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The Real Scandal in the Mortgage Mess

... And How to Do Something About It

By Stan Liebowitz

P
ERHAPS the greatest scandal of the 
mortgage crisis is that it is a direct 
result of an intentional loosening of 

underwriting standards - done in the name of 
ending discrimination, despite warnings that 
it could lead to wide-scale defaults.

At the crisis’ core are loans that were 
made with virtually nonexistent underwrit-
ing standards - no verification of income or 
assets; little consideration of the applicant’s 
ability to make payments; no down payment.

Most people instinctively understand 
that such loans are likely to be unsound. 
But how did the heavily-regulated bank-
ing industry end up able to engage in such 
foolishness?

From the current hand-wringing, you’d 
think that the banks came up with the idea of 
looser underwriting standards on their own, 
with regulators just asleep on the job. In fact, 
it was the regulators who relaxed these stan-
dards - at the behest of community groups 
and “progressive” political forces.

In the 1980s, groups such as the activ-
ists at ACORN began pushing charges of 
“redlining” - claims that banks discriminated 

By Perry Willis

Y
ou can watch hours and hours of 
news, or read columns of print in 
most newspapers, and come away no 

wiser about the causes and prospects for the 
current financial turmoil.

Most journalists and TV talking heads 
don’t really understand the subject, and those 
that do speak and write using so much jargon 
that the average person must feel he or she 
is trying to follow a conversation in ancient 

against minorities in mortgage lending. In 
1989, sympathetic members of Congress got 
the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act amended 
to force banks to collect racial data on mort-
gage applicants; this allowed various studies 
to be ginned up that seemed to validate the 
original accusation.

In fact, minority mortgage 
applications were rejected 
more frequently than other 
applications - but the over-
whelming reason wasn’t racial 
discrimination, but simply that 
minorities tend to have weaker 
finances.

Yet a “landmark” 1992 
study from the Boston Fed con-
cluded that mortgage-lending 
discrimination was systemic.

That study was tremen-
dously flawed - a colleague and 
I later showed that the data it 
had used contained thousands of egregious 
typos, such as loans with negative interest 
rates. Our study found no evidence of dis-
crimination.

Yet the political agenda triumphed 
- with the president of the Boston Fed say-

ing no new studies were needed, and the US 
comptroller of the currency seconding the 
motion.

No sooner had the ink dried on its 
discrimination study than the Boston Fed, 
clearly speaking for the entire Fed, produced 

a manual for mortgage lend-
ers stating that: “discrimina-
tion may be observed when a 
lender’s underwriting policies 
contain arbitrary or outdated 
criteria that effectively dis-
qualify many urban or lower-
income minority applicants.”

Some of these “outdated” 
criteria included the size of the 
mortgage payment relative to 
income, credit history, savings 
history and income verifica-
tion. Instead, the Boston Fed 
ruled that participation in a 
credit-counseling program 

should be taken as evidence of an applicant’s 
ability to manage debt.

Sound crazy? You bet. Those “outdated” 
standards existed to limit defaults. But bank 
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T
he LPVA Convention Committee in-
vites you to attend the 2008 LPVa state 
convention at the Richmond Marriott  

Hotel on March 29.
A first-class event  you will not want to 

miss is rapidly coming together.
Beginning with a welcome from the 

Convention Committee and our state chair-
man, we have a day packed full with can-
didates, an informative candidate panel, a 
speaker with a topic that goes to the heart 
of what has happened to our America; and 
a session where you will decide the future 
direction and plans of the Libertarian Party 
of Virginia. A State Committee meeting will 
follow the convention to orient the new of-

See You Next Saturday!
ficers; all LPVA members are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.

The business session will include the 
following:

þ Consideration of any changes to the 
LPVA Constitution.

þ Election of 2008-2010 officers 
(Chairman, Vice Chairman, Trea-
surer, Secretary)

þ Choose 35 Virginia or national LP 
members to be the LPVA’s delegates 
to the national convention in Denver 
on May 22-26. See ‘Convention’, Page 5

Hebrew.
We’re going to try to cut through the jar-

gon, and explain the situation as best we can, 
in plain English. If you find our explanation 
of value, please forward it to others.

The current housing crisis, and all that 
flows from it, comes from two main sources, 
both deriving from Washington.

• First, Congress passed something called 
the “Community Reinvestment Act” 
in 1977, resulting in the creation of 

bureaucratic regulations designed to 
encourage, or even compel, financial 
institutions to make loans to people 
with lower incomes. These regulations 
were then amended in 1995 and 2005 
to create different rules for institutions 
of different sizes, so that various kinds 
of institutions would be better able to 
meet the government’s goals for foster-
ing home ownership in lower income 

þ Consideration of whether to endorse 
a candidate for the U.S. Senate 
(John Warner’s seat), or not (NOTA 
is always an option in internal LP 
elections).

Consideration of whether to endorse a 
candidate ....

þ Consideration of formal Resolutions 
of the Convention.

The Convention Committee has set the 
convention package prices low so members 

See ‘Do Something’, Page 4

See ‘Scandal’, Page 4

Stan Liebowitz

Coming Up
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H
ere’s a challenge to every member 
of the LPVA: Find One and Sign 
One.

This month, make it a point to carry 
an LPVA membership form in your wallet, 
and talk about the LP with your friends, 
family, and coworkers.  Just cut out the 
form on page 8.

If you find someone ready to join, 
sign them up on the spot, collect their 
membership dues, and send them to me 
(LPVA Secretary Marc Montoni) for pro-
cessing.

Find One

Virginia LIBERTY
AUTHORIZED AND PAID FOR 

BY THE LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF 
VIRGINIA, LEONARD HARRIS, 

CHAIRMAN.
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VL Hero Award
By Jim Lark

T
his is the twentieth in a series of ar-
ticles designed 
to recognize the 

efforts of volunteers 
who are tireless in their 
work for liberty. 

The intent is to 
change the culture 
many of our “best and 
brightest” face within 
the Party, to one which 
gives stellar volunteers 
the praise and apprecia-
tion they are due.

This issue, 
Virginia Liberty’s 
editorial staff hopes all 
Libertarians will join 
us in a loud round of 
applause for:

Joe has been 
involved with the 
Libertarian movement 
since joining Students 
for Individual Liberty 
during his graduate 

studies at the University of Virginia in the 
mid 1990s.

Since then he has helped to start two 
LPVa local affiliates.  He 
was a founding member of 
the Jefferson Area Libertar-
ians in 1997, and served 
as the first secretary of the 
organization.  After moving 
back to Harrisonburg, he 
became a founding mem-
ber of the Harrisonburg/
Rockingham LP in 2002, 
and continues to serve as the 
contact for the HRLP. 

He is regularly involved 
in local politics, working to 
protect property rights and 
to make local government 
more transparent and ac-
countable.  

He has also been in-
volved in the effort to build 
and support a Libertar-
ian campus group at James 
Madison University.

Joe provided tremen-
dous help to the Arin Sime 
campaign for the State 
Senate in the 24^th District 
during 2006-2007.  He 
staffed fair booths, marched 

Joe Rudmin

in parades, and participated in many other 
campaign activities throughout the (very 
large) district.

Joe has also been involved in the inter-
national Libertarian movement.  

He worked with Libertarians in Lithu-
ania during his service as an English teacher 
there, and he has participated in International 
Society for Individual Liberty events in Ger-
many and the U.S.

He is widely regarded as a nice guy who 
is always willing to help, and who is always 
on the lookout for opportunities to promote 
the Libertarian perspective and the Libertar-
ian Party in the greater Harrisonburg area.

We salute Joe for his fine work for lib-
erty, and for his great team spirit.

ARE YOU READY TO

The LPVA is eager to help you.  The first 
step you should take is to fill out the pro-

spective candidate form on our website:

Campaign.LPVA.com

The form requests basic information (your 
name, the office you’re interested in seek-
ing, and related data).  Once you submit it, 
LPVA officers will contact you promptly to 
discuss how the state committee can help 
you.

