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Plan now for the Plan now for the 
2006 Elections.2006 Elections.

The way to win:The way to win:

- Establish you r - Establish you r 
campaign plan campaign plan 

NOWNOW

- Announce early- Announce early

- Raise early - Raise early 
moneymoney

- Petition early- Petition early

- Get your name - Get your name 
in the papers by in the papers by 
writing letters writing letters 
to the editor to the editor 

& speaking at & speaking at 
every public every public 

hearing you can hearing you can 
attendattend
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SCC Set to Meet on 
Sept 10 in Tidewater

Va. House District 36
Donny Ferguson
Friends of Ferguson
PO Box 3134
Reston, VA 20195

Va. House District 37
Scott McPherson
Friends of McPherson
2576 Nicky Ln
Alexandria, VA 22311-1312

rating, future events such as the 2006 state 
convention, congressional district committee 
compliance issues, the 2006 campaign sea-
son, and other matters.  One very likely topic 
will be the National LP’s switch to dues of 
$0 and the fallout it may have for the LPVA.  
Another is the related abolition of the Unifi ed 
Membership Plan.

If you are an LP member, please consid-
er visiting Tidewater for this meeting.  SCC 
members are looking forward to seeing you 

at this event.
For more infor-

mation about the SCC 
and matters that may 
come before it, please 
contact Chairman 
Steve Damerell (fi nd 
his contact information 
on page 2). 

More informa-
tion about the day’s 

events may be obtained by calling Tom 
Cantrell at 757-460-4017 or via email at 
<2CDChair@LPVA.com>.

Cantrell encourages all to attend with 
families in tow; pointing out that beaches 
and other area attractions are only a block 
or two away.

The next meeting of the State Central 
Committee will take place in Tide-
water, from 1:00 to 3:00 on Saturday, 

September 10, in the function room of the 
Lynnhaven Colony Congregational Church, 
2217 W. Great Neck Rd., in Virginia Beach.  
The church has directions on its web site:

www.lcccucc.org/map.htm

Meeting organizer Tom Cantrell states 
that the Tidewater LP 
will be providing a 
catered luncheon prior 
to the meeting.  All 
voting members of the 
SCC will have their 
meal provided at no 
cost; other adults will 
pay $8 and children 
will  be $4.

PLEASE NOTE: 
under LPVA rules, only LP members have 
the right to attend State Committee meet-
ings.

At this time, the Agenda has not been 
circulated, but some of the items that may be 
discussed include the campaigns of our certi-
fi ed candidates, campaign funding, incorpo-

The Libertarian Freedom Team

Donate to all at one time -- visit Contribute.LPVA.com

Va. House District 67
Charles J. Eby Jr
Eby for Delegate
2576 Nicky Lane
Alexandria, VA  22311-1312

Va. House District 73
Matt Martin
Martin for Delegate
PO Box 1443
Glen Allen, VA 23060-1443

By Steve Damerell

The Libertarian Party of Virginia hosted 
a successful outreach booth at the Old 
Dominion Beer Festival in Ashburn, 

Virginia, from June 24-26.  Working a re-
laxed crowd in extremely warm weather, the 
booth drew good results in terms of inquiries 
gathered, literature distributed and World’s 
Smallest Political Quizzes administered.

The LPVA booth resulted in 45 new in-
quiries for the party, and around 150 people 
visited to take the World’s Smallest Political 
Quiz, scoring predominantly in the Liberal 
and Libertarian quadrants.

The three-day event was well-attended 
by Northern Virginians, and many from 
outside the immediate region as well.  The 
LPVA’s booth was in close proximity to the 
main entrance, and located between the beer 
and food booths – needless to say, foot traffi c 
was heavy throughout the weekend.

The booth was decorated with Libertar-
ian Party banners, a large World’s Smallest 
Political Quiz chart and signs from Donny 
Ferguson’s campaign for House of Del-
egates.

Response throughout the weekend was 
largely positive, with many visitors signing 
up for further information and stopping to 
discuss the recent decision in Kelo v. New 
London, CT, among other issues.  Visitors 
to the booth were often conversational (occa-
sionally aided by their beverages), and many 
took home brochures such as “A New Vision 
for America” or a copy of the most recent 
Virginia Liberty.

The Libertarian Party of Virginia ex-
tends thanks to all of the booth volunteers: 
Geoff Allen, Liz and Jeff Bowles, Fred Chil-
dress, Donny Ferguson, Jim Lark, Nadine 
Lee, Kathy Mullin, Bill Redpath, Tony Tor-
res, Shaun Whelden, Bill Wood and Milan 
Zacek.

Opportunity Knocked at 
Old Dominion Beer Fest

Watermelon Festival + 
Libertarians = Fun

Edited by Marc Montoni
From a RichmondLiberty.org news release

What would summer be like without 
heat, watermelon, a leisurely stroll 
among friends and neighbors... and 

Libertarians?
On Sunday, August 14th, Libertarians 

in the Richmond area ran a table at the Cary 
Town Watermelon Festival.  Leonard Harris, 
LPVA Vice Chair and a tireless Richmond-
area volunteer, noted some controversy sur-
rounds the Festival.  “In spite of being told 
no political groups would be allowed in the 
festival, the AARP and Equality Virginia ap-
parently both had booths inside the boundary.  

We will look into what to do about this next 
year.  They are using the public street and 
therefore should not be able to deny anyone a 
booth,” he said.

Overall, Harris was upbeat.  “We were 
very well received,” Harris said.  “It has been 
a while since I was at an event where people 
said ‘Libertarian Party?!?  We’re so glad y’all 
are here!  Tell me how to get involved.’”

Harris arrived early to snap photos be-
fore the area became packed and before the 
sun warmed everything up to 98+ degrees.  
“George Marchenko acquired a tent for us -- 

See ‘Watermelon’, Page 4

Lynnhaven Colony Congregational Church
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Statement of PrinciplesStatement of Principles
We hold that all individuals have We hold that all individuals have 

the right to exercise sole do-the right to exercise sole do-
minion over their own lives, and minion over their own lives, and 
have the right to live in whatever have the right to live in whatever 
manner they choose, so long as manner they choose, so long as 

they do not forcibly interfere with they do not forcibly interfere with 
the equal right of others to live in the equal right of others to live in 
whatever manner they choose.whatever manner they choose.

Contact UsContact Us
Libertarian Party of VirginiaLibertarian Party of Virginia

4201 Wilson Blvd  Ste 110-1644201 Wilson Blvd  Ste 110-164
Arlington, VA 22203-1859Arlington, VA 22203-1859
Information requests only: Information requests only: 

(800) 619 - 1776(800) 619 - 1776

Write On! Proofi ng Service

 Proofreading, Copy editing, Ghostwriting
 Professional, Accurate, Economical Service
 Over 10 Years Experience
 Any Text - Any Technical Level
 10% Discount for Libertarians!

 www.members.cox.net/ewinggs/writeon.htm

grave threat to our basic property rights, 
and we should be genuinely angry that 
the government dares to interpret the 
Fifth Amendment this way.  But as a 
party, we can also use this opportunity to 
increase the public’s devotion to liberty.  
I hope you’ll help the LPVA to do that by 
visiting a meeting of your local affi liate 
and contributing your time or money to 
the protection of one of our most basic 
rights.

Your party needs you, but more im-
portantly, your freedom needs you – will 
you step forward?

Yours in Liberty,

Steve Damerell, Chairman
Libertarian Party of Virginia
(703) 851-4674
Chair@LPVA.com
9411 Lee Hwy Apt 610
Fairfax VA 22031-1829

Memo From The Chairman

Could Kelo be Good for Liberty?

Steve 
Damerell

A frequently-used analogy about 
the size and scope of govern-
ment revolves around the boiling 

of a frog.  Put the frog into boiling water, 
the story goes, and he’ll jump right out; 
but put the frog in a nice, cool pot and 
heat things up slowly, and he’ll content-
edly sit out his death.  Libertarians have 
always said that this is how big govern-
ment is accepted by the populace – with 
the government slowly chipping away at 
freedoms, not enacting sweeping steps 
toward authoritarianism.

With the Supreme Court’s decision 
in Kelo v. New London, CT, government 
may be boiling the proverbial frog too 
quickly – and voters may be ready to 
jump out of the two-party pot.

No one could 
legitimately contend 
that a decision allow-
ing private-property 
seizures for private use 
is immediately good 
for liberty.  But in the 
long-term, it may be a 
galling enough decision 
to galvanize voters into 
decisive action.  Of all 
the issues that Libertarians discuss, few 
have a more direct connection to most 
voters than the sanctity of their homes.

Historically, third parties have 
achieved lasting success when an issue 
arises that creates major voter anger and 

is addressed by neither major party.  Kelo 
may be just such an issue.  Libertarians 
across the country have already begun to 
seize upon the issue, with Republicans 
and Democrats and their big-developer 
special interests sitting idly by.

If Libertarians can “brand” them-
selves on property protection in this gal-
vanizing time, we can see unprecedented 
success levels.  I’m heartened by efforts 
around Virginia to fi nd that success.  The 
Tidewater Libertarian Party has been 
out in front on eminent domain abuse 
for some time, and groups from there to 
Northern Virginia to the Charlottesville 
area have scored media success in op-
posing the Court decision.

Not only that, but the LPVA will 
be participating in the drafting and ad-
vocacy of legislation to protect private 
property by tightly defi ning “public use” 
of eminent domain.  And the Jefferson 
Area Libertarians have opened Virginia
PropertyRights.org, an online petition to 

our state legislators for 
that same protection.

I spent several 
days in June working 
at the LPVA’s booth 
at the Old Dominion 
Beer Festival, and I’ve 
never seen so many 
average voters coming 
up to agree with us on 
an issue so ringingly.  

This is encouraging not only because 
more voters seem to know where we 
stand, but because they’re agreeing with 
us and seeing no major party speaking 
up for their basic interests.

The Kelo decision certainly poses a 

Visit

Contribute.LPVA.com

... today and support 
the 2005 campaigns!

Send Letters to 
the Editor to:

Communications@LPVA.com

or

Virginia Liberty
PO Box 28263

Richmond VA  23228-0263
FAX: 804-288-1311

National LP Contacts & Resources
Main offi ce:  2600 Virginia Ave NW Suite B-100
   Washington DC 20037
   Voice 202-333-0008 or FAX 202-333-0072
   http://www.LP.org

National LP E-Mail Announcements Mailing List:
 http://www.LP.org/action/email.html

Reviewed by Marc Montoni

Fundraising by LP candidates and their 
opposition.  NOTE: All fi gures numbers 
are current as of June 30, 2005, on the 
Virginia Public Access Project website at 
www.VPAP.org.

------------------------------------------------------------
Party / Candidate  Raised On-Hand
------------------------------------------------------------

House of Delegates District 36
LIB Ferguson, Donny  $6,264 $1,258
DEM Plum, Kenneth R $119,770 $88,058

House of Delegates District 37

LIB McPherson, Scott $2,475 $2,286
DEM Bulova, David  $115,899 $10,694
IND Haugh, Daniel  $0  $0
REP Mason, John  $77,115 $9,841

House of Delegates District 67

LIB Eby, Charles    $5,174 $4,171
DEM Caputo, Chuck  $23,029 $20,152
REP Craddock, Chris  $129,749 $68,732

House of Delegates District 73

LIB Martin, Matthew T $807  $570
REP O’Bannon, John  $113,167 $90,689

Fundraising
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VL Hero Award
We recognize Liz Bowles for her tire-We recognize Liz Bowles for her tire-

less work for liberty since she found the LP a less work for liberty since she found the LP a 
few short years ago.few short years ago.

