Special Committees for Upcoming Denver National Convention

Suggested items for committee agendas should be directed to the chairs of the appropriate committees.

PLATFORM COMMITTEE—1981
Elected by Nat Com:

Sheldon Richman, Chair Ross Levatter

1021 Arlington Blvd., #1044 1600-D Thompson Heights Dr.
Arlington, VA 22209 Apt. 420

(703) 522-0190 Cincinnati, OH 45223

Jenny Roback (513) 541-1993

Box 1987, Yale Station Dale Pratt

New Haven, CT 06520 276 North Kalaheo Ave.
(203) 776-7706 Kailua, HI 96734

1. Dean Ahman (808) 261-0681

4400 East-West Highway, Larry Fullmer
#1111 P.O. Box 4106
Bethesda, MD 20014 Pocatello, ID 83201
(301) 951-0539 (208) 232-2306

Joan Kennedy Taylor Mike Grossberg

1510 Pennsylvania Ave., SE 1205 E, 52nd St., #201
Washington, DC 20003 Austin, TX 78723
(202) 546-2062 (512) 454-1522

Murray Rothbard Jeff R. Hummel

215 West 88th Street Univ. of Texas at Austin

New York, NY 10024 Austin, TX 78712

(212) 724-1606 (512) 451-1145

Alternates: (1) (tie) Frank Horn, WS; L. Neil Smith, CO; Brian
Donerly, FL; (2) Jim Clarkson, GA; (3) (tie) Colin Hunter, CA;
Tyler Olson, AZ. Note: The ten largest state parties will each
select one committee member each.

Bill White, Chairman
1220 Larnel Place
Los Altos, CA 94022
(415) 961-4837

Ben Olson

RR 1, Box 114
Pocahontas, 1A 50574
(712) 335-4049

Bill Evers

1357 Pitman Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94301
(415) 326-1624

Phil Carden

607 North 14th Street
Nashville, TN 37206
(615) 227-2546

Lynn Crussel
P.O. Box 52373
Tulsa, OK 74152
(918) 592-1125

CONSTITUTION, BYLAWS AND
RULES COMMITTEE—1981

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE—1981

Leslie Key
115 S. Pinckney Street
Madison, WI 53703

Elected by Nat Com:

Sylvia Sanders, Chairwoman Craig Franklin

RR 1, Box 114 Box 12728
(608) g;;gﬂi oK Pocahontas, 1A 50574 Research Triangle Park
(712) 335-4049 North Carolina 27709
David Nolan

Frances Eddy (919) 544-3427

4400 East-West Highway #1111 Lee Nason

Bethesda, MD 20014 61 Garfield Street
(301) 951-0539 Cambridge, MA 02138
Ann Perier (617) 864-6497

1921 Place One Lane

Garland, TX 75042

1818 S. Jasmine
Denver, CO 80224
(303) 759-2244

Bruce Lagasse
4924 Sepulveda Blvd., #6
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
(213) 501-0769

(214) 690-4260
Ben Olds
P.O._ Box 629 Alternates: (1) Loretta Weiss, NY; (2) (tie)
Kodiak, AK 99615 Bob Lehman, CA, Lyn Sapowsky, CA; (3)
Bd Clatk Mike Hepple, DC; (4) Eric Garris, CA; (5)

3445 Monterey
San Marino, CA 91108
(213) 796-8231

Dan Becan, NV.

Note: The five largest state parties will select
one committee member each.

Alternates: (1) Michael Emerling, NV; (2) Bill
Burt, CT; (3) Eric Garris, CA; (4) (tie) Mike
Hall, CA; Chris Hocker, DC.

What’s Available From Headquarters?

Pamphlets:
1980 LP Platform. (15¢ each, 50 or more @ 10¢, 1000 or more @
8¢)

Gay Rights: A Libertarian Approach. Booklet outlining Liber-
tarian answers to gay rights questions, with applications to all
‘‘social justice’’ issues. (50¢ each, 100 or more @ 25¢)
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Il Question and Answer Brochure. The Libertarian Party’s new
! brochure, which explains the positions and purposes of the Liber-
: tarian Party. (5 for $1.00, 50 for $8.00)
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Books:
Local Problems: Libertarian Solutions. The popular community
issues manual. ($5.00 each)

Earth’s Resources: Private Ownership vs. Public Waste. Libertar-
ian answers to pollution and other environmental problems. ($5.00
each)

LP Activist’s Manual. Based on the Party’s successful Political
Action Workshops. ($5.00 each)

A New Dawn for America by Roger MacBride ($5.95 each)
A New Beginning by Ed Clark ($5.95 each)
: Issue Papers:
: New in-depth treatments of important subjects, ($1.00 each, 10 @
|
|

50¢)
R s et st S P OV ETLY Election Laws
Inflation Controlled Substances

Health Care
Agriculture

Government and Busines
Women’s Right’s

tate Zip Phone ( )

Occupation and Employer Namef :
tFederal Election law requires us to ask for this information.