Try it!  You may also leave a message on the 
LPVA message line: 
a message to <SCC-All@LPVA.com>.

The LPVA is eager to help you.  The first 
step you should take is to fill out the pro-

The form requests basic information (your 
name, the office you’re interested in seek-
ing, and related data).  Once you submit it, 
LPVA officers will contact you promptly to 
discuss how the state committee can help 

Try it!  You may also leave a message on the 
703-715-6230; or send 

11/4/2008:  General election
(presidential primary 2/12/08; all other primaries for 

November elections occur on 6/12/2008)

• President (4-year term)
• U. S. Senator (1) (6-year term)
• U. S. Representative (11) (2-year term)
• Co. Board (Arlington) (4-year term)
• Co. School Board (Arlington) (4-year term)
• City Council (7 cities) (terms vary)
• City School Board (2 cities) (terms vary)
• Town Council (9 towns) (terms vary

Note 1:  Soil and Water Conservation District Directors are elected 
every four years in some counties and cities; see specific schedule for 
this office. 

Note 2:  If a City shares Clerk of Circuit Court, Commonwealth’s 
Attorney, Sheriff, and Treasurer with a County, then the City elects at 
same time as County.
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If you have questions about reporting 
requirements or qualifications, call the State 

Board of Elections at 800 552-9745, or visit them 
on the web:  www.sbe.state.va.us

Joe Rudmin helps the Sime 
campaign with balloons in 2007.

Advertise in 
Virginia Liberty!

Grow awareness of your busi-
ness, campaign, or project 

-- and help support the LPVA 
at the same time.  Our rates:

Full Page Ad: $80
1/2 Page: $50
1/4 Page: $30

Business Card: $15

Communications@LPVA.com
NOTE: Discounts available for multi-issue ads.  

ALSO NOTE: Ad prices subject to surcharge of 1000% for 

government entities and other socialist organizations.

“If you want government to 
intervene domestically, you’re a 
liberal. If you want government 
to intervene overseas, you’re 
a conservative. If you want 
government to intervene 

everywhere, you’re a moderate. 
If you don’t want government to 
intervene anywhere, you’re an 

extremist.” – Joseph Sobran (1995)
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Sponsoring an information table?  Doing other outreach?  Check out the high-quality 
materials available from LPStuff.com.  Don’t forget to mention the “VL10” Virginia Liberty 

coupon code for a 10% discount on any order over $10.00.

 Rain, Rain, Go Away

By Jeffrey A. Tucker

O
nce again, for the umpteenth time 
this month, I arrive at work soaking 
wet. Just getting from the car to the 

front door of the Mises Institute is like going 
through the rinse cycle — and umbrellas just 
aren’t my thing. What’s striking is how this 
weather pattern follows a 
year of dire warnings from 
government officials about 
the deadly drought that is 
destroying the region, as 
you can easily see from 
the government’s own US 
Drought Assessment maps.

Actually, these are 
interesting maps. They 
give the impression that the whole of the na-
tion is a parched land that vacillates between 
persistent drought and improving droughts. 
Nowhere is listed as “soaked” or “just the 
right amount of rain.” And if you reflect on 
government announcements of these things, 
all places seem to fall into one of three cat-
egories: catastrophic flooding, catastrophic 
drought, or forgettable.

Some years ago, the head of the local 
bureaucracy in charge of the distribution of 
water was quoted in the newspaper along 
these lines: “If these conditions persist, 
rationing will certainly become necessary.” 
If these conditions persist? That’s quite the 
assumption. We could say during the next 
rainfall: “If these conditions persist, it will 
become necessary for everyone to build an 
ark.” Conditions never persist. They change. 
Bureaucrats really hate that.

One suspects that these same people 
love droughts. Droughts give them power, 
not just over the aggregate use of water. They 
enjoy pressing people on the smallest details 
of life. They get to tell you that you must take 
short showers. They tell you that you must 
flush less. They impose a profound sense of 
guilt on your for watering the basil growing 
in your window box.

Droughts can turn the most innocent 
public employee into the moral equivalent of 
a Gestapo agent, issuing dictates and impos-
ing fines, ferreting out the water thieves, all 
in the name of the public interest.

Droughts turn neighbor against neigh-
bor, and force the whole of everyone into 

the criminal class, reduced 
to sneaking around at night 
to water tomato plants. 
Droughts make everyone feel 
dependent on the state. We 
must read their rules, such as, 
“Even-numbered houses may 
water their lawns from 4am to 
6am, Monday, Thursday, and 
Sunday.”

So rain, rain, go away. 
That’s their theme.

Bureaucrat International has a common 
feature: loathing of “consumerism.” Whereas 
people want to have choice over how they 
spend their money, bureaucrats want us to 
suffer constantly, and be intensely aware of 
what we use, trusting not the price system 
to determine our consumption patterns but 
rather obey regulations and strictures.

Note that no drought ever officially 
ends. The papers are packed with 
warnings of impending doom 
during the worst of it. But when 
the torrents of rain come — and 
they invariably do, eventually 
— there is no press release that 
says something along the lines of: 
“Praise Be to God, the drought is 
over. Use as much water as you 
are willing to pay for!”

Never, never, never. They 
never say this. They would rather 
that we carry with us some sense 
that the drought is never re-
ally over, since, after all, it could 
come again.

The core of the problem 
here has nothing to do with rain and chang-
ing weather patterns. The weather has in fact 

been changing since the dawn of time. What 
creates the problem is public ownership of 
the means of production and the utterly ir-
rational system under which the price doesn’t 
change regardless of availability. There is 
no real profitability here. Nor 
are there losses. So there is no 
economic calculation going 
on. Prices are determined by 
extra-market indicators.

Think of the difference 
with the market system. Every 
day we are enticed to consume 
every product you can imag-
ine: cars, celery, computers, 
anything. There is constant 
calibrating of supply and demand. If anyone 
attempts to overprice a product and make 
profits, another entrepreneur sweeps in to of-
fer the same for less and draw profits away. 
Innovation is everywhere, so that supplies 
are required to adopt the latest thing in order 
to stay afloat. No profits are permanent. They 
are always and everywhere threatened. These 
days, this happens almost overnight.

Now think of the difference with public 
water markets, in which the theme is always: 
you are using too much. Interesting isn’t it? 

Why is this? It’s because the 
market is not being allowed to 
work. This has nothing to do 
with the product in question. If 
you doubt it, make a visit to your 
local grocery and the bottled 
water section in particular. There 
are vast numbers of choices, 
with each supplier begging you 
to consume. But in public water 
markets, they demand that you 
conserve. State ownership and 
management of the means of 
production are the key reason. 
Privatize — completely privatize 
— the supply of water and a 
change would emerge overnight.

People immediately respond that this is 

a crazy idea. Streams, lakes, reservoirs, and 
water towers can’t be owned privately! But is 
that really so? There are many cases of partial 
privatization on record, though as this entry 
suggest, the mandates are extreme. No doubt 

that there are efficiency gains 
that come with contract-
ing out and privatized but 
regulated markets. The best 
solution is the same one that 
applies to all of the areas of 
life that are considered pub-
lic goods, from trash collec-
tion and disposal to schools 
and defense: the government 
should get out of the business 

entirely.
Talk about opposition. Labor unions 

go bonkers when presented with the idea. 
Bureaucrats do too. Even religious groups 
have gotten in on the act. See, for example, 
the growing movement of Nuns Against 
Bottled Water. Presbyterians for Restoring 
Creation are circulating pledges for people 
to sign that foreswear drinking bottled water. 
These people claim that we shouldn’t have to 
pay for what should be a free gift from God. 
But, oddly, these same people don’t seem to 
have a problem with people’s paying of the 
government’s water bill.

Look, it’s not complicated: drought is 
another name for shortage. Government is 
capable of creating a shortage in any good 
through bureaucratic management. Prices do 
not respond to supply and demand, and a lack 
of innovation characterizes production. We 
see this in schooling, mails, defense, courts, 
and every other area in which government en-
joys a monopoly. It shouldn’t surprise us that 
the same is true in water provision. Instead 
of blaming Mother Nature and the consumer, 
the water commissioners should look closer 
to home to see why everyone is required 
to live in fear and is reduced to doing rain 
dances to keep the water gods happy.