Bowles says her arrival into Libertarian-Bowles says her arrival into Libertarian-
ism began at an early age.  “I was already ism began at an early age.  “I was already 
there philosophically once I read Virginia there philosophically once I read Virginia 
history in the 4th grade.  My youthful im-history in the 4th grade.  My youthful im-
pressions were reinforced when I became an pressions were reinforced when I became an 
econ major with healthy helpings of govern-econ major with healthy helpings of govern-
ment and history at UVa. in the late 70s), and ment and history at UVa. in the late 70s), and 
fi nally joined the party in 1998,” she said.fi nally joined the party in 1998,” she said.

Bowles found her way to volunteering Bowles found her way to volunteering 
with the LP in May 2003, after she and her with the LP in May 2003, after she and her 
husband Jeff attended a talk by Jim Lark at a husband Jeff attended a talk by Jim Lark at a 
Roanoke Valley LP (“RVLP”) meeting.  Lark Roanoke Valley LP (“RVLP”) meeting.  Lark 
discovered they lived in Botetourt County, discovered they lived in Botetourt County, 
which at the time had no LP affi liate.  Bowles which at the time had no LP affi liate.  Bowles 
and her husband Jeff agreed to start one, and and her husband Jeff agreed to start one, and 
ever since, their Botetourt County LP has ever since, their Botetourt County LP has 
become a model organization for others who become a model organization for others who 
wish to start their own local LP.wish to start their own local LP.

Bowles and her group hold a “Bill of Bowles and her group hold a “Bill of 
Rights Day” observance every year; they Rights Day” observance every year; they 
participate in numerous outreach activities participate in numerous outreach activities 
such as July 4th parades and booths at local such as July 4th parades and booths at local 
events; and extensively support the activities events; and extensively support the activities 
of neighboring local parties such as the RVLP of neighboring local parties such as the RVLP 
and the new Lynchburg Libertarians. and the new Lynchburg Libertarians. 

Bowles has been a major “spark plug” Bowles has been a major “spark plug” 
for Libertarian activity in the entire region.  for Libertarian activity in the entire region.  

Run For Offi ce!

May 2nd, 2006 (Primary if held: March 7):

City Council (34 cities)
City School Boards (18 cities)
Town Council (174 towns)
City or Town Mayor
Town Treasurer
Town Recorder (Clerk)

 November 7, 2006 - General Elections (Primaries June 13)

U. S. Senate (1) (6-year term)
U. S. Representative (11) (2-year term)
County Board (1 county) - Arlington (4-year term)
County School Board  (1 county) - Arlington (4-yr term)
City Council (5 cities)
City School Board (3 cities)
Town Council (10 towns)

If YOU would like to run for offi ce, please 
notify Chairman Damerell:

  Steve Damerell, Chairman
  Libertarian Party of Virginia
  (703) 851-4674
  Chair@LPVA.com
  9411 Lee Hwy Apt 610
  Fairfax VA 22031-1829

By Marc MontoniBy Marc Montoni

TThis is the sixth in a series of articles his is the sixth in a series of articles 
designed to recognize the efforts of designed to recognize the efforts of 
volunteers who are relentless in their volunteers who are relentless in their 

work for liberty. work for liberty. 
The intent is to literally change the The intent is to literally change the 

culture many of our “best and brightest” face culture many of our “best and brightest” face 
within the Party, to one which gives stellar within the Party, to one which gives stellar 
volunteers the praise and appreciation they volunteers the praise and appreciation they 
are due.are due.

This issue, This issue, Virginia LibertyVirginia Liberty’s editorial ’s editorial 
staff hopes all Libertarians will join us in a staff hopes all Libertarians will join us in a 
loud round of applause for:loud round of applause for:

Liz BowlesLiz Bowles

** PAID ADVERTISMENT PAID ADVERTISEMENT **

She has patiently encouraged a very active She has patiently encouraged a very active 
and competent group of young Libertarian and competent group of young Libertarian 
leaders, such as Jonathan McGlumphy and leaders, such as Jonathan McGlumphy and 
others, at Virginia Tech.others, at Virginia Tech.

There is no doubt that Bowles and her There is no doubt that Bowles and her 
fellows have made many in the County much fellows have made many in the County much 
more aware of Libertarian ideas, especially more aware of Libertarian ideas, especially 
with the positive and regular press they have with the positive and regular press they have 
earned.earned.

Perhaps the crowning achievement for Perhaps the crowning achievement for 
Bowles so far lies in the cascading nature Bowles so far lies in the cascading nature 
of what she has done with her group.  For of what she has done with her group.  For 
instance, husband Jeff ran for the Mountain instance, husband Jeff ran for the Mountain 
Castles Soil and Water Conservation District, Castles Soil and Water Conservation District, 
and won -- beating a Republican in the pro-and won -- beating a Republican in the pro-
cess.  Botetourt County LP members helped cess.  Botetourt County LP members helped 
extensively with the effort to elect Jeff.extensively with the effort to elect Jeff.

[Interesting note: [Interesting note: Soil and Water Dis-Soil and Water Dis-
tricts are can often be the most anti-freedom tricts are can often be the most anti-freedom 
bodies in government.  Typically, people who bodies in government.  Typically, people who 
don’t care about property rights are the ones don’t care about property rights are the ones 
who gravitate to S&W boards.  Nevertheless, who gravitate to S&W boards.  Nevertheless, 
even in that environment, Jeff was elected to even in that environment, Jeff was elected to 
the chairmanship of the District!the chairmanship of the District!]]

Bowles and her husband also served Bowles and her husband also served 
as the Badnarik Campaign Coordinators for as the Badnarik Campaign Coordinators for 
Virginia after former Coordinator Steve La-Virginia after former Coordinator Steve La-
bianca left the state.bianca left the state.

From the staff of From the staff of Virginia LibertyVirginia Liberty, con-, con-
gratulations, Liz!gratulations, Liz!

----------------------------------------
September 10 2005

State Committee meeting
Tidewater VA

----------------------------------------
November 8, 2005

Election Day
Remember to VOTE!

----------------------------------------
December 2005

Year in Review 
Celebration (tentative); 
Northern VA

----------------------------------------
Now through April 2006

Congressional District 
conventions

----------------------------------------
April 2006

2006 LPVA Convention
Charlottesville VA

----------------------------------------
June 2006

2006 National Convention
Portland OR

Coming Up

Questions? Call the SBOE at 800 552-9745
Or see them on the web:  www.sbe.state.va.us
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C&E Gun Show July 16-17:
‘How It’s Done’!

July-August Local LP Events

Looks like fun, doesn’t it?
Rest assured, they ARE having a great time 

interacting with the voting public.  Why isn’t your 
local LP featured here?

If there already is one, you can help it make the 
news by becoming active and sending us photos.

If there isn’t one, start your own local LP!  Just call 
Jim Lark, Local Affi liates Chairman, at 434-973-5958 

or email <Affi liates@LPVA.com>, and he will help 
you fi nd everything you need to get started.

Allen Meek and Jeff Bowles distribute literature and collect signatures.

Jim Lark explains the 
VirginiaPropertyRights.org 

petition.

Most people are quite eager to 
sign the petition

Andy Akers totals up a quiz score ... ... and charts it on the “New 
Political Map.”

By Marc Montoni

Last issue this paper introduced our read-
ers to David Casey of Newport News, 
who was running for state House of 

Delegates.  Un-
fortunately, Casey 
encountered a 
number of issues 
that prevented his run this year.  He passes 
along his regrets.

Casey now has a new residence and is 

Watermelon Festival (cont’d)

redoubling his committment to building his 
local Peninsula LP group.

Casey notes the article printed in the 
last issue resulted in a couple of checks 
towards his campaign.  Those checks have 

been destroyed.  
Those wanting 
more information 
about the Pen-

insula Libertarians (or other matters) are 
invited to contact Casey at 757-877-8153 or 
Peninsula@LPVA.com>.

which turned out to be a most welcome ad-
dition to our local toolkit.  We’ll doubtless 
use it again at our Glen Allen Day table,” 
said Harris.

Matthew Morrison says he and his fel-
low volunteers kept focused on signing up 
new inquiries.

“We were handicapped by being 
forced to stay outside of the entrance to the 
festival itself, but still managed to sign up 
several pag-
es of new 
contacts,” he 
said.  Better 
yet, Morri-
son noticed 
many of 
the inquiry signers were people who were 
about the same age as members of his Or-
ganization of Governor School Libertarians 
(OGSL) club.

“Some might say this means they were 
less serious about signing the form -- but 
I think such concerns are outweighed by 
the fact that so many young people were 
genuinely interested in learning more,” 

Morrison said.  
Morrison was proud of the fact that 

his OGSL club delivered all of its offi cers 
except one (Morrison, Daniel Lacker, and 
Ilya Dubovoy), as well as Jonathan Giuffri-
da.  Harris acknowledges the OGSL mem-
bers were great workers.  “They were all 
over, giving people literature and getting 
them to sign up for the email list,” he said.  
In addition, George Marchenko provided 

y e o m a n 
service in 
o b t a i n i n g 
the new 
tent, and 
G e o r g e ’ s 
wife Julie 

and daughter Brittany also stopped by to 
help.

“We really appreciate all who stood 
out in the blazing sun on the street corners 
near our tent handing out literature,” Mor-
rison said.  

Harris agreed.  “Our thanks to all who 
worked the table; and a warm welcome to 
all of our new contacts,” he said.

 Table Staff (from left to right): George Marchenko, Ilya Dubovoy, 
Johanthan Giuffrida, Matt Morrison, Brittany Marchenko, and Julie 

Marchenko.   Photo by Leonard Harris.

Casey Forced to Withdraw 
from HOD Race

For more photos of the festival and the 
Libertarians in action, see:

RichmondLiberty.org/events/photos/20050814

NOTE: All photos in this block are courtesy of Liz Bowles.

Aww, Shucks!



Virginia Liberty     www.LPVA.com  800-619-1776   July/August 2005 Page 5

Now, this youngster is doing some heavy reading...

July-August Local LP Events

By Liz Bowles

Dublin and Blacksburg - August 7 - LP 
members in southwest Virginia have 
been active in outreach despite the 

unseasonably warm weather in late July and 
early August.

Allen and Shawn Meek of Draper, who 
are relatively new members of the Libertar-
ian Party, spearheaded the effort to sponsor 
an Operation Politically Homeless (OPH) 
booth at the New River Valley Fair in Dublin 
from July 25 - July 30. Both of their children, 
Adam and Lauren, assisted them with the 
booth, as did Giles County resident Anne 
Panella and 9th CD Chair Jim Lark.

“One of our goals for 2005 in the 9th 
CD is to build an active local affi liate in the 
New River Valley to complement the fi ne 
work the Libertarians at Virginia Tech are 
doing,” noted Dr. Lark. “The New River 
Libertarians will concentrate on outreach to 
non-students and on running local candidates 
and infl uencing local government decisions. 
I am delighted that the Meeks have taken a 
leadership role in the recruiting effort.”

