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Answer the Phone!
By Daniel Kamerling

O
ver the past few months I 
have enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to serve as LPVA’s 

“Inquiry Liaison”, following up 
with new people inquiring about 
the Party.  I am lucky to have met a 
diverse group of people joined by a 
common desire for liberty.  I found 
that there is something very power-
ful about connecting with people 
on an individual basis.  It makes 
me believe that if I only had the 
chance to chat with every citizen in 
Virginia that the Libertarian Party 

would easily rise to the top.
Unfortunately, I will be 

heading off to graduate school at 
the end of June and am in need of 
a replacement

Do you like meeting new 
people?  Do you enjoy making 
a personal connection?  If so, 
please volunteer to be our Mem-
bership Liaison.  It only takes 
about an hour twice a week but 
it has a tremendous impact on the 
strength of the party.

I will gladly help out and 
provide training until I leave in 
June.

Is Failure an Option?

Refresh 
Required

Moving in the Right Direction

12:30 p.m.
May 31, 2009

District Convention, House 
of Delegates district 39

George Mason Meeting Room 
George Mason Regional 
Library, 7001 Little River 

Tnpk., Annandale VA 22003
------------------------------------

June 7, 2009
Celebrate Capitalism!
1st Sunday in June is 

Capitalism Day.  Organize a 
Celebration!  See:

CelebrateCapitalism.com
------------------------------------

June 9, 2009
Primaries - for November 

2009 General Election
Great day to petition for your 

favorite LP candidate!
------------------------------------

Sunday, July 29, 2009
LPVA State Committee

Quarterly Meeting
All LPVA members welcome!

Group lunch at 11:00.
Meeting begins at 12:00
Bleu Bistro Restaurant
8982 Quioccasin Rd., 
Richmond, VA 23229

------------------------------------

November 3, 2009
General Elections
Remember to Vote, 

and Vote Libertarian!
------------------------------------

September 24 -  
October 4, 2009

LPVA Outreach Booth at 
Virginia State Fair

The Meadow, Caroline Co.
------------------------------------

March or April, 2010
LPVA State Convention

Exact location & Date TBA.
------------------------------------

May 28 - May 31, 2010
LP National Convention

Renaissance St. Louis Grand 
and Suites Hotel, in Missouri.

------------------------------------

By Marc Montoni

A
s most of you know, the LPVA con-
ducted a ballot drive to get Bob Barr 
on the Virginia ballot last year.  We 

have a letter coming to you soon about this, 
but the short version is that we spent a large 
chunk of our ballot-access money on the 
2008 drive.  It is unlikely at this time that 
there will be a Libertarian candidate for 
any of the statewide offices up for election 
in 2009 (Governor, Lt. Governor, Attorney 
General), but if we choose to formally en-
dorse such a candidate, we will have another 
ballot-access drive to conduct.

There’s only one hitch.  If someone does 
volunteer to run, we don’t have the money to 
conduct a new ballot drive!

Looking even further ahead, there will 
be another ballot drive for the National LP’s 
presidential candidate in 2012 -- and our win-
dow for that petition drive begins on exactly 
January 1, 2009.  Less than three years!

Historically, LPVA has been a good 
steward of our ballot access “kitty”.  When 
we’ve asked for your donations for ballot 
drives, the money has remained segregated 
from other funds and it has gone directly to-
wards paying professional petitioners when 
our volunteers couldn’t drag that rock up the 
hill by themselves.

Please consider starting up a monthly 
pledge to help us replenish our ballot access 
fund.  If we start now for 2012, the fundrais-
ing won’t have to be too onerous or “desper-
ate” and we will be thoroughly “ready to go” 
when the petitioning window opens on Janu-
ary 1, 2012.  Statewide ballot drives typically 
require about $15,000 to hire professional 
petitioners.

A monthly pledge is easy.  Just go to:

http://Contribute.LPVA.com

On the screen requesting your address 
information, there is a box that allows you to 
add any comments about your donation.  In 

that box, please add “for ballot access”.
One last thing -- a paper letter about 

this will be in the mail fairly soon; along 
with phone follow-up.  If you wish to help us 
save a few trees, reduce USPS revenue at the 
same time, and pre-empt our calls, donate via 
the online method so I can remove you from 
the mail/phone list.  But do this promptly, 
because the mailing list needs to be at the 
printer shortly!

With your help, we can begin building 
our ballot access fund back up to safe levels.  
If we can’t get Libertarian candidates on the 
ballot, we can’t get our ideas circulated in the 
political marketplace.  Please help!

Thank you.

To notify us of your interest in this position, call 703-715-6230 or 
send a message to: <Secretary@LPVA.com>.

Be sure to mention that you want to discuss volunteering 
as our new Inquiry Liaison.

By Marc Montoni

W
ell, friends, it’s been five years 
(since the 1st issue of 2004) that 
Virginia Liberty has been visiting 

your mailbox under the current newsletter 
committee (Jim Lark and I).  This is our 
notice.  It’s time for a freshening.  Not just of 
the look and feel of the publication, but also 
of the editorship itself.  In short:

Wanted: Editor

We’re seeking two new Newsletter 
Committee members.  One to help generate 
articles & photos, another to actually prepare 
the publication itself as the production edi-
tor.

I will be stepping away that part of the 
product.  I’ll feel much more at home on the 
story end, writing content.

Do you have some experience in graphic 
design and desktop publishing?  Would you 
like to help the Libertarian Party of Virginia 
become a better, more effective force for lib-
erty in our state?  The choice is yours.  Please 
contact us and let us know of your interest:  
Call: 703-715-6230 or send a message to: 
<Secretary@LPVA.com>.

By Matt Cholko

W
hen I first looked at November’s 
poll results I wasn’t very happy with 
what I saw.   Though better than the 

LP’s Presidential ticket did in 2004, Bob Barr 
didn’t do nearly as well as anticipated - only 
about 500,000 votes nationwide.  In Virginia, 
his percentage was below the national aver-
age.  In Fairfax County, Barr’s vote total and 
percentage were both much lower than those 
of the LP ticket in 2004.  Barr received 1,253 
votes, which is only .28% of all votes cast 
in the county last year.  In 2004, Badnarik 
received 1,743 votes, which is .37% of votes 
cast that year.  No matter how you look at 
them, last year’s results leave much to be 
desired.

So, if I had just stopped there, I would 
have nothing to feel good about. Fortunately, 
I dug much deeper, and here is what I found:

Bob Barr received about 30% fewer 
votes than Badnarik in Fairfax County.  
However, in the precincts that we targeted 
with canvassing efforts, yard signs, and 
sample ballots, the results were much bet-
ter.  In the Lake Braddock precinct, the LP 
presidential ticket received 113% more votes 
than in 2004.  In the Signal Hill precinct, the 
ticket received 38% more votes than in 2004. 
These increases are great, and seem even bet-
ter when you consider that the county as a 
whole cast far fewer votes for the LP ticket 

See ‘Direction’, Page 5
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Newsletter Committee
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James W. Lark, III

This Issue’s Contributors

Marc Montoni  Jim Lark
John Hasnas  LP.org
Karen Kwiatkowski SBOE
Matt Cholko  FEC
Daniel Kamerling  Paul Jacob
DownsizeDC.org

And your federal, state, and local 
governments, which provide an endless 

litany of things to write about.

Special Thanks to William Winter, 
LP News editor 1997-2004, for inspi-

ration and assistance.

Editorial Submissions
Press releases, editorials, and 

letters to the editor are welcome.  
Please e-mail submissions to 
Communications@LPVA.com

_________________________

Libertarian Party of Virginia
State Central Committee

Jeff Bowles, Chairman
Jim Lark, Vice Chair

Marc Montoni, Secretary
Kevin McKenna, Treasurer

District Committee Chairs

1 Stew Engel
2 Mary Buzuma
3 Bob Lynch
4 Don Tabor
5 James Curtis
6 Brian Gilkerson
7 Louis Gifford
8 Steve Dasbach
9 Jonathan McGlumphy
10 Bill Wood
11 Kara Tappan

Newsletter Committee 

Statement of Principles
We hold that all individuals have 

the right to exercise sole do-
minion over their own lives, and 
have the right to live in whatever 
manner they choose, so long as 

they do not forcibly interfere with 
the equal right of others to live in 
whatever manner they choose.

