
Another presidential election has come and gone, 
certainly one of the most contentious races run in 
many decades. Something in the air seemed par-

ticularly different this time, a deep rift affecting not only party 
hacks and regulars, but dividing the American psyche itself.

This time an undercurrent of urgency reached to the 
average person, people who usually donôt care much one 
way or the other about politics were vested with the feeling 
that this election was utterly pivotal in directing the course of 
our country for decades to come.

Conspiracy theories ran rampant in pop culture, alleging 
everything from an Iraqi war to steal its oil, to the President 
himself having ordered the 9-11 attacks personally. 

We were treated to Michael Mooreôs Fahrenheit 911; 
a Republican Convention featuring a Senator/speaker 

who challenged a news reporter to a death duel on the 
air; popular internet þash animation musicals irreverently 
mocking the candidates and their respective entourages; 
images of John Kerry throwing his purple hearts at the 
White House and mocking his wafþing position on Iraq; the 
CEO of the company who mfrôs electronic voting machines 
assuring his listeners that he will deliver a win for Bush in 
Ohio (joined later by the Ohio Secretary of State boasting 
the same). This election was more a circus of semantics, 
showmanship,  and posturing than one of substance.

In the aftermath, the controversy continued. Democratic 
hopes, fed by early exit polls showing a clear win for Kerry 
evaporated in light of ýnal counts, Ohio being the clincher 
state.

Infrequent voters, minority voters, and people exposed 
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WHERE WEôRE GOING AND HOW WEôLL GET THERE

by Gary Donoyan
LPNY Political Director

We all want a libertarian society, at least, 
a more libertarian society. There are 
plenty of libertarian organizations in 

this country that also want that. Ours is the one 
that has been designated to use the system known 
as the electoral process to seek to reach that 
goal. All of our activities and positions should 
be decided on and enacted with that in mind.

For us, the most significant obstacle to the attain-
ment of a more libertarian society, is the govern-
ment of the U.S.A., and the fact that it is currently 
controlled by the Republican Party. The other ñmajor 
party,ò the Democratic Party, is even less likely to 
facilitate the transformation of our society into a 
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SIX WEEKS AFTER ELECTION DAY

by Donald Silberger
NY Libertarian Candidate for US Senate (2004)

Thanks! Scores of people support-
ed my campaign. A total of over 
ten thousand dollars was delivered 

into its coffers. That is significant grass-
roots money to come from merely eight hun-
dred dues-paying NY State Libertarians. 

The $10K is the more remarkable consid-
ering the tepidness of my fund-raising. Ira 
Margolis and I mailed out only one fund-raising 
letter from April through November. Michael 
Cloudôs tactics noted, I dislike dunning people. 
I figure that, alerted to my campaign, my com-
patriots can look it over and decide for them-
selves what to contribute. Despite my failure 
to fund-raise aggressively, my campaign was 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DEAR LIBBY . . .
I have just been appointed to the local planning 

board of our small town in upstate New York. 
How do I reconcile my libertarian beliefs and 

principles with being on the local planning board 
of my town? (Iôm not even sure I believe there 
should BE a ñplanning boardò in a truly free soci-
ety, but since there is one, Iôm going to sit on it.) 
In addition to my strong beliefs in individual liber-
ties, I also love the beautiful rural environment of 
my town and I would like to preserve the beauty, 
peace and tranquility for future generations. 

Can I reconcile my libertarian beliefs with a 
board that imposes rules and restrictions on other 
peopleôs property? Is there any information you 
can send me to help me do the right thing in my 
new post?

Tresa Veitia
Clinton Corners, NY

Response from the Editor:

Tresa:
In response to the apparent philosophical con-

flicts of being a libertarian, and yet holding office 
in a non-libertarian society.

Reconciliation is fairly easy, although neces-
sarily incomplete. 

(A year ago I ran for Town Justice of Woodstock, 
and similarly had to address this question, both to 
myself and to others who had queried me on it.)

You hold personal beliefs that you do not want 
to marginalize. Further, you wish to be true to 
those ideals in any endeavor you may partici-
pate in. And perhaps you would like to affect the 
environment you live in, so as to have it be less 
repressive to those ideals.

The way to look at it is this: 
Although your ideals are correct and true, you 

are living in an environment that does not respect 
all those ideals as you do.

When you (or any libertarian) takes on public 
office, s/he has two sets of loyalties. One, to hir 
own personal beliefs and philosophy, and two, to 
the office s/he has agreed to minister.

Libertarian beliefs notwithstanding, oneôs per-
sonal (voluntary) agreement to another holds the 
highest loyalty; this is libertarian philosophy any-
way - you can choose to limit your choices.

