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D e a r P L P M e m b e r :

F e w e v e n t s i n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e l i b e r t a r i a n m o v e m e n t h a v e fi l l e d
m e w i t h s u c h a s e n s e o f m i n g l e d h o p e a n d s a d n e s s , a s l a s t w e e k ' s F I P
s t a t e c o n v e n t i o n .

A s t h e o l d j o k e g o e s , fi r s t t h e g o o d n e w s . A n y o n e w h o ' s r e a d t h e
l a s t t h r e e i s s u e s o f t h e p a r t j ; - n e w s l e t t e r , s h o u l d b e a b l e t o i n f e r t h a t
t h e r e ' s b e e n q u i t e a b i t o f i n t e r n a l s q u a b b l i n g a n d p e r s o n a l f e u d i n g
g o i n g o n s i n c e t h e n a t i o n a l c o n v e n t i o n l a s t A u g u s t . D u r i n g t h e fi r s t
t w o d a y s o f t h e s t a t e c o n v e n t i o n , m u c h o f i t s e e m e d t o b e e v a p o r a t i n g
f o r g o o d . A r t 0 ' S u l l i v a n a n d M u r r a y R o t i h b a r d w e r e a p p a r e n t l y o n
friendly speaking terms. We were all able to laugh— to laugh at our
s e l v e s , r e a l l y — w h e n R a l p h R a i c o c o n g r a t u l a t e d R o y C h i l d s o n h i s
" I n t r o d u c t i o n t o L i b e r t a r i a n i s m " , s t a t i n g , " I ' v e g o n e o v e r i t w i t h a
fi n e - t o o t h c o m b , a n d h a v e b e e n a b l e t o fi n d n o m o r e t h a n fi v e o r s i x
l i e s . " I n f a c t , a l l t h e r e f e r e n c e s t o t h i n g s t h a t h a d b e e n s a i d o r d o n e
a t t h e n a t i o n a l o r a t t h e s p e c i a l c o n v e n t i o n , s e e m e d t o b e t i n g e d v / i t h
a g o o d - n a t u r e d n o s t a l g i a . W e a l l w a n t e d t o s t a r t a f r e s h !

T h e m o s t e x h i l i r a t i n g e v e n t o f a l l w a s t h e e l e c t i o n f o r C h a i r p e r s o n ,
S a n d y F e l d v o t e d f o r h i s s u p p o s e d n e m e s i s , G a r y G r e e n b e r g , B o b C a s s e l l a ,
w h o h a d q u i t t h e p a r t y a y e a r b e f o r e i t h a d b e c o m . e f a s h i o n a b l e t o d o
s o , v o t e d f o r L e e S c h u b e r t , I , m y s e l f ( p r e s u m a b l y p a r t o f t h e " d i s s i d e n t "
f a c t i o n ) , s e n s i n g t h e g r o w i n g i r r e l e v a n c y o f t h e o l d a n t a g o n i s m s , a n d
a n x i o u s t o s p e e d t h e i r u l t i m a t e d i s a p p e a r a n c e , s e r i o u s l y ? - c o n s i d e r e d
nomina t i ng 'Lee fo r Cha i r. Wh i l e How ie R ich ( supposed ly the a rch -
P a r t y a r c h ) , p e r h a p s w i t h t h e s a m . e r e a s o n s $ n m i n d , g a v e h i s e n c o u r a g e
m e n t t o t h e D r a f t J o h n D e a n e m o v e m e n t . W h e n t h e v o t e s w e r e t a l l i e d ,
J o h n D e a n e \ i a . s e l e c t e d w i t h t h i r t y - s i x v o t e s , v / i t h t h e t v / e n t y - s i x
r e m a i n i g v o t e s b e i n g s h a r e d . b y L e e a n d G a r y, W h i l e t h i s m a 3 / n o t h a v e
b e e n a l a n d s l i d e , J o h n ' s e l e c t i o n c e r t a i n l y w a s s o m e t h i n g o f a c o u p .
A n d t h e v e r y b r o a d c o a l i t i o n t h a t c a m e t o g e t h e r b e h i n d h i s c a n d i d a c y
p r o v i d e d f u r t h e r g r o u n d s f o r o p t i m i s m . T h e d i s s o l u t i o n o f f a c t i o n a l
l i n e s w a s p e r h a p s m o s t c l e a r l y m . a n i f e s t e d i n R a l p h R a i c o ' s e n t h u s i a s t i c
s u p p o r t o f J o h n , I f e l t t h a t t h i s v / a s o n e e l e c t i o n n o o n e h a d l o s t ,
V / e h a d a l l w o n .