[J Regular ($10) [ Student ($5)
[J Associate ($250)

[J Sustaining ($20)
[J Benefactor/Lifetime ($1000)

““I hereby certify that I do not believe in or advocate the initiation of force as a
means of achieving political or social goals. *

___________________________ ———————————y

Posters:

(82.00, 10 for $10.00)

Libertarian Party Statement of Principles (inscribed on:
parchment-style, small poster, suitable for framing)

‘““No Draft — No War”’ (23”7 x 35”)
‘“Clark for President” (182" x 26")
‘““MacBride for President’”’ (182" x 26")
Position Papers:

(5¢ each, 100 or more @ 3.5¢)

Inflation: Its Cause and Its Cure (#2)
Nuclear Power: A Question of Insurance (#4)
Government and Business (#5)

Pot, Helmets, Vitamins, and You (#6)
Gun Control (#7)

Government and ‘‘Mental Health’’ (#8)

Bumper Stickers:

($1.00 each)

Libertarian Party: The Party of Principle
Show Your Independence: Vote Libertarian
Stop the Draft: Vote Libertarian

Legalize Freedom: Vote Libertarian

Total Amount of Order

MATERIAL ORDER TOTAL

Make Checks payable to Libertarian Party, 2300 Wisconsin Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20007.

[] Enclosed is my check or money order made payable to “‘Libertarian Party.”’
[J Bill my [J Master Charge [ Visa

Account # Exp. Date

Bank # (MC only)

Name as appears on card

[J I want to join the Libertarian Party. Enclosed are my membership dues.

[] Patron ($100)

Signature
*Necessary for membership only.

JOIN THE LIBERTARIAN PARTY!
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Three years ago I met a field auditor with the
Internal Revenue Service. At social gatherings,
when the talk got around to the mess in Wash-
ington and everyone’s gripes about the govern-
ment, he would interrupt with, ‘“Now what did
you say your social security number is?’’

He was joking—or so he said. But his words
set me thinking. /f the government can catch me
with a number, then the power to tax is indeed
the power to destroy.

I began to study the situation. I was appalled
to discover how much the government and busi-
ness groups could find out about my personal
and financial affairs without me even knowing
it.

But I also learned that there were steps I could
take—perfectly legal steps—to keep the snoops
out of my life.

Then, as I got deeper into the problem, I real-
ized that other men and women were troubled
too. They were angry, but they felt helpless to
do anything about it. When I told them the sim-
ple steps they could take, for example, to pro-
tect their social security number most of them
just wouldn’t believe me, until I actually proved
it. One friend suspected his boss was spying on
him. I showed him a free, easy way to find out
whether his office phone was bugged. A friend
of my wife’s was having trouble with her hus-
band. He was living beyond their means, spend-
ing their savings on heaven knows whom. I was
able to show her how to store her valuables safe-
ly, outside her home and her safe deposit box.

But one thing I learned after three years of re-
search. Nobody had ever written a book about
how I could protect my privacy. It seemed that
everybody was afraid of what the government
would do to him.

Well, I don’t consider myself a hero, but | de-
cided to take on this project myself. After all, I
am not doing anything illegal—or recommend-
ing anything illegal. My book is not for crimin-
als. (They already know all the illegal methods.)
It is for concerned citizens who don’t want to
break the law, but want to do everything pos-
sible to keep the government, business competi-
tors, or prying relatives out of their private lives
and their financial affairs.

My publisher calls the book Mark Skousen’s
Complete Guide to Financial Privacy. If
secrecy, financial and otherwise, is one of your
concerns, I’'m certain my book will help you, in
dozens of ways. For example:

HOW TO MAKE

YOURSELF
INVISIBLE

To T“E IIRI B

A Message from Mark Skousen

1

2.

3t

10§
12.
13:

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

28%

24.

26.

2l

S reasons why you need financial privacy
now.

How to make sure your larger checks are
not available to the government.