The following weekend, the New 
River Libertarians, the Libertarian Party of 
Botetourt, the Roanoke Valley Libertarian 
Party, and the Libertarians at Virginia Tech 
joined forces for the second consecutive year 
to sponsor a booth at the “Steppin’ Out” fes-
tival in Blacksburg on Friday and Saturday, 
August 5-6.

 “I was amazed at the number of people 
who scored in the libertarian quadrant this 

Outreach Bears Fruit 
in the New River Valley

Allen and Shawn Meek organized the 
booth at the NRV fair and helped at 

Steppin’ Out

Jacqueline Spangler of Roanoke works her fi rst OPH booth at Steppin’ Out

year,” said Liz Bowles, volunteer coordina-
tor for the booth. “We gave 97 WSP quizzes 
over the two days, and 26 gave us contact 
information and wanted to be invited to our 
future events. A few of them were students, 
but the majority were area residents.”

Bowles said the booth provided an op-
portunity to publicize the upcoming address 
at Virginia Tech by LPVa member Karen 
Kwiatkowski, a retired USAF lieutenant 
colonel who worked at the Pentagon. Ms. 
Kwiatkowski will be speaking on “Our 
Inscrutable Iraq Policy.” The address, to be 
sponsored by the Libertarians at Virginia 
Tech, will take place on Thursday, September 
15, at 7:30 p.m. at the Haymarket Theatre in 
the Squires Student Center.

The event is free and open to the pub-
lic.

You know there’s still some 
hope for this country when two 

young people like these are 
interested enough in politics to 

take the World’s Smallest 
Political Quiz.

Photo by Liz Bowles at the 
“Steppin’ Out” Festival in 

Blacksburg.

NOTE: All photos on this page are courtesy of Liz Bowles.
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By Don Tabor

Why should Libertarians support 
the FairTax? Well, for one thing, 
it might help us turn this country 

away from its socialist path and back into 
the libertarian Republic it was meant to be.  
After all, why shouldn’t Liberty, opportunity 
and prosperity be able to garner more than 
1% of the vote?

The answer is, of course, that the voters 
have been deceived. Our current tax system 
is both a monstrosity of complexity and a 
masterpiece in the art of deception.  People 
should, and would, choose Liberty over big 
government if they knew the true cost of gov-
ernment and on whom that burden falls, but 
the greatest liars ever to walk the Earth have 
had eighty years to craft an illusion that gives 
the appearance of soaking the ‘evil rich’ 
and ‘greedy corporations,’ which it actually 
leaves relatively untouched, while trapping 
the children of the middle class in day care 
centers because an invisible tax burden has 
all but made it impossible to raise a family 
on one income. People want big government 
because they have been duped into believing 
someone else will have to pay for it.

Both the Republican and Democrat par-
ties justify their continued existence to their 
constituencies by manipulating this complex 
illusion, this fraud upon the public, we call 
the Internal Revenue Code. Both parties 
promise their supporters they will either pro-
tect them, or plunder others, through changes 
in that system, but the truth is the burden of 
our tax system, like an iceberg, is eighty per-
cent under the surface.

 Libertarians have long been aware that 
corporations don’t pay taxes, they only pass 
them along to their customers, but the same 
is really true for the self-employed and in 
many ways, for all of us. We trade our labor 
for what we take home, not for what our 
employer forwards to the government in our 
names. What is important is not who writes 
the check, but on whom the burden falls. Few 
people are even aware of the gross amount 
of their pay.  We pass our perceived income 
taxes and FICA taxes along to our employers, 
as a cost of being employed, who then regard 
them as just another cost of doing business, 
like their own corporate and FICA taxes. And 
like every other cost of doing business those 
taxes become a part of the price of whatever 
goods or services we produce. 

The simple truth is that ALL taxes are 
passed along like this, cascading down the 
production process at every step, and eventu-
ally paid by the consumer, as a hidden sales 
tax buried in the cost of those goods and ser-
vices. The average portion of the price of ev-
erything you buy, from a loaf of bread to brain 
surgery, that is really someone else’s Federal 
State or local income, FICA, property or cor-
porate tax is about 42%. The Americans for 
Tax Reform reports, in our own “Libertarian 
Viewpoint” publication, that a Ford Taurus 
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selling for $23,000 could be sold, at the same 
profi t, for $12,650 with the astounding, but 
invisible, $10,350 combined Federal, State 
and local tax components removed.

The Federal share of this hidden tax is, 
on average, 22% of the price of everything 
you buy.  This ‘tax component’ of the price 
of goods and services makes US products un-
competitive in both the world and domestic 
markets and hides the true cost of govern-
ment from the voter.

Imagine the change in the political land-
scape if that truth suddenly became clear to 
every American. Imagine the day when the 
minimum wage worker learns that in addi-
tion to the 7.65% FICA tax taken out of his 
check, there is another 22% of what he has 
left secretly going to the Federal government 
as an invisible tax he has been duped into be-
lieving someone else was paying. High taxes 
will cease being perceived as the “rich man’s 
problem” and will suddenly be everyone’s 
problem.  The FairTax makes this hidden 
sales tax plainly visible. Class warfare is 
DEAD with the FairTax. Why would any-
one be a Democrat except to soak the rich? 
Why would anyone be a Republican except 
to protect themselves from the Democrats? 
The Libertarian Party, advocate of smaller 
government from the beginning, suddenly is 
shown to be the friend of rich and poor alike, 
and enemy only to the professional politician 
and lobbyist. 

Under the FairTax plan, the IRS and 
FICA are gone. You get your whole paycheck 
with no Federal deductions. No more corpo-
rate tax, no Alternative Minimum Tax, no 
death tax, no capital gains tax. There would 
instead be a 23% inclusive (30% exclusive) 
Federal sales tax, collected by the States, on 
retail sales of all new goods and services, 
plainly printed on every register receipt. Ev-
ery family, rich and poor alike, would receive 
a rebate of taxes paid on purchases of the 
bare necessities of life as determined by the 
poverty index. 

This would be, for the time being, 
revenue neutral to the governments, and 
cost neutral to us, since the increases in our 
paychecks and the fall in prices would almost 
exactly cancel out the new sales tax. It would 
have to be that way if you think about it, as all 
we really would be doing, in the short term, 
is to replace the existing hidden sales tax (the 
economy transforms all attempts at taxing in-
come into and invisible tax component) with 
a visible sales tax of the same size. 

So why do it? The answer is CLARITY, 
and that is what changes everything. 

No more could the collectivists pander 
to the voters with promises to tax someone 
else for their goodies. Everyone would 
know exactly what government costs them; 
it would be on every receipt they get for a 
hamburger or a new house. Because of the 
rebate for those taxes paid on spending up 
to the poverty line, the FairTax is somewhat 
progressive instead of truly equal. The truly 

poor, who now only think they pay no taxes, 
actually would pay no taxes. But, every dol-
lar spent above the poverty line would be 
equally and visibly taxed, giving 90% of the 
voters an informed interest in lower taxes. 
For details of workings of the FairTax, see 
the FAQ at www.FairTax.org. 

Any major new spending program 
would have to be accompanied by a raise 
in the sales tax, with no illusion that the cost 
could be shifted to someone else. Every cut 
in the size of government would be visible 
money in the pocket of every American. 
What a context for electing Libertarians! 

Instantly, the political debate is no 
longer about who pays for government, it be-
comes clear we all do, as it always has been 
with the smoke and mirrors stripped away. 
The debate now becomes “What is the proper 
role of government?” And who, other than 
we Libertarians, has that answer? 

But enough of the partisan advantage 
that falls to the Libertarian Party, what of the 
other benefi ts to the country?  

• Businesses and individuals would 
be freed of the crushing cost of 
complying with our Byzantine tax 
code, a cost estimated at nearly half 
a trillion dollars annually (to col-
lect two trillion in revenue, imag-
ine running a business in which 
the billing dept. consumes 20% of 
gross) a total waste of effort that 
benefi ts neither government nor 
the citizen.

• No tax on savings or investment, or 
the income derived from them, so 
savings and capital accumulation 
are encouraged. Trillions of dollars 
in capital currently sheltered in off-
shore accounts could be invested 
instead within the USA with no tax 
consequences. 

• No distortions of the free market 
by preferential tax treatment of 
some business and personal fi nan-
cial choices over others.

• Privacy in our personal and fi -
nancial lives would be restored; 
all IRS records not involved in 
current enforcement cases would 
be destroyed as the FairTax took 
effect. The only tax record of your 
existence would be the names and 
social security numbers of those 
who make up your family, and 
even that could be avoided by sim-
ply not applying for the rebate. 

• The underground economy of 
criminals, illegal aliens, ‘off book’ 
laborers and foreign travelers, all 
of whom currently use govern-

ment services but do not pay their 
share for providing them, would be 
brought into the tax base when they 
make purchases at retail.

• Our products and services would 
no longer be burdened by the em-
bedded tax component in the world 
and domestic markets. On a level 
playing fi eld, US made products 
made by well-trained workers us-
ing the most modern machinery 
and working for well-managed 
companies CAN compete success-
fully with cheaper foreign labor. 
The high productivity that comes 
with easy capital accumulation 
cancels out the difference in stan-
dards of living. Our lost manufac-
turing jobs will come home by the 
millions. 

• Economists estimate an added 
growth in GDP of 9% to 14% 
above the existing rate in the fi rst 
year alone. 

It would be a lot easier to get support for 
the FairTax from Libertarians if it were called 
the ClearTax or the TrueTax, since ‘fairness,’ 
in the political arena, has become a synonym 
for socialism, but this proposed change to the 
US tax system is the direct road to the ascen-
dancy of the Libertarian Party as a national 
political force and the end of demagoguery in 
the political debate. It is a step in the direc-
tion we wish to travel, not a destination. 

The FairTax does not fi x all of our prob-
lems in one fell swoop, but nothing else does 
either. There will still be a lot to do to reform 
government, but clarity in our tax system will 
make those reforms possible. People will 
cheat, politicians will try to fi nd ways to give 
favors, but both will be much harder than in 
the complex and invisible system we have 
now. The FairTax proposal is not perfect, but 
this is no time to let the perfect be the enemy 
of the good.  We would all prefer no taxes 
at all or at least a drastic reduction in size of 
government and the total collected, as a part 
of tax reform, but those choices are not on 
the menu. Wishing for what we cannot get, at 
least for the present, is wasted effort.  

Tax reform WILL be an issue in the next 
Congress.  We will either, in the next two 
years, pass the 135 page FairTax Bill (HR 25) 
or settle for yet another thousand or so pages 
of ‘adjustments’ to the 60,000 page current 
Internal Revenue Code and its supporting 
regulations. There are no other politically 
viable options. 

Choose one or the other. 

------------------------------------------------------
 Wm. Donald Tabor Jr., DDS is the Treasurer 
of the Tidewater Libertarian Party and VA 
Co-Director, Americans for Fair Taxation.
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The FairTax: Fraud?

