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The crisis of our time is acrisis of government. The'^astTfew'decades have

seen an increase of state power so unprecedented that goveirnment-how presents a'
severe danger both to the health of our society and the cont inued existence of our
f reedom. Increas ing ly, as recent news repor ts at test , government*haS'become

■v i o l a t o r o f o u r c i v i l l i b e r t i e s . S i m u l t a n e o u s l y, t h o s e i n s t i t u t i d t t f c a n d - s e r v i c e s
owned or most heavily regulated by the state are fail ing to meet' the'needS'* of our

■I’ citizens, with major crises and dislocations as the result. In hidspitals,'as. in
health care in general; in energy production; in transportation; in law'enforcement;
a n d i n w e l f a r e , t o n a m e b u t a f e w a r e a s , t h e s t a t e h a s s o i n t r u d e d i n t o » * i u r l i v e s
that i t now presents both an inconvenience and adanger.

a
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A s L i b e r t a r i a n s , i t i s o u r c o n t e n t i o n t h a t g o v e r n m e n t - r a t h e r t h a r i i t h e ;
' f r e q u e n t l y - c i t e d s c a p e g o a t o f f r e e e n t e r p r i s e - i s a t t h e r o o t o f t h e s e c r i s e s - , * I t

causes the s ick to be cared fo r a t exhorb i tan t ra tes , i f a t a l l ; energy shor tages
●to occur; subways and roads to become overcrowded and dangerous; crime to flourish;

and increasing numbers of people to l ive off o f the earn ings of others. Werei , the
government to be Eliminated from these and other areas, these problems would either
d isappear o r become s ign ifican t l y d im in i shed in scope and sever i t y. Accord ing ly,
i n o rde r tha t t h i s goa l m igh t be e f fec ted , the F ree L ibe r ta r i an Par t y p ledges i t se l f

‘to implement the program outlined in the following platform.

ACTION ICRIME^ CIVIL ORDER AND CTVIL_LIBERTIES

Nowhere is the present cr is is c learer than in the matter of cr ime, where
government has not on ly fa i led in i ts most fundamenta l ro le - the prevent ion e f
crime -but has in many respects caused and encouraged crime, and prevented indivi¬
d u a l s f r o m d e f e n d i n g ^ t h e m s e l v e s a g a i n s t i t .

The FLP holds that the only possible legi t imate funct ions of government are
those which defend c i t izens f rom aggress ion by others. We hold a lso that the gtvem-
ment I tse l f can eas i ly become the worst aggressor o f a l l , and that a l l c i t izens must
therefore maintain constant watch over the government designed to protect them, lest
i t become the i r most dangerous enemy. There fore the fi rs t task o f th is p la t fo rm is
to define concepts by which crime may be minimized ind l iberty maximized, in order
to ach ieve that t rue c iv i l order which can ex is t on ly in the absence of force or
v i o l e n c e f r o m a n y d i r e c t i o n .

1

P r i n c i p l e s o f L a w

The only proper purpose of any law is to prevent indiv iduals f rom successfu l ly
c o m m i t t i n g a g g r e s s i v e a c t i v i t y a g a i n s t o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l s . B y a g g r e s s i v e a c t i v i t y w e
mean del iberate or reckless damage done to person or property, including murder,
phys i ca l assau l t , t he f t , and such J jQd i ree t - fo rmsh-o f the f t as f raud , v io la t l en f f

-ddhtracts iand refusal..to_,pay:._for unintentional damage.

L i b e r t a r i a n s t h e r e f o r e i n s i s t t h a t a l l l a w m u s t b e p r o h i b i t i v e r a t h e r t h a n
presc r ip t i ve . I t s pu rpose i s no t t o te l l men how they shou ld l i ve , ‘ bu t i mere l y t#
prev feh t them f rom in te r fe r ing aggress ive ly w i th the l i ves o f o thers .

< r
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The basic principles of law should be prevention and restitution. T h u s , c o n ¬
victed criminals should be required to reimburse their victims for the cost of their
crimes; they should be further required to pay the cost of their arrest, trial, and
detention, in order that the entire machirxery of enforcement be financially self-
supporting so far as possible.