Treasury rules on foreign bank accounts:
S promising legal loopholes.

. 2 little-known tricks for preserving pri-

vacy even with a listed phone number.

. How to learn what data a credit bureau is

furnishing about you.

. 2 ways to get a sizable loan without col-

lateral and without revealing the purpose
of the loan.

. Risks you should not take to maintain

privacy.

. How to mail money out of the country

anonymously.

. The 10 best ways to hide your valuables.
10.

You can avoid probate, and the harmful
publicity that goes along with it.

The terrible powers of the IRS.
Sample contract to assure bank privacy.
The benefits of a (perfectly legal) ficti-
tious company checking account.

The 6 best tax havens. Advantages and
disadvantages of each. 6 common
reasons for using a tax haven.

How to use money orders, cashier’s
checks and travelers checks to enhance
privacy. How to avoid the pitfalls.
How the post office can monitor your
mail.

IRS devices to learn more about you.
The joys of a diplomatic passport. 3 ways
a nondiplomat may get one.

Mexican banks: there’s privacy, but also
risks.

Advantages of foreign accounts even
where there is no secrecy.

Project Haven, and the illegal behavior of
IRS agents.

Money couriers: many work for the
underworld, but some don’t.

U.S. and Nazi tax laws: one disturbing
similarity.

An expert’s rundown on alarms and
security devices.

. Advantages—and risks—of a second

passport.

The positive side of the so-called Bank
Secrecy Act.

Ways anyone can spy on you—Ilegally!

28. Swiss banks: still secret, in most circum-
stances. The 35 crimes that allow the
Swiss to reveal bank secrets. Large and
small Swiss banks—which are better?

29. 2 legal ways to take a large sum out of the
country without reporting it.

30. 3 ideal investments for maintaining
privacy.

31. Your investments: those that get reported
to the IRS; those that are not reported.

32. 24 steps to financial and personal
privacy—a summary.

33. 24 tips to help you avoid a tax audit.

Yes, my book can help, in countless ways.
Proof: send for it. If you don’t agree, my pub-
lisher will give you vour money back.

HOW TO GET THIS BOOK FREE!

Send $70 for a full year of Personal
Finance, and we’ll send you the Guide
to Financial Privacy FREE. Personal
Finance is America’s most widely read
publication dealing with hard money
and inflation-survival strategies. Guar-
antee: 1f PF doesn’t pay for itself many
times over, just cancel and request a full
refund for unread issues and keep the
privacy guide for your trouble.

LI enclose $14.95. Please rush, post-
paid, Mark Skousen’s Guide to Finan-
cial Privacy. 1 understand that I may
read the book for 14 days. If not
pleased, I may return it for a full and
prompt refund. D225

[l enclose $70 for a full year (24 issues)
of Personal Finance. Also send me my
FREE copy of privacy guide. I may can-
cel at any time and request a full refund
for unread issues and the book is mine
to keep.

Name

Company
Address
City
Statesiss

Zip

/A0 Alexandria House Books
<”0[ 901 N. Washington Sii
Alexandria, VA 22314
IR ST R R R B
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Region 12 continued from pg. 14
receiving favorable media coverage
in her campaign. According to
Kathy Jacob, State Director, this is a
first—*‘People are finally taking us
seriously in the Fourth District,”’ she
said.

The Michigan State Convention
will be held May 16-17 in Romulus,
Michigan (near the Detroit
Metropolitan Airport). Featured
speakers are Eric O’Keefe, LNC Na-
tional Director, and Bob Tish (the
‘““Howard Jarvis’’ of Michigan).

For details, contact Brian Wright at
(313) 644-1816.

OHIO—The Libertarian Party of
Ohio had a ‘‘media blitz’’ after the
election when its Media Coordinator
announced that ‘“‘contrary to the
‘going out of business sale’ being
conducted by the Anderson for

President headquarters next door,
the Clark for President headquarters
were being converted into permanent
Ohio Libertarian Party head-
quarters.’’

Jim Higgins, a long-time Liber-
tarian in Ohio, personally purchased
a home computer for the purpose of
compiling membership lists, media
lists and print-out labels for our
various mailings. Jim has done this
at his own expense as a contribution
to the Libertarian Party.

LP activist Jim Berns has declared
his candidacy for City Council in
Cincinnati and is actively par-
ticipating in Council meetings and
local issues in the Cincinnati area.
Jim also publishes a regional
newsletter at his own expense to
keep regional members informed of
current issues and activities.

