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RULES 4 AND 5 – DEBATING AND VOTING, BYLAWS AND RULES, AND PLATFORM 
 
Problem: There are two different standards for similar national convention-related 
committees which can be terribly confusing, and the differences are not particularly 
logical. 
 
Solution: Consolidate the two sections and have one procedure for these two similar 
committees. 
 
Benefits: Simplification, consistency, and ease of understanding. 
 
 
Current Wording Proposed Amendment If Adopted, Will Read 
SEE BELOW 
 
 
 
 

 

SEE BELOW SEE BELOW 

 
 
SPONSORS: Harlos 
 
 
MARK-UP LEGEND 
 

o In replacements, deletions precede additions. 
o Deletions are in red bold italic strikethrough. 
o Additions are in blue bold underline. 
o Per LPUS Bylaws, Article XVII, Section 1, the bylaws require a 2/3 vote to pass. 
o Per RONR t8 #13, the convention special rules of order require a 2/3 vote with notice or a majority 

of the entire convention membership 
 

RULE 4: DEBATING AND VOTING -- BYLAWS AND RULES 

The Chair of the Bylaws and Rules Committee shall report each recommendation 
of the committee to the convention separately and shall have two minutes to 
explain the intent or purpose of the proposed amendment(s). The Convention 
Chair shall open each recommendation to discussion without amendment from 
the floor. Each recommendation shall be considered and adopted separately, with 
a maximum of eight minutes discussion on any recommendation. After the 



discussion, the Convention Chair shall bring the recommendation to a vote. If the 
recommendation fails, the Convention Chair shall open the recommendation to 
amendment for an additional 10 minutes. 

RULE 5: DEBATING AND VOTING – BYLAWS AND RULES COMMITTEE AND 
PLATFORM COMMITTEE 

1. After the adoption of the convention agenda, the convention will vote whether to 
delete planks from the existing platform. This will be accomplished as follows:  

a. The Credentials Committee shall issue five signature tokens to each 
delegate.  

b. Tokens shall only be issued to delegates. Delegates are responsible for 
transferring possession of unused tokens to their alternates if necessary. 

c. Each delegate may cast each token as a recommendation for deletion of 
one plank by noting on the token the plank to be deleted and signing the 
token. 

d. A delegate may cumulate recommendations by casting any number of 
tokens for deletion of the same plank. 

e. Delegates will be given until one hour prior to the scheduled start of the 
platform report to mark their tokens and deliver them to the Secretary. 

f. Prior to the scheduled start of the platform report, the Secretary shall 
review the tokens received and tabulate and report the tokens submitted 
for deletion of each plank.   

g. As its first item of platform business, the convention shall vote whether to 
delete each of those planks that received a number of tokens for deletion 
equal to 20% or more of the number of credentialed delegates.  Such 
votes shall be cast without amendment or debate. 

2. The Bylaws and Rules Committee and Platform Committee shall meet before 
each regular convention and prepare a reports containing its their 
recommendations. At the convention, the Platform Committee's these 
recommendations shall be reported to the floor and debated and voted upon 
separately. The Platform Committees shall set forth the order in which each 
recommendation shall be considered.  

3. Recommendations for which there is no minority report shall be debated and 
voted upon in the following manner:  

a. The Platform Committee Chair, or some other person designated by 
him or her their designee, shall read the proposed recommendation and 
shall have up to two minutes to explain the recommendation.  

b. The Convention Chair shall then open the recommendation to debate 
without amendment for a period of up to 1510 minutes before bringing the 
matter to a vote.  If the recommendation fails, the Convention Chair shall 
inquire if any amendments are proposed from the floor.  If there are such 
proposals, the Convention Chair shall request a vote on whether to 
consider amendments, and with majority approval may consider 
amendments for a period of up to 10 minutes.  

4. Recommendations for which there is a minority report shall be debated and voted 
upon in the following manner:  



a. Spokespersons for both the majority and minority positions shall each 
have two minutes each to present their views.  

b. The Chair shall then open consideration of both positions for five minutes 
during which time any delegates may express their views without offering 
amendments. After five minutes, there will be a vote on which of the two 
reports shall be considered for purposes of adopting a recommendation. 
The report receiving the greater number of votes shall then be discussed 
and voted upon in the manner described in Section 3b.  

5. After all committee recommendations have received initial consideration, any 
delegate may propose amendments to the bylaws and rules or the platform. 
The delegate may take up to two minutes to state and explain the proposal, with 
debating and voting to proceed as described in Section 3b.  

6. Finally, if time permits, proposals which were considered by the Platform 
Committee but which received an unfavorable vote from a majority of the 
committee, may be considered, with a spokesperson for the minority 
position giving the reasons in favor and the Platform Committee Chair or 
other representative of the majority position giving the reasons why it was 
voted down, before the proposal is taken to the floor for debate.  

7. Challenges of adopted Party planks believed by 10% of the delegates to be in 
conflict with the Statement of Principles shall be referred in writing, during the 
convention, to the Judicial Committee by the delegates requesting action for 
consideration. The challenge shall specify in what manner the plank is believed 
to be in conflict. The Judicial Committee shall consider the challenge, decide 
whether the Statement of Principles is conformed to and report their findings and 
reasons to the convention. If the plank is vetoed by the Judicial Committee, it will 
be declared null and void but can be reinstated by a 3/4 vote of the convention. 

8. Should changes to the bylaws or platform result in a grammatical error in 
accordance with the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style, the National 
Committee presiding at the time of that discovery is authorized to make those 
grammatical corrections provided it does not change the meaning or intent of the 
item edited.  

 