A n d t h e r e w e r e o t h e r g o o d o m e n s . V / h e n J o h n D e a n e s p o k e o f w o r k i n g
f o r t h e n a t i o n a l t i c k e t , h e e v o k e d a p p l a u s e f r o m , t h e e n t i r e c o n v e n t i o n ,
i n c l u d i n g t h o s e w h o h a d v o t e d , l a s t O c t o b e r , t o c e n s u r e R o g e r M a c B r i d e ,
I v / o u l d n e v e r h a v e i m a g i n e d i t p o s s i b l e ! A l l n o t i o n s a b o u t " u n p l e d g e d
e l e c t o r s " o r o f v o t i n g a g a i n s t t h e e n d o r s e m . e n t o f e l e c t o r s , v / e r e
q u i c k l y l a i d t o r e s t . A n d t o p u t t h e i c i n g o n t h e c a k e , C a r o l j / n K e e l e n
r e j o i n e d t h e p a r r y .

B u t w h a t r e a l l y e x c i t e d m . e a b o u t J o h n D e a n e ' s e l e c t i o n a n d t h e s e
o t h e r c i r c u m . s t a n c e s a n d e v e n t s s u r r o u n d i n g i t , v / a s n o t s o m u c h t h e i r
s y m b o l i c i m p o r t a n c e , a s t h e i r p o t e n t i a l f o r s o m . e v e r y c o n c r e t e
r e s u l t s . W h i l e t h e p a r t y h a d v / i t n e s s e d " a n e v / d a v / n " a t t h i s c o n v e n t i o n
(or so I thought ) , I nov / looked foward to the busy day ahead. I f the
agenda f o r t he fi r s t S ta te Comm. i t t ee mee t i ng i s any i nd i ca t i on , ou r
n e w C h a i r p e r s o n c e r r a i n l y h a s n o l a c k o f e n e r g y o r i d e a s . T h e n o t i o n
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enough in fo rmat ion to make any in te l l igen t Judgment as to v /he ther I
s h o u l d h a v e w i t h d r a w n a s a c a n d i d a t e o r n o t . T h e c o n v e n t i o n w o u l d h a v e
to decide, but I wanted to make i t c lear that, at that point , I d idn' t
c a r e i n t h e s l i g h t e s t i f I w e r e e l e c t e d o r n o t , t h a t m y ' o n l y c o n c e r n
was f o r t he un i t y and l ong - run good o f t he pa r t y, and t ha t , t hough I
didn't know for sure, I suspected that the election of Roy Childs would
best^serve those ends. I made some remarks off the top of my head that,I think, vaguely echoed those sentiments, and then left the room. A
w h i l e a f t e r, I w a s t o l d t h a t I ' d b e e n e l e c t e d b y a m a r g i n o f o n e o r
two votes— which, for me, merely meant that I would now have to
decide for certain whether I had acted rightly in not withdrawing as
a c a n d i d a t e .