Gun Control continued from pg. 18
reasoning of the Founding Fathers
for inclusion of the 2nd amendment
defining the ‘‘right of the people to
keep and bear arms.’” Thomas Jef-
ferson asked ‘‘what country can
preserve its liberties if its rulers are
not warned from time to time that
this people preserve the spirit of
resistance. Let them take arms.”’
James Madison, in the Federalist,
No. 46, applauded Americans on the
‘‘advantage of being armed which
the Americans possess over the peo-
ple of almost every other nation.”’

Gun control is not an acceptable
option in that it interferes with the
fundamental human right to possess
or freely trade property and it would
deny Americans the ability to defend
themselves both from private
criminal violence and from State
violence. What then should be done
about America’s very real crime
problem?

First we must abolish all laws
which impede the individual’s ability
to defend herself or himself such as
the Gun Control Act of 1968, and
all state and local gun laws, and laws |
banning non-lethal weapons such as |
mace. To this end we must also l
abolish the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, and Firearms.

Secondly, victimless crime laws,
such as laws against drugs, prostitu-
tion, gambling, etc., should be
repealed. Studies have indicated that
some 50% of all revenue producing
crime is drug related. Drug prohibi-
tion laws astronomically drive up the
price of drugs, thereby providing :
more incentive for drug users to steal
to support their habit. Countless
valuable police hours are spent
busting pot smokers and hookers
when law enforcement agents should
be out pursuing real criminals like
murderers, rapists, and muggers.
(For more information on the liber-
tarian position on victimless crime

laws, see the Libertarian Party issue

paper on ‘‘Controlled Substances’’).

We must abolish government pro-
grams of inflation, taxation, and
regulation which have institutional-
ized poverty and unemployment,
destroying the natural community
and social bonds which discourage
criminal behavior. Islands of
relatively low crime in the poor sec-
tions of many American cities testify
to the moral influence ‘‘the
neighborhood’’ can have over it’s
young people as a deterrent to crime.
But government ‘‘urban renewal’’
programs, rent controls, highway
projects, taxes, etc., have all acted to
destroy inner city neighborhoods,
leaving the decayed shells of once
vibrant communities. Libertarians
would abolish such government pro-
grams, leaving communities to
develop in peace. (For more infor-
mation on the libertarian approach
to poverty and unemployment, see
the Libertarian Party issue paper on
“Poverty”’).

Finally we must unshackle market
defense and arbitration services.
Organizations such as New York
City’s Guardian Angels, a group of
young men and women out of the
New York ghetto who volunteer to
patrol the crime ridden New York
subway system (in the face of hostili-
ty from the New York City govern-
ment), are examples of volunteer
neighborhood action against crime
that should be encouraged simply by
getting government out of the way.

The proper function of law should
be to protect people’s lives and prop-
erty, not, as gun control laws would
do, to aggress against people who
have committed no wrong. There are
answers to the crime problem. But if
we are to find them, the simplistic
chantings of the gun control reac-
tionaries must be refuted.

Jay Hilgartner is Research Director
for the Libertarian Party National
Headquarters.

Ohio Libertarians are considering
whether to attempt to attain perma-
nent Libertarian Party ballot status
in 1982, Ohio Libertarians need the
signatures of 1% of the total votes
cast in 1980, or over 42,000 valid
signatures to get party status on the
ballot. In order to retain permanent
party ballot status, Ohio Libertarian
candidates would have to pull 5%
statewide in the 1982 gubernatorial
election.

The Ohio State Convention will be
held between Cleveland and Akron
June 20-21. Tax Protests were held
in five cities across the state on April
15. Columbus Libertarians attached
teabags to flyers opposing taxation
and distributed them to 20,000-
30,000 cars passing through the main
post office mailing last-minute tax
returns.

Region 13: Tennessee,
Alabama, Mississippi,
Louisiana

by Phil Carden

Twenty Libertarian Party leaders
from Alabama, Louisiana, Missis-
sippi and Tennessee held the first
Region 13 conference at Posey’s
Cafeteria in Tuscaloosa March 27.
National Director Eric O’Keefe was
dinner speaker, and chief source of
authoritative answers for the many
questions raised during the meeting.

Your correspondent, whose hopes
for results were quite modest, was
overwhelmed not only by the
number of libertarian leaders who
drove long distances to get there, but
by the fresh ideas and enthusiasm
they brought with them.

