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To m y f r i e n d s , s u p p o r t e r s , a n d p o t e n t i a l s u p p o r t e r s :

I fi r m l y b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s t i m e p e r i o d - l a t e s p r i n g , s i x
months be fo re the November e lec t ion - i s the tu rn ing po in t in
my campaign.

I a m v e r y c o n s c i o u s o f t h e f a c t t h a t C a r t e r , R e a g a n , a n d
n o w J o h n A n d e r s o n a r e g e t t i n g t h e l i o n ' s s h a r e o f t h e n e w s
c o v e r a g e , v o t e r a t t e n t i o n , a n d g l i t t e r w h i l e m y c a m p a i g n i s
s l u g g i n g i t o u t i n t h e t r e n c h e s o v e r f a r l e s s g l a m o r o u s m a t t e r s
s u c h a s b a l l o t s t a t u s a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n - b u i l d i n g .

I a m k e e n l y a w a r e o f t h e c h a l l e n g e w h i c h t h i s s i t u a t i o n
p r e s e n t s t o L i b e r t a r i a n s , w h o w a n t s o m u c h t o s e e t h i s c a m p a i g n
e x p l o d e i n t o p u b l i c v i e w, a n d w h o s o m e t i m e s m u s t b e c o m e f r u s t r a t e d
w i t h t h e i n e q u i t i e s o f t o d a y ' s p o l i t i c s .

L e t ' s l o o k a t t h e p r e s e n t p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n ,
publican side, Ronald Reagan appears to be assured of the nomination.
H e h a s a w i d e a p p e a l t o a c e r t a i n c o n s t i t u e n c y - b u t h e i s a n a t h e m a
t o o t h e r v o t e r s i n a t l e a s t e q u a l n u m b e r s .

O n t h e R e -

O n t h e D e m o c r a t i c s i d e , J i m m y C a r t e r i s w e l l a h e a d o f S e n ¬
ator Kennedy, although aKennedy upset victory can't be entirely
ruled out. Repeatedly, however, polls have shown Carter's support
to be ex t remely "so f t , " mot iva ted pr imar i ly by ant ipa thy to Kennedy
r a t h e r t h a n a n y r e a l a f fi n i t y f o r C a r t e r h i m s e l f .

A n d n o w J o h n A n d e r s o n , t h e m a v e r i c k R e p u b l i c a n C o n g r e s s m a n ,
is entering the presidential race as an Independent. I' l l have
m o r e t o s a y a b o u t A n d e r s o n i n a m o m e n t .

W h e r e d o t h e C l a r k f o r P r e s i d e n t c a m p a i g n a n d t h e L i b ¬
e r t a r i a n P a r t y fi t i n t o t h i s s c e n a r i o ?

B e f o r e I w o n t h e L i b e r t a r i a n n o m i n a t i o n , I l i s t e d s e v e r a l
m a j o r g o a l s f o r m y c a m p a i g n t o a c h i e v e . T h e y i n c l u d e d :

* B u i l d i n g a T h r e e P a r t y S y s t e m i n A m e r i c a

W i n n i n g a v o t e t o t a l t h a t w a s e q u a l t o " b a l a n c e o fA
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p o w e r " s t a t u s f o r t h e L i b e r t a r i a n p a r t y

* D e v e l o p i n g a s t r o n g , p e r m a n e n t L i b e r t a r i a n o r g a n i z a t i o n
a l l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y

* E s t a b l i s h i n g L i b e r t a r i a n s o l u t i o n s t o p r o b l e m s a s
c r e d i b l e , t h o u g h t f u l , w o r k a b l e , a n d h u m a n e

These goals haven't changed.

In fact , s ix months before the e lect ion, these goals appear
t o b e m o r e r e a l i s t i c a n d r e a c h a b l e t h a n e v e r b e f o r e .

I 'd l ike to recap what we've achieved since my nomination
l a s t S e p t e m b e r .

M y c a m p a i g n h a s a l r e a d y a t t r a c t e d m o r e m a j o r m e d i a c o v e r a g e
t h a n t h e s u m t o t a l o f a l l n a t i o n a l L i b e r t a r i a n a c t i v i t i e s p r i o r
t o m y n o m i n a t i o n . R e s p e c t e d c o m m e n t a t o r s h a v e b e g u n t o c a l l f o r
m y i n c l u s i o n i n t h e p r e s i d e n t i a l d e b a t e s . I n t e r v i e w s w i t h n e w s ¬
p a p e r , r a d i o , a n d t e l e v i s i o n r e p o r t e r s a r e a d a i l y o c c u r r e n c e .