“Conditions 
never persist. 
They change. 

Bureaucrats re-
ally hate that.”

Jeffrey A. Tucker

An Arrival

“What creates the 
problem is public 
ownership of the 
means of produc-

tion…”

By Marc Montoni

W
earing my hat as Secretary of the 
LPVA, I would like to heartily wel-
come a new volunteer to the state 

leadership.
New member Douglas Wright recently 

volunteered to take over the maintenance 
of the LPVA web site.  He’s well-qualified 
for the job, since his day work is IT for the 
Staunton Public Schools.

Warning: Some tech language ahead!  
Doug is currently building a fresh “template” 
for the site.  His new design, which will 
hopefully go “live” within the next couple 
of months, is “liquid” in that as the browser 
window is re-sized the content “flows” to fill 
the changed size.  This will be helpful in fu-
ture as more of the access to the web site will 
be from non-PC user-agents.

The design is Section 508 compliant 
for screen readers for the blind and text only 
browsers will have no trouble at all reading it.  
Deprecating support for version 4 browsers is 
a fair trade-off for broadening the outreach to 
assistive techs and “future-proofing” .

Doug has tested the new design on the 
top 6 browser types.  IE 6&7, Firefox 1.5 & 2 
(Windows & Linux), Opera 9, Safari, and the 
design holds up.

Doug says the new page (without any 
optimizing) is about half the size of the cur-
rent LPVA.com; and that we are getting quite 

a bit of design from some extremely small 
files.  This translates directly into a faster 
load into your browser.

I asked Doug early on if we could avoid 
unnecessary animations and flash presenta-
tions.  In response, Doug has created a very 
functional new menu system.  “The menus 
use style sheets and a scrap of javascript to 
accomplish the same thing as a flash menu, 
but all the text is visible in the source code.  
A side benefit of the menu system is its 
structure comprises a site map.  If you go 
to the new site, using the Firefox browser 
under the application’s “View” menu there 
is an entry for “Page Style”.  If you choose 
“No Style” you can see the page without any 
of the style sheet decoration.  The page will 
appear as it does to text-only browsers and 
every page has a site map.  I think it’s pretty 
cool.” he said.

One thing is for sure, and that is that 
Doug appears to enjoy his work.  I am cer-
tainly looking forward to seeing where he 
will take our great site next.

Chuck Eby, our wonderful webmaster 
for six years, is graciously serving as the 
“background consultant” to help Doug move 
into the job with a minimum of hassles.

I hope all LPVA members will join me 
in a toast to our current and former  webmas-
ters.  Welcome aboard, Doug! Many thanks 
for taking on the job, and to Chuck for con-
tinuing to be one of our greatest volunteers.
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Scandal (cont’d from Page 1)

regulators required the loosened underwrit-
ing standards, with approval by politicians 
and the chattering class. A 1995 strengthen-
ing of the Community Reinvestment Act 
(CRA) required banks to find ways to pro-
vide mortgages to their poorer communities. 
It also let community activists intervene at 
yearly bank reviews, shaking the banks down 
for large pots of money.

Banks that got poor reviews were 
punished; some saw their merger plans frus-
trated; others faced direct legal challenges by 
the Justice Department.

Flexible lending programs expanded 
even though they had higher default rates 
than loans with traditional standards. On the 

Do Something  (cont’d from Page 1)

communities.
• Second, the Federal Reserve starting 

making loans available to the banking 
system at extremely low interest rates.

• Third, steps one and two combined to 
make cheap housing loans available to 
people who could not have afforded or 
qualified for them before. This caused 
an increased demand for housing that 
sent home prices spiralling upward.

• Fourth, mortgage lenders managed the 
risk involved in making these loans by 
selling their mortgages to other com-
panies, which in turn thought that they 
were managing their own risk because 
they had a wide variety of mortgages, 
from many different types of borrow-
ers, in their portfolio.

• Fifth, these decisions about how to man-
age the increased risk created by the 
“Community Reinvestment Act” were 
all in error, because the Fed’s policy 
of easy money had falsely inflated the 
value of ALL homes. This meant that 
good mortgages could not be used to 
manage the risk involved in question-
able mortgages, because the value of 
ALL homes was falsely inflated.

• Sixth, as with all inflationary booms, 
increases in home prices finally ab-
sorbed the increased purchasing power 
provided by the Fed, leading to a slow-
down in home purchases. When this 
moment arrived everyone realized that 
the homes they had purchased weren’t 
really worth what they had paid for 
them. The defaults and foreclosures 
then began, along with the collapse 
of the financial institutions that owned 
these unsound mortgages.

Now, the complicated, multi-part sce-
nario described above has been simplified 
in popular reporting to just two words: sub-
prime loans. These two words, combined 
with the idea that lenders took advantage of 
poor unsuspecting customers, are supposed 
to explain everything. But this explanation is 
both simple and simply insufficient.

A study by the Mortgage Bankers Asso-
ciation tells the true story. In the third quarter 
of last year fixed rate mortgages accounted 
for 45% of foreclosures, while sub-prime 
ARMs accounted for only 43%.

Web, you can still find CRA loans available 
via ACORN with “100 percent financing ... 
no credit scores ... undocumented income ... 
even if it’s not reported on your tax returns.” 
Credit counseling is required, of course.

Ironically, an enthusiastic Fannie Mae 
Foundation report singled out one paragon 
of nondiscriminatory lending, which worked 
with community activists and followed “the 
most flexible underwriting criteria permit-
ted.” That lender’s $1 billion commitment 
to low-income loans in 1992 had grown to 
$80 billion by 1999 and $600 billion by early 
2003.

Who was that virtuous lender? Why - 
Countrywide, the nation’s largest mortgage 

lender, recently in the headlines as it hurtled 
toward bankruptcy.

In an earlier newspaper story extolling 
the virtues of relaxed underwriting standards, 
Countrywide’s CEO bragged that, to approve 
minority applications that would otherwise 
be rejected “lenders have had to stretch the 
rules a bit.” He’s not bragging now.

For years, rising house prices hid the 
default problems since quick refinances were 
possible. But now that house prices have 
stopped rising, we can clearly see the damage 
caused by relaxed lending standards.

This damage was quite predictable: 
“After the warm and fuzzy glow of ‘flex-
ible underwriting standards’ has worn off, 

we may discover that they are nothing more 
than standards that lead to bad loans . . . these 
policies will have done a disservice to their 
putative beneficiaries if . . . they are dispos-
sessed from their homes.” I wrote that, with 
Ted Day, in a 1998 academic article.

Sadly, we were spitting into the wind.
These days, everyone claims to favor 

strong lending standards. What about all 
those self-righteous newspapers, politicians 
and regulators who were intent on loosening 
lending standards?

As you might expect, they are now self-
righteously blaming those, such as Country-
wide, who did what they were told.

*******
Stan Liebowitz is the Ashbel Smith 

professor of Economics, University of 
Texas at Dallas Business School.

It’s not hard to understand why. Who 
wants to be on the hook for a mortgage that 
is tens or hundreds of thousands of dollars 
higher than the property is really worth? 
Rather than bear this burden, many borrow-
ers are choosing to default, and walk away 
from their properties. This is especially hap-
pening with speculators who bought houses 
in order to “flip” them. To cope with these 
foreclosures . . .

Banks have offered their bad mort-
gages as collateral to borrow money from the 
Federal Reserve. The money the Fed lends 
through this process is created out of thin air. 
This has two shocking consequences. First, 
the Fed is coming to effectively own an in-
creasing portion of America’s stock of hous-
ing, and two, these Federal Reserve loans are 
inflating the money supply, causing prices to 
rise all through the economy.

As the Fed creates more and more 
new dollars, the value of all the previously 
existing dollars declines. This forces people 
to seek ways to protect their accumulated 
wealth against the devaluing effects of mon-
etary inflation. Thus . . .

