








New York libertarians Blay Tarnoff and 
Bob Goodman were among the attendees to 
the Westchester session of the National 
Health Care Town Meeting, 200 others of 
which were simultaneously held across the 
nation, at 8:00 in the evening ofJanuary 16 at 
the White Plains Hospital auditorium. To 
hear their account, it seems they witnessed 
one step in the decline of the "town meeting" 
in America's political vocabulary. 

Predictably, the gathering was billed as an 
open forum, during which Ms. Lowey's 
constituents were invited to 
share diverging ideas. Equally * 
predictably, ideas diverging 
little from a nationalized insur-

Nita & Friends 
Politboroesque applause. 

Except for heckles and politically incorrect 
applause (at all the "wrong" times) from what 
one fellow guest called "some off-the-wall 
fringe group" called the libertarians. 

"It was embarrassing to find myself 
heckling," said Blay. "It's not the polite Liber
tarian thing to do. And it's increasingly obvious 
that the Democratic Party is simply a sub
division of the Government, I don't begrudge 
the DNC the right to peaceably assemble. 
But this thing was so fixed from the begin-

ning, that the only way I knew 
to get a word of dissent in was 
by just piping up." 

All three plans propose to cut administra
tive overhead by consolidating their bureau
cracy. All three plans also made mention of 
cost-containment measures; without specify
ing what they would entail, each plan stressed 
the importance for the existence of such 
measures. Kind of like how President Bush 
made sure his Civil Rights Reform Act 
wouldn't be a quota bill-by having a clause 
in it saying, 'This is not a quota bill." 

It was evident to Blay what cost contain
ment would mean: "Fee shedules, medicine 
charts, and bureaucratic handbooks replac
ing the expertise of the doctor, and second
guessing his experience." 

ance system got first and best 
attention. 

The event, carried live in 
some locations on C-SPAN, 
had the stamp of the Demo
cratic National Committee 
firmly affixed, said Blay 
Tarnoff. "It was a blatant 
attempt to sink pilings into the 
earth for the health care pack
age they (the Democrats) 
were pushing," he said. 

You didn't have 
to agrel with 
Rep. Nita Lowey 
(D-Harrison) 

At one point, Ms. Lowey 
spoke of the importance of 
preventive medicine (and, of 
course, how it should be 
insured too, "without cost''), 
and how money is saved 
"when we catch the diseases 
early." This, to Bob Goodman, 
was funny. When eyes turned 
at the laughter, he explained, 
"You said, 'when we catch the 
diseases'!" 

Bob's speculation is that the Democrats 
have already made up their mind as to what 
combination of the plans they will introduce 
as a bill, which they will claim, would not be 
possible without the input from the town 
meetings in January. He says they will plan 
for passage in both houses of Congress, only 
to be vetoed by President Bush. Said Bob, 
'They know how stupid and destructive this 
whole scheme is, but they'd rather have the 
political pie on the President's face." 

at the National 
Health Care 
Town Meeting. 

But it helped. The congresswoman retor
ted, "Just wanted to see if you 
were paying attention." 

The bewitching hour, about 10:45, saw 
about 80% of the house empty out fairly swiftly, 
because now the doctors were getting the 
microphone. They lamented the visions of 

The first item on the bill 
was a twenty-minute speech 
from Rep. Lowey regarding 
the problem, the challenge, 
and what her administration has done with 
regard to paving the way for Socialism. Ms. 
Lowey's seat is challenged this November by 
her Republican predecessor, Joe DioGuardi, 
who announced his candidacy recently. 
Whether Mr. DioGuardi was in attendence 
that evening was not clear at press time. 

This was followed by what Blay called "a 
slick, slick video" produced by the DNC, a 
direct appeal to the emotions (since an appeal 
to reason was no doubt beyond the budget of 
even the Democrats). The bulk of the shots 
were interviews of people from the heartland 
wringing their hands, fighting back tears, and 
lamenting how bad the economy has been, 
and how awful life would be for them not to 
get free health care. The sight of 200 well-fed 
Democrat-types wagging their heads and 
risking filled Blay with ennui. 

Next came a full hour of "invited speakers," 
whose appearance at the microphones was 
enlisted weeks in advance. Indeed, a woman 
who sat near our two emissaries was 
promised by mail six weeks previous as being 
the sixth speaker. She was eventually thirty
sixth. To a person, these speakers, among 
whom were sympathetic doctors, labor union 
dignitaries, and the usual Left entourage, 
praised the different features of the plan in its 
current form, followed each time with polite, 

On the table were three 
different plans, which 

appeared equally statist to our LP frontmen. 
The first plan had every citizen eligible for 
Medicare. The second, called Play or Pay, 
gave the "choice" to employers to either 
provide health care insurance of a certain set 
of criteria or submit to a tax to help pay for 
Medicare. The third, and one which carried 
the most favor here, was called Single 
Payer-that payer being government, which 
ensures all health care with participation of 
existing carriers. 

the bureaucratic requirements, the forms, the 
rigid laws and regulations, and other obsta
cles uniquely in the way of the health profes
sional. In other issues in other town meetings 
it's easy to picture them taking the statist side 
against some other infringed professional 
group; for now, the defense of theirs was 
paramount and understandable. But by that 
time, they were preaching to the converted. 

There was moving testimony to be heard 
here, too. A pediatrician (speaker 36 from 
above) told how her practice would be dam-
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Lucky You Weren't in Queens missed the scrutiny of the 
congressman. It went some
thing like, "Are you aware 
that the FDA is supressing 
many useful treatments? 
Wouldn't it be better if go
vernment got out of the way?" 

The Town Meeting on 
Medical Insurance held 
simultaneously in the bo
rough of Queens, according 
to a conversation Bob had 
with one libertarian who 
attended, was even more 
rigged than Westchester's. 
The host, Congressman 
Manton, asked that ques
tions be submitted in 
writing. He gathered them 
together and proceeded to 
read them and answer them, 
promising not to pick and 
choose the questions, but 
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obviously doing just that 
The screams of indignation 
from the whole audience
evidently even pro-statists
were more in keeping with a 
Big Apple municipal hear
ing. Questions were being 
yelled,butMr.Mantonjust 
kept barking, ''You want to 
answer a question, submit 
them!" To which the crowd, 
as one, yelled, "We did!" 
Petitions many signatures 
long could be seen waving in 
the breeze. 

The libertarian's question 

Mr. Manton, after a 
pause, deftly reformulated 
the question into one he'd 
rather she asked, and pro
ceeded to answer it. The 
libertarian restated the 
question, saying she meant 
it as she wrote it. 

Wordlessly, Congress
man Manton went on to the 
next question. 