Contact Us
Libertarian Party of Virginia
c/o Marc Montoni, Secretary
PO Box 71106, Richmond VA  

23255-1106
(703) 715 - 6230

http://www.LPVA.com

ARE YOU READY TO

The LPVA is eager to help you.  The first 
step you should take is to fill out the pro-

spective candidate form on our website:

Campaign.LPVA.com

The form requests basic information (your 
name, the office you’re interested in seek-
ing, and related data).  Once you submit it, 
LPVA officers will contact you promptly to 
discuss how the state committee can help 
you.

Try it!  You may also leave a message on the 
LPVA message line: 
a message to <SCC-All@LPVA.com>.

The LPVA is eager to help you.  The first 
step you should take is to fill out the pro-

The form requests basic information (your 
name, the office you’re interested in seek-
ing, and related data).  Once you submit it, 
LPVA officers will contact you promptly to 
discuss how the state committee can help 

Try it!  You may also leave a message on the 
703-715-6230; or send 

11/3/2009:  General election

 ------------- Primary (if held: June 9) -------------

• Governor (4-year term)
• Lieutenant Governor (4-year term)
• Attorney General (4-year term)
• Co. Board (Arlington) (4-year term)
• House of Delegates (100 districts; 2-year term)
• City Commonwealth’s Attorney, Sheriff, and Treasurer
 (4-year terms) Note:  If a City shares Clerk of Circuit
 Court, Commonwealth’s Attorney, Sheriff, and Treasurer
 with a County, then the City elects at same time as County.

• City Commissioner of Revenue (4-year term)
• County Board of Supervisors (51 Counties, 4-year term)
• County School Board (47 counties, 4-year term)
• City Council (Charlottesville, 4-year term)
• City School Board (Charlottesville, 4-year term)
• Town Council (3 towns, terms vary - set by charter)

05/04/2010:  Municipal elections

Primary, if held:  March 2.

City Council  24 cities
City School Boards 14 cities
Town Council  163 towns
City or Town Mayor
Town Treasurer
Town Recorder (Clerk)

11/02/2010:  General election

U. S. House of Representatives All 11 districts
County Board of Supervisors  Arlington County only
County School Board Arlington County only
City Council   12 cities
City School Board  6 cities
Town Council  17 towns
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If you have questions about reporting 
requirements or qualifications, call the State 

Board of Elections at 800 552-9745, or visit them 
on the web:  www.sbe.state.va.us

P
olitical analysts frequently consider 
what it means to be a libertarian. In 
fact, in 1997, Charles Murray published 

a short book entitled “What It Means to Be 
a Libertarian” that does an excellent job of 
presenting the core principles of libertarian 
political philosophy. But almost no one ever 
discusses what it feels like to be a libertarian. 
How does it actually feel to be someone who 
holds the principles described in Murray’s 
book?

I’ll tell you. It feels bad. Being a libertar-
ian means living with an almost unendurable 
level of frustration. It means being subject to 
unending scorn and derision despite being in-
evitably proven correct by events. How does 
it feel to be a libertarian? Imagine what the 
internal life of Cassandra must have been and 
you will have a pretty good idea.

Imagine spending two decades warning 
that government policy is leading to a major 
economic collapse, and then, when the col-
lapse comes, watching the world conclude 
that markets do not work.

Imagine continually explaining that 
markets function because they have a built in 
corrective mechanism; that periodic contrac-
tions are necessary to weed out unproductive 
ventures; that continually loosening credit 
to avoid such corrections just puts off the 
day of reckoning and inevitably leads to a 
larger recession; that this is precisely what 
the government did during the 1920’s that led 
to the great depression; and then, when the 

recession hits, seeing it offered as proof of 
the failure of laissez-faire capitalism.

Imagine spending years decrying 
federal intervention in the home mortgage 
market; pointing out the dangers associated 
with legislation such as the Community Re-
investment Act that forces lenders to make 
more risky loans than they otherwise would; 
testifying before Congress on the lack of 
oversight and inevitable insolvency of Fan-
nie Mae and Freddie Mac to legislators who 
angrily respond either that one is “exaggerat-
ing a threat of safety and soundness . . . which 
I do not see” (Barney Frank) or “[If it ain’t 
broke, why do you want to fix it? Have the 
GSEs [government-sponsored enterprises] 
ever missed their housing goals” (Maxine 
Waters) or “[The problem that we have and 
that we are faced with is maybe some indi-
viduals who wanted to do away with GSEs 
in the first place” (Gregory Meeks) or that 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac are “one of the 
great success stories of all time” (Christopher 
Dodd); and arguing that the moral hazard 
created by the implicit federal backing of 
such privately-owned government-spon-
sored enterprises is likely to set off a wave 
of unjustifiably risky investments, and then, 
when the housing market implodes under the 
weight of bad loans, watching the collapse 
get blamed on the greed and rapaciousness 
of “Wall Street.”

I remember attending a lecture at 
Georgetown in the mid-1990s given by a 
member of the libertarian Cato Institute in 
which he predicted that, unless changed, 
government policy would trigger an eco-
nomic crisis by 2006. That prediction was 
obviously ideologically-motivated alarmism. 
After all, the crisis did not occur until 2008.

Libertarians spend their lives accurately 
predicting the future effects of government 
policy. Their predictions are accurate because 
they are derived from Hayek’s insights into 
the limitations of human knowledge, from 
the recognition that the people who comprise 
the government respond to incentives just 
like anyone else and are not magically trans-
formed to selfless agents of the good merely 
by accepting government employment, from 
the awareness that for government to provide 
a benefit to some, it must first take it from 
others, and from the knowledge that politi-
cians cannot repeal the laws of economics. 

What It Feels Like To Be A Libertarian
For the same reason, their predictions are 
usually negative and utterly inconsistent with 
the utopian wishful-thinking that lies at the 
heart of virtually all contemporary political 
advocacy. And because no one likes to hear 
that he cannot have his cake and eat it too 
or be told that his good intentions cannot 
be translated into reality either by waving a 
magic wand or by passing legislation, these 
predictions are greeted not merely with dis-
belief, but with derision.

It is human nature to want to shoot the 
messenger bearing unwelcome tidings. And 
so, for the sin of continually pointing out 
that the emperor has no clothes, libertarians 
are attacked as heartless bastards devoid of 
compassion for the less fortunate, despicable 
flacks for the rich or for business interests, 
unthinking dogmatists who place blind faith 
in the free market, or, at best, members of the 
lunatic fringe.

Cassandra’s curse was to always tell the 
truth about the future, but never be believed. 
If you add to that curse that she would be 
ridiculed, derided, and shunned for mak-
ing her predictions, you have a pretty fair 
approximation of what it feels like to be a 
libertarian.

If you’d like a taste of what it feels like 
to be a libertarian, try telling people that the 
incoming Obama Administration is advocat-
ing precisely those aspects of FDR’s New 
Deal that prolonged the great depression 
for a decade; that propping up failed and 
failing ventures with government money in 
order to save jobs in the present merely shifts 
resources from relatively more to relatively 
less productive uses, impedes the corrective 
process, undermines the economic growth 
necessary for recovery, and increases un-
employment in the long term; and that any 
“economic” stimulus package will inexo-
rably be made to serve political rather than 
economic ends, and see what kind of reaction 
you get. And trust me, it won’t feel any better 
five or ten years from now when everything 
you have just said has been proven true and 
Obama, like FDR, is nonetheless revered as 
the savior of the country. 

----------------------
Dr. John Hasnas (send him email at 

<hasnasj@law.duke.edu> is an Associate 
Professor at the McDonough School of Busi-
ness, Georgetown University.

John 

Hasnas
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A
re you new to the Libertarian Party 
and the libertarian movement?  Or are 
you an “old-timer” who knows more 

about the history of the Party than anyone 
else in the state?  Either way, you can put 
your passion to work.

Volunteer!
The Libertarian Party is a grassroots po-

litical organization. Most of the day-to-day 
work of our party and our campaigns is done 
by tens of thousands of volunteers working at 
the state and local level - and without them, 
we wouldn’t be here.  Thank *you* for your 
willingness to pitch in and help build a new 
political majority in America!

Here is a list of functions for which we 
need volunteers.  Pick one, and contact me!

1.  Political Director

The Political Director will guide LPVA’s 
political strategy. Primary responsibilities 
include:

* Recruit Libertarian Party members to run 
as candidates for federal, state and local of-
fice.
* Follow-up with all leads generated by the 
form at http://Campaign.LPVA.com
* Persuade our candidates and volunteers to 
enroll in political training such as that avail-
able from the Leadership Institute.
* Develop political strategy to help elect Lib-
ertarians to state and local office.
* Write political plan for LPVA’s activities 
through next LPVA convention.
* Develop targeted political strategy for our 
candidates and for key regions or districts.
* Offer strategic guidance to campaigns.
* Advise our endorsed candidates.
* Contact all Libertarians running for state 
and local office and encourage them to apply 
for our formal endorsement.
* Build relationships with allies and our 
sister/brother organizations, such as VCDL, 
Va-NORML, etc.
* Work with Communications Committee on 
message strategy.
 