In the public office context, you are contractu-
ally agreeing to abide by and effectuate the writ-

ten laws of the office, even if they may conflict 
with oneôs own beliefs.

Although this may appear to preclude public 
office for libertarians, it does not, because [1] in 
practice most public office contain activities that 
are not all repugnant to libertarianism in inception, 
[2] public office necessarily grants discretionary 
powers to the office holder within the charter of 
the office, and often the choice to in-good-faith 
interpret that charter, [3] public office provides the 
most power to effect change upon the system, 
both in practice and by example. 

What this means is, you take a post whose job 
description of that you may not agree with entirely, 
but within the written limitations of the post and 
the law, minister it as a libertarian, emphasizing 
some functions and decisions (that comply with 
libertarianism), and minimizing others (that offend 
libertarianism).

Except for the few status-quo extremists, there 
has always been a personal conflict in some way 
or another between the adminstration of govern-
mental functions, and the principled individual. 
The reconciliation is, live your life as close to your 
own personal beliefs as your environment will let 
you.

 
Gary Treistman

Anguish Languish Winner
Here is the solution to the puzzle:

ñThe most beautiful thing we can experience is 
the mysterious. It is the source of all true art and 
science. He to whom this emotion is a stranger, 
who can no longer pause to wonder and stand 
rapt in awe, is as good as dead: his eyes are 
closed.ò

It is a quote by Albert Einstein.
When I read the first sentence out loud, I rec-

ognized it immediately. Determining the rest of the 
quote was the tricky part, but I figured it out. 

Sounding out the last phrase (ñhis eyes are 
closedò) was a big help; the first portion that I got 
when I concentrated on that.

Am I the first?

Daniel Schwartz
Bronx, NY

(Yes you are!!, $15 was sent via email)
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OUR PARTY MATTERS

In selected highlights of the meeting, the 
Committee discussed/planned:

 Suggestion to select Libertarian presidential  
electors that the slate of electors should be cho-
sen and finalized at the NYLP Annual Convention, 
even if fewer people volunteer at that time than the 
number to which the State is entitled.

Nomination that Jeff Bennett be named winner 
of this yearôs Dottie-Lou Brokaw Award for Best 
Petitioner and awarded free admission to the next 
State Convention he attends. Don Silberger was 
recommended to receive honorable mention as a 
contestant for the Dottie-Lou Brokaw Award and 
also be awarded free admission to the next State 
Convention he attends.

Suggestion that the State Committee should 
embrace ñGoal 50,000ò, in the belief that that will 
better enable us to focus on the crucial goal of win-
ning 50,000 votes for our gubernatorial candidate 
in 2006, and distributed a 1 page handout on the 
subject.

A report on the benefits of Liberty Works was 
proffered to the Committee, including its capa-
bilities to write and mail regular fund raising letters 
and call new inquiries and/or lapsed members.

A motion to approve Liberty Works to send 
information packets to new inquiries, to phone new 
inquiries and lapsed members, and to make the 
follow-up phone calls   passed.

Richard Butler of Liberty Works was to be 
contacted to implement and oversee the arrange-
ment.

Report based on Blay Tarnoffôs transcription

The 2005 LPNY Convention will be held on 
April 23, 2005 at the Holiday Inn at Carrier Circle 
in Syracuse.

Pre-convention informal meetings will occur 
on April 22 at the Lucyôs Bar in the Holiday Inn, 
early registration in the Atrium, and the Libertarian 
Freedom Council meeting for students, profes-

sors, and board members will take place in an 
adjacent workshop.

Robert Schulz and Jim Ostrowski are confirmed 
speakers at this time.

See http://ny.lp.org/official/convention for more 
details.

LPNY CONVENTION NEWS

LPNY Committee Meeting Briefs

The last quarterly LPNY State Committee meeting occurred on August 28, 2004, 
in Hempstead, Long Island, NY.

Participating were Committee members: 

John Clifton, Chair
Stephen Healey, Vice Chair (by phone)
Richard Cooper, Vice Chair
Werner Hetzner, Treasurer/Capital Region
Blay Tarnoff, At large/Party Telecom Officer
Chris Garvey, At large/Suffolk County
Andy Demers, Monroe County (by phone)
Jim Harris, Nassau County
Audrey Capozzi, At large (arrived 1:30)
Bonnie Scott, Secretary/Webmaster/Web Editor 

(arrived 2:15, by phone)

And permitted observers:

Chris Padgett
Jeff Bennett, Rockland Co. Temp. Chair/Candidate
Ira Raab (arrived 1:15)
Estelle Edwards (arrived 1:45)
Mike Zimmari (arrived 2:00)
Diane Walsh (arrived 2:00)
Nic Leobold (arrived 2:20)

http://rochesterlp.org/Events/2005-02-26-LpmcConvention/
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 Michael Badnarik, our presidential can-
didate, received 12,751 votes in New York. His 
nation-wide total was put early-on at 378,198 
votes; our early total for him from the CSPAN 
state-by-state listing is 390,427. This appears to 
exceed Harry Browneôs year 2000 total of 382,000 
votes. However, in 1996 Browne won 463,000 
votes, while in 1980 Ed Clark won 921,199 
votes.