Af ter get t ing a l l the facts , and le t t ing them s ink in , I concluded
tha t I had no t made the r igh t cho ice . Thus , I aga in addressed the
c o n v e n t i o n , t h i s t i m e t o a n n o u n c e m y i n t e n t i o n t o r e s i g n , e f f e c t i v e
upon adjournment (in order to avoid another vote). So, it is now up
t o t h e f u l l m e m b e r s h i p ( b y m a i l b a l l o t , I ' d a s s u m e ) t o fi l l t h i s
vacancy. That being so, you ought_to know why I resigned. To begin
with, Charlie declined his seat v/ith a very definite purpose in mind,
one which I endorse fully: party unity. Hell, movement unity! My
election, given the context, did nothing to advance that purpose.
There are any number of o ther ind iv iduals whose presence on the State
Committee would do more to help heal this most current breach among
friends. I urge you to bear these considerations in mind, and to foward
any suggestions you might have to Marty Nixon (I5 W. 38 St., NYC
10018). A number of names occur to me. Roy Childs, obviously; had only
two or three people not been absent, Roy would clearly have won the
seat that Charl ie declined. Charl ie Blood, himself, should be con
sidered eligible; he was elected to the position in the first place,
after all. Also, Ralph Raico; more than anyone else, Ralph seems a
tangible symbol of the harmony and good will that I hoped would
emerge f rom th is convent ion , and p reva i l du r ing John Deane 's Cha i r
mansh ip . Bo th Gary Greenberg and Lee Schuber t wou ld fi l l t he b i l l
p e r f e c t l y. I t w a s u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t t h r e e o f t h e P L P ' s m o s t t a l e n t e dand dedicated members were running for the same spot on the State
Committee. The vote totals that Lee and Gary received for Chair in
n o w a y _ r e fl e c t e d t h e p a r t y ' s h i g h r e g a r d f o r t h e i r a b i l i t i e s a n d f o r
their innumerable services to the party, since its very inception;
as perceived it, John Deane epierged as the preferred of three very
qualified candidates, because he seemed most representative of this
d e s i r e f o r a " f r e s h s t a r t " . B u t , t h i s f r e s h s t a r t m e a n s a l l o f u s
working together, and I pray that it will include Gary Greenberg andLee Schubert, as well; frankly, I cannot im.agine a Free Libertarian
Party without teem. And even less am I able to imagine a Free Libertarian
Party without Andrea Millen— I feel I should speak of Andrea separately,
and I v/ill in a m.oment. Another person who comes to mind— somev/hat
more of a "dark horse"— is Danny Shapiro. Danny is one of the very
few FLPers who is_actually younger than I am, so there's always been
sort of a generational oond between us; we were no doubt dismayed to
find ourselves on opposite sides of the "veto" controversy, thoug>^ I
know it was a good antidote to any "devil theory" I mis:ht have fallen
prey to. (I m.ust stress that I have no idea v/hether any of these people
would be willing to accept election to the State Committee. I would
be very disappointed, however, if a preferential ballot did not include
at least some of these names that I've mentioned. In this balloting,
it v/ouldn't seem at al l adequate to restr ict choices to declared



c a n d i d a t e s . I n f a c t , c o n s i d e r i n g t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s s u r r o u n d i n g t h e
vacancy, the propriety of actively seeking the position v/ould' seem
rather debatable.) Again, get in touch with Marty as soon as oossible,
i f y o u h a v e a n y s u g g e s t i o n s .

S o , w h a t a b o u t a l l t h i s ? S o f a r , I ' v e s i m o l y r e r o r t e d t h e b a d
news ; t ha t a number o f peop le f ee l t ha t t hey o r t he i r f r i ends have
been s l ighted and/or personal ly mal igned. Is th is fee l ing Just ified?
To a v e r y s u b s t a n t i a l d e g r e e , I t h i k i t i s — o t h e r w i s e , I w o u l d n ' t
h a v e r e s i g n e d . , B u t p e r h a p s " J u s t i fi e d " i s n o t t h e b e s t v ; o r d t o u s e h e r e
For, I fee l fu l ly confident in say ing that , where insu l t was taken,
t h e r e v / a s n e v e r a n y d e l i b e r a t e i n t e n t i o n o f g i v i n g a n y. I s t h i s
f e e l i n g u n d e r s t a n d a b l e , t h e n ? A n d h e r e t h e a n s w e r i s a n u n o u a l i fi e d
" Y e s " .