• People buy other currencies, causing 
the exchange value of the dollar to 
fall.

• They buy gold, pushing the price up 
above $1,000 an ounce.

• And they buy oil futures, driving up 
those prices too.

But it gets worse . . .
Monetary inflation is making foreign in-

vestors reluctant to buy U.S. Treasury bonds. 
Who wants to hold bonds denominated in 
dollars when the Federal Reserve is reducing 
the value of the dollar?

The “London Telegraph” reports that 
foreign participation at a recent auction of 
U.S. Treasury bonds fell from 25% to less 
than 6%.

Sadly, there is every reason to expect 
this phenomenon to continue. This will leave 
the Federal government with only two op-
tions for funding its ever growing deficits. 
The government must either pay much more 
interest on its bonds, to compensate lenders 
for the monetary inflation, or it must sell its 
bonds to the Federal Reserve System, which 
will buy the bonds with yet more money cre-
ated out of thin air, adding still more fuel to 
the inflationary fire.

The more the Federal government has 
to pay in interest, the larger the deficits will 
grow, or, the more it borrows from the Fed-
eral Reserve, the more it will have to pay in 
interest to private lenders. It’s a vicious bind.

There is one thing the Federal govern-
ment could do immediately to lessen this 
bind. It could cut spending to balance its 
budget, thereby reducing inflationary pres-
sures. Please use our “Unfunded Liabilities” 
campaign to ask Congress to do exactly that.  
Go to:

www.snipurl.com/DownsizeDC-01

Use your personal comments to tell 
Congress that you know foreign participation 
in U.S. bond auctions is declining. Tell them 
you do not want them to sell their bonds to 
the Federal Reserve, thereby driving up the 
money supply. CONGRESS MUST BAL-
ANCE THE BUDGET NOW.

Then, do one thing more. Send Con-
gress a second message asking them to 
pass Ron Paul’s “Honest Money” bills. Use 
your personal comments to tell Congress 
that you’re aware that the current crisis was 
caused by a combination of the “Community 
Reinvestment Act” and the Federal Reserve’s 
easy credit policy. Tell them you want Ron 
Paul’s “Honest Money” bills to curb the abil-
ity of the Fed to inflate the money supply.

Once again, send that message here:

www.snipurl.com/DownsizeDC-01

Thank you for being a part of the grow-
ing Downsize DC Army.

*******

Perry Willis is the Communications 
Director for DowsnsizeDC.org, Inc.

The Downsize DC Foundation is a 
non-partisan, non-profit educational 
foundation. It does not participate in 

political campaigns, and does not sup-
port, endorse, or oppose candidates 

for public office (nor do we want to do 
so). Contributions to the Foundation 

are tax-deductible if you itemize.

Downsize DC Foundation
6718 Lenclair Street

Alexandria, VA 22306
DownsizeDC.org or DownsizeDC.com

By Marc Montoni

O
ur feature articles this issue bring us 
a discussion of the “subprime melt-
down” which is in the news.  While 

the timing and content of these articles was 
informative, there were a couple of things 
the authors should have looked at a bit more 
closely.  

First of all, while the Community Re-
investment Act of 1977 (as well as the Fair 
Housing Act of 1968) did indeed establish a 
huge bureaucratic regime for mortgage lend-
ers, the main push was to eliminate “redlin-
ing”.  Redlining was the practice of marking 
a red line on a map to delineate the area 
where banks would simply not invest. During 
the heyday of redlining these areas were most 
frequently black inner city neighborhoods.

Redlining made people ineligible for 
loans if they lived within the redlined area 
-- even if their credit history was perfect.

Obviously, Libertarians wouldn’t fix 
that with regulation forcing lenders to do 
business where they didn’t want to; instead, 
we would call for the state to purge regula-
tions and other barriers to entering the mort-
gage business so that the residents of redlined 
areas could start their own banks.

But I wanted to mention this because 
neither article gave a complete picture of the 
reasons why the Act was popular when it was 
considered and passed.  It is true that lenders, 
in their eagerness to comply with those and 
later lending laws, substantially lowered their 
credit standards lest they find themselves in 
court.

Second, I wanted to mention also that a 
huge contributing factor to the liquidity cri-
sis that exploded into the news last fall was 
simply government debt.  The feds have been 
racking up debt at an explosive rate, as have 
state and municipal governments.  The world 
simply cannot create enough wealth to keep 
feeding the merciless appetite of the Ameri-
can public sector.

In short, the cash is simply drying up.  
Foreigners are no longer interested in buying 
U.S. debt.  Commercial lenders have left the 
field; and even national governments -- are 
just saying “no”.

There are two ways out of the crisis.  
One is by the inevitable crash that may well 
be around the corner.  Collapse, in other 
words.  Or, Libertarianism: take a meat axe 
to government.  Only drastic action can avert 
the coming crash; and only Libertarians will 
do what is required.  Voting McCaiClinto-
bama will accomplish nothing.  That’s just 
wasting your vote.  Vote Libertarian in 2008!

The Debt Bomb
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Convention (cont’d from Page 1)

Libertarian Party of Virginia 2008 State Convention

7:30-10:00 pm Hospitality Suite -- Please call or email 
Convention Coordinator Jim Lark at 434-973-5958, or  
JWLark@dellmail.com  for information).

Open to all contributing LPVA members.

8:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m. -- Registration

9:30 a.m.-9:45 a.m. -- Welcoming remarks; Address: “State 
of the LPVA”

9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.-- Candidate forum:  Invited participants 
include Virginia LP members seeking LPVa nomination for 
US Senate; as well as others seeking the LP presidential and 
vice presidential nominations.

10:45 a.m.-11:00 a.m. -- Break

11:00 a.m.-11:50 a.m. -- Panel discussion:  Lessons 
Learned: Running for office in Virginia.  Panelists: George 
Marchenko, Arin Sime, Don Tabor, and Bill Wood

12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m.:  Luncheon (buffet)  Speaker:  Bill 
Redpath, LP chairman

1:45-4:00pm -- Business session:
- Constitutional changes
- Election of officers
- Endorsement of candidates
- Elect national convention delegates
- Consideration of resolutions

4:30-5:30pm -- Meeting of State Central Committee.

Note: Appearances by speakers and panelists at the LPVA 
convention are subject to change in the event of conflicting 

campaign obligations.

Friday, March 28

Saturday, March 29
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Richmond Marriott:
500 East Broad Street, Richmond, (804) 643-3400).

We have a small block of rooms at the Marriott.  The rate for 
a guest room (either single or double occupancy) is $124.00, 
plus tax.  

Guests may reserve rooms via the Marriott reservation 
center at (800) 228-9290; BUT BE SURE TO ASK for the 
“Libertarian Party of Virginia” convention rate.

Reservations should be made by March 7; after that date, the 
Marriott will charge the normal room rate.

There is a $12.00 parking fee for overnight guests.

There is an $8.00 parking fee for convention attendees who 
park in the hotel garage.

HOTEL INFORMATION
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2008 LPVA 
Convention 
Registration 

Form

Please make it easy on our volunteers 
and register early!

•  Basic Plan -- Includes morning and afternoon beverage service, admission to morning 
session.  $35 through March 10; $50 on or after March 11.

•  Full Plan (Includes morning and afternoon beverage service, admission to morning 
session, *and* the Luncheon featuring a terrific buffet and speaker.  $75 through March 10; 
$90 on or after March 11.

•  Luncheon Address only (no meal) - $15.

•  LPVA members may attend the business session at no charge.  

•  Non-members may attend the business session for $10 but may not participate.