C a u s e s a n d P r e v e n t i o n o f C r i m e

The present failure of our legal system has been produced, in large part, from
gross misunderstanding of the causes of crime. Such explanations as poverty, lack
of education, or racial discrimination are at best erroneous and at worst intention¬
ally misleading. In recent decades, all of these
while their "effect," crime, has increased,
removal of some particular social condition would wipe out crime. The most general
cause of crime is that the desires of people, rich or poor, usually exceed what
t h e i r I n c o m e a l l o w s t h e m ,
o f t h e m w i l l t r y.
t o b e e l i m i n a t e d .

have been decreasing.
I t i s a n e r r o r t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h e

c a u s e s

1

If they think they can get more by the use of force.
This situation is not likely to change, and crime is not likely
There are, however, several ways in which it might be reduced.

s o m e

Many of the things,that are called crimes do not involve aggression against
a n y o n e , a n d s h o u l d n o t b e c r i m e s . R e m o v i n g t h e l a w s a g a i n s t t h e m w d u l d f r e e t h e
judicial system from atremendous burden of useless cases and render it more efficient
in performing its proper functions. More important, it would also free the numerous
victims of such laws from having their lives interferred with -from being harassed,
arrested, imprisoned -for activities which are properly their own concern.

I

There is another way in which improper laws cause cfime, especially in New
York City. The laws which make drugs illegal also make them very expensive; addicts
must steal large sums, and assault countless citizens, in order to maintain their
habit* 'Were.-guch drugs ,legal, they would be far cheaper; few'addicts would need to
r e s o r t t o c r i m e , j u s t , a s . f e w a l c o h o l i c s d o n o w .

I

Thus the laws against drugs have
unintedtionally produced alarge part of the street crime of the city of New York,

-'There is another important way in y^hich government increases crime. The right
of self-defense-'rests originally in the individual citizen; it is exercised by ,
government only as his agent. Thus there should be no restrictions on the right of
the individual citizen to defend himself, so long as he does not violate the rights
o f o the rs . Th i s i nc ludes the r i gh t t o bea r a rms ,
owners to protect their property should be expanded, and there should be no restr ic¬
tions on the right of private police agencies to offer and provide protection to
their clients, as long as they commit no acts of aggression. The effect of all
these changes in the law would be to make it easier for victims of crime to defend
themselves, and.thus to make crime more risky, and therefore less profitable. This
w o u l d r e d « c e ' c r i m e .

F u r t h e r , t h e l e g a l r i g h t s o f i
I

Indiv idual Rights and the L imi tat ion of Government

It has been stressed throughout this section that many of our present laws are
impfOpSY and' should be repealed. Although such repeal would do much to decrease
crime, by far the most important reason for wiping out the laws in question is that
they violate the individual r ights of cit izens,
of aggressive activity, which is precisely what law should prevent, not perpetuate.
In the fo l lowing paragraphs, these "c r imes wi thout v ic t ims" w i l l be i temized and
d i s c u s s e d .

They a re there fo re avery rea l fo rm

The possessrlon, sale, purchase, and use of drugs is avictimless crime because,
whether not drugs injure their users, no force or aggression is involved in their
voluntary use or purchase.

Prostitution is avictimless crime because it clearly depends on the voluntary
p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f b o t h p a r t i e s .

f ■

Gambling is an activity the prohibition of which is particularly hypocritical
in New York State, where the government itself encourages it through the legalized
channe ls o f t he l o t t e ry and O f f -Track -Be t t i ng . i

Pornography. is no a f fa i r o f the government . Laws aga ins t i t a re a t tempts to
p resc r ibe mora l behav io r, wh ich i s no t aproper func t ion o f l aw.
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Abo r t i on i s no t t he gove rnmen t ' s conce rn . I t s p roh ib i t i on o r i g ina ted as an
atten^t to protect women, "for their own good," from the dangers of ahazardous opera¬
tion; it has been preserved as an attempt to prescribe morality through law.

Sexual activity between or among consenting adults depends uppp the consent of
the participants. Laws against various sexual acts or preferences, heterosexual or
homosexual, are blatant violations of the individual's right to live in any non-
agg ress i ve manne r he chooses .

●●' ● i’f.