By Laurence VanceBy Laurence Vance

SSince my recent article on the evils of the ince my recent article on the evils of the 
withholding tax, I have been inundated withholding tax, I have been inundated 
with e-mails by supporters of the “ with e-mails by supporters of the “ 

FairTax,” including a request that I endorse FairTax,” including a request that I endorse 
“The Fair Tax Act of 2005” currently pending “The Fair Tax Act of 2005” currently pending 
in the Congress. But like the calls for “fair in the Congress. But like the calls for “fair 
trade” instead of “free trade,” the FairTax trade” instead of “free trade,” the FairTax 
is a fraud because it is based on the fallacy is a fraud because it is based on the fallacy 
that government theft (taxation) should be that government theft (taxation) should be 
done in a “fair” manner instead of eliminated done in a “fair” manner instead of eliminated 
altogether.altogether.

FairTax proponents are correct in their FairTax proponents are correct in their 
assessment of the Internal Revenue Code:assessment of the Internal Revenue Code:

The current U.S. income tax code is The current U.S. income tax code is 
widely regarded by just about everyone as widely regarded by just about everyone as 
unfair, complex, wasteful, confusing, and unfair, complex, wasteful, confusing, and 
costly. Businesses and other organizations costly. Businesses and other organizations 
spend more than six billion hours each spend more than six billion hours each 
year complying with the federal tax code. year complying with the federal tax code. 
Estimated compliance costs conservatively Estimated compliance costs conservatively 
top $225 billion annually—costs that are top $225 billion annually—costs that are 
ultimately embedded in retail prices paid by ultimately embedded in retail prices paid by 
consumers.consumers.

The Internal Revenue Code cannot sim-The Internal Revenue Code cannot sim-
ply be “fi xed,” which is amply demonstrated ply be “fi xed,” which is amply demonstrated 
by more than 35 years of attempted tax code by more than 35 years of attempted tax code 
reform, each round resulting in yet more reform, each round resulting in yet more 
complexity and unrelenting, page-after-page, complexity and unrelenting, page-after-page, 
mind-numbing verbiage (now exceeding mind-numbing verbiage (now exceeding 
54,000 pages containing more than 2.8 mil-54,000 pages containing more than 2.8 mil-
lion words).lion words).

But could the cure they offer be worse But could the cure they offer be worse 
than the disease?than the disease?

The FairTax is a consumption tax in The FairTax is a consumption tax in 
the form of a national retail sales tax on new the form of a national retail sales tax on new 
goods and services. It is designed to replace goods and services. It is designed to replace 
“federal income taxes including, personal, “federal income taxes including, personal, 
estate, gift, capital gains, alternative mini-estate, gift, capital gains, alternative mini-
mum, Social Security, Medicare, self-em-mum, Social Security, Medicare, self-em-
ployment, and corporate taxes.” The FairTax ployment, and corporate taxes.” The FairTax 
would also abolish the IRS and repeal the would also abolish the IRS and repeal the 
16th Amendment.16th Amendment.

The elimination of the 16th Amend-The elimination of the 16th Amend-
ment, the IRS, and all those taxes sounds like ment, the IRS, and all those taxes sounds like 
a great idea that all free market economists a great idea that all free market economists 
and advocates of liberty could agree with. and advocates of liberty could agree with. 
So if the FairTax is such a great thing, why So if the FairTax is such a great thing, why 
would anyone in their right mind oppose it?would anyone in their right mind oppose it?

That is exactly what I have been hear-That is exactly what I have been hear-
ing:ing:

* “What could you possibly have * “What could you possibly have 
against the FairTax?”against the FairTax?”

* “The FairTax is the only way to * “The FairTax is the only way to 
go.”go.”

* “I fi nd it weird that you would op-* “I fi nd it weird that you would op-
pose the concept of the Fair Tax.”pose the concept of the Fair Tax.”

* “The choice boils down to the * “The choice boils down to the 
Fair Tax (H.R. 25) or the current Fair Tax (H.R. 25) or the current 
‘system.’”‘system.’”

Even Ludwig von Mises, I was told, Even Ludwig von Mises, I was told, 
“would approve the Fair Tax idea, as do doz-“would approve the Fair Tax idea, as do doz-
ens & dozens of rational economists.”ens & dozens of rational economists.”

Various consumption tax proposals Various consumption tax proposals 
were critiqued long ago by Murray Rothbard. were critiqued long ago by Murray Rothbard. 
So rather than just repeat him and apply his So rather than just repeat him and apply his 
logic to the current FairTax scheme, I will logic to the current FairTax scheme, I will 
focus instead on problems with the FairTax focus instead on problems with the FairTax 
proposal itself.proposal itself.

The Fair Tax Act of 2005 is H.R. 25 The Fair Tax Act of 2005 is H.R. 25 
in the House (introduced on January 4) in the House (introduced on January 4) 
and the identical S. 25 in the Senate (intro-and the identical S. 25 in the Senate (intro-
duced on January 24). FairTax proponents duced on January 24). FairTax proponents 
who complain about the complexity of the who complain about the complexity of the 
Internal Revenue Code are going to have a Internal Revenue Code are going to have a 
hard time convincing those of us who have hard time convincing those of us who have 
actually read this bill (it came to 59 pages actually read this bill (it came to 59 pages 

when I printed it out from my computer) that when I printed it out from my computer) that 
it will simplify the tax code when it contains it will simplify the tax code when it contains 
language exactly like that which appears in language exactly like that which appears in 
the tax code:the tax code:

(b) Rebate Defi ned- For purposes of (b) Rebate Defi ned- For purposes of 
subsection (a) (2), the term ‘rebate’ means subsection (a) (2), the term ‘rebate’ means 
so much of an abatement, credit, refund, or so much of an abatement, credit, refund, or 
other payment, as was made on the ground other payment, as was made on the ground 
that the tax imposed by chapter 41, 42, 43, that the tax imposed by chapter 41, 42, 43, 
or 44 was less than the excess of the amount or 44 was less than the excess of the amount 
specifi ed in subsection (a)(1) over the rebates specifi ed in subsection (a)(1) over the rebates 
previously made.’.previously made.’.

Strangely absent from the list of co-Strangely absent from the list of co-
sponsors of H.R. 25 is Congressman Ron sponsors of H.R. 25 is Congressman Ron 
Paul(R-TX). Representative Paul has con-Paul(R-TX). Representative Paul has con-
sistently been named the “taxpayers’ friend.” sistently been named the “taxpayers’ friend.” 
If the FairTax proposal was as friendly to If the FairTax proposal was as friendly to 
taxpayers as its proponents say it is, I would taxpayers as its proponents say it is, I would 
expect Congressman Paul’s name to be fi rst expect Congressman Paul’s name to be fi rst 
on the list of co-sponsors.on the list of co-sponsors.

FairTax advocates claim that their plan FairTax advocates claim that their plan 
would repeal the 16th Amendment. However, would repeal the 16th Amendment. However, 
all H.R. 25 does is repeal Subtitle A of the all H.R. 25 does is repeal Subtitle A of the 
Internal Revenue Code Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 that relates to of 1986 that relates to 
income taxes and self-income taxes and self-
employment taxes and employment taxes and 
Subtitle C that relates Subtitle C that relates 
to payroll taxes and the to payroll taxes and the 
withholding of income withholding of income 
taxes. The only mention taxes. The only mention 
of the 16th Amendment of the 16th Amendment 
in H.R. 25 is when it in H.R. 25 is when it 
says: “Congress further says: “Congress further 
fi nds that the 16th amend-fi nds that the 16th amend-
ment to the United States ment to the United States 
Constitution should be Constitution should be 
repealed.”repealed.”

To repeal the 16th To repeal the 16th 
Amendment would re-Amendment would re-
quire a constitutional quire a constitutional 
amendment. Can Con-amendment. Can Con-
gress be relied on to pass gress be relied on to pass 
a constitutional amend-a constitutional amend-
ment that repeals the 16th ment that repeals the 16th 
amendment after a nation-amendment after a nation-
al sales tax has already al sales tax has already 
been enacted? And even been enacted? And even 
if Congress passed a constitutional amend-if Congress passed a constitutional amend-
ment, it would still have to be approved by ment, it would still have to be approved by 
three-fourths of the states. Without the repeal three-fourths of the states. Without the repeal 
of the 16th Amendment, what is to prevent an of the 16th Amendment, what is to prevent an 
income tax from being imposed again after a income tax from being imposed again after a 
national sales tax has been enacted?national sales tax has been enacted?

Although the FairTax would eliminate Although the FairTax would eliminate 
the fi ling of all individual tax returns, the the fi ling of all individual tax returns, the 
FairTax turns every business into a tax col-FairTax turns every business into a tax col-
lector. Every small service business and ev-lector. Every small service business and ev-
ery Internet business that does not currently ery Internet business that does not currently 
collect state sales taxes will have to collect collect state sales taxes will have to collect 
taxes for the federal government. Every taxes for the federal government. Every 
doctor will now have to charge sales tax on doctor will now have to charge sales tax on 
his services. Where will this end? Will the his services. Where will this end? Will the 
neighborhood boy who mows lawns have neighborhood boy who mows lawns have 
to begin collecting federal sales tax on each to begin collecting federal sales tax on each 
lawn mowed? Will the neighborhood girl lawn mowed? Will the neighborhood girl 
who baby sits have to do likewise?who baby sits have to do likewise?

The national retail sales tax rate under The national retail sales tax rate under 
the FairTax plan is 23 percent. That is on top the FairTax plan is 23 percent. That is on top 
of state sales taxes that are currently collected of state sales taxes that are currently collected 
by forty-fi ve states. That is on top of the sales by forty-fi ve states. That is on top of the sales 
tax that many cities and counties also collect. tax that many cities and counties also collect. 
That is on top of the special taxes that exist That is on top of the special taxes that exist 
on hotel rooms in most areas of the country. I on hotel rooms in most areas of the country. I 
suppose that a national retail sales tax would suppose that a national retail sales tax would 
also apply to gasoline. There is no mention also apply to gasoline. There is no mention 
of the federal gas tax anywhere in the Fair of the federal gas tax anywhere in the Fair 
Tax Act of 2005. No list of taxes that are Tax Act of 2005. No list of taxes that are 
supposed to be eliminated under the FairTax supposed to be eliminated under the FairTax 
includes the federal gas tax. Does this mean includes the federal gas tax. Does this mean 
that there will be an additional 23 percent tax that there will be an additional 23 percent tax 
on each gallon of gasoline?on each gallon of gasoline?

The FairTax will make it easier for The FairTax will make it easier for 

Congress to raise taxes. The initial rate of Congress to raise taxes. The initial rate of 
23 percent is supposed to begin in 2007. For 23 percent is supposed to begin in 2007. For 
years after 2007, “the rate of tax is the com-years after 2007, “the rate of tax is the com-
bined Federal tax rate percentage.” This com-bined Federal tax rate percentage.” This com-
bined percentage is the total of three things: bined percentage is the total of three things: 
the general revenue rate (stated to be 14.91 the general revenue rate (stated to be 14.91 
percent); the old-age, survivors and disability percent); the old-age, survivors and disability 
insurance rate; and the hospital insurance insurance rate; and the hospital insurance 
rate. This is all but saying that the rate will be rate. This is all but saying that the rate will be 
adjusted every year. And it will be very easy adjusted every year. And it will be very easy 
for Congress to do so. To raise several billion for Congress to do so. To raise several billion 
dollars of additional revenue, all that will be dollars of additional revenue, all that will be 
necessary is for Congress to raise the tax rate necessary is for Congress to raise the tax rate 
by one percentage point by small adjustments by one percentage point by small adjustments 
in one or more of the three items that make up in one or more of the three items that make up 
the combined percentage rate. It will be sold the combined percentage rate. It will be sold 
to the American people as “a penny for prog-to the American people as “a penny for prog-
ress,” or some other deceitful scheme.ress,” or some other deceitful scheme.