Qualifications:

The Political Director should:

* Be a current Sustaining (or above) member 
of the Libertarian Party.
* Possess sound political judgment.
* Have in-depth knowledge of state and local 
politics.
* Have experience in use of polling, research, 
targeting, direct mail & direct voter contact.
* Be able to handle multiple priorities in dif-
ferent districts with different deadlines.
* Have success in working with different 
constituencies.
* Communicate effectively with strong writ-
ing skills.
* Be a self starter.
* Be available on nights and weekends if nec-
essary, for as frequent-as-possible meetings 
with candidates and volunteers.
* Be committed to the goal of a Libertarian 
society.
* Be willing to do what it takes to get the 
job done.
* Have working knowledge of office soft-
ware such as MS-Office, Corel Office, or 
OpenOffice; as well as email programs.
* Last but not least, have a sense of humor.

2.  ‘Virginia Liberty’
Editor

After almost five years of editing Virginia 
Liberty, the current editor (yours truly) 
thinks it’s time for some fresh eyes on the 

product.  In this day and age of attractive 
and sophisticated print presentation, Virginia 
Liberty needs some fresh design.  The Lib-
ertarian Party of Virginia must continue to 
publish a print newsletter; as it is one of the 
few real, non-electronic contacts we make 
with many of our fellow members.  Email is 
a great supplemental contact method, but it 
isn’t a substitute for something you can hold 
in your hands.

POSITION SPECIFICS: One position 
(statewide) available; applicant should have 
some desktop publishing / design experi-
ence.  Dates & Times required:  Bimonthly 
schedule -- Jan/Feb, Mar/Apr, May/Jun, ...  
(NOTE:  This is for the typesetting/layout 
end of production only; a mailing house pre-
pares the physical product for mailing.)  Five 
to ten hours per month.  See: http://lpva.com/
HTML/vaLibertyArchive.php for samples of 
back issues.

3.  Development Chair
Actual title is “Financial Development Com-
mittee” (FDC) chairman.  The FDC chair 
sees to the composition & production of 
letters to the LPVA membership informing 
our members of current projects and invit-
ing their support.  Goal is one letter every 
5 weeks.

POSITION SPECIFICS: One position 
(statewide) available.  Dates & Times re-
quired: Various; based on fast-breaking news 
and new opportunities for LPVA projects.  
Roughly five hours per letter. (NOTE:  This 
is for the typesetting/layout end of produc-
tion only; a mailing house prepares the physi-
cal product for mailing.)

4.  Pledge Director

The Monthly Pledge Director’s job is to 
call current LPVA members and invite them 
to support their party with a $5 or more 
monthly pledge.  The goal for this commit-
tee will be to recruit enough monthly pledges 
to support the ongoing efforts of the Party in 
Virginia ($1000/mo in pledges by December 
1, 2009).

POSITION SPECIFICS: Five regional 
positions (West, North, Central, East, South) 
available.  Dates & Times required: Make 
five calls once a week.  Two to five hours 
per month.

5.  New Inquiry Liaison

There are plenty of people requesting more 
information about the Libertarian Party.  
Normally, these people are referred to 1) 
their congressional district chairman, and 2) 
their local contact or committee (if there is 
one).  Right now, we seem to be getting be-
tween ten and thirty new inquiries per month.  
If you like talking about libertarianism, and 
would like to help welcome new libertarians 
and get them signed up as donating members, 

please get in touch with me as soon as pos-
sible.  We want these folks to be called via 
phone (or visited if close by, with LP lit in 
hand!).  For more information about what 
this job entails, see:

http://snipurl.com/Tips-NewInquiries

POSITION SPECIFICS: One or more 
positions available Dates & Times required: 
Weekly duties on a recurring basis.  Five to 
ten hours per month total; between ten and 
thirty new inquiries per month is typical.

6.  “Old Dominion 
Liberty Letter” 

Editor

Old Dominion Liberty Letter Publication 
Committee -- This position is for a perma-
nent editor.  The job requires a punctual self-
starter who is willing to seek out and summa-
rize an average of five brief news items that 
would be of interest to Virginia Libertarians, 
and seeing to it that the publication is sent in 
a timely way to the LPVA Announcements 
list (or our feed list, which should be online 
soon).

POSITION SPECIFICS:  One position 
available.  Dates & Times required: Weekly 
duties on a recurring basis.  Two hours per 
week.

7.  Student Outreach

Youth are the future of our movement, our 
party, and our nation.  Let’s talk to them!  
This job requires a detail-oriented person 
to seek bookings for LP speakers at high 
schools & on college campuses.  The Coor-
dinator will need to a) find a few speakers 
willing to make presentations to high school 
audiences, get a commitment from them to 
be available for speaking engagements once 
a month, and then b) approach high schools 
with the list of available speakers and their 
speaking slots and try to get those speakers 
booked with as many school engagements as 
they are willing to cover.  Provide instructors 
with LP literature to hand out.  Ask if stu-
dents can be given a graded assignment to in-
terview or review the speaker; or at least for 
extra credit.  Relay LPVA’s offer of a chance 
at winning a $100 scholarship check for any 
graded essays written about the LPVA or one 
of its endorsed candidates.

POSITION SPECIFICS: Five regional 
positions (West, North, Central, East, 
South) available.  Dates & Times required: 
Mail speaker booking offer to one county’s 
schools each week; contact at least one po-
tential speaker each week.  Attend as many 
of each speaker’s presentations as possible, 
carrying a selection of quiz cards and general 
LP literature -- as well as a sign-up sheet 
for “more information” to pass around to 
students in the audience.  Five to ten hours 
per month.

8.  Media Release 
Composition

If you like to write rapid-response articles 
to whatever boondoggle your friendly gov-
ernment has unleashed upon the world this 
week, this job is for you.  We already have 
the “fax blast” list as well as an email distri-
bution list.  All we need is someone willing 
to generate media release content from the 
Libertarian perspective one (or, preferably, 
more) times per week.

POSITION SPECIFICS: One position 
available.  Dates & Times required: Monthly 
duties on a recurring basis.  Five to ten hours 
per month.

9.  Media Relations 
Coordinator

The Media Relations Coordinator is the per-
son who follows-up with reporters about our 
media releases.

POSITION SPECIFICS: Three positions 
available.  Dates & Times required: Monthly 
duties on a recurring basis.  Five to ten hours 
per month.

10.  General Assembly 
Watchman

Three or more individuals to make sure the 
Libertarian perspective is heard within the 
halls of the state legislature during each 
session; as well as meeting with legislators 
during their legislative office open houses 
and during subcommittee hearings in the 
off-season.  Our General Assembly team will 
make sure the LPVA membership is alerted to 
new threats to their lives, liberty, or property; 
with an eye toward organizing “Libertarian 
Lobbying Days” in future GA sessions.  

POSITION SPECIFICS: Three or more 
positions available.  Dates & Times re-
quired: During General Assembly sessions, 
Jan-March.  30 or more hours per week 
during Session (this one’s a marathon, not 
a sprint!).

10.  Local Affiliate Field 
Coordinator

The Field Coordinator will find counties or 
cities with enough LPVA members (at least 
ten) to organize an independent county or 
city committee, and will call organizational 
meetings.  After the organizational meeting 
the Field Coordinator will continue attending 
their meetings on a regular basis, and encour-
age & guide their continued development 
with an eye toward getting them running 
with a consistent membership recruitment 
program and a candidate recruitment drive.  
We have 18 localities with enough LP mem-
bers to support a single-jurisdiction local 
party.  An active, organized, focused, single-
jurisdiction local party is the single best way 
to recruit credible candidates for offices such 
as Board of Supervisors.  Libertarians are 
proven to have a reasonable chance of win-
ning) local-level races.

POSITION SPECIFICS: Three or more 
regional positions available (initially North, 
Central, East).  Dates & Times required: 
Monthly duties on a recurring basis.  Five 
to ten hours per month.  Modest travel in-
volved.

The Volunteer Opportunities Page

To seek any of these positions, email your cover letter, resume, and 
any appropriate references to <Secretary©LPVA.com>.  

You may also fax to 804-288-2766.

Questions should be directed to the Secretary at the above email ad-
dress or via phone at 804-288-2766.
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“
The biggest lesson I’ve learned in 35 years of 
consumer reporting: The market performs mir-
acles so routinely that we take it for granted. 