One of them had a proposed con-
stitution for a permanent Mid-South
Libertarian party organization writ-
ten and all hands were insistent on
setting up a definite date for another
meeting. It will be held at the same
place July 18 with hopes that can-
didates for national chair will find
that a convenient time to prospect
for mid-South delegate votes.

The Alabama, Louisiana and Ten-
nessee delegations were headed by
Chairs Adam Hand, Bob Chapuis
and Sparky Hall respectively, and
Vice Chair Chuck Scarborough
substituted for Chair Charles Clark
for Mississippi. :

The meeting came just a week
after the Louisiana state convention
in Baton Rouge, at which Hall had
been elected to succeed Tristan Junis
as chairman, Diane Tudor was
elected vice chair, and Noah Fruge
and Chris Gould were re-elected
treasurer and secretary. The Statue
of Liberty was officially adopted as
the state party’s symbol. A feature
event was an informal debate be-
tween Eric Mack of Tulane Universi-
ty, and Michael Lipson of California
on issues controversial among liber-
tarians.

Tennessee’s annual convention,

originally scheduled as a largely no-
working get-together in a
Cumberland Mountain retreat, has
been changed. It will be a one-day
affair in Nashville May 16 from 9
a.m. to 7 p.m. Candidates for na-
tional chair have been invited to
speak at the luncheon at the Hyatt-
Regency Hotel. The program will in-
clude simultaneous workshops to be
conducted by Bill McDonald and
Mary Lou Gutscher of Canada’s
(libertarian) Unparty.

Region 17: New York
by Andrea Millen Rich

New York is busy with conven-
tions: the state convention will be
held May 30-31 in Albany; and the
next Presidential Nominating Con-
vention (fall of 83 or spring of ’84)
will be held in New York City. A
PresCon committee has been
established which holds regular
meetings. They are receiving bids
from various hotels and doing the
planning and research necessary for
such a major undertaking.

The New York City chapter is also
gearing up for its May 3rd conven-
tion to select candidates for Mayor
and other city offices. A recent
orientation meeting in the city at-
tracted almost 100 people to see
““The Incredible Bread Machine”’
and ask questions about LP posi-
tions on the issues. New York City
libertarians are beginning to receive
the benefits of competition as the
FLP-NYC, Laissez Faire Books and
the Center for Libertarian Studies
conduct monthly education and
entertainment programs. Rough
times ahead for organizers, but great
for the libertarian consumer.

Upstate, the Genesee Valley Liber-
tarians are among the state’s most
active. In March, with just one
week’s notice, the Genesee FLP
sponsored a talk by Dick Randolph

continued on page 24
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Perspective

From The Chair

by David P. Bergland

It has been quite gratifying to me in
the past few months to see the large
number of articles in Libertarian
literature dealing with the issue of
strategy for the Libertarian Party
and movement. In a previous col-
umn, I emphasized the need for such
a discussion to take place with the
hope that the forthcoming LP Na-
tional Convention in Denver would
involve decisions made on the basis
of much exhaustive consideration of
the strategy issue by the delegates.

Goals, strategy and tactics con-
stitute a heirarchy. A goal is an
ultimate objective. For Libertarians,
including those in the LP, I believe
that the w/timate objective is to live
in a free society.

Strategy may be defined as a
general plan for achieving one’s
goals. I believe our strategy must be
to change the thinking of substantial
numbers of influential people so that
they too want to live in a free, i.e.
Libertarian, society.

A sound free market concept
should guide us here, i.e. the divi-
sion of labor. We must ask ourselves
what we can do with what we have.
We must not make the mistake of
spreading ourselves too thin. We
must not expect the LP to be the
vehicle for all Libertarian activities.
What can the Libertarian Party do
because it is a political party?
Following are some obvious answers
with additional commentary.

The LP can run candidates for
election. But how do we decide
which elections to enter and which
candidates to run? It is certainly not
wise to expend a great deal of time,
energy and money on a candidate in
a campaign which will do little to
advance the cause of liberty. Goals
and objectives in each campaign
must be established beforehand and
a realistic assessment made of how
close we can come to those goals and
at what cost. Avoiding the risk of
disappointing and discouraging sup-
porters with a campaign failure is
also an important issue to be faced.
One important goal of each cam-
paign should be internal education.
A candidate and all of the campaign
workers should work to become
more knowledgeable about liber-
tarianism and the way campaigns are
run.