Under the FairTax system, there are no Under the FairTax system, there are no 
longer any Social Security and Medicare tax-longer any Social Security and Medicare tax-
es. However, this does not mean that Social es. However, this does not mean that Social 
Security and Medicare will be eliminated. Security and Medicare will be eliminated. 
The inclusion in the combined percentage of The inclusion in the combined percentage of 

the old-age, survivors and the old-age, survivors and 
disability insurance and disability insurance and 
the hospital insurance the hospital insurance 
rates means that the Ponzi rates means that the Ponzi 
scheme known as Social scheme known as Social 
Security will continue Security will continue 
as is—only the way it is as is—only the way it is 
funded will change.funded will change.

The “underground The “underground 
economy” that income economy” that income 
tax advocates complain tax advocates complain 
about will certainly about will certainly 
increase under the Fair-increase under the Fair-
Tax system. Even if the Tax system. Even if the 
highly dubious claim that highly dubious claim that 
there will be an “average there will be an “average 
producer price reduction producer price reduction 
of 22 percent for goods of 22 percent for goods 
and services in just the and services in just the 
fi rst year after the adop-fi rst year after the adop-
tion of the FairTax” is tion of the FairTax” is 
true, not having to pay a true, not having to pay a 
23 percent tax on an item 23 percent tax on an item 
is a tremendous incentive is a tremendous incentive 
to make a purchase in the to make a purchase in the 

“underground economy.”“underground economy.”
The claim that the IRS will be elimi-The claim that the IRS will be elimi-

nated under the FairTax is bogus. Although nated under the FairTax is bogus. Although 
the national sales tax will be collected by the the national sales tax will be collected by the 
states from retailers, it is still a national sales states from retailers, it is still a national sales 
tax, and as such, its collection will have to be tax, and as such, its collection will have to be 
overseen by some agency of the federal gov-overseen by some agency of the federal gov-
ernment. Just because the bureaucracy will ernment. Just because the bureaucracy will 
no longer be called the IRS doesn’t mean that no longer be called the IRS doesn’t mean that 
it will be eliminated. According to The Fair it will be eliminated. According to The Fair 
Tax Act of 2005:Tax Act of 2005:

There shall be in the Department of the There shall be in the Department of the 
Treasury a Sales Tax Bureau to administer Treasury a Sales Tax Bureau to administer 
the national sales tax in those States where the national sales tax in those States where 
it is required pursuant to section 404, and to it is required pursuant to section 404, and to 
discharge other Federal duties and powers discharge other Federal duties and powers 
relating to the national sales tax (including relating to the national sales tax (including 
those required by sections 402, 403, and those required by sections 402, 403, and 
405). The Offi ce of Revenue Allocation shall 405). The Offi ce of Revenue Allocation shall 
be within the Sales Tax Bureau.be within the Sales Tax Bureau.

Title II, chapter six, section 603 of The Title II, chapter six, section 603 of The 
Fair Tax Act sets up the Problem Resolution Fair Tax Act sets up the Problem Resolution 
Offi ce and authorizes “problem resolution Offi ce and authorizes “problem resolution 
offi cers.” There will still be tax courts ac-offi cers.” There will still be tax courts ac-
cording to title II, chapter six, section 602 cording to title II, chapter six, section 602 
and chapter nine, section 7451. Changing and chapter nine, section 7451. Changing 
the phrase “Internal Revenue Service” to the phrase “Internal Revenue Service” to 
“Department of the Treasury” and “Commis-“Department of the Treasury” and “Commis-
sioner of Internal Revenue” to “Secretary” sioner of Internal Revenue” to “Secretary” 
doesn’t eliminate the federal bureaucracy.doesn’t eliminate the federal bureaucracy.

With the FairTax, the federal govern-With the FairTax, the federal govern-
ment will also be a tax collector in a new ment will also be a tax collector in a new 
way: at the post offi ce. There is no exemp-way: at the post offi ce. There is no exemp-
tion of postal goods and services mentioned tion of postal goods and services mentioned 
anywhere in the Fair Tax Act of 2005. I sup-anywhere in the Fair Tax Act of 2005. I sup-

pose this means that stamps, P.O. Box rental pose this means that stamps, P.O. Box rental 
services, and package mailing services will services, and package mailing services will 
be subject to the new 23 percent tax.be subject to the new 23 percent tax.

The FairTax is progressive. What could The FairTax is progressive. What could 
possibly be fair about a progressive tax where possibly be fair about a progressive tax where 
some people have to pay a higher percentage some people have to pay a higher percentage 
than others merely because they are deemed than others merely because they are deemed 
to be “rich”? How is the FairTax progressive? to be “rich”? How is the FairTax progressive? 
I thought it was a fl at 23 percent on all new I thought it was a fl at 23 percent on all new 
goods and services? It is and it isn’t. Under goods and services? It is and it isn’t. Under 
the FairTax plan, everyone pays the 23 per-the FairTax plan, everyone pays the 23 per-
cent tax on everything, but “every household cent tax on everything, but “every household 
receives a rebate that is equal to the FairTax receives a rebate that is equal to the FairTax 
paid on essential goods and services.” The paid on essential goods and services.” The 
rebate is given out each month, and is based rebate is given out each month, and is based 
on family size and the poverty level. But like on family size and the poverty level. But like 
the current tax code, the FairTax can also the current tax code, the FairTax can also 
function as a tool for income redistribution function as a tool for income redistribution 
because “the poor [will] actually pay less because “the poor [will] actually pay less 
than zero-percent retail sales tax on their than zero-percent retail sales tax on their 
spending. Much like with the earned income spending. Much like with the earned income 
tax credit of today, the rebate may give them tax credit of today, the rebate may give them 
more money than they actually spend on more money than they actually spend on 
retail taxes.”retail taxes.”

The real problem with the FairTax The real problem with the FairTax 
is threefold. In “ An Open Letter to the is threefold. In “ An Open Letter to the 
President, the Congress, and the American President, the Congress, and the American 
People Concerning Reform of the Federal People Concerning Reform of the Federal 
Tax Code,” which is posted on the FairTax Tax Code,” which is posted on the FairTax 
website along with the endorsement of website along with the endorsement of 
seventy-fi ve “professional and university seventy-fi ve “professional and university 
economists,” we can see the trouble with the economists,” we can see the trouble with the 
FairTax immediately:FairTax immediately:

We are not calling for elimination of We are not calling for elimination of 
federal taxation, which would be irrespon-federal taxation, which would be irrespon-
sible and undesirable. Nor does our endorse-sible and undesirable. Nor does our endorse-
ment call for reduced federal spending. The ment call for reduced federal spending. The 
tax reform plan we endorse is revenue neu-tax reform plan we endorse is revenue neu-
tral, collecting as much federal tax revenue tral, collecting as much federal tax revenue 
as the current income tax code, including as the current income tax code, including 
payroll withholding taxes.payroll withholding taxes.

There is only one word to describe the There is only one word to describe the 
fact that the federal government now spends fact that the federal government now spends 
almost $3 trillion a year: obscene. At least almost $3 trillion a year: obscene. At least 
90 percent of what the federal government 90 percent of what the federal government 
spends is unconstitutional, wasteful, or spends is unconstitutional, wasteful, or 
against the limited-government principles against the limited-government principles 
of the Founders. The only thing the FairTax of the Founders. The only thing the FairTax 
does is change the way the state confi scates does is change the way the state confi scates 
the wealth of its citizens. As Congressman the wealth of its citizens. As Congressman 
Ron Paul says: “The real issue is total spend-Ron Paul says: “The real issue is total spend-
ing by government, not tax reform.”ing by government, not tax reform.”

Because the FairTax is a consumption Because the FairTax is a consumption 
tax, Murray Rothbard’s conclusion about tax, Murray Rothbard’s conclusion about 
consumption taxes is apropos:consumption taxes is apropos:

The consumption tax, on the other The consumption tax, on the other 
hand, can only be regarded as a payment for hand, can only be regarded as a payment for 
permission-to-live. It implies that a man will permission-to-live. It implies that a man will 
not be allowed to advance or even sustain not be allowed to advance or even sustain 
his own life, unless he pays, off the top, a his own life, unless he pays, off the top, a 
fee to the State for permission to do so. fee to the State for permission to do so. 
The consumption tax does not strike me, in The consumption tax does not strike me, in 
its philosophical implications, as one whit its philosophical implications, as one whit 
more noble, or less presumptuous, than the more noble, or less presumptuous, than the 
income tax.income tax.

The FairTax does nothing to tame the The FairTax does nothing to tame the 
federal leviathan. The solution is nothing federal leviathan. The solution is nothing 
less than a drastic reduction or wholesale less than a drastic reduction or wholesale 
elimination of its revenue source. What is fair elimination of its revenue source. What is fair 
about allowing the government to confi scate about allowing the government to confi scate 
23 percent of the value of every new good 23 percent of the value of every new good 
and service? FairTax proponents may call it and service? FairTax proponents may call it 
necessary legislation, but I call it highway necessary legislation, but I call it highway 
robbery.robbery.

————————————————
Laurence M. Vance is a freelance writer Laurence M. Vance is a freelance writer 
and an adjunct instructor in accounting and an adjunct instructor in accounting 
and economics at Pensacola Junior Col-and economics at Pensacola Junior Col-
lege in Pensacola, FL. See his Mises.org lege in Pensacola, FL. See his Mises.org 
archive.  Comments?  Write the author via archive.  Comments?  Write the author via 
<Vancepub@juno.com>.  Reprinted with <Vancepub@juno.com>.  Reprinted with 
permission.permission.
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  Clip & Mail   Clip & Mail

Support the LPVA!
 YES!  I want to help our Libertarian candidates running in 2005.

Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________

City/St/Zip _____________________________________________

Donation Amount Enclosed: $ ________________________

Occupation* ____________________________________________

Employer Name* ________________________________________

Employer Address* ______________________________________

* NOTE: Under Virginia and federal law, the Libertarian Party of 
Virginia is required to acquire this information and to report your 
response.

Please make all donations (whether intended for general LPVA expenses 
or the 2005 campaigns) payable to “Libertarian Party of Virginia” and 

send to:
Libertarian Party of VirginiaLibertarian Party of Virginia

4201 Wilson Blvd  Ste 110-1644201 Wilson Blvd  Ste 110-164
Arlington, VA 22203-1859Arlington, VA 22203-1859

NOTE:  The LPVA will apply towards an LPNews subscription the fi rst $25 of all donations from 
individuals who are not currently subscribers or members.  

 GOVERNMENT MANDATED NOTICES: The State Board of Elections and the FEC requires 
that we inform you that this is paid for and authorized by the Libertarian Party of Virginia, 

Kevin McKenna, Treasurer. The IRS requires that we inform all donors that their contributions 
are not tax deductible.

How to get a 
leg up on the 
competition: 
Start Early!

Let’s make the time count -- invest now.
Help our 2005 candidates be as successful as 
possible by giving them the resources they 

need. 
Donations are not limited in Virginia 

(although committees are required to be 
“transparent” to public fi nancial inspection). 

