
What Wouldn ' t You Do For 50 ,000 Votes?

For twenty years, the goal of the Libertar ian Party has been a society in
which indiv idual r ights are recognized and respected. Our goal was never to
obtain 50000 votes for our gubernatorial candidate, and thus, recognition by
N e w Yo r k S t a t e a s a n o f fi c i a l p a r t y. B u t f o r s o m e , I f e e l , t h i s p o l i t i c a l
recognit ion has become a goal in i tsel f and replaced the goal of br inging
a b o u t a l i b e r t a r i a n s o c i e t y.

Past campaigns have emphasized a comprehensive set of issues that when taken
in to ta l represented our v iew of a f ree and to lerant soc ie ty. Howard Stern
is running for Governor so that he can make i t possible for the state
g o v e r n m e n t t o " f r y " s o m e p e o p l e .

I t has been sa id tha t the death pena l ty i s no t an L iber ta r ian-defin ing issue,
but in a society where legis lators create cr imes out of personal behavior and
mandate harsh and punit ive sentencing, where pol i t ical hacks play upon the
fear o f c r ime that government po l icy he lps to fue l , where po l ice fee l f ree to
beat up upon and extort money and drugs from its cit izens, where prosecutors
wi th pol i t ica l ambi t ions suppress evidence that may acqui t a defendant, and
where state troopers tamper with and fake fingerprints, how can anybody
s e r i o u s l y a d v o c a t e t h e d e a t h p e n a l t y u n l e s s i t i s w i t h i n t h e c o n t e x t o f a
f u l l p r e s e n t a t i o n o f a l a r g e n u m b e r o f i s s u e s ?

Howard S te rn be l i t t l es and s te reo types var ious na t iona l i t i es , e thn ic and
r a c i a l g r o u p s . H i s J e w i s h a n d B l a c k s t e r e o t y p e s a r e o f f e n s i v e . I fi n d h i s
comments to and about women to be particularly objectionable, and his
references to Asians and Arabs to be mean-spir i ted.

I f our desire is to be taken ser iously and i f we are to present ourselves as
intel l igent, s incere and concerned about the issues that have an impact upon
the day to day issues affecting our l ives and freedom, we must appeal to the
best qual i t ies o f character that each person in the e lectorate possesses.
Howard Stern does not have that appeal.

For years I have been concerned about being consumed by the existing parties
once we ob ta ined ba l lo t access . L i t t l e d id I imag ine tha t the par ty tha t has
a l w a y s e m p h a s i z e d t h e v a l u e a n d r i g h t s o f p e o p l e a s i n d i v i d u a l s w o u l d b e
consumed by legions of "L iber tar ians- for-a-day" in support of a crude and
r u d e r a d i o p e r s o n a l i t y .

S o m e h a v e s u g g e s t e d t h a t H o w a r d S t e r n c a n g e t u s 5 0 , 0 0 0 v o t e s a n d t h e n , w i t h
ballot status assured, we can begin to once again emphasize a ful l range of
i s s u e s a n d c o n t i n u e o u r e f f o r t s t o b r i n g a b o u t a l i b e r t a r i a n s o c i e t y . W e ' l l
use him," I have been to ld. How naive i t is to bel ieve in a counter coup.
H e i s u s i n g u s .
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C a n d i d a t e f o r :

S t a t e C o n t r o l l e r 8 2
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