Convention   # of packages * price per package   Total Amount

Package Options

r FULL (3/11 and later) _________ (QUAN) Packages @ $ 90  $ ______________

r BASIC  (3/11 and later) _________ (QUAN) Packages @ $ 50  $ ______________

r Early Bird FULL (To 3/10) _________ (QUAN) Packages @ $ 75  $ ______________

r Early Bird BASIC (To 3/10) _________ (QUAN) Packages @ $ 35  $ ______________

r Luncheon Address only _________ (QUAN) Packages @ $ 15  $ ______________

r BUSINESS SESSION for members only_________ (QUAN) FREE  $         FREE

r NON-MEMBER / BUS. _________ (QUAN) Packages @ $ 10  $ ______________

        (BUSINESS SESSION ADMITTANCE ONLY; price is *in addition to* any package costs)

Please list any dietary needs (Full Plan only):  __________________

________________________________________________________

Please list names of all persons you are registering with this form:

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

                           TOTAL for all registrants on this form: 

                            ADDITIONAL DONATION to the LPVA: 

                  TOTAL ENCLOSED WITH THIS FORM: 

NOTE: Convention registration fees are nonrefundable.

Name __________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City/St/Zip ____________________________________________________________

Email(s)  _____________________________________________________________

Home Phone ________________________ Other Phone _______________________

Donations may be cash, checks/MO’s  payable to the Libertarian Party); or use a 
credit card.  Circle one: Visa / Carte Blanche / MC / Disc

 

Card #______________________________________________ Exp: _______/______

Amount  you are authorizing to be charged to this card:  $ ___________________
 

Cardholder Signature:  __________________________________________________

Occupation* ___________________________________________________________

Employer Name* _______________________________________________________

Employer Address* _____________________________________________________

 * GOVERNMENT MANDATED NOTICES: The State Board of Elections and the FEC 
require that we inform you that this is paid for and authorized by the Libertarian 
Party of Virginia, Kevin McKenna, Treasurer. They also require that we ask for the 
above address and employment information.  The IRS requires that we inform all 

donors that their contributions are not tax deductible.

Libertarian Party of Virginia

Convention Registration

PO Box 274

Free Union, VA 22940

PLEASE NOTE: If paying by check or money order, please make 

remittance instrument payable to the Libertarian Party.

(No meal included)

on any budget can attend.

¬ A Full convention package (which 
includes access to all events, includ-
ing a terrific luncheon buffet) will cost 
$75.00 if purchased through March 10 
($90.00 if purchased on or after March 
11).

¬ A Basic package (access to the morning 
program, along with morning and after-
noon beverage service) will cost $35.00 
if purchased through March 10 ($50.00 
if purchased on or after March 11).

¬ A Luncheon-Only package, without the 
buffet meal, is $15.

¬ A Business Only package for the Busi-
ness Session from 1:45 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
is free to any Virginia LP member.

To be permitted to vote at the conven-
tion, or to serve in Party office, you must 
be a current contributing member of the 
Libertarian Party of Virginia (that is, you 
have indicated that you are in accord with the 
LPVA Statement of Principles and you have 
donated at least $25 during the last year.

Due to the changes approved by LPVA 

members at the 2006 convention of the 
state party in Charlottesville, those who are 
members of National and not the Virginia LP 
must first join the Virginia LP to get a voting 
credential.

Please note that if you will be joining 
us for the luncheon and you have dietary 
restrictions, we can accommodate reasonable 
requests.  Please be sure to let us know.

For more information about the conven-
tion, please view the convention page now 
available on the LPVa web site:

Convention.LPVA.com

This page will be updated on a regular 
basis.  To register, use the form included 
in this issue of Virginia Liberty.  Payment 
should be made to the Libertarian Party of 
Virginia and sent to:

Convention Committee
PO Box 274
Free Union, VA  22940.  

We look forward to seeing you on Satur-
day, March 29!

Convention Speakers

Speakers, 
clockwise 

from top left: 
Arin Sime, 
Bill Wood, 
Don Tabor,  

Bill Redpath, 
and George 
Marchenko.
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Officers:

Chair - Bill Redpath
827 Anthony Ct. SE
Leesburg, VA 20175
703-802-2978 (w)
703-864-2132 (c)
Chair@LP.org

Vice Chair - Chuck 
Moulton
1036 Hemlock Dr.
Blue Bell, PA 19422
215-768-6812
Vice-Chair@lp.org 

Secretary - Bob Sullentrup
140 Hunters Ridge
St. Charles, MO 63301-
0427
636-946-3227 (h)
rwsully@charter.net 

Treasurer - Aaron Starr
4048 Tucson St.
Simi Valley, CA 93063
805-404-8693 (mobile)
starrcpa@pacbell.net

At-Large Reps:

Angela Keaton
Po Box 34263
Los Angeles, CA 90034
310-729-3760 (h)
angela@liberatedspac
e.com

Patrick Dixon
5002  Sundown St.
Largo Vista, TX 78645
512-267-6473
chair@lptexas.org

Jeremy Keil
5620 S Denis Ct.
New Berlin, WI 53130
414-520-2388
jeremykeil@gmail.com

Dan Karlan
97 Manhattan Ave
Waldwick, NJ 07463
201-444-2846
dankarlan@earthlink.net

Michael Colley
444 Magnolia Dr
Gulf Shores, AL 36542
251-967-4339
Narwhal3@mchsi.com

Regional Reps:

Region 1 - Tony Ryan
4404 S Arden Ave
Sioux Falls, SD 57103
605-336-2985 (h)
Brhtr@aol.com

Region 2 - M Carling
PO Box 368
Palo Alto, CA 94302-0368
650-331-1178 
mcarling@gmail.com 

Region 2 - Mark Hinkle
(408) 779-7922
Mark@garlic.com
 
Region 3 - Emily Salvette
2016 Devonshire RD
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
734-668-2607
salvette@ameritech.net

Region 4 - Bob Barr
Atlanta, GA
770-836-1776
region4@lp.org

Region 5 - Jim Lark
PO Box 274
Free Union, VA 22940
434-973-5958 (h)
jwlark@dellmail.com
 
Region 6 - Wes Benedict
1403B Kenwood Ave
Austin, TX 78704
512-442-4910 (h)
wesliberty@aol.com
 
Region 7 - Hardy Macia
31 Townline Rd
Grand Isle, VT 05458
802-372-9512
hardy@freevermont.org

Chair@LPVA.com
Leonard Harris
9911 Longdale Ave
Glen Allen 23060
804-266-6572

ViceChair@LPVA.com
Jeff Bowles
PO Box 121 
Fincastle 24090
540-473-2030

Secretary@LPVA.com
Marc Montoni
PO Box 71106
Richmond 23255
804-288-2766

Treasurer@LPVA.com
Kevin McKenna
2576 Nicky Ln
Alexandria 22311
703-931-3922

1CDChair@LPVA.com
Kathleen Mullin
2426 Kilpatrick Pl
Dumfries 22026
(tba)

2CDChair@LPVA.com
Mary Buzuma
6587 Stoney Pt N
Norfolk VA 23502-3923
757-461-4699

3CDChair@LPVA.com
Bob Lynch
c/o LPVA Secretary

4CDChair@LPVA.com
Don Tabor
108 W 20th St
Norfolk 23517

5CDChair@LPVA.com
John Munchmeyer
1538 Jarman Lake Rd
Crozet 22932

6CDChair@LPVA.com
Liz Bowles
PO Box 121 
Fincastle 24090
540-473-2030

7CDChair@LPVA.com
George Marchenko
10828 Old Prescott Rd
Richmond 23233
804-421-9136

8CDChair@LPVA.com
Steve Dasbach
2803 Flagmaker Dr
Falls Church 22042
703-241-8436

9CDChair@LPVA.com
James Lark
PO Box 274 
Free Union 22940
434-973-5958

10CDChair@LPVA.com
Wilbur (Bill) Wood
209 Jackson Dr
Berryville 22611
540-955-0733

11CDChair@LPVA.com
Scott Wakeman
10133 Red Spruce Rd
Fairfax VA 22032-3604
703-426-4573

To email the entire 
SCC, use this address: 

SCC-ALL@LPVA.com

LPVA State Central Committee:

Officers and CD Chairs

Libertarian National Committee: 

Officers and Representatives
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LPVA 
Classifieds
Free to all Contributing 

Members!