Please -- consider making a major investment 
in liberty this year.

Donate today!

Less is More:
More Light, Free Watts

Deep in the bowels of the multi-billion 
dollar Energy Department federal bu-
reaucrats are hard at work not coming 

up with this innovation.
But we needn’t worry too much about 

what Energy Department bureaucrats do or 
don’t do, because there are plenty of people 
with vision and drive who are doing great 
things.

A company called Sunlight Direct has 
developed a system for bringing the light of 
the sun directly into your home. The system 
uses a tracking mirror on your roof (powered 
by a simple solar cell), and fi ber optics to 
transmit sunlight into your home – straight to 
the points where you need it. It will also fi lter 
out harmful ultraviolet radiation. This means 
that your daytime lighting bills, and the coal 
and gas needed to produce the electricity, 
could soon be a thing of the past.

Better yet, while your electrical needs 
will plummet, your personal energy could 
soar as you are exposed to full-spectrum light 
on a more regular basis.

But what about nighttime and cloudy 
day lighting? Work on improving the qual-
ity and effi ciency of supplemental electrical 
lighting is also progressing rapidly, espe-
cially in the area of LED hybrid lights. You 

In Spite of Government
By Perry Willis -- Downsize DC Foundation

The Downsize DC Foundation is a 
non-partisan, non-profi t educational 
foundation. It does not participate in 
political campaigns, and does not sup-
port, endorse, or oppose candidates for 
public offi ce (nor do we want to do so). 
Contributions to the Foundation are 

tax-deductible if you itemize.

Downsize DC Foundation
6718 Lenclair Street
Alexandria, VA 22306
DownsizeDC.org or DownsizeDC.com

can learn a lot more about this entire subject 
by visiting the company web site:

 Sunlight-Direct.com

But before you do, ask yourself this 
question:

Can you think of a single en-
ergy-saving or energy-producing 
innovation that has come out of 

the Department of Energy?

Neither can we.

Private Innovation vs. 
government: Race over!

The federal government is spending a 
lot of your hard-earned tax dollars to 
create a system to track cows for mad 

cow disease. It’s going to take them another 
three years to have the system in place. They 
claim. But I would bet on longer and more 
money.

Meanwhile, a system created by the 
cattle industry may be operational as soon as 
January.  Read more about it at:

BeefUSA.org

How did they do it? They had an 
incentive to do it – their interest in having 
people eat meat. By comparison, the 
incentive for government is different. It 
can more easily justify taking and spending 
more of your money when it fails, than when 
it succeeds. A problem solved is a problem 
that doesn’t need increased funding.

Now just imagine how safe and speedy 
security for air travel would be if we fi nally, 
at long last, took it out of the hands of 
government, and left the responsibility to the 
airlines whose reputations and fortunes are 
at stake. Downsizing DC means increasing 
Human Progress.



Virginia Liberty     www.LPVA.com  800-619-1776   July/August 2005 Page 9

• Received a Report from the chairman, 
outlining his priority activities.

• Discussed Dr. Lark’s continuing inves-
tigation of Directors’ and Offi cers’ (“D&O”) 
Insurance.  Lark has begun approaching 
companies to see who is willing to write a 
policy; also have to wait for incorporation.

• Reviewed reports (see the offi cial Min-
utes packet).  Heard oral addenda to previ-
ously submitted reports.

• Considered a motion to establish for-
mal guidelines for certifying candidates as 
Libertarians, as well as for sending candi-
dates money from the LPVA Treasury.  The 
motion was rejected on a roll-call vote, as 
follows: AYES - Montoni, Cantrell, Curtis, 
and Bowles.  NAYS - McKenna, Mullin, 
Blanton, Whelden, Volpe, and Eby.  AB-
STAIN - LBowles, Lark.  The chairman cast 
no vote.

• Approved a motion to incorporate the 
LPVA.

• Approved a motion to eliminate sur-
plus from candidate fundraising

• Approved to authorize the chairman 
to disburse candidate fundraising revenue 
to candidates without further action by the 
SCC.

• Approved a motion directing the Leg-
islative Committee to “prepare draft legisla-
tion regarding eminent domain, restricting it 
to actual public uses.  The proposed language 
of the legislation will be presented at the next 
SCC meeting or via e-vote.”

• Discussed a possible State Fair booth 
project; there was interest in the project but 
it needs a leader.

• Discussed a Tidewater LP effort to ap-
proach offi ceholder Thelma Drake regarding 
her bill to defi ne public use with regard to 
eminent domain.

• Discussed upcoming 2006 elections: 
Town & Cities, U.S. Congress, Senator 

Summarized by Marc Montoni

The State Central Committee is the 
policy making body of the LPVA.

The most recent regular meeting of the 
State Committee was held on Satur-
day, June 25, 2005, at the Centreville 

Regional Library, Centreville, VA.  The 
meeting was called to order by chairman 
Steve Damerell at 1:04 PM.  Other LPVA 
offi cers in attendance or represented by a 
designee included: Liz Bowles (designee for 
Vice Chair), Treasurer K McKenna, and M 
Montoni, designee for the Secretary.

Under LPVA rules, Libertarian Party 
Congressional District Committee Chairs are 
entitled to a voting seat at SCC meetings; or 
he can delegate the SCC duty to any other 
LP member.  District Representatives in at-
tendance included: K Mullin (CD1 chair); T 
Cantrell (CD2 chair); T Blanton (CD3 chair); 
J Curtis (CD5 chair); J Bowles (CD6 chair); 
S Whelden (proxy for CD7 Chair); M Volpe 
(proxy for CD8 chair); J Lark (CD9 chair); C 
Eby (CD10 chair).

Voting seats not represented via proxy 
included S Merrill (4th CD Chair) and 11th 
CD (position vacant).

Other LPVA members in attendance 
included D Ferguson (LPVA Financial 
Development Committee Chair); M Zacek 
(Fairfax LP Communications Chair); T Tor-
res (Fairfax County LP Chair); W Theissen 
(Fauquier County volunteer; G Allen (Fairfax 
County Media Mgr).

The following is a list of actions taken at 
the meeting.

• Approved the Draft Minutes from the 
April 23 2005 meeting.  [Editor’s Note: Offi -
cial Minutes are available by download from 
the LPVA web site or by requesting a printout 
from the Secretary.]

June 25 State Committee
Allen’s seat in the U.S. Senate.  

• Discussed Tidewater LP initiative to 
recruit candidates for city council and push 
to organize & train precinct committees.

• Approved the next SCC meeting date 
& place for September 10 (backup date of 
Sept 24); in Tidewater – and delegating the 
responsibility for setting the exact location 
details to Cantrell.

• Adjourned at 2:17 p.m., which of-
fi cially beats the short-meeting record set at 
the January meeting this year.

The Treasurer reported that as of May 31, 
2005, the LPVA’s checking account held a 
balance of $37,280.98.  This amount includ-
ed balances in several funds, as follows: 

BAC    3,189.96
Business Services 2,792.55
Chair Discretionary 500.00
Communications  771.06
Copier Fund   288.12
Financial Dev.  1,776.14
General Fund  8,520.20
Local Affi liates  7,617.46
Memb. Development 5,946.94
Political Development 2,542.40
Special Operations 1,506.30
Convention 0
Targeted Contr - Holding 153.00
Virginia Liberty 1,964.97

For the complete Treasurer’s Report fi led 
with the SCC, see the LPVA web site 
or request the Offi cial Minutes from the 
Secretary.

LPVA FINANCIAL CONDITION 

National Committee - August 6 & 7
By Marc Montoni

LPVA members may not be aware that 
there are several levels of the Libertar-
ian Party at which various decisions 

are made.  
 Virginia is part of the national LP’s 
“Region 5E”.  This region consists of Dela-
ware, the District of Columbia, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia.; 
the region is represented by Jim Lark of Free 
Union and Pulaski.
 Enjoy!

Discussed ongoing revisions to the job de-
scription for the National Director.

Discussed the ongoing search for a new Na-
tional Director.

Rescinded a June Executive Committee 
order directing all staff members to drop 
everything and fi x various database issues 
that were still plaguing the LP offi ce; and 
acknowledged that the offi ce had reached 
substantial compliance with this directive.

Approved revisions to the Bylaws Commit-
tee.  The revised composition of the Bylaws 
Committee is: Geoff Neale (Chair); Bill Hall; 
Dan Karlan; Sean Haugh; Rick McGinnis; 
Deryl Martin; Richard Moroney; Tim Hagan; 
Carl Milsted; and Fred Collins.  Primary 
Alternate is now Christy Ann Welty; while 
Phillip Schmitt, Donny Ferguson, Tony Wall 
as the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th alternates.

Repealed the Unifi ed Membership Program 
agreements with states on a roll call vote: 
IN FAVOR (10): Sullentrup, Nelson, Ruth-
erford, Ryan, Hoch, Colley, Squyres, Mc-
Ginnis, Bruedigam, Ryan.  OPPOSED (5): 
Starr, Redpath, Southerland, Lark, Wrights.  
Abstaining (1): Carling.

Approved dues of $0 and remove LPN 
from current members and contributors on 
a roll call vote: IN FAVOR (8): Sullentrup, 
Nelson, Ryan, Hoch, Colley, Squyres, Brue-
digam, Ryan.  OPPOSED (7): Starr, Carling, 
Redpath, Southerland, Lark, McGinnis, 
Wrights.  NOT VOTING: (1): Rutherford.

Approved requirement that the LNC/LPHQ 
provide states with technical assistance and 
training; passed on a roll call vote.  IN FA-
VOR (14): Sullentrup, Nelson, Rutherford, 
Ryan, Hoch, Redpath, Southerland, Lark, 
Colley, Squyres, McGinnis, Bruedigam, 
Ryan, Wrights.  OPPOSED (0).  ABSTAIN-
ING: (2): Starr, Carling.

Approved a new affi liate agreement on a roll 
call vote.  IN FAVOR (11): Sullentrup, Nel-
son, Rutherford, Ryan, Hoch, Redpath, Col-
ley, Squyres, McGinnis, Bruedigam, Ryan.  
OPPOSED (4): Starr, Carling, Southerland, 
Wrights.  ABSTAINING: Lark.

Approved creation of an ”Advertising & 
Publication Review Committee”; appointed 
Nelson, Lark and Wrights (chair) to the com-
mittee.

Approved an automatic procedure for ap-
proving Execomm minutes.

Prohibited the acceptance of direct or indi-
rect revenue from LP state affi liates which 
are not FEC Committees.

Directed staff to present a plan by September 
19, 2005 to outsource material sales and LP 
News production and publication.

Directed staff to include explanations about 
the new dues structure with renewal notices.

Created a Finance Committee to raise money 
for the Party, and assigned Mark Rutherford 
its chair.

Requested that the Bylaws Committee re-
move the language regarding Party Program.

Offi cially thanked Joe Seehusen for his 
work as National Director.

Selected the dates and sites of upcoming 
LNC meetings as follows: 2005-Q4 No-
vember 12-13, Baltimore (Embassy Suites 
airport); 2006-Q1 March, 10-11, 2006, 
Florida; and 2006-Q2 in conjunction with 
the national convention on June 30, 2006, in 
Portland, OR.

Have a concern about actions taken by the 
LNC?  To the right is contact information for 
the entire LNC.  Get involved!  This is your 
Party!