Supermarkets provide 30,000 choices at rock-bottom 
prices. We take it for granted that when we stick a 
piece of plastic in a wall, cash will come out; that 

when we give the same plastic to a stranger, he will 
rent us a car, and the next month, VISA will have the 
accounting correct to the penny. By contrast, “ex-

perts” in government can’t even count the vote accu-
rately. That’s why I talk about market magic.”

-- libertarian journalist John Stossel
snipurl.com/MarketMagic

T
he Virginia Fu-
sion Center, 
sister to 39 

other state-federal fu-
sion centers across the 
country, is in the news 

again.
It’s not because of the over-arching 

mission of these fusion centers, a product 
of the 9-11 Commission’s recommendation 
to break down the walls between local, state, 
and federal law enforcement and disaster re-
sponse. ... [and] require a much higher level 
of centralized coordination among federal 
and state law enforcement and emergency 
services than had ever been previously con-
templated.    This is old news.

It s not because of last year’s Richmond 
debate over HB1007, which would have vio-
lated Virginia s open government regulations 
in favor of fed-state secrecy, relating to the 
data gathered and shared by the Virginia Fu-
sion Center.  

And the Virginia Fusion Center is not 
in the news for its curious website, including 
weekly notices of concern to residents or its 
canned brownshirt headliner the Seven Signs 
of Terrorism.   

No, the VFC is in the news because of 
its first major report, the 2009 Virginia Ter-
rorism Threat Assessment.   It comes on the 
heels of the problematic and ultimately with-
drawn MIAC Strategic Report: The Modern 
Militia Movement, where third party bumper 
stickers on your car could indicate a domestic 
terrorist threat.    

In the 2009 Virginia Terrorism Threat 
Assessment incidentally NOT linked to 
the VFC website we find that even though 
there’s really nothing to worry about, Vir-
ginians still need to be very afraid and very 
grateful.  While there is no intelligence that 
indicates terrorists are currently planning at-
tacks in Virginia, the presence of extremists, 
evidence of trends linked to terrorism, and 
the abundance of potential targets, suggests 
that the potential for Virginia to be targeted 
remains significant.  

The 215-page report is explains the vari-
ous international terrorist groups and their 
background, albeit reprinted from public 
federal sources.  It also discusses the variety 
of domestic terrorism that may or may not 
exist in the Commonwealth.   For example, 
Virginia apparently has anarchist groups.    

An important anarchist group, the Vir-

ginia Anarchist Federation website is listed 
as http://vaf.wikidot.com/.  A quick visit to 
this site informs us that The Virginia Anar-
chist Federation is currently inactive until 
further notice. Members are focusing their 
energy on forming and maintaining local 
groups at this time.   It also posts a group 
photograph of a 2008 meeting of the federa-
tion in Richmond, showing 25 or so smiling, 
normal looking people.  It s a good thing the 
VFC is on the job, helping keep us all safe 
from all the anarchists.

Virginia may also be threatened by mi-
litias, lone wolf extremists, sovereign citizen 
groups, and interest groups.   This would lead 
one to expect that Virginia is slightly less 
threatened by militias than by anarchists, but 
not so fast!  We should be worried about the 
Virginia Citizens Militia, Virginia Freeborn 
Militia, and Live Free of Northern Virginia.   
The Fusion Center is particularly concerned 
with a new group that has posted this alarm-
ing website: http://vamilitia.ning.com/  
-- Oops, That Page Doesn’t Exist.  Oops, 
indeed.

What matters is that Virginians get 
alarmed, and get grateful for the VFC.

Lone wolf extremists are also a severe 
danger to Virginians, earning 39 mentions in 
the report just one less than anarchists and 
three more than militias.   Unlike groups with 
defunct web sites, or those that posts full col-
or group photographs, lone wolves are scary 
to say the least and the hardest to track.  

Be afraid.  That is the message of the 
VFC.  The Libertarian Party of Virginia is 
afraid not of the VFC, but of unchecked 
growth of intrusive and expensive govern-
ment under a thinly veiled cover of public 
safety. 

The only thing being kept safe by the 
Virginia Fusion Center is government jobs, 
at the expense not only of Commonwealth 
dollars, but common sense as well. 

-----------------

Karen Kwiatkowski, Ph.D. is a retired USAF 
lieutenant colonel, has written on defense 
issues with a libertarian perspective for 
MilitaryWeek.com, hosted the call-in radio 
show American Forum, and blogs occasion-
ally for Huffingtonpost.com and Liberty 
and Power.  See her article archive at http:
//www.LewRockwell.com/Kwiatkowski/
Kwiatkowski-arch.html .

campaign buttons, campaign memorabilia, 
campaign newspaper clippings, books, mag-
azine articles, Harry Browne Special Reports 
newsletters, Brochures, wardrobe, personal 
Items, music by Harry Browne, personal 
documents, reel-to-reel tapes, video tapes, 
audio tapes, CDs, and DVDs.

The Library Museum is viewed by 
guided tour only. Tours last approximately 
½ hour. Additional time should be allowed if 
you wish to read any of the library materials 
after the tour.

 Gift Shop:  Available for purchase are 
some of Harry Browne’s books, music CDs, 
videos, and audio albums ~ as well as Statue 
of Liberty pins.

Library Museum Hours and Days: The 
building is open from 12 noon until 6 p.m. 
seven days a week by appointment only.

The Library Museum is closed on 
Thanksgiving Day; Christmas Eve & Christ-
mas Day, and New Year’s Eve and Day.

Admission is free. Donations and gifts 
are welcome in order to achieve the Library 
Museum goals.

Parking is limited, so please consult 
when making your reservation.

Reservations are required for the tour.  
Please email: Pamela Wolfe Browne at: 
PLWBrowne@HarryBrowne.org to reserve 
in advance.

Gravesite Memorial: Although the 
gravestone has been designed, it has not 
been produced. But you may visit the fu-
ture gravesite in Mt. Gur Cemetery on West 
Bodenhamer Street, located just two blocks 
from the Library Museum.

P
residents have 
“Presidential Li-
braries” opened 

as their memorials.  But 
there are other people 
more important than 
Presidents.  After all, 
“The man who can make 
two ears of corn or two 
blades of grass grow on 
the spot where only one 
grew before would de-
serve better of mankind 
and render more essential 
service to the country 
than the whole race of 
politicians put together,” 
in the words of Jonathan 
Swift.

But now, Harry 
Browne (June 17, 1933 
- March 1, 2006), a com-
mitted advocate of free-
dom for the better part of 
his life, now has a modest 
museum dedicated to his memory as well.

Browne was an American free-market 
Libertarian writer and the Libertarian Party’s 
1996 & 2000 candidate for President of the 
United States. He was also a well-known 
investment advisor for over thirty years, 
author of “Harry Browne’s Special Report” 
-- a financial newsletter published from 
1974-1997, author of 17 books and thou-
sands of articles, Co-founder and Director 
of Public Policy of the libertarian Downsize 
DC Foundation, host of two weekly network 
radio shows -- one a political and the other 
a financial show, host of an ETV (internet-
based television) show called “This Week in 
Liberty with Harry Browne” on the Internet 
based Free Market News Network, a con-
sultant to the Permanent Portfolio Family 
of Funds, and a popular inspirational public 
speaker.

The Harry Browne Library Museum is 
housed in a small building in Kernersville, 
NC.  On exhibit are Harry Browne manu-
scripts, photographs, awards, presidential 

Browne Library/Museum

Harry Browne (on right)
NOTE: Photo by Marc Montoni.  Taken Sept. 22, 2000, at a 

reception for Browne in Norfolk, VA.

OPINION

Virginia Fusion Center:
Early Warning or Elaborate 

Waste?