Why should we give our business to 
Republicrats who go into the voting booth 
and take away life, liberty, and property?  
Let other Libertarians know about your 
business, items for sale, etc., with a free 
ad in Virginia Liberty.  Compose and 
send to: Marc Montoni, PO Box 71106, 
Richmond VA 23255-1106; or via email to 
Freedom@LPVA.com.

LPVA SERVICES

Free Email Forwarders: Get your own 
@LPVA.com Email Forwarding Address.  
The LPVA Communications Committee 
invites all contributing LPVA members to 
pick out a desired address, and we will set 
it up for you -- for free -- as long as you are 
a current contributor to LPVA.  All mail 
sent to your @LPVA.com address will 
forward directly to whatever mailbox you 
specify.  To reserve your forwarder now, 
or to ask more questions, please email 
Freedom@LPVA.com.

ASSOCIATIONS

Seniors: You *don’t* have to support 
the selfish AARP and its fat-government 
agenda.  The focus of Seniors Against 
Federal Extravagance (S-A-F-E.org) is 
the NEXT generation.  Please join us.  
No age limitation.  Send $5 to SAFE, 
214 N Spring Valley Rd., Wilmington, 
DE 19807.  SAFE is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization. Contributions are tax deduct-
ible.  Questions?  Call “The Old Libertar-
ian” Bill Morris, 302-475-7060, or write  
billemerym@aol.com.

EMPLOYMENT

Seeking help?  Like working with Liber-
tarians?  Advertise here!

MEMBER NOTES

If you’re celebrating the birth of your own 
little freedom-fighter, or you just married 
a fellow free-marketeer, or other news of 
a personal nature that you’d like to share 
with your friends in the Libertarian Party, 
send it in to Freedom@LPVA.com.

LP National Committee

Gambles on Vegas

Summarized by Jim Lark
Edited by Marc Montoni

L
PVA members may not be aware that 
there are several levels of the Libertar-
ian Party at which various decisions 

are made.  
 Virginia is part of the national LP’s “Re-
gion 5”.  This region consists of Delaware, 
the District of Columbia, Maryland, Penn-
sylvania, and Virginia; and is represented 
by Jim Lark of Free Union and Pulaski.  The 
following is a brief summary of the actions 
taken at the February 2008 Libertarian 
National Committee meeting in Las Vegas, 
Nevada.

--------------------------------

- Received reports from staff and LP trea-
surer Aaron Starr that indicate (a) LP mem-
bership grew 28% in 2007, (b) the LP is in the 
best financial shape in years, and (c) the LP 
presidential ticket is likely to be on the ballot 
in 48 states.  (At this time, we do not believe 
that we have the resources to place the ticket 
on the ballots in the District of Columbia, 
Oklahoma, and West Virginia.)

- Approved - Approved a resolution that 
called upon the U.S. government to withdraw 

our armed forces from Iraq without undue 
delay.

- Authorized the establishment of a commit-
tee to work on improving outreach to women, 
African-Americans, and gays and lesbians.

- Confirmed Confirmed that the next LNC 
meeting would take place in Denver on May 
22, prior to the LP national convention.

--------------------------------

Have a concern about actions taken by the 
LNC?  To the right is contact information for 
the entire LNC.  Get involved!  This is your 
Party, and you have the right to know how 
it’s being run!

For more information, see the official meet-
ing minutes.  They’re available (once ap-
proved) on the national LP’s web page:

lp.org/organization/archives.shtml

You can also contact the national LP 
Secretary, or your regional representative, 
for a copy of the latest report.  Please see the 
LNC Directory on this page at the top right.

Liberty
Rental Tools
Putting on an information table?  
Leading a parade?  Borrow our 

“stuff” to lend a professional look 
to whatever you or your local LP is 
doing.  LPVA wants to help. Most 
items listed below are available 
for any LPVA affiliate to use  AT 
NO CHARGE, as long as pickup 
& PROMPT, damage-free  return  

arrangements  are made.

NOTE: A DEPOSIT MAY BE 
REQUIRED.

CANOPY: KD Kanopy, 10x10, commercial 
grade canopy.  Blue.  STORAGE LOCA-
TION: Alexandria. Call 703-960-9120 or 
email <JohansenDR@starpower.net>.

CANOPY: 9x9 tent/canopy.  STOR-
AGE LOCATION: Charlottesville.  Call 
Jim Lark, 434-973-5958, or email 
<JWLark@dellmail.com>.

COMPUTERIZED QUIZZES: Carl Milsted’s 
“Quiz2D” quizzes installed on PC’s.  Great 
for booths at youth or tech-oriented events.  
STORAGE LOCATION: Manassas.  Call 
Robert McBride, 703-497-2903, or email 
Robert.K.McBride@verizon.net  [LPVA]

DISPLAY BOARD, TABLETOP: 6’ length.  
Dark Blue in color.  STORAGE LOCATION: 
Alexandria.  Call Dana Johansen, 703-960-
9120 or email <JohansenDR@starpower.n
et>.
HALLOWEEN COSTUME:  “Tax Man and 
His Tax Slaves” costume (Requires 5 to 10 
people).  STORAGE LOCATION: Roanoke. 
Call Andy Akers, 540-387-1094  or email 
<chester89@yahoo.com> to inquire.

NOLAN CHART POSTER (2):  2X3.  
STORAGE LOCATION: Alexandria.  Call 
Dana Johansen, 703-960-9120 or email 
<JohansenDR@starpower.net> to inquire.  
[LPVA]

NOLAN CHART POSTER:  2X3.    LOCA-
TION: Charlottesville.  Jim Lark, 434-973-
5958, or write <JWLark@dellmail.com>.

BANNER:  STORAGE LOCATION: 
Fincastle.  The banner (blue, with 800 num-
ber; also have a tubular frame which supports 
banner above a standard table). Call Liz or 
Jeff Bowles, <liz_bowles@hotmail.com> or 
540-473-3510.

TABLES, 1 - 4 x 4 & 1 - 5 x 2.5:  ALSO: 
1 white TABLE CLOTH & 4 FOLD-
ING CHAIRS.  STORAGE LOCATION: 
Charlottesville.  Call Jim Lark, 434-973-
5958, or email <JWLark@dellmail.com>.

TABLES, 4 x 8 POLY (2):  Perfect for LP in-
formation setups, etc.  Fold-out metal legs.  
Heavy-duty.  Also: 1-25’ Extension Cord, 
heavy-duty; and 1-Power Strip, 6 outlets.   
STORAGE LOCATION: Richmond VA. 
Call Marc Montoni, 804-288-2766, or email 
<Freedom@LPVA.com>. [LPVA] 

LISTING COMPILED FROM THE “ARCHIVES” PAGE ON 
LPVA.COM AND OTHER SOURCES.

If you have useful trade-show type items you’d 
like to add to this list so they can be offered to 

other LPVA activists, please email Marc Montoni 
at <Freedom@LPVA.com> or send a postcard with 
the description of the item and your contact infor-
mation to: Montoni, PO Box 28263, Richmond VA  
23228-0263.  Please indicate whether the item be-

longs to you personally, the LPVA, the local LP, etc.

The average bumper 
sticker is viewed between 
5,000 to 10,000 times per 

year.

Show others your support & 
increase our name recognition.

Sticker measures 4”x6” and is trimmed 
oval.  Prices: 1 for $ 2.75; 2 for $4.50, 
or 5 for $10.00.  Larger quantities: 25 
/ 25.00; 50 / 40.00; 100 / 70.00; 250 
/ $135.00; and 500 / 245.00.  Great 
as rewards for donations or volunteer 
work.

Free shipping and handling!

Contact Marc Guttman 646-265-3469, 
or email Marc_Guttman@yahoo.com

See you on the road!
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Richmond & Vicinity

CHARLES CITY COUNTY: Charles 
City County Libertarians.  Donny Smith, 
<CharlesCityCo@LPVA.com>.

HENRICO COUNTY: Meeting dates 
and times vary.  For more information, 
contact Henrico LP chairman Leonard 
Harris, <Henrico@LPVA.com>., or 804-
266-6572.