 Don Silberger, a mathematics professor 
at SUNY New Paltz, was nominated at our con-
vention in April to run for U.S. Senate. Donôs 
campaign centered largely on the drug war and 
defending the Bill of Rights. Don received 19,193 
votes or .29 percent of the total votes cast accord-
ing to the CSPAN web-site, exceeding Badnarikôs 

total.
 Jeff Bennett ran for the 38th Senatorial 

District covering Rockland and part of Orange 
counties. His campaign was initially inspired by 
the bans on smoking in bars and restaurants in 
the state. He received 1,305 votes for 1.61 per-
cent of the vote. 

 Nic Leobold ran for the 66th Assembly 
District which includes his home in the East 
Village in Manhattan, receiving 1,244 votes for 
2.41 percent of the total. 

Sam Sloan did not achieve ballot status, but 
charges that fact is due to Republican Party 
obstructionism; he currently has a suit pending 
certiorari in the U.S. Supreme Court on the issue, 
see Sloan v. Graham, et al. S.Ct. Dkt No. 04-7857  
Docketed: December 30, 2004.

Report by Bob Cotton

2004 Ballot Signature Collection Review

In order to get our candidates on the ballot, our State Party must 
enough (15000+) signatures from valid NYS voters, affirming that 
they wish to have our candidates on NYS ballots.

Some of the signature collectors are volunteers and some are 
paid. The detailed breakdown of what volunteer signatures were 
collected, and where within NYS can be found at 

briefcase.yahoo.com/garyonthenet
The final count was 24,708 signatures and 2,888 pages.
North Suburbs 4638  (Itôs all Jeff Bennett, of course)
Hudson Valley 1185 (This is due to Don Silbergerôs efforts)
Gen Valley 1308 (Monroe Co. chapter: nice job!)

North Country 325 (Most of Bonnie Scottôs sigs are from here) 
Manhattan 376 (Jak Karako leads the pack with 119 sigs)
Capital 300 (Just Werner Hetzner here?)
Long Island 546 (Chris Garveyôs the superstar here w/334)
SouthernTier 86 (All these are from Ithaca)
Central NY 50 (Includes Syracuse but no sigs from there specifi-

cally) 
Outer Burroughs 100 (Only three folks collected any here?)
Western NY 0 (Disappointing Returns here)
State Committee Members collected 2613 sigs, or 29% of the 

volunteer sigs gathered. 
Jeff Bennett collected about 50% ofthe volunteer sigs gathered 

this year.
Report by Bonnie Scott

2004 New York State Libertarian Ballot 
Petition Drive Results:

 24,708 signatures and 2,888 pages.

Volunteer
Signature Gatherers:

Axinn, Mark 33
Becker, Steve 203
Bennett, Jeff 4511
Bruinsma, Steve 33
Burrough, Theron 38
Capozzi, Audrey 59
Castellano, Nick 19
Cooper, Rich 24
Flanzer, Bob 9
Garvey, Chris 334
Grant, Horace 
Healey, Steve 368
Hetzner, Werner 300
Hoesly, Dave 10
Hofer, Robert 42
Karako, Jak 119
Kessler, Max 15
Kuchoni, Dave 29
Leobold, Nic 38
Lesczynski, Jim 30
Martin, Bruce 24
Meglino, Theresa 225

misc 63
Monnett, Lee 30
Moon, Todd 156
Moore, Ron 54
Padgett, Chris 76
Phillips, John 227
Popkin, Gary 60
Procida, John 31
Robinson, Robert 5
Roddy, Alice 11
Rog, Jennifer 30
Ruks, Tom 94
Scott, Bonnie 377
Seguin, Larry 23
Silberger, Don 1128
Silberger, Sylvia 22
Sondock, Clifford 29
Sullivan, Brian 13
Taylor, Curry 34
Terran, Jack 30
Webber, Franklin 39
Ziobro, Jim 84

Total volunteer: 9033

Paid
Signature Gatherers:

Anders, Al 4285
Bloomsgon, Kim 
Bonner, Darryl 5249
Green, Ellis 110
Kelly, Patrick 383
Jackson, Lelith 
Newton, Fred 2335
Pizzo, Joe 110
Romain, Marc 1215
Stadler, Aaron 590
Swanson, John 230
Witmer, Jake 1168

