The ind <ental right of any man is
the right 1o life, sustained by freedom
<f c¢hoice, .nd the right to control the
property he earns through his efforts or
veluntary exchangs with other men. Any
man has the risht to defend, by force if
necessary, ¢ life, liberty or property.
A m:n's .xistence or what he has earned
is not the property of others. lan is
not a slave...he is not an animal to be
sacrificed to the desires, whims or needs
of other iniividuals. ‘hen the property
of a man (mas life, or that which sustains
it.) is taken from him by force, the action
is known as THEFT,

. One man has taken it upon himself to

@emand money of persons on the street. {

When they refuse, he assaults them and
takes their money by force. This person
is clearly inmoral and is a thief., The
person robbed is clearly a blameless,
innocent victim,

in search of bigger game, the man gath-
ers a group of friends who then label them
selves the "syndicate". They proceed to
teriorize small businessmen until they
turn over "protection" money upon demand,
Those who refuse meet with accidents. Are
&he actions of this gang any less criminal
simply because there were a dozen of them
instead of only one? The only rational
answer is that their actions would not be
any different, that robbery is robbery and
murder is marder whether committed by one
man or dozens acting in concert,

¥indir; the "syndieate” at odds over
} S o el gnr man declides o
vake a Jcr a very large gang called

the “Intornsy itevenue Service'', He now
declares tnat he is an agent of a larger
group called "the government'" and 1s em—
powered to seize money or property to sat-
1sfy alleged debts due 'the government".
Instead of being labelled a THIEF our man

is now called a TAX COLLECTOR. He now right to rule over the minority. This

claims he isn't taking the money for concept cqulq lead to the.dic?étorsh?p
himself (though he is paid handsomely of the majority and genocide if ?arrled
and has little risk) but is collecting to its logical extreme. That which a
for "the poor" or "defense" or for "the government may properly do is no d%ffer—
men on the moon". But is he now acting ent in essence from that which 1nd1Y1-
any more moral then when he was a lone duals may do. Governments are nothing

thief or a member of the gangster more than a collection of individuals
"syndicate"? Like the criminal, the organized for some purpose, ?r?ferably
"tax collector" is taxing money or protection., If a single 1nd1v1dua} does
property wiich does not belong to him not possess the richt to do someth}ng.
and which the vietim does not choose then there is no way that an a55001at19n
to give voluntarily. If the victim of individu=ls can suddenly possess this
voluntarily supported the cause for so—called right. All that which is
which he is being robbed, there would immoral for the individual to do 1s

be no need to rob him in the first immoral for a group of indivcwals to do,

place. A criminal will seize property no matter how lofty the endsiihéy pro-
if necessary and a tax collector will claim or how divinely inspired they

““do the same, throwing the victim in claim their association to be.

jail if he attempts to protect what is
his. Taxes on the American people are now
estimated to be 35% to 4LO% of the aver-
"It is irrelevant whether another man age man's income. If you are rdch, or
steals by his own authority or with the richer than most, you pay a lot more.
sanction of a million others, whether he The graduated income tax feature adds to
takes money for himself or for "the poor" the injustice of taxation and hits hard
or for any other group which did not earm at those who by their savings and their
it. Theft consists of taking a man's ability have shown themselves to be the
property against his will, regardless of efficient satisfiers of the wants of man.
the beneficiary. If the individual has Taxation is bad enough without adding
an inalienable right to his own life, special features which penalize the
liberty and property, then morally his  doers, the creators of wealth, the in-
life and property are his own to do with ventors, and the rest upon whom progress
as he pleases. It is just as immorzi for all mankind depends.
for a government to attempt to tax his
earnings, regulate his business or draft Taxes are extorted for projects the
his sons as it wouli be for some iso— "taxpayer" does not approve of. They
lated individual acting on his own auth- cause dislocation of scarce econoric
ority to do so. The association of men Tresources and retard growth. They

into & groun callsd "zovernment' does enable the state to carry gn.a}l
not free them from morality or sanction manner of.antl-lreedom activities.
actions otherwise immoral," #* They permit the state to manipulate
persons, or special interest groups,
Here arises the myth that "govern- by helping them or harming them by

ments" are empowered to do things that  tax regulations. It has been truly
individuals are not. What things. Or, stated that "The power to tax is the
it is alleged, the majority has the power to enslave',




What 1s needed is not "tax reform" which
is a euphemism for "tax him more and me
less"; not more taxes on business which is,
after all, ultimately passed on to the con-
sumer; not more taxes on more thinzs or on
"bad" things like cigarettes; poor housing,
or luxury cars; not tariffs or savings bonds
or deficit spending or inflation or any
other gimmick that politicians pull to hide
the magnitude of their theft from the wage
earner. What is needed is an end to taxes
entirely!!!

It is argused that taxes are necessary
to support services of government. It is
claimed that garbage would lie knee deep
in the streets if trash removal wasn't pro-
vided by government; that muggers and
rapists would roam at will without govern-
nent police on hand; that the commuter
‘rain and bus lines would cease to exist if
vurned back to private enterprise. Why,
we might ask, would men be so foolish to
allow such services to cease without the
government's intervention? Do men go bare
foot because the shoe industry is still a
orivate operation? Do men forget to report
to their Jobs every morning because the
covernment does not yet provide them with
alarm clocks? Of course not, It 1s ridi-
culous to assert that rational men would
fail to voluntarily support services they
need if they were not forced to do so.

And it is ridiculous, as well as immoral,
to force men to support services they do
not use and do nct value, just Lecause
one man or group of men think they know
what is best for everybody else.

Government services performed today
zould be provided just as well by free
market enterprisers. People would pay
for what they desire. No one person

vould be forced to work for the benefit
f another (called slavery, you know)
nd no other persc:» could expect to have

that person work for him, Taxation is

theft and should be abolished, Gov-
ernment monopclies must be removed so

that entercrensuss can {reely
and make taxation unnecessary. Only
then will wan be truly able to enjoy
the fruits of his labor.,
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SIL is composed of advocates of
liberty who have resolved to resist
all forms of involuntary collectivism
and all programs and activities of
government which violate man's rights
and attempt to take from man the
ability to set his own goals and to
determine his own destiny.

Believing that it is the duty of all
those who value their life, liverty
and property to take appropriate
action, both intellectual and social,
to preserve and extend their freedom,
SIL members work for the day when all
men are free and a peace
and freedom is established, 'hose who
wish nothing lese for themselves are
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