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D e a r F r i e n d :

Tremendous news! We've decided to do the impossible -to go all
o u t f o r b a l l o t s t a t u s i n a l l 5 0 s t a t e s p l u s t h e D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a !

W h y d i d w e m a k e t h i s d e c i s i o n ?

A s t h e C l a r k c a m p a i g n g a t h e r s m o m e n t u m , i t ' s c l e a r t h a t t o t a l
n a t i o n w i d e b a l l o t s t a t u s w i l l r e a l l y s h a k e u p t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m , a n d
w i l l a l l ow Ed C la rk to reach the fu l l po ten t ia l o f h i s campa ign . When
w e a s k t h e n e w s m e d i a t o c o v e r u s , o r t o I n c l u d e E d C l a r k o n t h e p r e s ¬
i d e n t i a l d e b a t e s , w e f a c e t h e s a m e q u e s t i o n :
y o u b e o n t h e b a l l o t ? "

I n h o w m a n y s t a t e s w i l l

T h e p e o p l e w h o m a k e t h e s e d e c i s i o n s - t h e r e p o r t e r s , t h e p o l i t i c a l
o b s e r v e r s , t h e o p i n i o n - m a k e r s , a n d , i n s o m e c a s e s , t h e b u r e a u c r a t s - u s e
ba l l o t s t a tus as ameasu re o f ou r s t r eng th . I f we don ' t have 50 -s ta te
b a l l o t s t a t u s , t h e y w i l l c l a i m t h a t w e ' r e n o t r e a l l y a n a t i o n a l m o v e m e n t .
I t wi l l g ive them an "out . " For they don' t want to see the system change.

B u t i f E d C l a r k d o e s g e t 5 0 - s t a t e b a l l o t s t a t u s - a f e a t a c c o m p l i s h e d
o n l y o n c e i n o v e r a h a l f c e n t u r y - w e w i l l h a v e p r o v e d b e y o n d q u e s t i o n
t h a t w e a r e a s e r i o u s n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l p h e n o m e n o n w h i c h d e s e r v e s t o b e
c o v e r e d b e c a u s e w e w i l l h a v e a c c o m p l i s h e d w h a t m o s t p e o p l e t h i n k i s
I m p o s s i b l e !

W h e n t h e C l a r k c a m p a i g n s t a r t e d , w e t h o u g h t w e c o u l d g e t b a l l o t s t a t u s
in 45 s ta tes , inc lud ing some which are very d i fficu l t : Massachuset ts , Oregon,
P e n n s y l v a n i a , F l o r i d a , a n d M o n t a n a . W e k n e w t h a t i t w o u l d c o s t a b o u t
$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 t o m a k e i t i n t h e s e s t a t e s , a n d t h a t i t w o u l d c o s t a s m u c h a s
$90,000 more to make i t in the five most d i fficu l t s ta tes : Mary land, Georg ia ,
O k l a h o m a , M i s s o u r i , a n d W e s t V i r g i n i a .

We jus t d idn ' t know about those las t five s ta tes ,
h a d t h e r e s o u r c e s o r t h e l o c a l c o m m i t m e n t e v e n t o t r y .

W e d i d n ' t k n o w i f w e

M a r y l a n d c h a n g e d a l l t h a t . L i b e r t a r i a n s i n M a r y l a n d s t u n n e d u s b y r a i s ¬
ing over $15,000 in a few weeks toward abal lo t dr ive which requi res 100,000
s i g n a t u r e s ! T h i s e x t r a o r d i n a r y c o m m i t m e n t b y M a r y l a n d L i b e r t a r i a n s c o n v i n c e d
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u s t h a t t h e s a m e t h i n g c o u l d b e a c c o m p l i s h e d i n t h e o t h e r " i m p o s s i b l e "
s t a t e s , a n d t h a t w e c o u l d h a v e t o t a l n a t i o n w i d e b a l l o t s t a t u s i f w e w a n t e d
i t b a d l y e n o u g h .

H e r e ' s o u r p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n :

W e h a v e c o m p l e t e d , o r n e a r l y c o m p l e t e d , o u r b a l l o t d r i v e s i n 2 8
s ta tes . We've s tar ted ba l lo t d r ives in every o ther s ta te where the law
a l l o w s u s t o a t t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e . W e a r e c o n fi d e n t o f m a k i n g i t i n
the 45 s ta tes we o r ig ina l l y ta rge ted . And in Mary land , the d r i ve i s no t
on ly under way, i t ' s ac tua l ly ahead of schedule !

I n G e o r g i a , O k l a h o m a , M i s s o u r i , a n d W e s t V i r g i n i a , l o c a l L i b e r t a r i a n s
a re ra is ing money and se t t i ng up the i r ba l lo t d r i ve o rgan iza t ions , w i th
fu l l t ime coord inators and c lose cooperat ion wi th the nat iona l campaign.
S ignatures are a l ready be ing co l lec ted by vo lunteers and pa id pet i t ioners .

The requi rements in these four s ta tes are very h igh. Georg ia re¬
quires 85,000 s ignatures; Oklahoma requi res 60,000; Missour i requi res
4 0 , 0 0 0 .
a c c e s s l a w i s s o c o n v o l u t e d a n d d r a c o n i a n t h a t n o o n e o t h e r t h a n a R e ¬
publ ican or aDemocrat has appeared on i ts bal lot in 12 years.