Laws against the ownership of anything, from gold to guns, are violations of
the rights of individuals. Possession can Wevet be an act of aggression, and only
aggressive actions can properly be prohibited by law.J r .

Unfortunately, legislating against non-dgiressiveactipns is not the only way
in which government violates the rights of its Oitlzens. Goyernrapnt pot only pro¬
hibits non-aggressive action!?, it also performs aggressive actions, ,Fpr this reason,
support the limitation of certain illegitimate powersiof the government.;

.'■■'■7' I . "

Thei government has no business interfering Withi(the. execution p^c.^any contract
freely entered into by its citizens, sd''iong-as hoi aggression is: inyoiyed,', por has it
any business setting the terms on which contracts must be made. Most supp instances
will be discussed later under the heading of "Economic Issues," but one important
instance must be considered here. -hta^riage 7s>fa contract, the terms of which should
be entirely at the discretion of the participants. The government should have
nothing to say about the number or sex 'df '^thOse participants.,, no,i; about ,the conditions
o f d i sso lu t i on o f t he , con t rac t s - t ha t i s■ t he g rounds . , fC r -d i vo rce

● T

I .

ViThe governmentihas no,legitimate right to confiscate ^private;property, The
exercise‘of the?,pripciplp of, eminent domain is an aggressive' act-by-gO'^ornment.,,

imprisoned in acCordancp with, law gives
P r i s o n e r s s h o u l d i t h e r e f o r e r e t a i n

1 ● ●

- r
The- -fac t.that ap individual has

the government ,nb .'right- to violate^ his'.'tights.
their civili liberties; government should be permitted to exercise force against them
only in3ofar i -as j ; i t i s necessary in order to execute the i r sentence,
particularly, .opposed to ..the practice of depriving former prisoners of some of their
c i v i l l i i b e r t t l e a .

T h e F L P i s

●.’j
●' /;

F a r w o r s e t h a n t h e t r e a t m e n t o f c r i m i n a l s i s t h e t r e a t m e n t o f m a n y p e r s o n s c o n - ,
fined-becauserof "mental illpess," Many such persons are virtual prisoners, with no
recourse fcdndue;process.,of law, although they have committed no aggression against
any one IThe:FLPical Is for the complete reconstruction of'the legal provisions,for
the tteatipent df ’the;-''mentally ill" in order to insure that no citizen shall have
his rightsiviolated merely because he does not conform to someone else's standard of

normal" or "healthy" .behavior. .. , f - . ,

● - The invasion of pviyacy ,is an increasing problem; both private and governmental
agencies; are: responsible., ,W;hep performed privately, it usually involves some form; of
trespass; tampering with personal property, or violation eontracts; it should thus be
subject to prosecution under appropriate sorts of laws, 'It is more difficult to
deal wi th when performed by governmental agencies, s ince-these have t radi t ional ly
regarded themselves as somehow above the law. In order to curb such, governmental
act iv i t ies, the law should be a l tered, where necessary, to prov ide that , government
s h a l l n o t b e a l l o w e d t o c o m m i t a c t i o n s w h i c h a r e i l l e g a l w h e n p e r f o r m e d b y p r i v a t e
cit izens jand ● to r iestructure enforcement, procedures so that governmental agencies
shall have no de. facto immunity froiri*prosecution for trespassing, tampering, with
property, ;or coepcing .private businesses or individuals to violate the confidence of
the i r c l ien ts , p r, assp ic ia tesThe bas ic p r inc ip le shou ld be tha t the ; mere susp ic ion ,
that someone may be.cpramitfing dr may in the future commit acrime is np ,ju,stffica-
t i o n f o r v i o l a t i n g h i s . i n d f v l d u a l r i g h t s .