O u r p r o g r e s s t o w a r d b a l l o t s t a t u s i n a l l 5 0 s t a t e s c o n t i n u e s
u n c h e c k e d . To t a l n a t i o n w i d e b a l l o t s t a t u s w i l l b e a v i r t u a l l y
u n p r e c e d e n t e d f e a t , o n e t h a t w i l l b e p o s i t i v e p r o o f o f o u r s t r e n g t h
a n d p e r m a n e n c e .

L i b e r t a r i a n P a r t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n e v e r y s t a t e a r e g r o w i n g
e x p l o s i v e l y . P e r h a p s m o s t g r a t i f y i n g i s t h e p r o g r e s s b e i n g m a d e
i n s t a t e s w h e r e w e h a d o n l y s m a l l a n d w e a k o r g a n i z a t i o n s j u s t a
f e w m o n t h s a g o . T h e d e c i s i o n t o p u r s u e n a t i o n w i d e b a l l o t s t a t u s
h a s r e s u l t e d i n a h u g e i n fl u x o f a c t i v i t y , i n t e r e s t , n e w m e m b e r ¬
s h i p , a n d fi n a n c i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h o s e s t a t e s
w h e r e o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n s h a d b e e n s k e t c h y.

F i n a l l y , o u r n a t i o n a l o p i n i o n s u r v e y - t a k e n b y O p i n i o n
R e s e a r c h C o r p o r a t i o n o f P r i n c e t o n , N . J . - s h o w s a t r u l y i m p r e s s i v e
p o t e n t i a l f o r s u p p o r t o f m y c a m p a i g n .

We found asurpr is ingly h igh degree of agreement wi th Lib¬
e r t a r i a n p o s i t i o n s o n s u c h i s s u e s a s i n fl a t i o n . S o c i a l S e c u r i t y ,
f o r e i g n p o l i c y , a n d d e f e n s e s p e n d i n g .

In add i t ion , aremarkab ly h igh percentage o f peop le are not
on ly d is i l lus ioned wi th Repub l icans and Democrats , bu t are w i l l ing
a c t i v e l y t o c o n s i d e r a n d s u p p o r t a n e w p o l i t i c a l p a r t y i f t h e y
a g r e e w i t h i t s b a s i c p o s i t i o n s .

There 's one more part icu lar ly encouraging p iece of data in
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t h e s u r v e y , a n d i t s h o u l d b e c o n s i d e r e d i n l i g h t o f J o h n A n d e r s o n ' s
I n d e p e n d e n t c a n d i d a c y.

F o r t h e s u r v e y s h o w e d t h a t a t h i r d p a r t y c a n d i d a t e w h o s e p r i n ¬
c i p a l i s s u e p o s i t i o n s w e r e m u c h l o w e r t a x e s a n d m u c h l e s s i n t e r ¬
f e r e n c e i n t h e a f f a i r s o f o t h e r n a t i o n s w o u l d a t t r a c t t h e f a v o r a b l e

a t t e n t i o n o f n e a r l y h a l f o f t h e e l e c t o r a t e .

M u c h l o w e r t a x e s a n d m u c h l e s s f o r e i g n i n t e r v e n t i o n . T h e s e
a r e i s s u e s w h i c h o n l y L i b e r t a r i a n s c a n p r e s e n t c o m p e l l i n g l y a n d
k n o w l e d g e a b l y . T h i s i s a c o m b i n a t i o n w h i c h n e i t h e r R e a g a n , C a r t e r ,
n o r A n d e r s o n c a n t o u c h !

T h e f a c t i s , J o h n A n d e r s o n i s a c e n t r i s t p o l i t i c i a n w h o , i n
s o m e w a y s , c o m b i n e s t h e w o r s t o f b o t h R e a g a n a n d C a r t e r . H i s
p o s i t i o n s a r e e x p l i c i t l y p r o - g o v e r n m e n t a n d p r o - i n t e r v e n t i o n a n d
h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e m h a s b e e n d e s c r i b e d - a c c u r a t e l y , I t h i n k -
a s " s a n c t i m o n i o u s . I I

I n e e d n ' t g o t o g r e a t l e n g t h s c r i t i c i z i n g A n d e r s o n , b e c a u s e
I t h i n k t h a t h e h i m s e l f w i l l m a k e i t a b u n d a n t l y c l e a r t h a t h i s
cand idacy i s no t the new a l te rna t ive tha t m i l l i ons o f vo te rs seek -
an al ternat ive with the promise of f reedom from cont inued govern¬
m e n t c o n t r o l o v e r a l l a s p e c t s o f o u r l i v e s .

Idon ' t mean to say tha t Anderson 's cand idacy hasn ' t a f fec ted
o u r p r o s p e c t s t h i s y e a r .