W e s t V i r g i n i a r e q u i r e s o n l y 1 0 , 0 0 0 s i g n a t u r e s , b u t i t s b a l l o t

As d i fficu l t as these requ i rements are , our exper ience in Mary land
proved that we can do i t . We have the extraordinary commitment of the
L i b e r t a r i a n s i n t h e s e s t a t e s , w h o r e a l i z e t h a t t h e n a t i o n a l s u c c e s s o f
the Clark campaign in 1980 to a large extent depends on the i r e ffor ts .

We know we can do i t , and m o r e i m p o r t a n t l y, w e k n o w w e m u s t d o i t
i f we a re to be regarded as a t ru ly na t iona l campa ign - i f Ed C la rk i s
to get the major news media coverage he deserves, and if he is to have a
c h a n c e t o b e i n c l u d e d i n t h e p r e s i d e n t i a l d e b a t e s .

1

Wha t w i l l i t t ake to co l l ec t t he 195 ,000 s igna tu res requ i red fo r
ballot status in Georgia, Oklahoma, Missouri, and West Virginia? Four
ingredients: Time, know-how, commitment and money.

We have the time. Fortunately, we made our decision early enough
that we s t i l l have the t ime to get the necessary s ignatures.

We have the know-how. We have enthusiast ic, capable coordinators
f o r a l l o u r d i f fi c u l t b a l l o t d r i v e s w h o w i l l d e v o t e f u l l t i m e b o t h t o
recru i t ing vo lun teers and to the h i r ing and t ra in ing o f hundreds o f pa id
p e t i t i o n e r s - t h e o n l y e f f e c t i v e m e a n s t o s u c c e s s i n d i f fi c u l t s t a t e s .

W e h a v e t h e c o m m i t m e n t . L i b e r t a r i a n s i n t h e s e f o u r s t a t e s , l i k e
those in Maryland, have made an extraordinary commitment to the success
of their ballot drives -acommitment which has rarely been equalled in
t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e L i b e r t a r i a n p a r t y.

The money? We have some of that, but not nearly enough. When the
campaign started, we thought we needed at least $75,000 in national funds
to make i t i n t he f ou r t oughes t s ta tes . Bu t L i be r ta r i ans i n t hose s ta tes
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h a v e a g r e e d t o r a i s e r o u g h l y h a l f o f t h a t a m o u n t f r o m t h e i r o w n s o u r c e s .

That leaves us $35 -$40,000 shor t o f nat iona l ba l lo t s ta tus , money
w h i c h w e d i d n o t h a v e i n o u r o r i g i n a l b u d g e t , a n d w h i c h w e d o n o t h a v e
n o w .

T h e o n l y w a y t o r a i s e t h i s m o n e y a n d t o a c h i e v e n a t i o n a l b a l l o t
s ta tus - to do the imposs ib le - i s t o make th i s spec ia l appea l t o you
f o r t h e n e c e s s a r y f u n d s .

I*m asking each of you to make an extraordinary commitment, in the
same way that L iber tar ians in these " impossib le" s tates have al ready
made such acommitment. Libertar ians who normally give $10, $25 or $50
h a v e i n c r e a s e d t h a t c o n t r i b u t i o n t h r e e , fi v e , a n d e v e n t e n - f o l d !

Why? B e c a u s e t h e y a r e c o n v i n c e d o f t h e n e c e s s i t y o f t o t a l n a t i o n w i d e
ballot status for Ed Clark, and they know how much it wil l mean not only
for the i r own s ta tes but a lso for the nat iona l campaign.

I h o p e y o u s h a r e t h e i r c o n v i c t i o n , a n d w i l l a g r e e t o m a k e a n e x t r a o r ¬
d i n a r y c o m m i t m e n t o f y o u r o w n . P l e a s e c o n t r i b u t e t o w a r d n a t i o n a l b a l l o t
s t a t u s , a n d p l e a s e c o n s i d e r a t l e a s t d o u b l i n g , t r i p l i n g o r q u i n t u p l i n g
w h a t y o u m i g h t o r d i n a r i l y g i v e t o w a r d t h i s u n i q u e l y i m p o r t a n t e f f o r t .

W i t h n a t i o n a l b a l l o t s t a t u s , E d C l a r k w i l l r e a l l y s h a k e u p t h e p o l i t ¬
i c a l s y s t e m . H e c a n a c h i e v e t h e f u l l p o t e n t i a l o f t h i s c a m p a i g n .

P l e a s e h e l p .

C h r i s H o c k e r
N a t i o n a l C o o r d i n a t o r

P. S . I f , a f t e r r e a d i n g t h i s l e t t e r, y o u ' r e n o t s u r e w h e t h e r o r n o t y o u
w a n t t o c o n t r i b u t e , I u r g e y o u t o r e m e m b e r t h a t t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t p o l i t i ¬
cians, the news media, and the opinion makers are bett ing that we won't
make it. What's more, most of them are hoping that we won't make it -
they're happy wi th the system the way i t is , and the last th ing they want
i s E d C l a r k p r o v i n g t h a t t h e L i b e r t a r i a n p a r t y i s t r u l y a n a t i o n a l m o v e m e n t
a n d t h e w a v e o f t h e f u t u r e . W e h a v e a c h a n c e r i g h t n o w t o b e a t t h e m w i t h
t h e i r o w n r u l e s - t o m e e t t h e i r s t a n d a r d o f b a l l o t s t a t u s i n a l l 5 0 s t a t e s -

b u t w e m u s t m o v e i m m e d i a t e l y a n d d e c i s i v e l y, o r w e c a n n o t m o v e a t a l l .
Thousands of people have already made their commitment -won't you please
make yours?