I t i s s c a r c e l y m y i n t e n t i o n . t o p r e t e n d t h a t t h e r e h a v e n o t b e e n
v e r y r e a l d i f f e r e n c e s o f o p i n i o n w i t h i n t h e p a r t y, t h e s e p a s t s e v e r a l
mon ths . I do no t apo log ize fo r the op in ions I have he ld o r exn ressed
in the past (and those include many that were regarded as heretical
by the other signers of the Declaration on Tactics). I do not expect
anyone to apologize for their opinions. What I do regret— belatedly,
I admit— is the insensitive manner in which many of us, on both sides
of the controversies, often chose to express our opinions; and I
apologize deeply for any part I may have had in encouraging thismanner of advocacy. I stress that the fault here does not rest solely
with^any one faction. Many of my friends have suffered personal attacksI t h i n k o f A r t 0 ' S u l l i v a n , i n p a r t i c u l a r . O n e n e e d n ' t l o o k f a r t o fi n d
examples of rather heavy-handed invective levelled against the "pur
ists"; though such attacks frequently omitted specifying particular
individuals, they were not at"that account any less offensive or unfair to those against v/hom they were clearly aimed.

But, forgive me: I don't wish to cast an;/ stones here. It may have
been_true that, as Sam Konkin put it, one faction of the party tookout i ts " long knives" at the October special convention. But I think
v ; e s h o u l d a l l h a v e c o m e t o r e a l i z e , b y n o w, t h a t t h a t f a c t i o n i s n o t
the only one that has wielded "long knives", and that "purists" are
not the only people v;ho bleed when they are stuck. Let's put away the
knives. If we have disagreements, let's discuss them rationally and
o p e n l y, w i t h o u t f e a r , d i s t r u s t , . o r p e r s o n a l , b i t t e r n e s s . W h e n t h i s i s
done, disagreements frequently never occur in the first place.

_Yes, I'm afraid that, motivated by some very legitimate concerns,
we_did go too_far. We v/ere insensitive. But without meaning to be. " 'This ^ insensitivity is the inevitable bj^'-product of being oart of a
.faction— and_we acquired it unawares. For instance, considering it
in the cold right od day, I find it hard to believe that v/e actually
intended to introduce_the Declaration on Tactics, with the "specific
ations , as a resolution of party policy. True, I had privately exnresse
some reservations about the idea; but I really didn't onnose it. One
aoesn' t feel qui te the same personal responsib i l i ty for"decis ions
arrived at by_a group. Thus, the statements, actions, and decisions
01 a group, will often exhibit a degree of insensitivity that is not
oo be found in any of the individual members of a group.

I cannot stress this enough, because manj/ of the people who
apparently feel personally hurt by certain events, are people'for