Chair@LPVA.com
Steve Damerell
9411 Lee Hwy 
Fairfax 22031
703-851-4674

Secretary@LPVA.com
Charlotte Patrick
4676 Alum Springs Rd
Edinburg 22824
540-856-8320

Treasurer@LPVA.com
Kevin McKenna
2576 Nicky Ln
Alexandria 22311
703-931-3922

ViceChair@LPVA.com
Leonard Harris
9911 Longdale Ave
Glen Allen 23060
804-266-6572

01CD@LPVA.com
Kathleen Mullin
2426 Kilpatrick Pl
Dumfries 22026
703-221-9875

02CD@LPVA.com
Tom Cantrell
4520 Good Adams Ln
Virginia Beach 23455
757-460-4017

03CD@LPVA.com
Tom Blanton
824 W 29th St
Richmond 23225
804-230-9175

04CD@LPVA.com
Stephen Merrill
18052 Foxfi re Trl
Windsor 23487

05CD@LPVA.com
James Curtis
703 Hinton Ave 
Charlottesville 22902
434-295-4414

06CD@LPVA.com
Jeff Bowles
PO Box 121 
Fincastle 24090
540-473-2030

07CD@LPVA.com
George Marchenko
10828 Old Prescott Rd
Richmond 23233
804-421-9136

08CD@LPVA.com
(vacant)

09CD@LPVA.com
James Lark
PO Box 274 
Free Union 22940
434-973-5958

10CD@LPVA.com
Charles Eby
4572 Fair Valley Dr
Fairfax 22033
703-855-8767

11CD@LPVA.com
(vacant)

To email the entire SCC, 
use this address: 

SCC-ALL@LPVA.com

LPVA State Central Committee:
Offi cers and CD Chairs

Voting Members of the Libertarian 
National Committee

Chair - Michael Dixon
Chair@LP.org
Charlotte, NC
(202) 333-0008 x227

Vice Chair - R. Lee Wrights
Carolinnus@aol.com
133 Flintfi eld Drive
Winston-Salem, NC 27103-5398
(336) 794-1474

Secretary - Bob Sullentrup
rwsully@charter.net
140 Hunters Ridge
St. Charles, MO 63301-
0427
(636) 946-3227

Treasurer - Mark Nelson
Treasurer@LP.org
3434 Forest Road
Davenport, IA 52807
(563) 340-6151

At-Large Reps:

Bette Rose Ryan
BetteRose@aol.com
4404 S Arden Ave
Sioux Falls, SD 57103
(605) 336-2985

William Redpath
wredpath@his.com
827 Anthony Ct SE
Leesburg, VA 20175
(703) 779-4694

Michael C. Colley
narwhal3@mchsi.com
444 Magnolia Dr
Gulf Shores, AL 36542

Rick McGinnis
rmcginnis@austin.rr.com
5114 Balcones Woods, Suite 307
Austin, TX 78778759
(512) 413-5928

Mark W. Rutherford
RUTHERFORDLAW@prodigy.net
156 E. Market St. Suite 600
Indianapolis, IN 46204-3227
(317) 257-1912
(317) 637-6071 (work)

Regional Rep 1-East - Dan Karlan
dankarlan@earthlink.net
97 Manhattan Ave
Waldwick, NJ 07463-2228
201-444-2846
 
Regional Rep 1 West - Ed Hoch
edsway@sprynet.com
212 Henderson Rd
Fairbanks, AK 99709
907-479-4593
 
Regional Rep 2 - M Carling
m@idiom.com
PO Box 368
Palo Alto, CA 94302-0368
650-331-1178
 
Regional Rep 2 - Aaron Starr
starrcpa@pacbell.net
1743 Cochran St, Apt F
Simi Valley, CA 93065
805-404-8693
 
Regional Rep 3 - Dena Bruedigam
Bruedigam@columbus.rr.com
388 Whittier St.
Columbus, OH 43206
614-323-3892

Regional Rep 4 - Michael Gilson
GilsonDeLemos@msn.com
211 Pasadena Ave N, #311
St. Petersburg, FL 33710-8340
727-347-2879

Regional Rep 5 East - Jim Lark
jwlark@dellmail.com
PO Box 274
Free Union, VA 22940
434-973-5958
 
Regional Rep 5 West
Jeremy Keil
JeremyKeil02@earthlink.net
5482 S. Westridge Dr.
New Berlin, WI 53151
262-901-0285
 
Regional Rep 6 - George Squyres
gsquyres@earthlink.net
PO Box 30697
Flagstaff, AZ 86003-0697

To em
ail the entire National Com

m
ittee, use this address: 

LNC-ALL@
LPVA.com
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Richmond & Vicinity
METRO RICHMOND:  “Patrick Henry 
Supper Club”, 1st Tuesdays, 6:00 p.m. for 
group dinner, 7:00 p.m. for the meeting.  
Sponsored by the Richmond Metro Lib-
ertarians.  China Buffet 7586 W. Broad 
St. Richmond, VA 23294 (in Merchants 
Walk Shopping Center).  Leonard Harris, 
<RichmondMetro@LPVA.com>.

METRO RICHMOND:  Weekly Social 
Hour, every Friday at the Commercial 
Taphouse, 111 N. Robinson St, Rich-
mond.  6:00 - 7:00.  Sponsored by the 
Richmond Metro Libertarians.  Leonard 
Harris, <RichmondMetro@LPVA.com>.

HENRICO COUNTY: BiWeekly 
meeting at Fuddrucker’s, 8205 W Broad 
St in western Henrico, at intersection 
of Broad and Parham.  Dinner at 6:00, 
then the group travels to the 
Henrico Government Center 
to attend the County Board of 
Supervisors meetings.  Meet-
ing info, LP-Henrico and 
BOS agendas, and maps to 
the restaurant are all found 
on  RichmondLiberty.org. 
George Marchenko, 
<Henrico@LPVA.com>, or 
804-421-9136.

RICHMOND:  City of Richmond LP.  
Meeting time & location varies.  Greg 
Kontos, <RichmondLP@LPVA.com>, or 
804-355-1637.

Roanoke Area
BOTETOURT COUNTY: Botetourt 
County Libertarians.  Monthly meetings, 
3rd Thursdays, Sept through May (no 
summer meetings), 6:30 p.m., Fincastle 
Library, 11 Academy St., Fincastle.  Liz 
Bowles, <Botetourt@LPVA.com>.

CRAIG COUNTY:  Libertar-
ian Party of Craig County.  Doug Lucas, 
<CraigCounty@LPVA.com>

FRANKLIN COUNTY: Franklin 
County Libertarians.  Charles Pasley,  
<FranklinCounty@LPVA.com>, or 540-
721-2012

MARTINSVILLE:  Martinsville Libertarians.    
Robert Haley, <Martinsville@LPVA.com> or 
276-629-1804.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY: New 
River Libertarians.  For residents 
of Montgomery, Giles, Pulaski, and 
Floyd counties.  Reorganizing.  Please 
contact Jonathan McGlumphy, , 
<NewRiver@LPVA.com>, or 540-231-
3708.

ROANOKE COUNTY:   Roanoke Valley 
Libertarian Party.  For members residing 
in Roanoke, Salem, and Roanoke County.  
Monthly meeting, 1st Mondays. 6:30 
p.m., Roanoke County Public Library, 
Hollins branch, 6624 Peters Creek Rd.  
Directions: 540-561-8024.  Charles and 
Angell Pasley, <Roanoke@LPVA.com>, 
or 540-767-1776.

COLLEGE:  VWCC: Libertarians of 
Virginia Western Community College:
<VirginiaWestern@LPVA.com>

COLLEGE:  VT: Libertarians at Vir-
ginia Tech.  Jonathan McGlumphy, 
<VT@LPVA.com>., or 540-231-3708.

Tidewater Area
ACCOMACK COUNTY:  Accomack 
County Libertarians.  Bob Hutchinson 
<Accomack@LPVA.com>.

GLOUCESTER & 
MATHEWS COUN-
TIES:  Local LP Now 
forming.  Kevin Arden, 
<Gloucester@LPVA.com>.

NEWPORT NEWS:  Penin-
sula Libertarians.  David Casey,  
<Peninsula@LPVA.com> or 

757-877-1122.

NORFOLK:  Tidewater Libertarian 
Party.  2nd Monthly meeting, every third 
Saturday, 8:30 a.m. for breakfast, 9 a.m. 
for the meeting.  Picadilly Cafeteria in 
Norfolk by the Military Circle Mall.  See 
the TLP web site TidewaterLP.com.  Tom 
Cantrell , <Tidewater@LPVA.com>, or 
757-460-4017.

SUFFOLK:  City Of Suffolk 
Libertarians.  Ken Taylor,  
<Suffolk@LPVA.com>, or 
757-923-1285.

VIRGINIA BEACH:  Tide-
water Libertarian Party.  1st 
Monthly meeting -- every 
fi rst Saturday, 8:30 a.m. 
for breakfast, 9 a.m. for the 
meeting.  Old Country Buf-
fet, 1952 Laskin Rd, Virginia 
Beach, VA.  See the TLP 
web site TidewaterLP.com.  
Tom Cantrell , 
<Tidewater@LPVA.com>, 
or 757-460-4017.

COLLEGE: W&M Libertarians:
<WilliamAndMary@LPVA.com>

Charlottesville Area
CHARLOTTESVILLE:  Jefferson 
Area Libertarians.  For residents of the 
city of Charlottesville and the counties 
of Albemarle, Fluvanna, Greene, and 
Nelson.  Quarterly business meetings and 
special meetings: time and location by 
announcement. Monthly “Happy Hour”: 
at Mellow Mushroom restaurant (1309 
W. Main St.), second Thursday of each 
month, 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  Monthly 
dinner: fourth Thursday of each month, 
time and location by announcement. 

Please call Arin Sime (434-996-5226) 
or Jim Lark (434-973-5958), or write 
<JAL@LPVA.com>.

CUMBERLAND COUNTY:  LP  of  
Cumberland County.  Contact: Dwight 
Baker, <Cumberland@LPVA.com>.

ORANGE COUNTY: Orange 
County Libertarians.  Don Ober, 
<OrangeCounty@LPVA.com>, or 540-
672-2793 

COLLEGE: UVA University Libertari-
ans.  ALSO: UVA Students for Individual 
Liberty.  Contact the Liberty Coalition, 
<Liberty@Virginia.edu>, or 434-982-
5016 (voicemail).

Shenandoah
Valley

HARRISONBURG:  Harrisonburg/
Rockingham LP.  Reorganizing.  To 
help, call Joe Rudmin, 540-433-0197 
(h) or 540-568-2784 (w), or write 
<HRLP@LPVA.com>.

PAGE COUNTY: Page County Libertari-
ans.  Dave Switzer <Page@LPVA.com>.

SHENANDOAH COUNTY: 
Shenandoah County LP.  Meeting time & 
location varies; call or write for informa-

tion.  Nancy Young, <Shenan
doahCounty@LPVA.com>, 
or 540-477-2520.

WINCHESTER: Libertar-
ian Party of the Blue Ridge.  
For residents of Winchester, 
Clark/Warren/Frederick 
Counties.  Monthly meet-
ings normally held on the 
third Tuesday of each month.  
For precise location of each 
month’s meeting, or for other 
information, call or write Bill 
Wood, 540-955-0733, or 
<BlueRidge@LPVA.com>.