Karen 
Kwiatkowski

“
Wherever there is 

a jackboot stomp-
ing on a human 

face there will be a well-
heeled Western liberal 
to explain that the face 

does, after all, enjoy free 
health care and 100 per-

cent literacy.”
John Derbyshire

Reviewed by Marc Montoni

Fund-raising by LP candidates and their opposition.  Amounts are as 
of December 31, 2008, the most recent available as of press time.  
For federal candidates, see www.FEC.gov; for Virginia candidates, see 
www.SBE.Virginia.gov.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Pty Candidate  Funds Votes Vote Pct
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
US House of Representatives District 1

(L) Nathan Larson  $0 5,265  1.46%
(R) Rob Wittman  $998,693 203,839  56.57%
(D) Bill S. Day, Jr.   $218,890 150,432  41.75%
Write In   $0 756  0.20%

US Senate

(L) Redpath, Bill  $44,718 20,269  0.55%
(D) Mark Warner  $13,663,049 2,369,327  65.03%
(R) Jim Gilmore  $2,437,715 1,228,830  33.72%
(IG) Gail Parker  $48,313 21,690  0.59%
Write In   $0 3,178  0.08%

US Presidential Candidates - Fundraising, Votes, & Vote %

(L) Barr, Bob  $1,405,899 11,067  0.29%
(D) Obama, Barack                    $976,830,398 1,959,532  52.62%
(R) McCain, John                    $604,951,924 1,725,005  46.33%
(Rf) Nader, Ralph  $4,510,191 11,483  0.30%
Write In    6,355  0.17%
(G) McKinney, C  $240,360 2,344  0.06%
(C) Baldwin, Chuck  $262,010 7,474  0.20%

2008 Vote Results 
& Fundraising
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H
ere’s a challenge to every member of 
the LPVA: Find One and Sign One.  

This month, make it a point to carry an 
LPVA membership form in your wallet, and 
talk about the LP with your friends, family, 
and coworkers.  Just cut out the form on page 
8; or print off as many forms as you need by 
downloading from:

Membership.LPVA.com
If you find someone ready to join, sign 

them up on the spot, collect their membership 
dues, and send them to me (LPVA Secretary 
Marc Montoni) for processing.

A Challenge

 End Asset Forfeiture!

L
et’s be clear about what civil asset for-
feiture is not:

• It’s not confiscation of contraband or 
illegal goods.

• It’s not property that has been withheld 
as evidence during a criminal investigation.

• It’s not a fine or restitution imposed on 
someone duly convicted of a crime

Civil asset forfeiture instead refers to 
legal property or cash owned by individuals 
not charged with any crime, which is nev-
ertheless seized by law enforcement agents 
who merely suspect it was used in a crime.

• If tens of thousands of dollars in cash 

are found in a person’s home, it is automati-
cally suspected of having been used in drug 
dealing, because no “normal” person would 
have that much cash lying around. “Odd or 
eccentric people”, who distrust banks and 
keep their savings at home, are at risk.

• If trace amounts of marijuana are 
found in a vehicle, the vehicle may be seized, 
even if the owner was unaware that any drugs 
were transported in the vehicle.

The Civil Asset Forfeiture Reform Act 
of 2000 (CAFRA), was intended to correct 
some of the worst abuses. (More information 
on the history of Civil Asset Forfeiture and 
CAFRA are found on our Background page.) 
But abuses and outrages continue . . .

• A police dog’s sniff of bundles of cash 
totaling $124,700 was used as sufficient evi-
dence for the government to confiscate the 
money, even though a large percentage of 
currency in circulation contains traces of nar-
cotics, and the government couldn’t establish 
how or when the money was used in criminal 

activity.

• An Ohio 
man who kept a 
small amount of 
medical mari-
juana and who 
also kept his 
life savings in 
his own home 
saw the money 
taken by the FBI 
– even though 
he was never 
charged with 
marijuana pos-
session.

• Individu-
als who con-
sent to police 
searches can 
lose money 
kept in their cars 
– even where there is no trace of illegal drugs 
or suspicion of illegal activity.

• A woman charged with illegally sell-
ing medical equipment saw her assets frozen 
by the government, on the grounds that her 
wealth was from ill-gotten gains - preventing 
her from hiring adequate counsel to defend 
herself, as is her right under the 6th Amend-
ment.

Civil asset 
forfeiture can’t be 
“fixed” because its 
very essence breeds 
conflict-of-interest.

• Federal law 
enforcement seized 
$1.6 billion last year 
– triple the amount 
four years ago.

• The Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms, and Ex-
plosives ordered 
Leathermen toolkits 
for their agents, en-
graved with the motto “Always Think For-
feiture.” Fortunately, the program was halted 
thanks to the objection of Rep. Bill Sali, but 
it expresses the attitude that federal law en-
forcement agents should put plunder ahead of 
the interests of justice.

• States seized $1.52 billion in 2007; 
the State of Texas by itself collected $125 
million, and many police department budgets 
are reliant on forfeiture, or “addicted to drug 

Take 
Action!

“If you want government 
to intervene domestically, 

you’re a liberal. If you 
want government to intervene 

overseas, you’re a conservative. If 
you want government to intervene 
everywhere, you’re a moderate. 
If you don’t want government to 
intervene anywhere, you’re an 

extremist.” – Joseph Sobran (1995)

Rolling Brownouts

Y
ears ago, I would actually listen to 
lectures by economists on how the 
electric grid might function better. 

Pretty much only one thing remains in my 
head, the conclusion: Regulatory agencies 
and government-run electrical companies 
tend to be very inefficient when it comes to 
capitalizing their enterprises.

Have you nodded off, yet?
Sorry. There’s always been something 

a bit boring about these discussions. But the 
subject matter is really worth staying awake 
for.  Why?

Well, experts predict that in as soon as 
three years, Washington, D.C., Virginia, and 
Maryland - the area where I live - will be 
enduring rolling brownouts.

It’s not the fault of PJM, the already-
regulated electric transmission company 
servicing the area. It’s the fault of members 
of Virginia’s State Corporation Commission 
and Maryland’s Public Service Commission.

Yes, ever more people are moving into 
the area. But the officials in charge of allow-
ing new electric infrastructure to be set in 
place are refusing to grant permission to lay 
down the miles of new high-voltage electric 
lines the increasing demand requires.

What’s their rationale? Board members 
say they need more studies. Bureaucrats love 
studies. Could it be that friends and family 
and business partners of the board would be 
amongst those doing the studies?

I bet economists would have a less in-
cendiary explanation. But the upshot is clear. 
Bureaucracies can be dangerously slow insti-
tutions to rest progress upon.

Transparently Faster

I
f a promise is important, clear, and spe-
cific - and keeping it would be the hon-
orable thing to do - well then, it’s bad to 

break it.
Alas, political candidates make and 

break such promises all the time. They make 
the promises to get votes, then break them 
from political expediency.

Usually, politicians don’t admit this. 
Usually, if they note the lapse at all, they 
plead some fictitious but awesome and unex-
pected impediment.

So, for example, candidate Obama’s 
promise that final legislation going to the 
president’s desk would be accessible online 
in every detail for a full five days before he 
signed it — well, that quickly went by the 
wayside. So has the idea of tracking every 
particular of so-called “stimulus” spending. 
Technical difficulties, they say.

Who knew the web-savvy Obama cam-
paign would have so much trouble with “the 
Internets thing” once they got into power?

For some reason, however, a private 
company — unburdened by the rush to sign 
us all into permanent debt bondage — is 
doing much better when it comes to report-
ing the runaway spending. The Washington 
Times tells us that a firm called Onvia is 
tracking federal expenditures “down to the 
local level . . . in real-time speed.” Onvia has 
free software that people can use to follow 
the dollars.

Sounds like time for a little outsourc-
ing.

Oh, wait, I forgot. The Obama adminis-
tration is opposed to outsourcing.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.

Common Sense by Paul Jacob is sponsored by The Sam Adams Alliance.

ThisIsCommonSense.com

money.” This encour-
ages them to seize 
the money after drug 
sales have been made, 
rather than keeping 
the drugs away from 
children – defeating 
the nominal purpose 
of the War on Drugs

Unfortunately, 
federal courts have 
used twisted logic 
to uphold civil asset 
forfeitures. They have 
contended that since 
the property itself is 
condemned, and not 
its owner, norms like 
“innocent until proven 
guilty” do not apply. 
But if the government 
can seize your life sav-
ings, or your house, or 

the car you need to get to work, the effective 
punishment is as bad or worse than the penal-
ties imposed upon conviction of a crime – yet 
the owner of the seized property possesses no 
due process rights.

Because the courts will not act to end 
civil asset forfeitures, Congress must. An-
other “compromise” asset forfeiture bill will 
only lead to more abuses and outrages. Civil 

asset forfeiture must 
be abolished. Tell 
Congress to . . .

• Require full 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 
and Eighth Amend-
ment protection for 
all federal proceed-
ings against owners 
of personal property. 
(See these Amend-
ments on the Back-
ground page.)

 
• Permit sei-

zures of criminal 
profits only upon 
criminal conviction 
of its owner.

• Permit seizures of legally-owned prop-
erty only if its owner is convicted of a crime, 
to pay for fines, court costs, or restitution.

• Withhold federal funds to all state and 
local law enforcement agencies that engage 
in civil asset forfeiture.