The LP can elect candidates. It

should now be possible to look to
places other than Alaska as
possibilities for the election of Liber-
tarian candidates. In the 1980 elec-
tions a general premise seemed to be
fill up the ballot with Libertarians to
establish a presence. It is now possi-
ble to begin aiming with a rifle
rather than a shotgun, with the goal
of putting some more Libertarians
into office. The credibility we have
worked so hard to achieve can be
lost unless more libertarians are
elected in places other than Alaska

The LP can be the vehicle for
many in the electorate disillusioned
with traditional politics. Our recruit-
ment and growth programs must rely
heavily on the perception of the
Libertarian Party as the place for
people to go who are fed up with
traditional politics. Growing and
maintaining our credibility as that
vehicle is absolutely necessary to the
achievement of our ultimate objec-
tive.

The LP can present programs for
legislative change. This can be done
by elected Libertarians, like Dick
Randolph in Alaska, by Libertarian
Party activists who are candidates,
or by activists who may have the ear
of legislators sympathetic to some
Libertarian issues.

The LP can be an effective lobby-
ing organization. The existence of
the party and its credibility create an
entre to public hearings and
legislatures. Articulate Libertarians
can be the most cogent spokesper-
sons for pro-freedom positions in
the public debate.

LP representatives can participate
in the public discussion of issues in
the media. In some parts of the
country, Libertarians have been very
successful in offering editorial
responses on television and radio
and in newspaper letters-to-editor
columns.

The foregoing list is certainly not
intended to be exhaustive. Each one
of those activities does serve the im-
portant purpose of reaching people
and affecting the way they think
about the political situation in the
United States and the LP as an alter-
native to traditional politics.

The list sets forth some examples
of activity which are available to
lovers of liberty because there is a
Libertarian Party.

From The Director

Eric O’Keefe

The current level of Libertarian
Party activity at every level—local,
state, and national—is unprece-
dented for a ‘‘non-election’’ year. In
fact, many (maybe even most) state
Libertarian parties are even more ac-
tive than they were at this date in
1980.

A state/national membership
drive, which involved hundreds of
volunteers in the forty-five par-
ticipating state parties, was con-
cluded in March. As new supporters
from 1980 were recruited into the
party, the national dues-paying
membership increased by two-thirds
from December 1, 1980 to March 31.
Coordinators of the recently com-
pleted phonathon recruited several
hundred new volunteer fundraisers,
and helped finance activities of the
national headquarters and many
state parties. An elaborate National
Convention is being planned for late
August in Denver. Over one-hundred
people will be involved as speakers,
panelists, or moderators during this
tenth anniversary convention/cele-
bration.

Libertarians are running for office
in municipal elections in many
states. Marshall Dannenberg was
elected to the Elgin, South Carolina
City Council in April. Other Liber-
tarians are preparing for fall
municipal races. Excellent Liber-
tarian candidates are running in the
two special Congressional elections

slated so far in 1981 —Bette Erwin in |

Michigan and Tom Mathers in
Maryland. One of the best things
about these Congressional cam-
paigns has been their success in rais-
ing money and in locating enthu-
siastic volunteers.

State Libertarian parties are show-
ing great foresight and enthusiasm
with early ballot drive work for
1982. North Carolina Libertarians
are more than halfway to their
15,000 signature goal for 1982 ballot
status. Montana Libertarians have
already had a bill to ease ballot ac-

cess (which they authored) passed in- |

to law. They have now drawn up a
prospectus, and are raising money
and making plans to start petitioning
at the earliest possible date, July 1.
Advance planning, fundraising, and
legal challenges for 1982 ballot ac-
cess efforts are already under way in
many states, including Pennsylvania,

Maryland, Kansas, Indiana, Utah,
Massachusetts, and others.

Another development which is
symptomatic of a lively interest in
Libertarian Party activities is the
number of qualified people running
for various convention committees
and party offices. Approximately
twenty-five people sought one of the
ten positions on the Constitution
and Bylaws Committee and an equal
number ran for the ten at-large Plat-
form Committee seats. Three can-
didates are actively running for Na-
tional Chair.

One of the most promising
developments of the new year has
been the rapid success of the Liber-
tarian Speakers Bureau, a program
to locate and assist Libertarian
Speakers Bureau coordinators in the
state parties. The program was
started by Howie Rich and Marion
Williams in February. A few state
LP’s already had active Speakers
Bureaus at the beginning of the year;
now there are forty-one state coor-
dinators, and several hundred Liber-
tarian volunteers have already com-
mitted to deliver speeches with the
assistance of their state Speakers
Bureau. (For the coordinator in your
state, see the Directory of State
Organizations in this issue of Liber-
tarian News. The last issue listed
State Chairs, Newsletter Editors,
Finance Coordinators, and Media
Coordinators; this issue lists the
State Chairs, Newsletter Editors, and
Speakers Bureau Coordinators).

