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Dear Historical,

Two and a half centuries ago, on December 16, 1773, a group of ordinary
people ignited a spark that would illuminate the path to liberty – the Boston
Tea Party. This historic event, born out of frustration with unfair taxation
practices and government monopolies, continues to reverberate through
the ages and finds resonance in the principles of the modern-day
Libertarian Party. 

In the early days of the American colonies, tensions brewed over taxation
without representation. After American patriots nullified the Stamp Act,
Britain’s first attempt to tax North American colonists directly, the British
government created new schemes to extract money from the region. One
way to they sought to do this was by granting a legal monopoly to the East
India Tea Company through the Tea Act of 1773, making it illegal for any
colonial competitors to sell tea. Outraged by this blatant violation of their
rights, a group of colonists took matters into their own hands on that fateful
night in Boston Harbor. 

The Boston Tea Party was not just an act of defiance; it was a resounding
declaration that ordinary people would not tolerate unjust taxation and
government monopolies. The colonists, much like modern libertarians,
believed that individuals have the right to decide how their hard-earned
money should be spent, and that competition is the best driver of
prosperity. 

Fast forward to the present day, and the principles of the Boston Tea Party
find a powerful echo in the Libertarian Party's unwavering stance –
Taxation is Theft and central economic planning is immoral. Libertarians
argue that individuals should be free from the burden of coercive taxation
and monopoly schemes, allowing them to retain the fruits of their labor and
make decisions about their money that align with their values and priorities.

Caryn Ann Harlos <carynannharlos@gmail.com>
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The notion that taxation is a form of theft underscores the libertarian belief
in individual autonomy and limited government. For libertarians, the Boston
Tea Party serves as a symbol of resistance against overreaching
authorities and a call to uphold the principles of self-determination.

As we commemorate the 250th anniversary of the Boston Tea Party, the
Libertarian Party stands as a modern torchbearer of the spirit of resistance
that fueled that historic event. Libertarians advocate for a society where
individuals are free to live without the shackles of excessive taxation,
where personal and economic freedoms are paramount. 

In the spirit of the Boston Tea Party, the Libertarian Party champions the
idea that individuals should be trusted to make decisions about their own
lives, including how their money is spent. The legacy of those colonists
who dumped tea into Boston Harbor lives on, inspiring libertarians to
challenge the status quo and forge a path toward a more liberated and
equitable future. 

As we raise our tea-cups today in a metaphorical toast to the 250th
anniversary of the Boston Tea Party, let us also celebrate the enduring
legacy of liberty it has bestowed upon us. The Libertarian Party, rooted in
the principles of individual freedom, carries forth the spirit of those defiant
colonists, reminding us that the fight against unjust taxation and for
personal autonomy is a cause worth championing. May the echoes of the
Boston Tea Party resonate for generations to come, inspiring a world where
liberty triumphs over tyranny.

YES, TAXATION IS THEFT
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Caryn Ann,

Two and a half centuries ago, on December 16, 1773, a group of ordinary
people ignited a spark that would illuminate the path to liberty – the Boston
Tea Party. This historic event, born out of frustration with unfair taxation
practices and government monopolies, continues to reverberate through
the ages and finds resonance in the principles of the modern-day
Libertarian Party. 

In the early days of the American colonies, tensions brewed over taxation
without representation. After American patriots nullified the Stamp Act,
Britain’s first attempt to tax North American colonists directly, the British
government created new schemes to extract money from the region. One
way to they sought to do this was by granting a legal monopoly to the East
India Tea Company through the Tea Act of 1773, making it illegal for any
colonial competitors to sell tea. Outraged by this blatant violation of their
rights, a group of colonists took matters into their own hands on that fateful
night in Boston Harbor. 

The Boston Tea Party was not just an act of defiance; it was a resounding
declaration that ordinary people would not tolerate unjust taxation and
government monopolies. The colonists, much like modern libertarians,
believed that individuals have the right to decide how their hard-earned
money should be spent, and that competition is the best driver of
prosperity. 

Fast forward to the present day, and the principles of the Boston Tea Party
find a powerful echo in the Libertarian Party's unwavering stance –
Taxation is Theft and central economic planning is immoral. Libertarians
argue that individuals should be free from the burden of coercive taxation
and monopoly schemes, allowing them to retain the fruits of their labor and
make decisions about their money that align with their values and priorities.

The notion that taxation is a form of theft underscores the libertarian belief
in individual autonomy and limited government. For libertarians, the Boston
Tea Party serves as a symbol of resistance against overreaching
authorities and a call to uphold the principles of self-determination.

As we commemorate the 250th anniversary of the Boston Tea Party, the
Libertarian Party stands as a modern torchbearer of the spirit of resistance
that fueled that historic event. Libertarians advocate for a society where
individuals are free to live without the shackles of excessive taxation,
where personal and economic freedoms are paramount. 
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In the spirit of the Boston Tea Party, the Libertarian Party champions the
idea that individuals should be trusted to make decisions about their own
lives, including how their money is spent. The legacy of those colonists
who dumped tea into Boston Harbor lives on, inspiring libertarians to
challenge the status quo and forge a path toward a more liberated and
equitable future. 

As we raise our tea-cups today in a metaphorical toast to the 250th
anniversary of the Boston Tea Party, let us also celebrate the enduring
legacy of liberty it has bestowed upon us. The Libertarian Party, rooted in
the principles of individual freedom, carries forth the spirit of those defiant
colonists, reminding us that the fight against unjust taxation and for
personal autonomy is a cause worth championing. May the echoes of the
Boston Tea Party resonate for generations to come, inspiring a world where
liberty triumphs over tyranny.

YES, TAXATION IS THEFT
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