• Enforce the 14th Amendment’s re-
quirement that “no person shall be deprived 
of ... property, without due process of law” by 
allowing victims of state and local seizures to 
contest forfeitures in federal court.

The Downsize DC Foundation is a 
non-partisan, non-profit educational 
foundation. It does not participate in 

political campaigns, and does not sup-
port, endorse, or oppose candidates 

for public office (nor do we want to do 
so). Contributions to the Foundation 

are tax-deductible if you itemize.

Downsize DC Foundation
6718 Lenclair Street

Alexandria, VA 22306
DownsizeDC.org or DownsizeDC.com

E-Z Instructions:

1.  Go to:

 snipurl.com/AssetForfeiture

2.  Scroll down to the link that 
says “End Asset Forfeiture” 
and click it;

3.  Follow the instructions for 
sending your own customized 
message to your congressman 
in support of HR 3343.

4.  Done!
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LPVA State Central Committee:

Officers and CD Chairs

Libertarian National Committee: 

Officers and Representatives

•  Adopted a Resolution regarding Tim Kai-
ne’s appointment to serve as Democratic Na-
tional Committee Chairman.  Summarized, 
the Resolution read:  “Whereas Tim Kaine 
was duly elected to serve as Governor of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, taking office on 
January 14, 2006 to serve through January 
14, 2010, and whereas the governor should 
conduct himself in a non-partisan manner in 
the execution of his fiduciary duties and re-
sponsibilities to all citizens of the Common-
wealth; and Whereas Governor Kaine was 
recently appointed to serve as chair of the 
Democratic National Committee (“DNC”), 
a partisan position with fiduciary responsi-
bilities to the membership of the Democratic 
Party, to serve on a part time basis until 2010 
when he is expected to serve on a full time 
basis; and recognizing that conflicts of inter-
est will arise between the non-partisan duties 
of a governor and the partisan duties of a par-
ty chairman; and recognizing that a fiduciary 
cannot operate to the full extent of his office 
when a conflict of interest exists; and where-
as Governor Kaine has a prior responsibility 
to complete the term of the office to which he 
was elected, the State Central Committee of 
the Libertarian Party of Virginia calls upon 
Governor Kaine to resign immediately from 
his position as chair of the DNC.”

•  Adopted a Resolution in support of Dan-
gerousID legislation, which read: “Whereas 
Virginia has been a leader in supporting 
personal freedom and the liberty to travel 

January 14, 2009 SCC Meeting

Summarized by Marc Montoni

The State Central Committee is the 
policy making body of the LPVA.

A 
regular meeting of the State Central 
Committee (SCC) was held on Sat-
urday, January 14, 2009, at the Bleu 

Bistro in Henrico County, VA.  The meeting 
was called to order by chairman Jeff Bowles 
at 12:01 pm.  Vice Chairman Jim Lark and 
Secretary Marc Montoni were present; Trea-
surer Kevin McKenna was absent.

Under LPVA rules, Libertarian Party 
Congressional District Committee Chairs are 
entitled to a voting seat at SCC meetings; or 
they can delegate the duty to any other LPVA 
member.  District chairs (or designees) in 
attendance included: Mary Buzuma (CD2); 
Bob Lynch (CD3); James Curtis (CD5); 
Bryan Gilkerson (CD6); Louis Gifford 
(CD7); Jonathan McGlumphy (CD9); and 
Bill Wood (CD10).

Unrepresented district committees (e.g., 
neither the chair nor his delegate attended) 
included Don Tabor (CD4); Steve Dasbach 
(CD8);  and CD11 (seat vacant).

Guests at the meeting included David 
Englert, Matt Cholko, Jon Walker, and Liz 
Bowles (member).

The following are the actions that were 
taken at this meeting:

•  Approved the draft Minutes of the Septem-
ber meeting as submitted by the Secretary .

LPVA FINANCIAL CONDITION 

without undue harassment, the Libertarian 
Party of Virginia support for legislation such 
as HB 1587 and the companion SB 1431, 
which direct the Virginia government to 
remain independent from the federal real id 
program.”

• Discussed plans for Convention 2010.

• Discussed finding some help for the Trea-
surer.

• Directed the chairman to contact Treasurer 
Kevin McKenna regarding his ability to con-
tinue fulfilling his duties as Treasurer.

•  Discussed an Invitation to Purchase the 
domain “LPVA.ORG”; the body agreed to 
take no action.

•  Discussed LPVA’s participation at the up-
coming State Chairs Conference.

•  Adopted a Resolution recognizing the ser-
vice of Scott Wakeman as 11th CD chairman, 
which read: “The State Central Committee of 
the Libertarian Party of Virginia expresses its 
appreciation and gratitude to Scott Wakeman 
for his service as chairman of the Eleventh 
Congressional District Committee. We offer 
our best wishes to him and his family.”

•  Adopted April 18, 2009 as the next meet-
ing date, in Richmond.

•  Adjourned at 2:34 p.m.

Complete information next issue!

The Treasurer reported that as of March 
31, 2009, the LPVA’s checking account held 
a balance of $24,752.43.  This amount in-
cluded balances in several funds, as follows: 

Ballot Access Committee 4,564.61
Business Services -482.40
Chair Discretionary 500.00
Communications   1,297.80
Financial Development 194.68
General Fund  4,277.98
Local Affiliates  5,141.64
Memb. Development 7,133.86
Payable to LNC 275.00
Political Development 997.49
State Convention 112.16
Targeted Contr - Holding 1,215.00
Virginia Liberty -251.07

The Treasurer also reported the following 
Revenue and Expenses for January through 
March, 2009:

Revenue

Contributions For Party 150.00
Interest Income 27.05
LPVA Membership Dues 155.00
Pledge Program 150.00
Targeted Contributions 1,200.00

Total Income 1,682.05

Expenses

Software  108.98
Credit card processing fee 121.05
Income taxes  150.30
Internet expense  149.97
Other expense  48.00
Postage  46.04
State Convention expense  

2,731.16
Telephone  110.92
Virginia Liberty  481.02

Total Expense  3,947.44

Net Income  -2,265.39

For the complete Treasurer’s Report filed 
with the SCC, see the LPVA web site or 
request the archival Agenda Packet and Min-
utes from the Secretary.

April 18, 2009 SCC

Summarized by Marc Montoni

T
he most recent meeting of the State 
Central Committee (SCC) was held 
on Saturday, April 18, 2009, at the 

Bleu Bistro in Henrico County, VA.  The 
meeting was called to order by chairman Jeff 
Bowles at 12:01 pm.  All officers, including 
Vice Chairman Jim Lark, Secretary Marc 
Montoni and Treasurer Kevin McKenna, 
were present.

Under LPVA rules, Libertarian Party 
Congressional District Committee Chairs are 
entitled to a voting seat at SCC meetings; or 
they can delegate the duty to any other LPVA 
member.  District chairs (or designees) in 
attendance included: Mary Buzuma (CD2); 
Bob Lynch (CD3); James Curtis (CD5); Bry-
an Gilkerson (CD6); Louis Gifford (CD7); 
Jonathan McGlumphy (CD9); Bill Wood 
(CD10), and Kara Tappan (CD11).

Unrepresented district committees (e.g., 
neither the chair nor his delegate attended) 
included Don Tabor (CD4); Steve Dasbach 
(CD8);  and  CD11, which is vacant.

The following are the actions that were 
taken at this meeting:

• Approved as submitted the Minutes of the 
January meeting.

• Appointed Stew Engel as Interim 1st CD 
chairman, with the understanding from Stew 
that he will be filling this role only as a favor 
to the LPVA until a permanent chairman can 
be found.

• Appointed Jim Lark as the LPVA’s Interim 
Platform Committee Representative.  Lark 
assented (with lamentation).

• Appointed Jim Lark and James Curtis to 
the 2009 Audit Committee.  It was noted that 
the 2007 and 2008 Audits were still ongoing.

• Approved the creation of the 2009 LPVA 
State Fair Booth Committee, with Jon Walker 
as chairman.

• Discussed the need for volunteers for com-
mittees such as Communications, Newsletter, 
Political Development, etc.

• Postponed a question as to whether to rent 
the LPVA database to a company called “E-
Merge” for the purposes of matching our list 
to the VA registered voters list.  Treasurer 
asked to research concerns noted in discus-
sion.

• Approved a policy to retain Treasury fi-
nancial records for three years, and directed 
Secretary to add an entry under “POLICY 
DOCUMENT 03.06.01 Duties of the Trea-
surer” to reflect the intent of this motion.