As impressive as these accomplish-
ments are, only a shortage of money
1s restraining us from an even greater
acceleration of our work on these
and other important projects.
Altogether, after surveying Liber-
tarian Party accomplishments and
activities so far this year, it’s easy to
be optimistic about our prospects for
1981, 1982, and beyond.
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So A Strike Is The Ultimate
Patriotic Act. Right?

Poland today is suffering from a
severe food shortage. Meat, sugar
and butter are scheduled for ration-
ing.

Farm production is being crushed
between capitalism and communism.
Private farmers who cultivate about
75% of Poland’s arable land are
hardworking and efficient, experts
say, but they are handicapped by
government regulations and ideo-
logical hostility.

For ideological reasons, the plan-
ners are expected to continue to
favor the state and cooperative
farms, although the return hardly
justifies the investment.

One state farm, according to a
source, produces meat at a cost of
about $26 a pound. Yet the retail
price, under government subsidies, is
only about 75 cents a pound. Milk is
produced at about $1.20 a liter, yet
sells retail at only about 10 cents a
liter.

In such cases, the more a state
farm produces, the more it loses,
leading one senior state farm official
to comment:

““‘In this situation you could say
that the more patriotic a state farm
employee is, the less he produces for
the national economy as a whole.”’

—Los Angeles Times
December 26, 1980

Keeping Abreast Of The Law

The governor of New Mexico
yesterday signed into law a bill
aimed at closing a loophole in an in-
decent dancing law that topless
waitresses had circumvented by bar-
ing one breast at a time.

Because the old law said
‘“‘breasts’’ instead of ‘‘breast,’”’ some
topless waitresses at a lounge in
Organ, N.M., were able to beat
charges filed under the law by baring
only one breast at a time.

—San Francisco Chronicle
April 1, 1981

The Reich Shall Rise Again?

Dean Wycoff, chairman of the
Santa Clara County chapter of the
Moral Majority said today that as a
moral Christian he believes that the
government should round up all
homosexuals and execute them.

It is estimated that there are be-
tween 10 million and 20 million
homosexuals in the United States to-
day. Wycoff said that he realizes
that killing that large a number of
people would involve certain ‘legal
and logistical problems,’ but that the
job could be done.

By way of comparison, only 9
million people are estimated to have
been killed in German concentration
camps during World War I1.

—ABC News
February 9, 1981
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Cool It, Guys, It’s Not Right
To Abuse The System

The Internal Revenue Service
ordered an employer-aided crack-
down on income tax withholding in
an attempt to head off what it says
is a spreading scheme to borrow—if
not steal—from the government.

Deputy Treasury Secretary R.T.
McNamar said in a written statement
that the new regulation “‘is designed
to ensure fairness for the millions of
Americans who honor the tax laws
of this nation.”’

““It will deal with the abusive fil-
ing of requests for excessive with-
holding exemptions that has become
a significant aspect of some tax pro-
tests,”” he said. “‘In a nation that
cherishes its democratic freedoms,
and among a workforce of people
who support the principles of
democracy, this abuse cannot be
tolerated.”’

—Palo Alto Times-Tribune
March 19, 1981

Fight Water With Water

A property owner who blames the
state for flooding his land retaliated
by spraying several bureaucrats with
a fire hose at the Department of
Transportation in Tallahassee,
Florida.

“If they can flood water on my
land for four years, then why can’t I

May-June, 1981

flood their office?”’ said William M.
Burnette of nearby Monticello, who
has been fighting officials because of
a drainage problem that flooded 85
acres of his land.

Wednesday, Burnette unwound a
fire hose at the Transportation
Building and pulled it through of-
fices on the fifth floor, spraying
employees and leaving pools of
water in the building.

—San Francisco Chronicle
March 20, 1981

This Aggression Libertarians
Can Support

The government of Nicarauga on
Thursday called the suspension of
$15 million in U.S. economic aid
‘““Unjustifiable aggression,’’ and said
it would seek help from communist
and Arab nations.