RICHMOND:  City of Richmond LP.  
Meeting time & location varies.  Jon 
Walker, <RichmondLP@LPVA.com>, or 
804-915-7175.

Tidewater Area

ACCOMACK COUNTY:  Accomack 
County Libertarians.  Bob Hutchinson 
<Accomack@LPVA.com>.

GLOUCESTER & MATHEWS 
COUNTIES:  Local LP Now form-
ing.  Kevin Arden, 804-693-4004 or 
<Gloucester@LPVA.com>.

NORFOLK:  Tidewater Libertarian Par-
ty.  2nd Monthly meeting, every third Sat-
urday, 8:30 a.m. for breakfast, 9 a.m. for 
the meeting.  The Atlanta Bread Compa-
ny, 675 Phoenix Dr., Virginia Beach.  See 
the TLP web site TidewaterLP.com.  Tom 
Cantrell , <Tidewater@LPVA.com>, or 
757-460-4017.

SUFFOLK:  City Of Suf-
folk Libertarians.  Ken Taylor,  
<Suffolk@LPVA.com>, or 
757-923-1285.

VIRGINIA BEACH:  Tide-
water Libertarian Party.  1st 
Monthly meeting -- every first 
Saturday, 8:30 a.m. for break-
fast, 9 a.m. for the meeting, in 
the private dining room of the Atlanta 
Bread Company (corner of Phoenix Drive 
and Saber Street) in Virginia Beach.  See 
the TLP web site TidewaterLP.com.  Call 
Tom Cantrell, 757-460-4017, or write: , 
<Tidewater@LPVA.com>.

COLLEGE: W&M Libertarians:
<WilliamAndMary@LPVA.com>

Shenandoah
Valley

HARRISONBURG:  Harrisonburg/
Rockingham LP.  Reorganizing.  To 
help, call Joe Rudmin, 540-433-0197 
(h) or 540-568-2784 (w), or write 
<HRLP@LPVA.com>.

PAGE COUNTY: Page County Libertari-
ans.  Dave Switzer <Page@LPVA.com>.
 or 540-843-2057.

SHENANDOAH COUNTY: 
Shenandoah County LP.  Meeting time & 
location varies; call or write for informa-

tion.  Nancy Young, 540-477-2520, or 
write: <ShenandoahCounty@LPVA.co
m>.

WINCHESTER: Winchester Libertar-
ians.  For residents of Winchester, Clarke/
Warren/Frederick Counties.  Monthly 
meetings normally held on the third Tues-
day of each month.  For precise location 
of each month’s meeting, or for other 
information, call or write Bill Wood, 540-
955-0733, or <BlueRidge@LPVA.com>.

COLLEGE:  JMU Libertarians.   - see 
info for Harrisonburg (above) or write 
<JMU@LPVA.com>.

Charlottesville Area

CHARLOTTESVILLE:  Jefferson 
Area Libertarians.  For residents of the 
cities of Charlottesville, Waynesboro, 
Staunton, and the counties of Albemarle, 
Augusta, Fluvanna, Greene, and Nel-
son.  Quarterly business meetings and 
special meetings: time and location by 
announcement. Monthly “Happy Hour”: 

at Mellow Mushroom restaurant 
(1309 W. Main St.), second 
Thursday of each month, 4:30 
p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  Please call Arin 
Sime (434-996-5226) or Jim 
Lark (434-973-5958), or write 
<JAL@LPVA.com>.

CUMBERLAND COUNTY:  
LP  of  Cumberland County.  
Contact: Dwight Baker, 
<Cumberland@LPVA.com>.

ORANGE COUNTY: Orange County 
Libertarians.  Don Ober, 540-672-2793 

COLLEGE: UVA University Libertari-
ans.  ALSO: UVA Students for Individual 
Liberty.  Contact the Liberty Coalition, 
<Liberty@Virginia.edu>, or 434-982-
5016 (voicemail).

Northern Virginia

FAIRFAX COUNTY:  LP of Northern 
Virginia.  Steve Damerell, 703-851-4674, 
or <LPNOVA@LPVA.com>.

FAUQUIER COUNTY:  Fauquier 
County Libertarian Committee.  Walt 
Thiessen at <Fauquier@LPVA.com>

LOUDOUN COUNTY:  LP of Loudoun 
County.  Monthly meeting 4th Tuesdays.  
Location TBA.  Contact David Englert at 
<dmenglert@gmail.com>.

COLLEGE:  GMU College Libertarians: 

Meeting time & location varies. Write:
<CollegeLibertarians@LPVA.com>

Peninsula

ESSEX COUNTY:  North-
ern Neck Libertarians.  
<NorthernNeck@LPVA.com>.

FREDERICKSBURG:  Fred-
ericksburg Area Libertarians.  
JR Stevenson, 540-775-7722, 
or <Fredericksburg@LPVA.c
om>.

Southwest Virginia

LEE COUNTY: Lee County LP -- email  
<LeeCounty@LPVA.com>.

WASHINGTON COUNTY: Contact 
Shawn Phelps via email at <hairborne200
0@yahoo.com>.

COLLEGE:  University of Virginia 
- Wise. Campus contact is ; Kenny New-
berry.  <kenny_newberry@yahoo.com>

Lynchburg and Vicinity

BEDFORD COUNTY: LP of Bedford 
County.  Rebekah Hoskins, 434-609-
0729 or <BedfordCounty@LPVA.com>.

LYNCHBURG:  Lynchburg Libertar-
ians.  For residents of Lynchburg and 
surrounding counties.  Monthly meetings, 
2nd Mondays, 6:30 p.m., Monte Carlo 
Restaurant, 3230 Old Forest Road (across 
from Applebee’s).  Dave Overstreet, 540-
587-7597 or <Lynchburg@LPVA.com>

Roanoke Area

BOTETOURT COUNTY: Botetourt 
County Libertarians.  Liz Bowles, 
<Botetourt@LPVA.com>, or 540-473-
2030.

CRAIG COUNTY:  Libertaran-
Party of Craig County.  Doug Lucas, 
<CraigCounty@LPVA.com>.

FRANKLIN COUNTY: Franklin 
County Libertarians.  Charles Pasley,  
<FranklinCounty@LPVA.com>, or 540-
721-2012.

MARTINSVILLE:  Martinsville Libertarians.    
Re-forming.  <Martinsville@LPVA.com>.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY: New 
River Libertarians.  For residents of 
Montgomery, Giles, Pulaski, and Floyd 
counties.  Monthly meetings are usu-
ally every first Tuesday, Bogen’s Res-
taurant, 622 North Main St, Blacksburg 
at 7:00 PM (social hour starts at 6:00).  
Please contact Jonathan McGlumphy, 
<NewRiver@LPVA.com>, or 540-231-
3708.  Also see the NRL web site at:

www.NewRiverLibertarians.org

ROANOKE COUNTY:   Roanoke Valley 
Libertarian Party.  For members residing 
in Roanoke, Salem, and Roanoke County.  
Monthly meeting, 1st Mondays. 6:30 

p.m., Roanoke County Public 
Library, Hollins branch, 6624 
Peters Creek Rd.  Directions: 
540-561-8024.  Scott Shreck-
hise <JscottShr@aol.com>, or 
540-767-1776.

COLLEGE:  VWCC: Lib-
ertarians of Virginia Western 
Community College:

<VirginiaWestern@LPVA.com>

COLLEGE:  VT: Libertarians at Vir-
ginia Tech.  Jonathan McGlumphy, 
<VT@LPVA.com>, or 540-231-3708.

Southside Virginia

BRUNSWICK COUNTY: LP 
of Brunswick County.  Mike Eck, 
<Brunswick@LPVA.com>

HALIFAX COUNTY: LP of 
Halifax County.  Kelly Shaw, 
<Halifax@LPVA.com> or 434-476-
6022.

LUNENBURG COUNTY: LP of Lunen-
burg County.  Steve Kirkpatrick, 434-
696-1714 or <Lunenburg@LPVA.com>.