• Appointed BB&T as LPVA’s Bank of 
Record.

• Adopted a Resolution of Appreciation for 
Dave Overstreet, which read: “The State 
Central Committee of the Libertarian Party 
of Virginia expresses its gratitude to Dave 
Overstreet, Secretary of the Lynchburg Lib-
ertarians, for his fine work and dedication to 
the cause of liberty.”

• Discussed the MIAC (Missouri Informa-
tion Analysis Center) report that advises law 
enforcement agencies about the “Modern 
Militia Movement.”  The group discussed 
various ad hoc efforts underway to respond 
to the MIAC report and also the Virginia 
equivalent.

• Recognized the extensive work of Doug 
Wright on overhauling and maintaining the 
LPVA website for the past year and a half.

• Adopted Sunday, July 29, as the next meet-
ing date.
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Richmond & Vicinity

CHARLES CITY COUNTY: Charles 
City County Libertarians.  Donny Smith, 
<CharlesCityCo©LPVA.com>.

CHESTERFIELD COUNTY: Regu-
lar meetings every 2nd Thursday AT  
Pietro’s Pizza & Italian, 2601 Osborne 
Rd, Chester, VA 23831.  For more in-
formation, see the Chesterfield LP web 
site at Chesterfield.LPVA.com, or con-
tact chairman Jason Zeh, at , or email 
ChesterfieldLP-Board©LPVA.com., or 
804-748-0087.

HENRICO COUNTY: Meeting dates 
and times vary.  For more information, 
contact Henrico LP chairman Louis Gif-
ford, <Henrico@LPVA.com>., or 804-
346-0332.

RICHMOND:  City of Richmond LP.  
Meeting time & location varies.  Jon 
Walker, <RichmondLP@LPVA.com>, or 
804-915-7175.

Tidewater Area

ACCOMACK COUNTY:  Accomack 
County Libertarians.  Bob Hutchinson 
<Accomack@LPVA.com>.

GLOUCESTER & MATHEWS 
COUNTIES:  Local LP Now forming.  
Kevin Arden, 804-693-4004 or 
<Gloucester@LPVA.com>.

NORFOLK:  Tidewater Lib-
ertarian Party.  2nd Monthly 
meeting, every third Satur-
day, 8:30 a.m. for breakfast, 
9 a.m. for the meeting.  The 
Atlanta Bread Company, 
675 Phoenix Dr., Virginia 
Beach.  See the TLP web site 
TidewaterLP.com.  Tom Cantrell 
, <Tidewater@LPVA.com>, or 757-460-
4017.

SUFFOLK:  City Of Suffolk Libertari-
ans.  Ken Taylor,  <Suffolk@LPVA.com>, 
or 757-923-1285.

VIRGINIA BEACH:  Tidewater Lib-
ertarian Party.  1st Monthly meeting 
-- every first Saturday, 8:30 a.m. for 
breakfast, 9 a.m. for the meeting, in the 
private dining room of the Atlanta Bread 
Company (corner of Phoenix Drive and 
Saber Street) in Virginia Beach.  See the 
TLP web site TidewaterLP.com.  Call 
Tom Cantrell, 757-460-4017, or write: , 
<Tidewater@LPVA.com>.

COLLEGE: W&M Libertarians:
<WilliamAndMary@LPVA.com>

Shenandoah
Valley

HARRISONBURG:  Massanutten 
Libertarians.  Call Joe Rudmin, 540-433-

0197 (h) or 540-568-2784 (w), or write 
<HRLP@LPVA.com>.

PAGE COUNTY: Page County Libertari-
ans.  Dave Switzer <Page@LPVA.com>.
 or 540-843-2057.

SHENANDOAH COUNTY: 
Shenandoah County LP.  Meeting time & 
location varies; call or write for informa-
tion.  Nancy Young, 540-477-2520, or 
write: <ShenandoahCounty@LPVA.co
m>.

WINCHESTER: Winchester Libertar-
ians.  For residents of Winchester, Clarke/
Warren/Frederick Counties.  Monthly 
meetings normally held on the third Tues-
day of each month.  For precise location 
of each month’s meeting, or for other 
information, call or write Bill Wood, 540-
955-0733, or <BlueRidge@LPVA.com>.

COLLEGE:  JMU Libertarians.   - see 
info for Harrisonburg (above) or write 
<JMU@LPVA.com>.

Charlottesville Area

C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E :  
Jefferson Area Libertarians.  
For residents of the cities of 
Charlottesville, Waynesboro, 
Staunton, and the counties of 
Albemarle, Augusta, Fluvanna, 
Greene, and Nelson.  Quarterly 
business meetings and special 
meetings: time and location by 
announcement. Monthly “Happy 
Hour”: at Mellow Mushroom 

restaurant (1309 W. Main St.), second 
Thursday of each month, 4:30 p.m. - 6:
30 p.m.  Please call Arin Sime (434-996-
5226) or Jim Lark (434-973-5958), or 
write <JAL@LPVA.com>.

CUMBERLAND COUNTY:  LP  of  
Cumberland County.  Contact: Dwight 
Baker, <Cumberland@LPVA.com>.

ORANGE COUNTY: Orange County 
Libertarians.  Don Ober, 540-672-2793 

COLLEGE: UVA University Libertari-
ans.  ALSO: UVA Students for Individual 
Liberty.  Contact the Liberty Coalition, 
<Liberty@Virginia.edu>, or 434-982-
5016 (voicemail).

Northern Virginia

FAIRFAX COUNTY:  LP of Northern 
Virginia.  Steve Damerell, 703-851-4674, 
or <LPNOVA@LPVA.com>.

FAUQUIER COUNTY:  Fauquier 

County Libertarian Committee.  Walt 
Thiessen at <Fauquier@LPVA.com>

LOUDOUN COUNTY:  Monthly 
meeting 4th Mondays. Location 
Vintage 50 restaurant, 50 Catoctin 
Circle NE #100 Leesburg, VA 20176.  
Contact David Englert at 
DMEngle r t@gmai l . com.  
Visit the group Meetup page at 
Libertarian.Meetup.com/319/

COLLEGE:  GMU College 
Libertarians: Meeting time & 
location varies. Write:
<CollegeLibertarians@LPVA
.com>

Peninsula

ESSEX COUNTY:  Northern Neck Liber-
tarians.  <NorthernNeck@LPVA.com>.

FREDERICKSBURG:  Fredericksburg 
Area Libertarians.  JR Stevenson, 540-
775-7722, or <Fredericksburg@LPVA.
com>.

Southwest Virginia

LEE COUNTY: Lee County LP -- email  
<LeeCounty@LPVA.com>.

WASHINGTON COUNTY: Contact 
Shawn Phelps via email at <hairborne200
0@yahoo.com>.

COLLEGE:  UVA-Wise: Libertarians at 
University of Virginia - Wise. Call Kenny 
Newberry, 276-870-4529, or write:
 <kenny_newberry@yahoo.com>

Lynchburg and Vicinity

BEDFORD COUNTY: LP of Bedford 
County.  Rebekah Hoskins, 434-609-
0729 or <BedfordCounty@LPVA.com>.

LYNCHBURG:  Lynchburg Libertar-
ians.  For residents of Lynchburg and 
surrounding counties.  Monthly meetings, 
2nd Mondays, 6:30 p.m., Monte Carlo 
Restaurant, 3230 Old Forest Road (across 
from Applebee’s).  Dave Overstreet, 540-
587-7597 or <Lynchburg@LPVA.com>

Roanoke Area

BOTETOURT COUNTY: Botetourt 
County Libertarians.  Liz Bowles, 
<Botetourt@LPVA.com>, or 540-473-

2030.

CRAIG COUNTY:  Libertaran-
Party of Craig County.  Doug Lucas, 
<CraigCounty@LPVA.com>.

FRANKLIN COUNTY: Franklin 
County Libertarians.  Charles Pasley,  
<FranklinCounty@LPVA.com>, or 540-
721-2012.

MARTINSVILLE:  Martinsville Libertarians.    
Re-forming.  <Martinsville@LPVA.com>.
MONTGOMERY COUNTY: New Riv-
er Libertarians.  For residents of Mont-
gomery, Giles, Pulaski, and Floyd coun-

ties.  Monthly meetings are 
on the first Tuesdays of even-
numbered months, Bogen’s 
Restaurant, 622 North Main St, 
Blacksburg at 7:00 PM (social 
hour starts at 6:00).  Please 
contact Jonathan McGlumphy, 
<NewRiver@LPVA.com>, or 
540-552-8891.  Also see the 
NRL web site at:

www.NewRiverLibertarians.org

ROANOKE COUNTY:   Roanoke Val-
ley Libertarian Party.  For members re-
siding in Roanoke, Salem, and Roanoke 
County.  Monthly meeting, 1st Mondays. 
6:30 p.m., Roanoke County Public Li-
brary, Hollins branch, 6624 Peters Creek 
Rd.  Directions: 540-561-8024.  Scott 
Shreckhise <JscottShr@aol.com>, or 
540-767-1776.