Total paid: 15675

Total all: 24708

Thanks to all who helped NYLP reach our signature petition drive goals, 
and got our Libertarian candidates on the voting ballots in New York.
(Below are the # of signatures collected by the respective petitioner)

http://rochesterlp.org/Events/2005-02-26-LpmcConvention/
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Six Months, Four Priorities

I: The General Picture
The Libertarian Party of New York has 

opportunities and challenges ahead. As you know, 
it is now possible to register as a Libertarian. 
I urge those of you who have not already done 
so to register Libertarian. Next year we have a 
wonderful opportunity that only comes every four 
years. It will be our opportunity to reach our goal 
of becoming an ofýcially recognized political party 
in New York because there will be an election for 
Governor. It would be a great victory for us if we 
get 50,000 votes in that election. This goal is our 
challenge. It can not be reached without a lot of 
help. Your help is essential year, we should aim 
for 30,000 votes in order to be on the best track 
to 50,000 votes in 2006. If we donôt achieve it, we 
have even more work cut out for us. 

We, and by that I mean all of us, must become 
more politically active. We, all of us, must work to 
make it happen. There is no better time to start 
than now. This is the ýrst day of the rest of our 
lives. This is the day to commit to work toward 
victory. We, all of us, have to mobilize, organize, 
and contribute time, money, talent, and effort. We, 
all of us, have to ýnd ways to reach people. 

II: The Money and Party Building Picture
After the petition drive, LPNYôs Treasury 

was largely tapped out. The preparations and 
distractions of major LP conventions and 2004 
election delayed our full movement on the fund-
raising side, but no more. So beginning this year, an 
effort to persuade our members to become monthly 
pledgers to LPNY will start. We are suggesting that 
members pledge at least $17.76 (or preferably, a 
multiple of that - $35.52, $53.28, etc.) per month 
to replenish funds we will expended during the 
past election season. Please, please, please, use 
the Click & Pledge on the LPNY website, or failing 
that, use the paper form on the back page of Free 
NY to make a one time donation of $50 or more to 
the state party.

As elsewhere reported in Free New York, 
Gary Denoyan has come onboard as the new 
LPNY state Political Director; Joel Shapiro has 
also been appointed as the new Legislative 
Watch Coordinator, replacing Andy Demers. 
Additional steps the state committee is taking to 
resolve improving our operations is contracting 
outside NY to get needed administrative functions 

accomplished. LPNY has completed its review of 
a proposal of Robert Butler (Executive Director of 
Ohio

LP and founder of the political consulting group 
Libertyworks), to act as a kind of óvirtual Executive 
Directorô for our state as well. Discussion and 
approval of this concluded by mid-fall, since which 
time the Libertyworks arrangement has been 
proceeding; review of his progress would happen 
by the mid-year LPNY meeting.

III: LP Enrollment Drive
A) NYC Mayoral Race: As I announced at 

the Manhattan LP convention, I would accept 
nomination for Mayor by a NYC body of LPNY 
members who will be meeting at the LP of Queens 
County convention on April 9. If another contender 
wants it more, NYC members are certainly free to 
opt for him/her, and there are choices available 
(Bernard Goetz,Audrey Silk, et al). I am not that 
anxious to run, although Goetz is. Goetz would get 
us the most publicity,and claims he is now more 
soundly Libertarian that he used to be (though 
I think it has more to do with the Independence 
Party nomination being beyond his reach).

I am not running to win, nor even primarily to 
push LPideas in a high-proýle way; mine would be 
a membership and enrollment oriented campaign 
for LPNY in the ýve boroughs, to better position 
the party for 2006. I will not seek matching funds, 
or register with the NYC Campaign Finance Board. 
This less than full-blast campaign approach would 
permit me to continue to serve as Chair one more 
year without too much conþict (again, if someone 
wants the chair job more, they can say so by 
convention time). It would also mesh well with the 
full-blown effort of Jak Karako to get elected to city 
council (he has raised $80,000). 

MLP voted to make Jakôs election the primary 
focus of the Manhattan party in 2005, and I am 
not going to undercut their decision. Should the 
5-borough body vote to nominate a ñrun to winò 
candidate in April, however, there will be a conþict 
of visions.

Alternatively, the members could elect to 
cross-endorse Steve Shaw, a semi-libertarian 
Republican who is challenging Bloomberg for the 
GOP nomination. Or, NOTA might win (as it did in 
ó97), leaving the campaign year entirely focused 
on Jak. Consideration of these options should be 
constructively discussed in the next few months.