COLLEGE:  JMU Libertarians.   - see 
info for Harrisonburg, above, or write 
<JMU@LPVA.com>.

Northern Virginia
ARLINGTON COUNTY:  Libertar-
ian Party of Arlington County.  Meeting 
time & location varies; call for informa-
tion.  Shaun Whelden, 703-534-1488, or 
<Arlington@LPVA.com>. 
 
ARLINGTON COUNTY:  “NOVA 
Libertarian Social Hour”, every Wednes-
day, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m., Hamburger 
Hamlet, Crystal Square shopping cen-
ter.  Dana Johansen, 703-960-9120, or 
<Farlandria@LPVA.com>.

FAIRFAX COUNTY:  LP of Fairfax 
County.  Monthly meeting, 3rd Mondays, 
6:45 p.m., Harvest Moon Restaurant, Falls 
Church.  Also sponsors monthly Potluck 
parties, always on the Saturday before the 
regular meeting.  Tony Torres, 571-214-
8356, or <FairfaxLP@LPVA.com>.

LOUDOUN COUNTY:  LP of Lou-
doun County.  Monthly meeting 4th 
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m., Nido’s Italian 
Restaurant, 201 Harrison St SE, Lees-
burg.  Tony Torres, 571-214-8356, or 
<Loudoun@LPVA.com>.

PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY:  LP of 
Prince William County.  Contact Kathy 
Mullin, 703-221-9875, or:
<PrinceWilliam@LPVA.com>.

COLLEGE:  GMU College Libertar-
ians: Meeting time & location varies; call 
Chuck Eby, 703-855-8767 for informa-
tion, or write:
<CollegeLibertarians@LPVA.com

Peninsula
ESSEX COUNTY:  Northern Neck Liber-
tarians.  <NorthernNeck@LPVA.com>.

FREDERICKSBURG:  Fredericksburg 
Area Libertarians.  David Adams, 540-
273-7385, or <Fredericksburg@LPVA.
com>.

Southwest Virginia
BUCHANAN COUNTY:  Buchanan 
County LP.  William Little:
<BuchananCounty@LPVA.com>.

LEE COUNTY: Lee County LP -- email  
<LeeCounty@LPVA.com>.

COLLEGE:  ASL.  Libertarian Society 
at Appalachian School of Law.  William 
Little <ASL@LPVA.com>.

Lynchburg and Vicinity
BEDFORD COUNTY: LP of Bed-
ford County.  Rebekah Hoskins, 
<BedfordCounty@LPVA.com>

BRUNSWICK COUNTY: LP 
of Brunswick County.  Mike Eck, 
<Brunswick@LPVA.com>

CHARLOTTE COUNTY: LP of Char-
lotte County.  John Spadavecchia, 434-
248-6610, or:
<CharlotteCounty@LPVA.com>.

HALIFAX COUNTY: LP of 
Halifax County.  Kelly Shaw, 
<Halifax@LPVA.com>.

LUNENBURG COUNTY: LP of Lunen-
burg County.  Steve Kirkpatrick, 434-
696-1714 or <Lunenburg@LPVA.com>.

LYNCHBURG:  Lynchburg Libertar-
ians.  For residents of Lynchburg and 
surrounding counties.  Monthly meet-
ings, 2nd Mondays, 6:30 p.m., La Carreta 
Restaurant, 2245 Langhorne Rd, Lynch-
burg.  Dave Overstreet, 540-587-7597 or 
<Lynchburg@LPVA.com>

Please notify the Newsletter Staff of all updates to this page:
Phone/Fax: 804-288-2766; or <Communications@LPVA.com>

Can’t fi nd a local affi liate for your area? Why not start one?

Please contact Jim Lark (jwlark@dellmail.com, (434) 973-5958), Local 
Affi liate Parties chairman, who will be happy to assist you.

GET LOCAL!  Libertarian groups around the state By Marc Montoni
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CANOPY: KD Kanopy, 10x10, commercial grade 
canopy.  Blue.  STORAGE LOCATION: Alexandria. Call 
703-960-9120 or email <JohansenDR@starpower.ne
t>.

CANOPY: 9x9 tent/canopy.  STORAGE LOCATION: 
Charlottesville.  Call Jim Lark, 434-973-5958, or email 
<jwl3s@virginia.edu>.

COMPUTERIZED QUIZZES: Carl Milsted’s 
“Quiz2D” quizzes installed on PC’s.  Great for booths 
at youth or tech-oriented events.  STORAGE LOCATION: 
Manassas.  Call Robert McBride, 703-497-2903, or 
email Robert.K.McBride@verizon.net  [LPVA]

DISPLAY BOARD, TABLETOP: 6’ length.  
Dark Blue in color.  STORAGE LOCATION: Alexandria.  
Call Dana Johansen, 703-960-9120 or email <Johanse
nDR@starpower.net>.

HALLOWEEN COSTUME:  “Tax Man and His 
Tax Slaves” costume (Requires 5 to 10 people).  STOR-
AGE LOCATION: Roanoke. Call Andy Akers, 540-387-
1094  or email <chester89@yahoo.com> to inquire.

NOLAN CHART POSTER (2):  2X3.  STOR-
AGE LOCATION: Alexandria.  Call Dana Johansen, 703-
960-9120 or email <JohansenDR@starpower.net> to 
inquire.  [LPVA]

Libertarian Radio!

Head to http://www.freewebs.com/thefreedomworks/, Saturday mornings at 7 AM 
to hear “FreedomWorks! The Libertarian Perspective,” hosted by Florida-based 
Libertarians Michael Gilson de Lemos and Paul Molloy.

Call in at 1-866-TAN-1340.

Advertise in Virginia Liberty!

Grow awareness of your business, cam-
paign, or project -- and help support the 

LPVA at the same time.

Our rates:

Full Page Ad: $80
1/2 Page: $50
1/4 Page: $30

Business Card: $15

Contact: Communications@lpva.com
NOTE: Discounts available for multi-issue ads.

“Liberty Rental Tools”
Putting on an information table?  Leading a parade?  Borrow our “stuff” to lend a 

“professional look” to whatever you or your local LP is doing.  LPVA wants to help. Most items 
listed below are available for any LP affi liate to use  AT NO CHARGE, as long as pickup & 

PROMPT, damage-free  return  arrangements  are made.
NOTE: A DEPOSIT MAY BE REQUIRED.

NOLAN CHART POSTER:  2X3.    STOR-
AGE LOCATION: Charlottesville.  Call Jim Lark, 434-
973-5958, or email <jwl3s@virginia.edu>.

TABLE & BANNER:  STORAGE LOCATION: 
Roanoke.  Call Andy Akers, 540-387-1094  or email 
<chester89@yahoo.com> to inquire.

TABLES, 1 - 4 x 4 & 1 - 5 x 2.5:  ALSO: 
1 white TABLE CLOTH & 4 FOLDING CHAIRS.  STOR-
AGE LOCATION: Charlottesville.  Call Jim Lark, 434-
973-5958, or email <jwl3s@virginia.edu>.

TABLES, 4 x 8 POLY (2):  Perfect for LP 
information setups, etc.  Fold-out metal legs.  Heavy-
duty.  Also: TABLE CLOTHS.  Heavy Fabric, white.  
Also: 1-25’ Extension Cord, heavy-duty; and 1-Power 
Strip, 6 outlets.   STORAGE LOCATION: Richmond 
VA. Call Marc Montoni, 804-288-2766, or email 
<Freedom@LPVA.com>. [LPVA] 

--------------------------------------------------------
LISTING COMPILED FROM THE “ARCHIVES” PAGE ON LPVA.COM AND OTHER SOURCES.

If  you have useful trade-show type items you’d like to add to this list so they can be offered to other 
LPVA activists, please email Marc Montoni at <Freedom@LPVA.com> or send a postcard with the 

description of  the item and your contact information to: Montoni, PO Box 28263, Richmond VA  
23228-0263.

Please indicate whether the item belongs to you personally, the LPVA, the local LP, etc.

  A Message from Uncle Sam:
Hey You!  The Founders left 

us in great shape, but two 
centuries later, we have 

a new “King George”. 
So do your part - 
Join the Libertarian 
Party‛s Freedom 

Team today!

Support Liberty - Join the LP!  
I want to support the Libertarian Party by becoming a 
member.  I understand that Libertarians oppose the initiation 
of force to achieve political or social goals.

__________________________________________________________
^^ SIGN  HERE TO ACTIVATE YOUR MEMBERSHIP ^^

(You do not have to sign if you don’t want to join yet.  Signing permits you to vote at Party 

conventions and hold positions within the LP leadership; and you will receive a free membership 

card.  If you’re not ready to join,  remit at least $25 but skip the signature line above -- you will still 

receive our newsletters & notices of events.) 

 $1000 Life Benefactor  $100 Sustaining

 $500 Patron   $25 Basic

 $250 Sponsor   Other $____________________ 

$50 RENEW FOR TWO YRS  $75 RENEW FOR THREE YRS

NOTE – Memberships include free subscriptions to LPNews, the national 
Party newspaper, and to Virginia Liberty, the newspaper of the Libertarian 
Party of Virginia.

 I am enclosing an additional donation of: _____________________

Donations may be cash, checks/MO’s  payable to the Libertarian Party); 
or use credit card  (circle one – Visa / MC / Amex / Disc):
 
Card #_________________________________    Exp:________/______
 
Amount  you  want  charged  to  this  card: $ _______________________
 
Cardholder Signature:  ________________________________________

NAME: _____________________________________________________

ADDRESS:  _________________________________________________

CITY:  _______________________ STATE _____ ZIP _______________
 
PHONE (home)  __________________  PHONE (work) ______________
 
E-MAIL: ____________________________________________________

EMPLOYER *: _______________________________________________
 
OCCUPATION *:  _____________________________________________
 
*NOTE:  Federal Election Commission regulations require us to use our best ef-
forts to collect and report the name, address, occupation and  employer of all 
contributors whose contributions exceed $200 in an election cycle.  IRS regula-
tions require us to inform you that contributions to political committees are not 
tax deductible.

** Please make checks payable to the Libertarian Party **
---------------------- Send this form with payment to: ----------------------

Membership Committee - PO Box 28263 - Lakeside VA 23228-0263.
If paying by credit card, you may fax this form to 804-288-2766.

Hard Copy or .pdf??
Did you know that Virginia Liberty has been online for about three 
years now?  Did you know that you can eliminate the paper copy 
that comes to your door?

HOW-TO GUIDE: Go to www.LPVA.com.  From that main page, 
click the “Change of Address” link on the right side.  Then, from 
the “Change” page, you may opt to:

- Receive the PDF via direct delivery to your email inbox (fi les are 
currently about 1.5 megs); OR,

- Receive notifi cation by email that the latest issue has been 
posted to LPVA.com for you to download, with a link provided.

You may also choose to suppress your paper copy.  Please note that you are not required 
to do so, but it will save the LPVA money.  Some advantages to receiving your newsletter 
electronically include:

 - full text search capabilities;

 - photos and any other graphics are shown in full color;

 - archive your newsletter on your hard drive instead of a fi le cabinet;

 - share with friends and family at no cost.

Please note: Notifi cation service is a benefi t 
provided only to current LPVA members.


