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C L A R K C A L L S F O R A B O L I T I O N O F D R U G E N F O R C E M E N T
ADMINISTRATION: L E G A L I Z A T I O N O F M A R I J U A N A

L iber ta r ian Pres iden t ia l Cand ida te Ed C la rk today ca l led fo r

lega l iza t ion o f mar i juana and the abo l i t ion o f the Federa l Drug
E n f o r c e m e n t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ( D E A ) . I n a s i x p a g e i s s u e s t a t e m e n t

r e l e a s e d f r o m h i s W a s h i n g t o n H e a d q u a r t e r s , C l a r k s a i d I t T h e F e d e r a l

G o v e r n m e n t D r u g E n f o r c e m e n t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n a l o n e , s p e n d s m o r e t h a n

$ 8 0 0 M i l l i o n p e r y e a r e n f o r c i n g d r u g p r o h i b i t i o n " a n d c i t e d r e c e n t

es t imates by the Amer ican Bar Assoc ia t ion tha t near ly fi f ty percent

o f loca l po l i ce t ime is devoted to en forc ing laws aga ins t

c r imes " , mos t p rom inen t among them be ing mar i j uana use .

i n a t ime when i nfla t i on and t he cons tan t l y r i s i ng

c o s t o f g o v e r n m e n t h a s l e f t m a n y A m e r i c a n s t o o p o o r e v e n t o

contemplate such ' luxuries' as buying their own homes or sending

the i r ch i l d ren to the schoo ls o f ' t he i r cho ice , th i s i s su re l y an

unacceptable financia l burden for the American people to bear" .

C l a r k a l s o s a i d t h a t d r u g p r o h i b i t i o n l e a d s t o g r e a t e r c r i m e
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C l a r k s a i d I t

against innocent v ict imes as drug users steal in order to pay the

h i g h e r p r i c e s c a u s e d b y p r o h i b i t i o n . H e c i t e d e v i d e n c e t h a t d r u g

l e g a l i z a t i o n i n G r e a t B r i t a i n h a d r e s u l t e d i n a " v i r t u a l l y
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i n s i g n i fi c a n t ” l e v e l o f d r u g r e l a t e d c r i m e c o m p a r e d t o o v e r h a l f

a b i l l i o n d o l l a r s w o r t h o f d r u g r e l a t e d c r i m e p e r y e a r i n N e w

N e w Y o r k h a s o n e o f t h e n a t i o n ' s s t r i c t e s t
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Y o r k C i t y a l o n e . i - i v

;d r u g l a w s .
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I d o n o t a d v o c a t e t h e u s e o f a n y o f t h e s e ( i l l e g a l )

s u b s t a n c e s , n o r d o I d e f e n d t h e i r v a l u e o r t h e i r e f f e c t o n h e a l t h " ,

b u t h e a d v o c a t e d t h e i r l e g a l i z a t i o n o n p r a c t i c a l o r m o r a l g r o u n d s .

C l a r k s a i d I t

r
- 1

i f "

- 3 0 - ;;. I

r

V

●; ●

t

X «●