w h o m I h a p p e n t o h a v e a g r e a t d e a l o f r e s p e c t a n d h i g h p e r s o n a l
r e g a r d ^ - o c c a s i o n a l d i s a g r e e m e n t s n o t v / i t h s t a n d i n g . I f I v ; e r e t o s p e a k
o f t h e m p e r s o n a l l y , i t w o u l d o n l y b e i n p o s i t i v e t e r m s . I a m t h i n k i n g
p a r t i c u l a r l y o f R a l p h R a i c o , G a r j ; - G r e e n b e r g , A n d r e a M i l l e n , L e e
S c h u b e r t , M u r r a y R o t h b a r d , R o y C h i l d s , a n d F r a n Yo u n g s t e i n , ( I a m
th ink ing a lso o f Garo l jm Kee len , Susan Corker j? - , and Ar t 0 'Su l l i van ,
b u t t h a t ' s a n o t h e r m a t t e r. ) R a l p h a n d L e e d e s e r v e c r e d i t f o r t h e i r
r a r e a b i l i t y t o k e e p i s s u e s a n d p e r s o n a l i t i e s s e p a r a t e , a n d f o r n e v e r
l o s i n g t h e i r s e n s e o f h u m o r . To R o y C h i l d s , I m a y o w e m o r e o f a
p h i l o s o p h i c a l d e b t t h a n I h a d r e a l i z e d ; I d o n ' t r e c a l l a n y p r e c i s e
moment at which I became aware I was no longer a "minarchist" , but I
d o k n o w t h a t t h e p r o c e s s w a s a c c e l e r a t e d a n d c o n c l u d e d v / i t h i n t h e t h r e e
o r f ou r weeks f o l l ow ing t he f amous Gh i l ds -S t . John deba te . I t i s , j u s t
— v / e l l , u n f a i r, ; I s u p p o s e — t h a t o f a l l t h e t h i n g s R o y h a s s a i d o r
wr i t ten over the years , he shou ld be so we l l - remembered fo r a s ing le ,
o f f - t h e - c u f f r e m a r k , t h a t h a s b e e n s o w i d e l y m i s u n d e r s t o o d . I f h i s
po in t was tha t ou r v iews a re p rone to be d i s to r ted i f t hey a re exp ressed
ca re less l y, he ce r ta i n l y p roved i t . Roy ' s rem.a rk was pe rhaps ca re less
(but he did only have three m.inutes to say what he had to say) , and
p e r h a p s i t w a s i n s e n s i t i v e . B u t h i s e x p l a n a t i o n a t t h e L a i s s e z - P a i r e
B o o k s t o r e i n F e b r u a r y , s h o u l d h a v e b e e n a c c e p t a b l e t o a l l w h o h e a r d i t .
While one might v/ish to challenge him on the"theoretical point,(as
V i r g i n i a Wa l k e r d i d ) , h e m a d e i t c l e a r t h a t o n i m m e d i a t e t a c t i c a l
questions, he didn't have any manor disagreements with the arguments
m a d e b y t h e s o - c a l l e d " p u r i s t s " . ' V / h e t h e r t h i s c a m e f r o m a c l a r i fi c a t i o n
o r a r e v e r s a l o f h i s o r i g i n a l l y e x p r e s s e d v i e w s o n d e a l i n g v / i t h t h e
m e d i a , I ' l l n o t a t t e m p t t o j u d g e ; i n e i t h e r c a s e I ' m s a t i s fi e d . I w i s h
Vhis statement of Roy Ghilds' would be as well remembered as any other
he has made : " I do no t advoca te tha t t he L ibe r ta r i an Pa r t y l i e . " Wha t
m o r e c a n o n e a s k ?

I k n o w t h i s l e t t e r i s g e t t i n g t o o l o n g , b u t I d o w a n t t o fi n i s h
what I|ve begun. And I am not bending over backwards to be conciliatory.
There is not a single sentim.ent contained here, regarding any of these"
i n d i v i d u a l s , t h a t I h a v e n o t a t o n e t i m e o r a n o t h e r e x p r e s s e d p r i v a t e
l y t o A r t o r G a r o l 3 m o r G h a r l i e o r H o w a r d .

Speaking in his own behalf at the convention, Gary Greenber.e: drew
laugh te r and app lause when he s ta ted , " I don ' t r ega rd t he e l ec t i on
o f a Gha i rpe rson as a popu la r i t y con tes t "— and a f t e r a pause— " I
realize that judgment may seem self-serving." And, indeed: Gary is Gary.
B u t G a r y i s a l s o o n e o f t h e h a r d e s t w o r k e r s t h e F L P h a s . A n d v m a t ' s
more, he is scarce ly as— abras ive? a loof?— as he might somet imes
appear on the surface. Dur ing the mutual paranoia of the days i .mmed-
i a t e l y f o l l o w i n g t h e n a t i o n a l c o n v e n t i o n , I m u s t h a v e h a d a b r i e f
r e l a p s e o f s a n i t y, d u r i n g v / h i c h I w r o t e G a r y a l e t t e r, i n w h i c h I
tr ied to clear the air about v/hat I imagined to be personal hosti l i ty
between us . Gary 's de ta i led and thought fu l rep ly shov /ed deer concern .
It contained m.uch that, in retrospect, I v;ish" I had taken m.ore trulv
to heart. (But there were those "long knives"— oh, but there I go
a g a i n ! )

I don ' t know F ran Youngs te in t ha t we l l pe rsona l l y. Bu t I do have
vivid m.em-ories of the 197b m^ayoral campaign. If Fran ever decides to
be a candidate again, for any office whatsoever, we should not only
p r i n t i t i n t h e n e v / s l e t t e r — w e s h o u l d s h o u t i t f r o m , t h e r o o f t o n s l '