H i s c l a i m t o b e t h e " d i f f e r e n c e " w h i c h w i l l h a v e m a s s a p p e a l
t o d i s a f f e c t e d v o t e r s h a s d i v e r t e d c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t e n t i o n t h a t
cou ld have been ours . Many peop le a re ins t inc t i ve ly a t t rac ted
t o A n d e r s o n b e c a u s e h e i s a t h i r d c h o i c e , w i t h o u t h a v i n g t a k e n
t h e t i m e t o e x a m i n e h i s p o s i t i o n s a n d i d e a s .

Ye t , I b e l i e v e t h a t a n y n e g a t i v e i m p a c t o n m y c a m p a i g n b y
t h e A n d e r s o n c a n d i d a c y c a n b e m o r e t h a n o f f s e t b y i t s p o s i t i v e
e f f e c t s . A l l o f t h e a t t e n t i o n t h a t h a s b e e n l a v i s h e d o n A n d e r s o n
t h u s f a r h a s w o r k e d t o l o o s e n t h e g r i p o f t h e Tw o P a r t y m o n o p o l y
i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , a n d t o m a k e v o t e r s a w a r e t h a t t h e r e a r e
m o r e c h o i c e s a v a i l a b l e t o t h e m t h a n j u s t t h e D e m o c r a t s a n d R e ¬
p u b l i c a n s . A p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m w h i c h i s p e r c e i v e d a s " w i d e o p e n
c a n o n l y b e n e fi t u s .

M

T h e A n d e r s o n c a n d i d a c y h a s s e n s i t i z e d t h e n e w s m e d i a a n d
t h e v o t e r s t o t h e c h a l l e n g e o f g a i n i n g b a l l o t s t a t u s f o r i n ¬
s u r g e n t p a r t i e s a n d c a n d i d a t e s . M y n a m e i s c e r t a i n t o b e l i s t e d
o n m o r e s t a t e b a l l o t s t h a n h i s - a p o i n t w h i c h t h e n e w s m e d i a c a n ' t
f a i l t o r e c o g n i z e .

A n d e r s o n i s a o n e - m a n s h o w w i t h o u t a p a r t y s t r u c t u r e b e h i n d
H i s c a m p a i g n , r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e r e s u l t s , w i l l l e a v e n o t h i n gh i m .
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fo r the fu tu re . My campa ign , on the o ther hand, w i l l bu i ld s t rong
g r a s s r o o t s o r g a n i z a t i o n s , w i t h l i t e r a l l y h u n d r e d s o f L i b e r t a r i a n
c a n d i d a t e s r u n n i n g f o r o f fi c e t h i s y e a r a l o n e . A g a i n , o u r a b i l i t y
t o b u i l d a p e r m a n e n t f o u n d a t i o n f o r a t h i r d m a j o r p a r t y - i n s h a r p
c o n t r a s t t o A n d e r s o n - c a n ' t f a i l t o b e n o t i c e d b y p o l i t i c a l o b ¬
s e r v e r s a n d o p i n i o n l e a d e r s .

F i n a l l y , A n d e r s o n ' s c a n d i d a c y w i l l s h a r p e n t h e f o c u s o n t h e
real fundamental issue in American society: t h e b a t t l e b e t w e e n
freedom and control, between principle and expediency, between
l i b e r t y a n d p o w e r . A n d e r s o n i s m e r e l y o n e m o r e v o i c e o n t h e s i d e
o f c o n t r o l , e x p e d i e n c y , a n d p o w e r . B u t t h e L i b e r t a r i a n c a m p a i g n -
f o r t h e p r e s i d e n c y a n d f o r h u n d r e d s o f o t h e r o f fi c e s - r e m a i n s
the so le po l i t i ca l vo i ce f o r i nd i v i dua l r i gh t s ve r sus t he power
o f t h e S t a t e .

L e t m e r e m i n d y o u o f t h e r e s u l t s o f o u r o p i n i o n s u r v e y.
Near l y ha l f o f t he responden ts exp ressed apo ten t ia l w i l l i ngness
to vo te fo r a th i rd par ty cand idate whose major pos i t ions were
for much lower taxes and much less foreign intervention. Who among
the t r io o f Car te r, Reagan, and Anderson i s l i ke ly to s t r i ke tha t
c h o r d ?

W e L i b e r t a r i a n s m u s t r e m e m b e r t h a t o u r i d e a s a r e r i g h t a n d
they will be heard. The goals of my campaign haven't changed, and
they ' re being achieved day by day. The oppor tuni t ies of th is cam¬
paign haven ' t changed - in fac t , they 've been he ightened.