An official statement signed by
the three-man ruling junta said the
cutoff was ‘‘a visible showing of an
aggressive will toward Nicarauga,
put forth by those sectors in the
present North American administra-
tion that oppose in radical manner
our revolution and try to intervene
in our country with their hegemonic
interests.”’

—Palo Alto Times-Tribune
April 3, 1981

Region 17 continued from pg. 22
which 65 people attended. Randolph
commented later that it was one of
the most exciting groups of activists
with whom he had ever spoken.
Binghamton recently became the
9th autonomous chapter of the FLP.
They are celebrating by organizing a
Binghamton mayoral campaign.
Organizing the state convention is
the main focus of Capitol District
Libertarians. However, they have
also begun a local dinner club series
and are making plans to break into
individual county organizations for

Albany, Schenectady, Rennselaer,
Saratoga and Warren Counties.
Nassau libertarians, at their
monthly dinner meetings, are busy
planning for local campaigns. Buf-
falo is targeting their mayoral race.
Suffolk FLPers continue to be
covered extensively in local
newspapers and on television.
Virginia Walker had an article
published in the Riverhead News
Review exposing the hardships of the
rapidly increasing local tax
assessments (and how to fight them).
The Orange & Rockland LP is

- Vermont, Connecticut,
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A Free Society . ..

With Your Financial Support.

The Libertarian Party is working for a free society. Your support will make
1that free society a reality. Contribute to your own freedom—and. that of all
1 Americans—by contributing to the work of the Libertarian Party.

l . .
1 O Yes! I want to contribute to the work of the Libertarian Party.

Enclosed is my contribution of:
EIS 1S =S 2. 55 =50,

Name

(J$100 [I$150

[1$250

[J I want to renew my subscription to Libertarian News. Enclosed is $10.

J$500 [J$1000

(] [ want to become a regular monthly pledger, thus ensuring a steady financial -
foundation for the Libertarian Party. I want to pledge $
month. Send me more information.

o)
a
-

1
1 Address

Zip

E City/State

1 Please make check or money order payable to Libertarian National Committee

: or charge to your credit card. [J Master Charge [] Visa Acct. #

Bank # (MC only)

1 ;
: Expiration Date

1 Name as appears on card
1

----------—-------------------------—-------------------J

hosting a talk on ‘“‘Reaganomics’’ by
Murray Rothbard April 26th in Mid-
dletown. They are also investigating
local campaigns for this year.
PSR

Region 18: Maine, Rhode
Island, New Hampshire,

Massachusetts
by Bill Burt

CONNECTICUT—The Connec-
ticut party is holding a state conven-
tion on the 23rd and 24th of May in
New Haven. Featured speakers in-
clude New York Libertarian Party
activist and chair Gary Greenberg,
National Committee member Bill
Burt, Association of Libertarian
Feminists leader Sharon Presley,
Yale University political scientist Dr.
Paul Johnson, anthropologist
Christina Crane, and English liber-
tarian Jim Davies. The convention
promises to be an exciting event.
Convention ‘‘crash space’’ is availa-
ble by calling Yale University eco-
nomics professor Jenny Roback at
(203) 776-7706.

The Connecticut party is also test-
distributing Libertarian Party
literature to voters in selected
townships around the state.

MASSACHUSETTS—The Massa-
chusetts party had a successful state
convention on March 21 in Boston.
Speakers included Reason magazine
editor Robert Poole, Libertarian
Party National Director Eric
O’Keefe and Barbara Anderson,
director of the Citizens for Limited
Taxation, the sponsor of the success-
fully passed Proposition 2%. The

new state officers are: Norm Mac-

Connell (Chair), Steve Trinward
(Executive Director), Sue Poulin
Treasurer), and Howard Pearch
(Secretary).

MAINE—Libertarian Charles
Jacques, 111 is running for the (non-
partisan) office of City Council in
Portland. His platform includes tax
cuts and the implementation of
educational tax credits. Mary
Denzer, the state chair, is working
with a party committee that is draw-
ing up a new constitution for the
state party. A fair booth is being
prepared to take to ten county fairs
this summer.

RHODE ISLAND—Jerry Daniels
recently organized (in conjunction
with the Brown University SLS
chapter) a successful libertarian
meeting at Brown University in Pro-
vidence.

NEW HAMPSHIRE—London-
derry Libertarian Thomas J. Reed is
running for a place on the City
Budget Committee. The state board
of directors, under the leadership of
Nancy Reed, held a meeting on
March 26th and began a serious
drive to organize at the county level
and focus on local races this year.