Ainew and impor tant area of governmenta l in ter ference is in the contro l o f
po l lu t i on ; 'Wh i le we recogn ize po l lu t i on as aser ious th rea ts to hea l th and p roper ty,
we do not believe that the solution is for government to!decide who may or may not ,
pol lu te. Pol lu t ion should instead be regarded as an i r i jury done to whomever i t harms,
and be prosecuted as such,in the courts. Government should at most enact laws
sett lng>: standards for determining the real i ty and extent) of: , such violat ions, ,Con-
vipfced offenders should-be treated in the same way as persons convicted of other, acts
of comparable severity; those who have intentionally dohe-Jdamage, and thus (loppitted
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Government Re^lati^n ^nd Lic£ns_ing

In New York State, and especially in New York City, high prices and poor ser¬
v i c e a ^ e f r e q u e n t l y t h e r e s u l t o f l a w s p r e v e n t i n g p e o p l e f r o m g o i n g i n t o s o m e b u s i ¬
n e s s o r p r o f e s s i o n , o r c o n t r o l l i n g h o w t h e y m u s t c o n d u c t t h e i r b u s i n e s s . F o r ’
i n s t a n c e :

Tr a n s p o r t ; Afi rm mu s t h a ve a f r a n ch i se b e fo re i t i s p e rm i t t e d t o o p e ra te , a
b u s l i n e . C a b o w n e r s i n N e w Yo r k C i t y m u s t p u r c h a s e a m e d a l l i o n , c o s t i n g m a n y . t h o u ¬
sands o f do l l a r s , be fo re t he i r cab i s pe rm i t t ed t o p i ck up cus tomers On , s . t r ee t .
Cabs are not permitted to cot’^theiruptices; in order to attract custqroe^s, nor are
they permi t ted to act as j i tneys, running regular routes a long which they p ick up
and d ischarge passengers , as is done lega l ly in Some fore ign c i t ies , and i l lega l ly
i n some Amer i can c i t i es . We suppor t t he abo l i t i on o f a l l t hese res t r i c t i ons . Regu¬
l a t i o n o f c a b s a n d b u s l i n e s s h o u l d b e l i m i t e d t o , a t m o s t , a p r o v i s i o n i d e n t i f y i n g
those that charge "standard" rates and meet other ci ty requirements. ' , Customers
would then be free to choose between such city approved cabs and their unapproved
c o m p e t i t o r s .

Housing and Construction: The cons t ruc t i on codes o f t he c i t y o f New Yo rk have
little, Tf~a*ny, relevance to the actual requirements of safety -their main purpose
seems to be.to insure alarge income to those who are supposed to enforce them, and
to protect the building trades'by banning new labor-saving technology,~from the city.
A s a r e s u l t , t h e y g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e t h e c o s t o f b u i l d i n g . A l l c o n s t r u c t i o n c o d e s
should be,^abolished. Quality in construction will then ’be enforcedv, as| it is in
most non-vt rban areas, by the fact that nob'bdy wi l l pay very much for bui ld ing that
i s f a l l i n g d o v m . T h a t i s a n e s p e c i a l l y ' e f f e c t i v e w a y o f e n f o r c i n g q u a l i t y i n u r b a n
areas, where the purchasers o f bu i ld ings are usua l ly la rge fi rms, per fec t ly capab le
o f eva lua t i ng qua l i t y f o r t hemse lves ,

- i ' '

Zoningilaws frequently prevent, l.sqdj.from being used efficiently, and sometimes,
especially in New York City, .prevent, it j^tiqm being used at all. As New York demon¬
strated severity years ago, and as. Dallq^, continues to demonstrate, on asmaller
scale, todayj the market can and wifi,,efficiently allocate'Sand without government
i n t e r f e r e n c e . W e a d v o c a t e t h e a b o l i t i o n o f a l l z o n i n g l a w s .

Licensing: The l i cens ing o f numerous, pro fess ions, such as phys ic ians, carpen¬
ters, plumbers, and lawyers, is widely accepted as necessary'in order to protect
consumers f rom incompetents . Such l icens ing is in fac t advocated, lobb ied for, and
controlled, almost exclusively by the professions being licensed. In most cases it
serves the interest of those. prpfq^w^nSiJbvvJceeping down the number of doctors, car-
pentet's, or whatever, and thus alfowinĝ ,exlit:in̂  members of the profession to charge
high p r i ces . A l l such l i cens ing shou ld be e i thehr abo l i shed en t i re l y, o r rep laced by
c e r t i fi c a t i o n . I n t h e l a t t e r c a s e , a p r o f e s s i o n a l w o u l d b e r e q u i r e d t o i n f o r m h i s
customers as to whether the state had cert ified his competence; the customers would
then be f ree to fo l low the s ta te 's judgement o r to ignore i t .