B) Number Crunching: I have revised (and 

AN OVERVIEW FROM THE NYLP CHAIR, 
JOHN CLIFTON:
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not forgotten) certain projections I made last fall 
regarding the registration drive that should be 
part and parcel of LPNY activity through the 2006 
election. A modiýed breakdown of what should be 
happening, or should start to happen during the 
next six months is as follows. The ñattack patternò 
for building up LP enrollment totals logically should 
take a step-up ladder form, as in this order of 
approach---Libertarian-aligned, libertarian issues-
aligned, libertarian on some issues-aligned; non-
aligned; and already aligned with DemReps, but 
tired and open-minded). As the population of 
enrolled Libertarians in NY increases or spirals 
upward, so does our pool of donors. In this fashion, 
LPNY can afford to make successive appeals to 
each ñlevelò towards mass market, starting with:

. Current LPNY members; lapsed members, 
literary/non-political libertarians and anarchists; 
paleoconserrvatives/constitutionalists; civil 
libertarians. 

. Next come the niche audiences: drug reform, 
anti-RAVEs, anti-war, tax reform, gun rights, etc., 
and youth/campus groups. 

. Then the independents and other third party 
members.

. Lastly, broader ñdisgruntledò mass 
populations (frustrated mainstream progressives 
and conservatives, Republican Liberty Caucus/
Democratic Freedom Caucus).

Proposed registration markers for measuring 
our total progress:

. 700-1,000 enrollments from LP members, I 
call level zero, or where we are now.

. 2000-3000 = Level 1 accomplishment (triples 
or quadruples our current numbers)   . 5000-6000 
= Level 2 (7-8 times current total, equals LPNY 
base vote in NY elections)

. 10,000 = Level 3 (ýve digit enrollment ýgure 
reached)

. 15,000 = Level 4 (enrollments equal 15,000 
petition signature requirement to get on the allot)

. 30,000 = Level 5 (enrollments equal Green 
Party totals after they reached ballot stats)

. 50,000 = Level 6 (enrollments equal to the 
Gubernatorial vote total needed to obtain full ballot 
status)

. 100,000 = Level 7 (six ýgure total reached)
I think the ýrst notch, and inroads towards 

thesecond level, can be obtained within months, 
and requires no action by LPNY beyond wide 
publication of the news. The 3,000 mark can 
be reached by the 2005 election or early 2006, 
IF it is high-proýle and a strong initial campaign 
is jointly waged to attract the issue-aligned and 
niche audiences over the next 18 months. In NO 

case should we hinge our efforts upon the Board 
of Elections helping us to promote the new form; 
all we really need is for the new change to remain 
in effect. 

The 6,000 mark is doable by Election Day 
2006, especially IF the LP U.S. state candidates 
are running a registration-oriented campaign, and 
the issue/niche markets are again pushed hard 
to ñmake that changeò in the months between 
the convention and the election. It wouldnôt hurt if 
the LP candidates were grassroots oriented, and 
staged many appearances in New York. I think a 
celebrity candidate for Governor is the shortest 
and surest route to success in both spurring 
enrollments and in getting 50,000 votes, if a two-
step wooing process is started now (say, to ýrst 
invite the high proýle person to county or state 
conventions in 2005, then ask them about running 
in ó06).

IV: Outreach
Werner Hetzner is developing an outreach 

strategy to persuade related groups into 
considering support or conversion to the LP, 
including plans to:

Write or Email to the people who completed the 
Can The Ban petition. Write to the Indian tribes. 
Write to business groups. Write to motorcycle 
groups. Write to gun groups. Write to home 
schooling groups. Write to drug groups.

These groups should be approached, and I offer 
to assist Werner in the effort (and I hope Werner 
further outlines his whole proposal). It would 
be especially crucial in light of the fund-raising, 
petitioning and registration drives explained 
above. But it may be just as helpful for members 
(who are active with these groups/activities) to 
provide referrals to us to these groups instead of 
just a cold mailing, so that the approaches would 
amount to warm contacts. Werner is also working 
on a ýnancial formula by which local afýliates 
could be rewarded immediately for new members 
they outreached to get--details still being thrashed 
out.

So there it is---projections, goals, markers, 
timetables, concrete numbers. Or itôs at least 
enough of a blueprint to pick apart and revise, 
if somebody wants to substitute more ñrealisticò 
projections. letôs see how far we can move on this 
track by this summer. Bluntly put, LPNY needs 
to grow way beyond putting out a convention, 
a newsletter, and a petition drive each year. If 
we donôt get started on it now, in an off-year 
building cycle, then when? Please give, enroll as 
Libertarian, gather signatures, and help us get this 
party started!
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January 19, 6:00-8:00pm, ñCriminal Justice Reform 
in the 21st Century: Rockefeller Drug Law Reform and 
the Community,ò forum in the ñUrban Dialoguesò series, 
featuring Judge Leslie Crocker Snyder. At Metropolitan 
College of New York, 75 Varick Street (at Canal Street), 
Student Lounge, 12th þoor, contact (212) 343-7025 or 
urbaninstitute@metropolitan.edu for info. 