Please notify the Newsletter Staff of all updates to this page:
Phone/Fax: 804-288-2766; or <Communications@LPVA.com>

Can’t find a local affiliate for your area? Why not start one?  
Local Affiliate Parties chairman Jim Lark will be happy to assist you.  

Get in touch via <JWLark@dellmail.com> or 434-973-5958.

GET LOCAL!  Libertarian groups around the state By Marc Montoni

THIS SPACE FOR 
RENT!

Starting up a local 
committee?  

New local contact in 
your town?

Get your info
listed here!



Hard 

Copy or 

.pdf?
Did you know that 
Virginia Liberty has 
been online since 
about July 1999?  Did 
you know that you can 
eliminate the paper 
copy that comes to 
your door?

HOW-TO GUIDE: 
Go to www.LPVA.com.  
From that main page, 
click the “Change of 
Address” link on the 
right side.  Then, 
from the “Change” 
page, you may opt to:

- Receive the 
PDF via di-
rect delivery 
to your email 
inbox (fi les 
are currently 
about 1.5 
megs); OR,

- Receive no-
tifi cation by 
email that 
the latest is-
sue has been 
posted to 
LPVA.com for 
you to down-
load, with a 
link provided.

Benefi ts:

- full text 
search capa-
bilities;

- photos and 
any other 
graphics are 
shown in full 
color;

- archive your 
n e w s l e t -
ter on your 
hard drive 
instead of a 
fi le cabinet;

- share with 
friends and 
family at no 
cost.

Listen Live 
Saturdays 4-6pm
RBNLive.com

FreedomWorks!
The Libertarian Perspective

www.Freewebs.com/thefreedomworks

Call in Live: 866-TAN-1340
Saturday mornings - 7 a.m.

Libertarian TV & Radio Showcase

R  Yes!  I want to Join or Renew.
Please continue working to restore liberty and a Constitutional, limited government.

r$10000 Chairman’s Club  r$5000 Torch Club

r$2000 Benefactor Life (nat’l & VA) r$1000 Virginia Patriot

r$500 Patron of Liberty  r$250 Freedom Club

r$100 Minuteman   r$50 Sustaining 
(3 years VA plus 1 yr national)   (1 year VA plus 1 yr national)

r $25 LPVA only    r $25 National only
r $5 STUDENT rate, Virginia LP only  
r $30 STUDENT rate, Sustaining Membership, Virginia and National

r Additional donation to the Virginia LP:   _____________________

r Additional donation for my county or city chapter: $ _____________

r Cash  r Gold or silver r Check or Money Order
      (payable to the Libertarian Party)
r Visa / MasterCard / Discover):

Card #_________________________________________________________

Expiration: ____________/__________3-digit security code _______________

_______________________________________________________________
(Signature:)

r I hereby confi rm that the following statements are true and accurate:

* I am a United States ci� zen or a permanent resident alien.

* This contribu� on is not made from the general treasury funds of a corpora-
� on, labor organiza� on or na� onal bank.

* This contribu� on is not made from the treasury of an en� ty or person who 
is a federal contractor.

* The funds I am dona� ng are not being provided to me by another person or 
en� ty for the purpose of making this contribu� on.

--------------------- Send this form with payment to: ----------------------

Membership Committee
PO Box 28263

Lakeside VA 23228-0263

If paying by credit card, you may fax this form to 804-288-2766.

grant to government the right to regulate 
the lives of individuals and seize the fruits 
of their labor without their consent.

We, on the contrary, deny the right 
of any government to do these things, 
and hold that where governments exist, 
they must not violate the rights of any 
individual: namely, (1) the right to life -- 
accordingly we support the prohibition 
of the initiation of physical force against 
others; (2) the right to liberty of speech 
and action -- accordingly we oppose all 
attempts by government to abridge the 
freedom of speech and press, as well as 
government censorship in any form; and 
(3) the right to property -- accordingly we 
oppose all government interference with 
private property, such as confiscation, 

Statement of Principles - Libertarian Party of Virginia

TOTAL
ENCLOSED: $

*GOVERNMENT MANDATED NOTICE:  Federal law requires poli� cal commi! ees to use best eff orts to collect and report the name, mailing address, oc-
cupa� on and name of employer for each individual whose contribu� ons aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.  Federal law requires poli� cal 
commi! ees to use best eff orts to collect and report the name, mailing address, occupa� on and name of employer for each individual whose contribu� ons 
aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.  IRS regula� ons require us to inform you that contribu� ons to poli� cal commi! ees are not tax deduc� ble.  

*GOVERNMENT MANDATED NOTICE:  PAID FOR AND AUTHORIZED BY THE LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF VIRGINIA, 2576 Nicky Ln., Alexandria VA  22311-1312.  
LEONARD HARRIS, CHAIRMAN.  Not authorized by any federal candidate or federal candidate campaign commi! ee.  Your contribu� on may be used in 
connec� on with federal elec� ons and is subject to the limita� ons and prohibi� ons of the Federal Elec� on Campaign Act.  Contribu� ons that comply with 
the limita� ons and prohibi� ons of the Act will be deposited into the LPVA federal accounts, unless otherwise designated for non–federal purposes, and 
will be used in connec� on with federal elec� ons, and are subject to the above limita� ons and prohibi� ons. Other contribu� ons will be deposited into the 
LPVA non–federal accounts.  

*GOVERNMENT MANDATED NOTICE:  Virginia law requires poli� cal commi! ees to report the name, mailing address, occupa� on and employer name & 
address for individuals whose contribu� ons aggregate in excess of $100 in a calendar year.

We, the members of the Libertar-
ian Party, challenge the cult 
of the omnipotent state and 

defend the rights of the individual. 
We hold that all individuals have 

the right to exercise sole dominion over 
their own lives, and have the right to live 
in whatever manner they choose, so long 
as they do not forcibly interfere with the 
equal right of others to live in whatever 
manner they choose. 

Governments throughout history 
have regularly operated on the opposite 
principle, that the State has the right to 
dispose of the lives of individuals and 
the fruits of their labor. 

Even within the United States, 
all political parties other than our own 

nationalization, and eminent domain, 
and support the prohibition of robbery, 
trespass, fraud, and misrepresentation.

Since governments, when institut-
ed, must not violate individual rights, we 
oppose all interference by government 
in the areas of voluntary and contrac-
tual relations among individuals.

People should not be forced to 
sacrifice their lives and property for the 
benefit of others.

They should be left free by govern-
ment to deal with one another as free 
traders; and the resultant economic 
system, the only one compatible with 
the protection of individual rights, is the 
free market.

VIRGINIA MEMBERSHIP

r I want to support the Libertarian Party of Virginia by becoming a 
member.  I understand that members are residents of Virginia who are 
in accord with the LPVA’s “Statement of Principles” (above) and have 

paid dues of $25 within the past twelve months ($5 if a student).  LPVA 
members may vote at LPVA conventions, seek a seat on Virginia’s 

delegation to the national Convention, and may hold internal LPVA offices. 

NAME: __________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________________________________

CITY:  ____________________________________ STATE _____ ZIP _______________________

PHONE (home)  _____________________  PHONE (work) ________________________________

E-MAIL: _________________________________________________________________________

EMPLOYER *: ____________________________________________________________________

EMPLOYER ADDRESS *: ___________________________________________________________

OCCUPATION *:  __________________________________________________________________
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Signature: __________________________________________________ 

NOTE: If you do not wish to be counted as a 
member, leave the check boxes blank.

Contributors donating at least $50 using this form will automatically receive 
LPNews, the national Party newspaper, and Virginia Liberty from LPVA.

NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP

r I want to support the national Libertarian Party by becoming a 
member.  I understand that members of the Libertarian Party “oppose the 
initiation of force to achieve political or social goals”.  Basic national 
LP membership is free, but by donating $25 or more, I will be considered 

a a “Sustaining’ member and will be 1) counted towards my state’s 
national delegate apportionment and 2) eligible to vote at LP conventions.