The same pr inc ip le should apply to the l icensing of restaurants and other
businesses. Ci ty or state governments should, at the most, inform the customers as
to which^-’businesses they approve of, leaving the customers free to patronize which¬
ever ones they prefer. Restaurants that poisoned their customers would still be
sub jec t to c i v i l su i t s o r, i n ex t reme cases , charges o f c r im ina l neg l igence .

C o n t r a c t s , F r a u d a n d C o n s u m e r P r o t e c t i o n

T h e b e s t d e f e n s e s a c o n s u m e r h a s a g a i n s t d i s h o n e s t o r i n c o m p e t e n t b u s i n e s s m e n
are other businessmen, and the courts. Compet i t ion and an effect ive system of
c o u r t s f o r t h e e n f o r c e m e n t o f c o n t r a c t s a r e t h e b e s t j n e a n s o f p r e v e n t i n g f r a u d . T h e
best th ing the government can do for compet i t ion is to s top prevent ing i t . We
suppor t the repea l o f laws tha t l im i t the adver t i s ing o f p rescr ip t ion d rugs and
o t h e r p r o d u c t s . G o v e r n m e n t c a n b e s t i m p r o v e t h e s e r v i c e s o f i t s c o u r t s b y r e s t r i c t ¬
i n g t h e i r d u t i e s t o t h e e n f o r c e m e n t o f c o n t r a c t s a n d t h e p u n i s h i n g o f c o e r c i o n ,
f r e e i n g t h e m f r o m o t h e r d u t i e s , a s s u g g e s t e d e l s e w h e r e i n t h i s p l a t f o r m .

v ;

● ' f t ? :
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T a x a t i o n

^oppose taxation because it involves the confiscation of money from people
without their consent, results in the uneconomic use of the funds so collected,
and denies to individuals the right to decide how the money they have earned will be
spent. We favor the abolition of all taxation; ^nd, -'S an interim measure, are¬
quirement that all government services pay their own way and in no way involve the
redistribution of legitimately earned income. We propose the ins t i tu t ion o f asys¬
tem of tax credits under which acitizen who purchases aservice, usually provided
by the government, from aprivate agency instead, would be entitled to deduct the
full cost of the service from his final tax bill.

W e l f a r e

*-dday exerts apervasive influence on the life of every American, and
threateris to bankrupt many local governments. As Libertarians, we consider the wel¬
fare system to be not only intrinsically unjust, but -also of more haro than benefit.
We include within the welfare system not only individuals receiving government
assistance, but also those industries and corporations which have used their influ¬
ence with government officials to obtain special subsidies; tariffs, regulations
and the like: We hold that'such asystem cannot be justified and should be abol¬
ished as rapidly as possible, because it redistributes priv-’te wealth, prevents
free competition, and destroys the economic and social incentives for hard work
and creative effort which are essential for the continued existence of freedom
prosperity,for all Americans. We totally reject the concept’of aguaranteed annual
income, as this would involve guaranteeing money to the indolent ̂ t the expense of
workers who have the right to keep the income they earn and to spend it as they
w i s h .

a n d

As interim reforms, until the welfare system can be totally abolished,
support changes in it to provide tax credits for businesses to train welfare recipi¬
ents for jobs; to require comprehensive examination of eligibilityr standards for
welfare; to wave minimum wage laws for recipients who receive on-the-job training;
and to permit retention by employed recipients of asufficiently 1-rge portion of
their welfare payments to encourage them to become ultimately self‘-supporting.

w e

SECTION III: GOVERraffiNT SpVICES AND INSTITUTIOÎ
We hold that agovernment which provides any goods and services to its

citizens beyond those needed to protect them from, coercion is necessarily acting in
amanner inimical to the security of individual; rights. Accordingly, we .assert,
that the production and distribution of all goods and services must be:left entirely,
in private hands; that every consumer is the best and only judge of his own needs^,
goals and standards; and that any owner has the right to buy, use or sell any
commodity in any manner he -and only he -sees fit, on the sole condition that in :
doing so he not aggress against the rights of anyone else.