February 10, 6:00pm, New York, NY, book talk 
Anthony Papa, author of ñ15 To Life: How I Painted My 
Way To Freedom,ò guests including Andrew Cuomo 
and others. At Hue-Man Bookstore and Cafe, 2319 
Frederick Douglass Blvd., between 124th and 125th 
Sts. Call (212) 665 7400 or visit www.huemanbookstore.
com for info.

 

March 12-17, New York, NY, Law Enforcement 
Against Prohibition speaker Judge James P. Gray 
addresses civic groups and audiences at Columbia 
University and John Jay College of Criminal Justice. 
For further information, visit http://www.leap.cc or 
contact Mike Smithson at speakers@leap.cc or (315) 
243-5844

Libertarian Talk Show in NYC

ñThe Libertarian Alternativeò TV Show on Monday 
Evenings in NYC

Program:
The Libertarian Alternative
Channel: Time Warner Cable Manhattan TV Ch. 34 

and RCN Cable Ch. 107
Be sure to catch the Libertarian Alternative every 

Monday night at 10:30pm.
Please tell all your friends and family to watch this 

important New York City pro-freedom program.
Note: The Libertarian Alternative TV show is also on 

in Brooklyn every Monday at 1pm on Time Warner Cable 
Channel 35, Cablevision Channel 68 and streamed live 
on the internet at: www.brooklynx.org/bcat/default.asp. 
Make sure to tell your Brooklyn friends.

For information on broadcasting the Libertarian 
Alternative for free on your local public access cable 
TV stations please go to: www.libertarianalternative.
org or contact Mark Selzer at 323-469-5372 or 323-
633-6275 or email: liberty64@jps.net.

NY LIBERTARIANS SAY ROCKEFELLER DRUG 
ñREFORMò IS PATHETIC

Bellport, NY 12/17/04: Members of the Libertarian 
Party of New York expressed disappointment with the 
drug law reform bill signed by Governor Pataki this 

week. Pataki, who has been opposed by a Libertarian 
candidate in each of his three races for governor, made 
Rockefeller reform an issue only in his last contest, 
but reportedly opposed most reforms in closed-door 
negotiations. 

ñThis resembles throwing a drowning man a rubber 
duck,ò says Suffolk county attorney Chris Garvey. ñIt 
represents just a chink in the armor, towards reversing 
a very bad law. This bill does not go nearly far enough. 
Long, mandatory sentences have failed completely. 
Real reform is the only way to reduce crime on the 
streets and to protect our children.ò

Garvey strongly prefers legislative solutions that 
restore judicial discretion for judges when sentencing 
convicted drug offenders, reforms long pursued by 
State Assembly member Jeffrion Aubry, who was 
honored as one of New Yorks Champions of Liberty at 
the Libertarians state convention last April. New York 
Libertarians also support medical marijuana legislation, 
and the party has recently appointed  Hudson Valley 
Libertarian Jeffrey Shapiro as LPNY Legislative Director 
to explore the possibilities of drastic reform, which has 
succeeded in many European countries.

ñUltimately, laws should help people, not ýnance 
gangs that thrive in the black market,ò says Queens 
Libertarian John Clifton, who has worked as a drug 
counselor. ñThe current laws are destroying families 
and are costing billions without making a dent in 
demand. Criminalizing the risks people may take in 
using substances, creating a mountain of laws to 
control personal choices, and disempowering judges 
from judging, is exactly the opposite of what a truly free 
society should be doing.ò 

ñAs with alcohol prohibition, laws will not change 
human nature, but they can deýnitely create crime 
where there was none, stop addicts from seeking 
treatment, and distract cops from ýghting real crime. 
Lets stop overdosing on bad government, beginning 
with a real overhaul of the Rockefeller drug laws.ò

MLP Holds Chapter Convention

The Manhattan Libertarian Party held its annual 
convention on January 8th, 2005, at the 1050  
Restaurant in Manhattan, and was one of the most 
exciting freedom events of the year.

Guest speakers, included:
* Ethan Nadelmann, executive director of the Drug 

Policy Alliance
* Amy Heath, NY Director of the NRAôs Women on 

Target program
* Walter Olsen, senior fellow at the Manhattan 

Institute and editor of Overlawyered.com
* Plus a special performance by the Missile Dick 

Chicks!

