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A N D E R S O N A C C U S E D O F D U P L I C I T Y

W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . ( M a y 9 ) — J o h n A n d e r s o n w a s c r i t i c i z e d

t o d a y b y E d C r a n e , C o m m u n i c a t i o n s D i r e c t o r f o r L i b e r t a r i a n

p r e s i d e n t i a l c a n d i d a t e E d C l a r k . A n d e r s o n , a c c o r d i n g t o C r a n e ,

i s b e i n g d i s i n g e n u o u s i n h i s r e c e n t a t t a c k s o n t h e t w o p a r t y

s y s t e m .

I n a M a y 8 a r t i c l e i n t h e W a s h i n g t o n P o s t , A n d e r s o n i s

q u o t e d a s s t a t i n g , " T h e y s a y t h e t w o p a r t y s y s t e m h a s a l o c k

o n t h i s c o u n t r y . I s a y n o . C r a n e c l a i m e d t h a t " A n d e r s o n ' s

o w n r e c o r d i n C o n g r e s s p r o v e s t h a t h e h i m s e l f h a d h e l p e d t o

l o c k i n t w o p a r t y c o n t r o l o f t h e e l e c t o r a l p r o c e s s . "

A s e v i d e n c e o f " A n d e r s o n ' s d u p l i c i t y " o n t h e m a t t e r . C r a n e

c i t e d t h e C o n g r e s s m a n ' s t e s t i m o n y o n f e d e r a l e l e c t i o n r e f o r m

be fo re t he House Subcommi t t ee on E lec t i ons on Oc tobe r 16 , 1973 .

"When this landmark legislat ion was being discussed in Congress,

s a i d C r a n e , J o h n A n d e r s o n w a s i t s l e a d i n g R e p u b l i c a n p r o p o n e n t ,

and he made no bones abou t how i t wou ld p ro tec t the two ma jo r

p a r t i e s f r o m c o m p e t i t i o n . "
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B u t I h a r d l y n e e dI n t h e t e s t i m o n y , A n d e r s o n s a i d ,

r e m i n d t h i s c o m m i t t e e t h a t t h e r e a r e o t h e r i m p o r t a n t o b ¬

j e c t i v e s a s w e l l . . . i t i s i m p e r a t i v e t h a t t h e r e b e s t r o n g

ins t i tu t ions capab le o f fash ion ing consensus and reconc i l i ng

T h e a l t e r n a t i v e i s p e r p e t u a ld i v e r s e i n t e r e s t s a n d v i e w s ,

g o v e r n m e n t a l s t a l e m a t e a n d i n e r t i a ,

po l i t i ca l par t ies per fo rm tha t aggregat ing and consensus

fo rm ing ro l e , so i t i s v i t a l l y impe ra t i ve t ha t t he changes

I b e l i e v e t h a t o u r

w e a d o p t n o t d i s c o u r a g e t h e i r a b i l i t y t o t h r i v e . "

T h u s , i n d e s i g n i n g a p u b l i cT h e t e s t i m o n y c o n t i n u e d ,

finance program, we must take care to see that pol i t ica l

parties are encouraged and strengthened rather than under¬

mining them because of this important institutional influence

that they can have on the whole po l i t ica l process."

m i g h t b e a d m i r e d f o r t h e a u d a -s a i d C r a n e ," A n d e r s o n ,

city with which he so candidly discusses the real motivation
b e h i n d t h e F e d e r a l E l e c t i o n C a m p a i g n A c t , i f i t w e r e n ' t f o r

t he hypoc r i sy i t exposes i n h i s cu r ren t pos i t i on . "

Crane also charged that Anderson's views on the subject

had not changed as late as November 15, 1976 when, in apanel

s p o n s o r e d b y t h e A m e r i c a n E n t e r p r i s ed i s c u s s i o n o f t h e F . E . C . A .

I n s t i t u t e , A n d e r s o n t o l d t h e n - i n d e p e n d e n t p r e s i d e n t i a l c a n d i d a t e

E u g e n e M c C a r t h y , I a m d a r n e d g l a d w e h a v e a t w o p a r t y s y s t e m

i n t h i s c o u n t r y . A n d e r s o n c o n t i n u e d , " A n d a s m u c h a s I c h e r i s h

y o u r r i g h t t o a p l a t f o r m a s a n i n d e p e n d e n t c a n d i d a t e , I a m n o t

- m o r e -
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g o i n g t o s i t h e r e q u i e t l y a n d l i s t e n t o y o u d e n i g r a t e t h e

I t h a s s e r v e d o u r c o u n t r y w e l l o v e r t h et w o p a r t y s y s t e m .

l a s t 2 0 0 y e a r s .

C r a n e s a i d , " I g e n e r a l l y w e l c o m e a n y o n e w h o e x p r e s s e s

c o n c e r n o v e r t h e e n t r e n c h m e n t o f t h e D e m o c r a t s a n d R e p u b l i c a n s .

I n l i g h t o f M r . A n d e r s o n ' s r e c o r d , h o w e v e r , i t i s c l e a r h i s

c o n c e r n s t e m s f r o m t h e f a i l u r e t o w i n h i s p a r t y ' s n o m i n a t i o n ,

a n d n o t f r o m a n y p r i n c i p l e d c o m m i t m e n t t o f r e e u p t h e p o l i t i c a l

p r o c e s s i n A m e r i c a . "
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