'^ E d u c a t i o n

Few institutions are regarded with such wide-spread disillusionment as our
educational system. It is attacked as archaic, irrelevant -nd irresponsible by
liberals and conservatives, young and old, rich and poor. The sad fact is that it
is meeting neither the personal needs of its students, nor the practical criteria
o f e c o n o m i c v i a b i l i t y,
from the use of government coercion, and that the solution to the present
t o e l i m i n a t e a l l c o e r c i o n .

A s L i b e r t a r i a n s , w e h o l d t h a t m o s t o f i t s f a i l u r e s s t e m
c r i s i s i s

We therefore propose the fo l lowing:

The first and foremost form of coercion in education consists in forcing
students to go to school against their will. We favor the repeal of al l compulsory

c - o r i r t r o b i i v - t i o n , . I t1  .,1 U. „;tl ,
Should be aservice offered to those who desire it.

■ T ! 1 _

As aservice, education should be paid for by its recipients. We oppose
coercive financing of education by taxation or any other involuntary means.

Just as government should not force anyone to go to school, so should it not
force schools to conform to any imposed standards. The only w-y educational insti-
sutions can serve the needs of their clients is for their standards to be determined
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s o l e l y b y t h e d e m a n d s o f t h o s e c l i e n t s ,
v a r i e t y o f e d u c a t i o n a l o f f e r i n g s w h i c h r e l a t e t o t h e r e a l s p e c t r u m o f s o c i a l n e e d s .
W h e n e d u c a t i o n a l s u p p l y i s d e t e r m i n e d b y d e m a n d , w e w i l l fi n a l l y e s c a p e t h e d e ¬
p lorab le cur rent s i tuat ion in which many s tudents ape forced in to an 'educat iona l
m o l d w h i c h i s v a l u e l e s s f o r t h e m w h i l e o t h e r s , a r e l e f t v i r t u a l l y u n e d u c a t e d .

A n d o n l y i n t h i s w a y w i l l t h e r e e v o l v e a

i C ' ! ; ' ● I ●

Education should not be'a coercive"' instrument for; the achievement of social
o r p o l i t i c a l g o a l s . N o l a w s w h i c h a t t e m p t t o e n f o r c e o r p r o h i b i t r a c i a l i n t e g r a t i o n
in educa t i ona l i ns t i t u t i ons shou ld be to le ra ted . Nor shou ld the re be any l ega l
r e s t r i c t i o n s u p o n c o u r s e m a t e r i a l s f o r r e a s o n s o f p o l i t i c a l , r e l i g i o u s o r m o r a l
c o n t e n t .

Whi le we advocate thfe replacement of governmental ly control led schools with
private ones, we realize that this cannot be done overnight. A ® ' a ^ i i n a t t e r o f
pr ior i ty in the in ter im,y; the most urgent need is to decrease the. imposi t ion of
governmental s tandards 'on ex is t ing schools and to encourage decentra l izat ion of the
publ ic school systemi to i ' the-greatest possib le extent . .One way in which th is could
be done is by the implementation of avoucher system,

d e a l t h t a r e
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While we .realize that atotal-solution to the problem of providing adequate
h e a l t h c a r e t o e v e r y o n e m a y n e v e r b e f o u n d , w e d e n y t h a t t h i s p r o b l e m i s a c o n c e r n
o f t h e s t a t e , a n d b e l i e v e t h a t t h e i n t r u s i o n o f g o v e r n m e n t i n t o t h i s fi e l d o n l y
w o r s e n s m a t t e r s . T h e p r a c t i c e o f l i c e n s i n g p h y s i c i a n s a n d o t h e r m e d i c a l p e r s o n n e l ,
f o r e x a m p l e , s e r v e s t o l i m i t t h e n u m b e r o f p e o p l e p r a c t i c i n g i n t h e s e fi e l d s , a n d
b i d s u p t h e c o s t o f t h e i r s e r v i c e s . B y r e d u c i n g o r e l i m i n a t i n g t h e c o s t o f m e d i c a l
c a r e f o r s o m e , g o v e r n m e n t h e a l t h p l a n s c r e a t e a n a r t i fi c i a l d e m a n d , w h i c h i n j u r e s
t h o s e i n g e n u i n e n e e d o f c a r e , w h i l e i n c r e a s i n g t a x e s f o r t h e c i t i z e n r y a t l a r g e .
W e a l s o d e n y t h a t t h e s t a t e o r a n y p e r s o n h a s t h e r i g h t t o f o r c e t h e h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n
o f a n y o n e s u f f e r i n g f r o m a " m e n t a l i l l n e s s " i n t h e a b s e n c e o f c o v e r t a c t s c o m m i t t e d
b y t h a t p e r s o n w h i c h i n f r i n g e o n t h e r i g h t s o f o t h e r s . T h e F r e e L i b e r t a r i a n P a r t y
is ’ppposed to any government in tervent ion in the fie ld o f hea l th care, and ho lds
tha t p r i va te ins t i tu t ions , char i t i es and insurance p lans can adequate ly meet the
health care needs of the people of New York State.

Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n

B e c a u s e w e b e l i e v e t h a t a l l p r o p e r t y - e x c e p t p e r h a p s t h a t w h i c h a g o v e r n m e n t
m i g h t n e e d t o p r o t e c t c i t i z e n s a g a i n s t a g g r e s s i v e a c t i v i t y - s h o u l d b e p r i v a t e l y
o w n e d , w e f a v o r t h e s a l e o f a l l m e a n s o f t r a n s p o r t , i n c l u d i n g s u b w a y s a n d b u s s e s ,
and a l l s t ree ts , h igh i^ays , b r idges, tunne ls and s imi la r thoroughfares to corpora¬
t ions and p r i va te c i t i zens . We be l i eve tha t such apo l i cy w i l l make fo r more
e f fi c i e n t a n d r a t i o n a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , a s d e c i s i o n s b y t h e o w n e r s a n d b u i l d e r s o f
thoroughfares wil l be made in response to market demand, rather than special
i n t e r e s t - g r o u p p r e s s u r e s .

S a n i t a t i o n F i r £ F i g h t i n g

When governments perform services for their c i t izens, they usual ly do so
i n e f fi c i e n t l y, a t h i g h c o s t , a n d b y d e n y i n g i n d i v i d u a l s t h e r i g h t t o c h o o s e . We
hold that serv ices such as san i ta t ion and fire fight ing shou ld be per formed by
c i t i zens t hemse l ves , o r con t rac tua l l y, by t he i r h i r ed agen ts . To make th i s poss ib l e
w e f a v o r t h e i m m e d i a t e r e m o v a l o f g o v e r n m e n t m o n o p o l i e s o v e r t h e s e a n d s i m i l a r
serv ices; and, as an in ter im measure, the ins t i tu t ion by government o f acharge for
a n y s e r v i c e i t s h o u l d p e r f o r m s u f fi c i e n t t o c o v e r i t s c o s t .

P u b l i c L a n d s a n d A s s e t s

Land, like any other commodity, to be legitimately owned must be privately
We therefore propose that no more land be brought into the public domain,o w n e d .

and that the land now belonging to the government be sold to the public; and en¬
dorse the concept that pr ivate ownership can provide parks and recreat ion areas
adequate to the needs of the people of New York State,
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In the arts, as in any other, field of human endeavor, no man has the right to
asubsidy, or,to unearned wealth. Accordingly, we propose the abolition of the
State Council on the Arts, and the cessation of any form of governmental aid to the
arts and all other forms of recreational or educational activity.

D e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n a n d S e c e s s i o n

The struggle to create a free society will be along and arduous one, and in
recognition of this fact, we support certain^lnterim measures which, while nott h e m s e l v e s t h e m e a s u r e s o f, 3 s o c i e t y , a r e . s t e p s i n t h e r i g h t d i r e c t i o n ,
among these are.the dual concepts of decentralization and secession. We hold that
goverments and their agencies -if and where these exist -ought to be as close to
individual citizens as possible, so as to make for the highest possible degree of
accountability. We also hold that any group of citizens has the right to seceed
from alarger governing unit and fonn înother, more localized and accountable
for such bodies are more likely to respect the rights of the individual than
the i r pa ren t bod ies .

C h i e f

o n e ,
a r e

I

We also believe that the threat of secession will force
governments to. behave responsibly, as only by doing so will they be able to
success fu l l y compete fo r c i t i zens .
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