LIBERTARIAN RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS, NEWS, 
PAST AND PRESENT:
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A 3-course sit down dinner and a cash bar were 

presented to meet the convention attendees. 
See www.manhattanlp.org/events

NYLP Candidates Rev up for NYC Mayoral Race

NYLP Chair John Clifton announced at the Manhattan 
LP convention that he would accept the nomination for 
Mayor by a NYC body of LPNY members. A televised 
debate between announced LPNY candidates for 
mayor (John Clifton, Bernard Goetz, Audrey Silk) has 
been tentatively slated for February 8 on Hardýre, Gary 
Popkinôs public access show.

Contact Gary Popkin for show details at 
garypopkin@aol.com

Badnarik Pursues Voting Access Breach in 
Ohio

In Nov 2003, the Ohio Secretary of State disqualiýed 
60,000 ballot access signatures collected by the Ohio 
LP, at a cost of $50,000 and two years of work. (The 
disqualiýcation was based on a non-substantive 
technicality, and widely understood as Republican 
Party obstructionism of LP ballot access.See www.

ballot-access.org/2004/0101.html#5)
Now, under controversy, and Republican criticism, 

Badnarik is invoking Ohio State rules mandating a 
recount based on alleged ballot access violations 
perpretrated by state ofýcials. Said Badnarik campaign 
co-director Barbara Goushaw-Collins: ñThis is a state 
where they arbitrarily pitched 10ôs of 1000ôs of our 
petitions . . . weôre the only ones trying to keep the 
system honest.ò

(Editorôs note: What goes around comes around 
- perhaps this action will make future state ofýcials 
thinks twice before obstructing Libertarian candidatesô 
access to the ballot.)

Libertarian Party of Monroe Countyôs
Annual Convention

On February 26 the 2005 LPMC Convention will be 
held at the Park Plaza Hotel in Rochester NY, at 175 
Jefferson Road, Tel: (585) 475-1910.

The keynote speaker will be Peter Christ of 
Reconsider, a former Police Captain, and long time 
critic of the drug war.

Visit www.rochesterlp.org, or call (585) 529-9354 for 
more details.

I got an email yesterday. The heading said:
FW: UPDATE: ELLIOTT WERNERôS FUNERAL THURSDAY 

11:15 A.M.  
But on my screen the heading was truncated, so it read: FW: 

UPDATE: ELLIOTT WERNERôS FUN... elipses.  And I thought of 
Elliottôs usual admonition when ending a phone call: ñHave fun! 
Weôll talk soon.ò  

It is said, that Houdini was never able to communicate from 
beyond the grave.  But Houdini wasnôt a word-gaming Mensa 
computer expert.  And Houdini didnôt have email.  

Was this an email message from Elliott to me? ñELLIOTT 
WERNERôS FUN.ò Or to all of us? Or was it just coincidence?  
Unless you had my combination of: message forwards and unique-
ly adjusted column widths in your Mozilla email browser, you 
might not have seen the word ñFUNò in ñElliott Wernerôs FUNeralò.  
And unless you had: my peculiar sense of skeptical mysticism, 
iconoclasm, and an insensitivity to peopleôs feelings, you might 
have had second thoughts: about trying to emphasize here, at this 
solemn time and place, contained in the word ñFuneralò, the word 
ñfunò.  But if Elliott wanted me, to pass on a final bit of word play, 
why should I refuse?

Elliott was always generous about passing on information and 
ideas, that  he thought, might help his friends make money.  And 
so, if the management here at Parkside Memorial Chapel would 
like to adopt a commercial slogan, such as: We keep the FUN in 
Funeral Well, I am, among other things, a trademark attorney, and 
I can help you with that.  

Elliott was usually the first guy I would call with a computer 
problem.  I think he never hesitated to call me with: a legal, or an 

intellectual property, issue.  We spent many hours on the phone 
discussing the problems of the world. And he often had fun, par-
ticularly in recognizing some absurd twist in a  given situation.  

Like so many people in Mensa, Elliott knew he was more com-
petent than various governments, to make his own decisions. And 
so he was a Libertarian. He believed that people should be free to 
do whatever they wished, except to initiate force or fraud against 
other people or their property.  He was an active Libertarian, who 
would do whatever he could for the  Libertarian cause.  I donôt 
know why he did not regard himself as a great public speaker, yet 
whenever he: hosted an event,  or introduced someone, or spoke 
publicly about an issue, he was eloquent.  In the week before his 
stroke Elliott told me that he had had, in his life, many difficult per-
sonal issues. And that he now felt he had resolved them.  

Perhaps that is why we are all here in this world: to resolve 
our issues. And perhaps, having resolved his issues, Elliott was 
now free to move on. I donôt know.  For me, one of Elliottôs good 
features was that he seemed to like my  poetry. 

So I supposed I should write a poem about him. And It should 
be fun. And it should be, for all your sakes, it should be mercifully 
short.  So here is a limerick for Elliott:  

If you would be an effective learner, 
Emulate our friend, Elliott Werner. 
Donôt waste time in a college, 
Just reach out and get knowledge, 
And keep learning, up on your front burner.  