COLLEGE:  VWCC: Libertarians of 
Virginia Western Community College:
<VirginiaWestern@LPVA.com>

COLLEGE:  VT: Libertar-
ians at Virginia Tech.  Lindsey North,  
<VT@LPVA.com>, or 804-852-3916.

Southside Virginia

BRUNSWICK COUNTY: LP 
of Brunswick County.  Mike Eck, 
<Brunswick@LPVA.com>

HALIFAX COUNTY: LP of 
Halifax County.  Kelly Shaw, 
<Halifax@LPVA.com> or 434-476-6022

Please notify the Newsletter Staff of all updates to this page:

Phone/Fax: 804-288-2766; or <Communications@LPVA.com>

Can’t find a local affiliate for your area? Why not start one?  

Local Affiliate Parties chairman Jim Lark will be happy to assist you.  

Get in touch via <JWLark@dellmail.com> or 434-973-5958.

GET LOCAL!  Libertarian groups around the state By Marc Montoni

THIS SPACE FOR 
RENT!

Starting up a local 
committee?  

New local contact in 
your town?

Get your info
listed here!



Hard 

Copy or 

.pdf?
Did you know that 
Virginia Liberty has 
been online since 
about July 1999?  
Did you know that 
you can eliminate 
the paper copy that 
comes to your door?

HOW-TO GUIDE: 
Go to www.LPVA.com.  
From that main page, 
click the “Change of 
Address” link on the 
right side.  Then, 
from the “Change” 
page, you may opt to:

- Receive the 
PDF via di-
rect delivery 
to your email 
inbox (fi les 
are currently 
about 1.5 
megs); OR,

- Receive no-
tifi cation by 
email that 
the latest is-
sue has been 
posted to 
LPVA.com for 
you to down-
load, with a 
link provided.

Benefi ts:

- full text 
search capa-
bilities;

- photos and 
any other 
graphics are 
shown in full 
color;

- archive your 
n e w s l e t -
ter on your 
hard drive 
instead of a 
fi le cabinet;

- share with 
friends and 
family at no 
cost.

Listen Live 
Saturdays 4-6pm
RBNLive.com

FreedomWorks!
The Libertarian Perspective

www.Freewebs.com/thefreedomworks

Call in Live: 866-TAN-1340
Saturday mornings - 7 a.m.

Libertarian TV & Radio Showcase



R  Yes!  I want to Join or Renew.
Please continue working to restore liberty and a Constitutional, limited government.

NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________________________________

CITY:  _____________________________________________ STATE _____ ZIP _____________________

PHONE (home)  ____________________________  PHONE (work) ________________________________

E-MAIL: ________________________________________________________________________________

EMPLOYER *: ___________________________________________________________________________

EMPLOYER ADDRESS *: __________________________________________________________________

OCCUPATION *:  _________________________________________________________________________

r$10000 Chairman’s Club  r$5000 Torch Club

r$2000 Benefactor Life (nat’l & VA) r$1000 Virginia Patriot

r$500 Patron of Liberty  r$250 Freedom Club

r$100 Minuteman   r$50 Sustaining 
(3 years VA plus 1 yr national)   (1 year VA plus 1 yr national)

r $25 LPVA only    r $25 National only
r $5 STUDENT rate, Virginia LP only r $30 STUDENT rate, Sustaining
      Membership, Virginia and National

r Additional donation to the Virginia LP:   _____________________

r Additional donation for my county or city chapter: $ __________________

r Cash  r Gold or silver r Check or Money Order
      (payable to the Libertarian Party)
r Visa / MasterCard / Discover):

Card #_________________________________________________________

Expiration: ____________/__________3-digit security code _______________

Signature: _______________________________________________________

--------------------- Send this form with payment to: ----------------------

Membership Committee
PO Box 28263

Lakeside VA 23228-0263
If paying by credit card, you may fax this form to 804-288-2766.

But we’re here, and we’re growing.  In-
crease your political clout by joining the 
Libertarian Party!  Tell the world that you 
aren’t fooled by the big-government parties 
that promise to give you things they don’t 
own!

Join the Libertarian Party of Virginia.  
Your annual support makes the LP into a 
much stronger voice for liberty.

Join the Libertarian Party of Virginia

TOTAL
ENCLOSED: $

By using this form, you confi rm that the following
statements are true and accurate:

* I am a United States ci� zen or a permanent resident alien.

* This contribu� on is not made from the general treasury funds of a corpora� on, labor organiza� on or 
na� onal bank.

* This contribu� on is not made from the treasury of an en� ty or person who is a federal contractor.

* The funds I am dona� ng are not being provided to me by another person or en� ty for the purpose of 
making this contribu� on.

*GOVERNMENT MANDATED NOTICE:  Federal law requires poli� cal commi! ees to use best eff orts to collect and report the name, mailing address, oc-
cupa� on and name of employer for each individual whose contribu� ons aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.  Federal law requires poli� cal 
commi! ees to use best eff orts to collect and report the name, mailing address, occupa� on and name of employer for each individual whose contribu� ons 
aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.  IRS regula� ons require us to inform you that contribu� ons to poli� cal commi! ees are not tax deduc� ble.  

*GOVERNMENT MANDATED NOTICE:  PAID FOR AND AUTHORIZED BY THE LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF VIRGINIA, PO Box 28263, Richmond VA  23228-0263.  
JEFF BOWLES, CHAIRMAN.  Not authorized by any federal candidate or federal candidate campaign commi! ee.  Your contribu� on may be used in con-
nec� on with federal elec� ons and is subject to the limita� ons and prohibi� ons of the Federal Elec� on Campaign Act.  Contribu� ons that comply with the 
limita� ons and prohibi� ons of the Act will be deposited into the LPVA federal accounts, unless otherwise designated for non–federal purposes, and will be 
used in connec� on with federal elec� ons, and are subject to the above limita� ons and prohibi� ons. Other contribu� ons will be deposited into the LPVA 
non–federal accounts.  

*GOVERNMENT MANDATED NOTICE:  Virginia law requires poli� cal commi! ees to report the name, mailing address, occupa� on and employer name & 
address for individuals whose contribu� ons aggregate in excess of $100 in a calendar year.

You are not alone!  Sometimes it 
might feel like it.  If you’ve ever 
spoken at your local County 

Board of Supervisors meeting, or sat 
through a state legislator’s “town hall” 
meeting, you were likely the only one 
asking for less government.  Every-
one else was simply waddling up to the 
trough to feed at taxpayer expense.

VIRGINIA MEMBERSHIP

r I want to be counted as a member of the Virginia affiliate of the 
Libertarian Party.

ELIGIBILITY: Any person who is currently and has been a member of the 
national Libertarian Party, who resides and is domiciled in Virginia (as de-
fined by Virginia law) and who has donated at least $25 (Targeted or Project 
donations excepted) (or at least $5 if a current student) to the Libertarian 
Party of Virginia within the preceding twelve month period, is a member of 
the Libertarian Party of Virginia.

U.S. citizens who, due to military service, do not reside in Virginia but are 
registered Virginia voters, or U.S. citizens living overseas who can prove 
Virginia citizenship, shall be eligible to become members of the LPVA under 
the same terms as above.

Any resident of Virginia who is a Life Member of the national LP shall be 
considered a member of the LPVA.
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NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP

r I want to support the national Libertarian Party by becoming a 
member.  I understand that members of the Libertarian Party “oppose the 

initiation of force to achieve political or social goals”.

Signature: _________________________________________________
NOTE: If you do not wish to be counted as a member, leave the check box blank 

and do not sign.

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS PRIVILEGES

VIRGINIA:  By donating at least $25 to the Virginia LP, members are able 
to vote at LPVA conventions, seek a seat on Virginia’s delegation to the 
national convention, and hold internal LPVA offices.

NATIONAL:  Basic national membership is free, but by donating $25 or 
more, you will be considered a “Sustaining” member and will be 1) counted 
towards Virginia’s national delegate apportionment and 2) eligible to hold 
National Committee office.

Contributors donating at least $50 using this form will automatically receive 
LPNews, the national Party newspaper, and Virginia Liberty from LPVA.