W h e n o u r t e l e v i s i o n a n d r a d i o a d s s t a r t t o a i r - w h e n m o r e

a n d m o r e s e r i o u s , i n - d e p t h n e w s s t o r i e s l i k e t h e o n e s I ' v e e n c l o s e d
s t a r t t o a p p e a r - w h e n v o t e r s b e c o m e f e d u p w i t h t h e t h r e e - w a y
r e h a s h o f t i r e d , u n p r i n c i p l e d g o v e r n m e n t p s e u d o - s o l u t i o n s t h e y a r e
o f f e r e d . . . t h e n t h e r e a l a l t e r n a t i v e , t h e L i b e r t a r i a n a l t e r n a t i v e ,
w i l l e m e r g e c l e a r l y a n d u n m i s t a k e a b l y o n t h e n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l
s c e n e .

I t i s n o w , a t t h i s t u r n i n g p o i n t i n t h e c a m p a i g n , t h a t w e
m u s t a l l r e d o u b l e o u r e f f o r t s t o w a r d t h e u l t i m a t e s u c c e s s o f t h e

O u r g o a l s a n d o p p o r t u n 'c a m p a i g n a n d o f t h e L i b e r t a r i a n m o v e m e n t ,
i t i e s c a n b e r e a l i z e d a n d e x c e e d e d i f w e t a k e f u l l a d v a n t a g e o f
o u r p o t e n t i a l .

I w a n t t o a s k a l l o f y o u , a s i n d i v i d u a l L i b e r t a r i a n s , t o
m a k e s e v e r a l s p e c i fi c c o m m i t m e n t s t o y o u r s e l v e s t o h e l p e n s u r e
o u r s u c c e s s t h i s y e a r .

First, please commit to spreading the word about this cam¬
paign to your f r iends, acquaintances, and associates,
of person-to-person, one-to-one communication is the most effective
way to build support, and it would result in hundreds of thousands

T h i s k i n d
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o f n e w l y r e c r u i t e d L i b e r t a r i a n s i f s u c h a n e f f o r t w e r e m a d e .

S e c o n d , c o m m i t t o t a k i n g a n a c t i v e r o l e i n m y c a m p a i g n a n d
i n t h e c a m p a i g n s o f o t h e r L i b e r t a r i a n s . T h e k e y t o b u i l d i n g a
p e r m a n e n t m o v e m e n t i s t h o u s a n d s o f e n t h u s i a s t i c p e o p l e w o r k i n g
a t a l l l e v e l s o f t h e s e c a m p a i g n s , a c c e p t i n g t h e c h a l l e n g e o f
c rea t ing a rea l a l te rna t i ve f rom the g round up . De te rm ine how
many hours per week you can devote to Libertar ian pol i t ical
a c t i v i t i e s , a n d t h e n s t i c k w i t h i t .

T h i r d , c o m m i t t o m a k i n g a fi n a n c i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n - o r b e t t e r ,
a s e r i e s o f fi n a n c i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s - w h i c h i s p e r s o n a l l y s i g n i f ¬
icant to you. The fact is that there is no such th ing as "enough
money to run th is or any o ther L iber tar ian campaign. Every s ing le
do l lar you cont r ibute br ings us that much c loser to nat ionwide
b a l l o t s t a t u s , o r m o r e l i t e r a t u r e f o r m a s s d i s t r i b u t i o n , o r a n
a d d i t i o n a l r a d i o o r t e l e v i s i o n a d t o r e a c h t h o u s a n d s o r m i l l i o n s
o f v o t e r s . R e m e m b e r , t o o , t h a t t h e R e p u b l i c a n a n d D e m o c r a t i c
n o m i n e e s w i l l e a c h g e t $ 2 9 m i l l i o n i n f e d e r a l f u n d s t h i s y e a r f o r
t h e i r c a m p a i g n s .

I t

I w i s h I c o u l d m e e t a l l o f y o u i n d i v i d u a l l y , a n d p e r s o n a l l y
thank those of you who have already made commitments such as these.
B u t I h o p e t h a t t h e i d e a s i n t h i s l e t t e r h e l p t o g i v e y o u a c l e a r
picture of where we stand and what we can achieve.

T h r o u g h o u t o u r b r i e f p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y. L i b e r t a r i a n s h a v e
cons is ten t l y surpassed a l l expec ta t ions and pred ic t ions o f what
we could accomplish. We have always examined the alternatives
b e f o r e u s , a n d w e h a v e c h o s e n t o s u c c e e d .

A t t h i s m o m e n t - a t t h i s t u r n i n g p o i n t - l e t u s c h o o s e t o
r e n e w a n d i n c r e a s e o u r e f f o r t s t o r e a c h t h e g o a l s a n d o p p o r t u n i t i e s
w h i c h c a n b e o u r s i n t h i s c a m p a i g n .