Perhaps Elliott deserves better.  Iôll close with some of the last 
words Elliott said to me, over the phone,  ñHave fun!ò 

ELLIOT WERNER EULOGIZED

Chris Garvey, recited this piece as a eulogy at Elliottô Wernerôs funeral on December 9th, 
2004. Werner was a former editor of Free New York.

www.manhattanlp.org/events
garypopkin@aol.com
www.ballot-access.org/2004/0101.html#5
www.ballot-access.org/2004/0101.html#5
http://rochesterlp.org/Events/2005-02-26-LpmcConvention/
www.rochesterlp.org
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more libertarian one. 
Thus our only realistic strategy of reaching 

our goal as an institution, is either to change the 
nature of the Republican Party, or to become 
and become recognized as its principal opposi-
tion party, the other ñmajor party.ò I donôt believe 
we can change the nature of the Republican 
Party. Although I know it is abhorrent to many 
Libertarians, I believe it is our responsibility as 
stewards of the LP to seek to grow it, to attract 
many voters who we would not even consider to 
be real libertarians.

Yes, it is important to reach ñmajor party sta-
tusò in New York by receiving 50,000 votes for 
our gubernatorial candidate. But the best way to 
do that is not just to seek to obtain 50,000 votes 
for our gubernatorial candidate. It is to become a 
party that deserves to have its gubernatorial can-
didate receive 50,000 votes. Either that, or have a 
boat load of money, and keep buying your major 
party status.

We have a big problem as long as Golisano 
keeps running as the Independence candidate 
for governor. Theyôre taking our slot, and the two 

of them together are practically unbeatable. Iôm 
guessing heôll attempt it again in 2006. But wheth-
er he does or not, of course we should make our 
best effort anyway. (Iôm aware that five different 
candidates each received more than 50,000 votes 
in 1998, but I regard that as a fluke. Systemically, 
there really is room for only one significant ñthird 
party,ò as the 2002 election indicated.)

Without Golisano, the Independence Party will 
either have to become a Republican parasite, 
or take a big risk that its lesser known, poorer 
candidate will not reach 50,000. Iôm guessing the 
Republicans are satisfied with their current para-
site, the Conservative Party, and would not be 
interested in splitting their ñsponsored alternative 
partyò vote.

The Green Party is also a significant competitor 
for the coveted third-party slot. Some cooperation 
is good, but very much of what the Greens stand 
for is anathema to libertarianism. The Green Party 
of New York has the advantage of having been a 
ñmajor partyò between 1998 and 2002, and keep-
ing access to the voter registration list it devel-
oped over that time. 

The first project I propose is called: 
Project 62 Monthly Meetings.  
Simply, to develop a thriving county chapter in each of 

New Yorkôs 62 counties. Right now we have seven chapters, 
with various levels of activity. Plenty of room for improve-
ment. No deadline, but efforts to reach the goal can be made 
every day. Even partial success would be great.

The second project is called: 
Project 63 in 2005. It appears that each county will have 

at least one county-wide position on the ballot in November 
2005. The idea is to place a libertarian person, on the ballot 
in each county, plus for New York City Mayor. By setting that 
as a goal, we would encourage activity among LP members 
in each county. The priority of process in each county would 
be: (1) candidates (2) money (3) petitions (4) votes.

The third project is called: 
Project State Plus 29 in 2006. 
Of course, we should run a candidate for each statewide 

office, including U.S. Senator. I think our next focus should 
be on the races for U.S. House of Representatives. That will 

best lead to the LP being taken more seriously. 
The U.S. Congress is where the most damage, and 

good, can be done, and people know that. Each of the 29 
Congressional districts in New York covers such a large area, 
that it will be easier to find a worthwhile candidate for each. 

Last but not least, all 13 districts north of New York City, 
and three districts on Long Island, are cross-county districts, 
which means the petitions for those candidates can be com-
bined with the statewide petitions for filing purposes. In other 
words, the obtaining of the required 3,500 signatures for 
each Congressional race in those districts, will count towards 
the 15,000 signatures required for the Governorôs race. effec-
tively multiplying the signatures gathered for our candidates.

Of course, the LP should also run candidates in the other 
13 districts in New York City and Long Island, since getting 
them on the ballot will be no harder than elsewhere.

Discussions about these and other related issues are 
continuing at groups.yahoo.com/group/lpny

All LP members are encouraged to join in

LPNY POLITICAL DIRECTORôS BALLOT ACCESS 
AND COUNTY CHAPTER FORMATION INITIATIVES

By Gary Donoyan

groups.yahoo.com/group/lpny_discuss/

